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Save the dates 
 !  2011 Wertman Family Reunion 

 !  Friday-Sunday, 19-21 August 

 !  Lehigh County, PA 

Make Your Reunion Plans Now 
 By 1749, George Philip Wertman had settled in 

Lynn Twp., Northampton Co. (now Lehigh Co.), 

PA. This year, the Wertman Family Association will 

return to Lehigh County for a three-day reunion 

being planned by Shirley and Larry Wertman and 

Minerva Arner. 

 Look for reunion details in the June Wertman 

Lines newsletter or on the WFA website, 

www.wertman.info. We look forward to seeing you 

in August. 

 Russell C. Dannecker, President, WFA, 

 6th G-Grandson of George Philip Wertman 

Whatôs inside: 
Pg. 4 2010 Reunion Photographs 

Pg. 7 Follow the Neighbors and Friends 

Pg. 8 About the Wertman Family Association 

Nominees for Office 
 Please submit your nominations for President, 

Vice President, Recording Secretary, Genealogical/

Historical Secretary, Treasurer, Webmaster, and two 

Board Members for election at the August 2011 

WFA Business Meeting to the Nominating Commit-

tee. There are four board members who serve over-

lapping terms of four years; the other officers serve 

two-year terms. Any WFA member in good standing 

may suggest one nominee for each position to 

Shirley Daniels at 410-871-3008 or e-mail <shirley 

minerdaniels@verizon.net>. The nominating com-

mittee (Shirley Daniels, Chair; Richard Daniels; Pete 

Wagner) needs to obtain the consent of each nomi-

nee before finalizing the ballot. 

Memorial Ceremony for  

Private John Levan Wertman 
[Editorôs note: The 2010 Wertman Family Associa-

tion Reunion held 20-22 August in Fredericksburg, 

Virginia, was filled with thought-provoking, poign-

ant and extraordinary moments. Sundayôs highlight 

was this private, reverent, family ceremony at the 

grave of John L. Wertman in the National Cemetery 

on Maryeôs Heights, conducted by WFA President 

Russell C. Dannecker, incorporating a traditional 

Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) ceremony.]  

 

Opening remarks,  

after the procession and invocation 

 My search for this soldier started in the 1960s 

with my parents, who thought their teenage boys 

should not miss the opportunity to learn a little his-

tory during the Centennial of the Civil War. On a 

vacation in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, 

our first stops were Gettysburg and Antietam, then 

fields of honor in Virginia. We took many guided 

tours of the battlefields. One particular guide at 

Fredericksburg, VA, made an impression on me as 

he described the frontal assaults made by Union 

forces against the sunken road and Marye's Heights. 

For years afterward, my journeys in the area would 

lead me back to this battlefield. Since the 1960s, the 

question was always in my mind, ñDid any of my 

family fight in this war?ò 
(Continued on page 2) 
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able to support her;ò therefore, she was entitled to 

the pension. So who was the correct claimant? A 

special examiner of the Pension Office was sent 

from Philadelphia, PA, to investigate the case of 

Susannah Wertman and Lucy Wertman. 

 Examiner C. D. Sloan took depositions from 

Susannah Wertman; her sons, Philip Levan Wertman 

and Daniel Peter Wertman; Daniel H. Hartung, boy-

hood friend of John Levan Wertman; and William S. 

Allebach, 1st Lieutenant commanding Company E, 

129th Regiment, PA. Perhaps most important was 

the deposition of Susannah Levan Wertman. She de-

tailed the familyôs history, including where she met 

her husband, where they married, where and when 

all the children were born, and described their lives 

and circumstances. To prove that her son, John, did 

not marry, she turned over to Mr. Sloan the letters 

John sent home from the war and a glass plate da-

guerreotype (picture) that had been taken as he be-

gan his military service. Another ñcoincidenceò ï 

had she not turned them over to Mr. Sloan, and had 

he not put them in the pension file, they probably 

would have been lost. Now, 137 years after they 

were written, copies of these letters were returned to 

family. When I asked how unusual it was to find a 

picture in the files, the Achieves employee re-

sponded that there were no pictures in the files be-

cause years ago the pictures were removed. No indi-

cation would have been in the file regarding a pic-

ture. For some reason, John's picture was 

ñoverlooked.ò  

 

Traditional GAR ceremony continues 

 So here we are today, called together to fulfill this 

last sad duty of respect to this comrade of the war. The 

present, full of cares and pleasures of civil life, fades 

away, and we look back to the time when, shoulder to 

shoulder on a bloody battlefield or around the guns of 

our men of war, these men fought for our dear old flag. 

We may indulge the hope that the spirit with which on 

land and sea, hardship, privation, dangers were en-

countered by our dead heroes -- a spirit uncomplaining; 

nobly, manfully, obedient to the behest of duty, 

whereby our homes today are secure and our loved 

ones rest in peace under the aegis of the flag, will 

prove a glorious incentive to the youth who in the ages 

to come may be called to uphold the destinies of our 

country. As the years roll on, we, too, shall rest, our 

 My search for information about the Wertman 

family of Pennsylvania caused me to post an inquiry 

on an Internet message board. The late Richard Hull 

responded from Florida. His late wife, Phyllis, and I 

had common ancestors, John Wertman and 

Susannah Levan (my third great grandparents). Rich-

ard mentioned a family bible that lists John Wertman 

and Susannah Levan and their 10 children. This list 

was clearly written in ink, but a barely readable no-

tation was penciled in the margin, ñJohn died in 

(unreadable) war.ò Also in the bible was a post card 

titled ñChristmas Day, 1862, on the Rappahannock.ò 

On the back were the words, ñThis print is dedicated 

to all comrades who were there as óBoys in Blueô in 

1862 é.ò The post card referenced Fredericksburg. 

A search of veterans buried at national cemeteries 

revealed a John L. Wertman, buried atop Maryeôs 

Heights at Fredericksburg. Why had that guideôs 

words 35 years earlier about the attack on Marye's 

Heights meant so much to me? As it turns out, John 

Wertman made that charge. Why had I been drawn 

to this battlefield so many times? The answer was 

just a few hundred feet away -- John Levan Wertman 

was buried there. 

 With the advent of the Internet, it became possi-

ble to search the U.S. Military and Pension records 

index at the National Archives and Records Admini-

stration in Washington, D.C. In September 2000, I 

spent a week at the Archives reading both the mili-

tary and pension records of Wertmans I had found in 

the index. There were both military and pension re-

cords for a John Wertman of PA. But if he died in 

the war, why would there be a pension record? From 

my journal entry for 14 September, ñI found a John 

Levan Wertman who was the son of John and 

Susannah Wertman. He died of disease during the 

Civil War. The pension was contested, so there was 

a lot of information. It contained the soldierôs letters 

and a photo. What a find! He is buried at Fredericks-

burg.ò  

 Mrs. Lucy Messinger Wertman claimed the pen-

sion of John Levan Wertman by virtue of marriage. 

Susannah Levan Wertman stated, òthat said son John 

Wertman left neither widow nor child; that she was 

wholly dependent on said son for support; that her 

husband the aforesaid John Wertman Sr. who is now 

age 80 years, was at the date of said sonôs death un-

(Continued from page 1) 
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war.  His attitude towards the war changes in each. 

He wrote them to his mother, but since she could 

neither read nor write, the letters were addressed to 

his brother, my great, great grandfather, James A. 

Wertman.   

(First letter, read by Minerva Arner ) 

VA, 25 August 1862 

Johnôs group stopped in Tamaqua, went to Har-

risburg and stayed overnight before going to Camp 

Curtin for a week; then traveled to Washington, D.C. 

on the train, Camp McCall, and central VA. He 

thinks the war ñwill soon be finished.ò 

(Second letter, read by Dean Wagaman) 

Fairfax, VA, 02 September 1862 

Based on the Regimental History, this letter was 

probably written at Fairfax Seminary. The history 

describes guarding an ammunition train and a bom-

bardment in the woods. The realities of war are set-

ting in. He had his picture taken in Tamaqua, and he 

lost his money pouch and $4. He talks of the fear 

while being attacked, Confederate prisoners, and the 

importance of letters from home. 

(Third letter, read by Mary Ellen Wagner) 

Camp Jones, MD, 30 September 1862 

Based on the Regimental History, when John 

wrote this letter he was near the Antietam battlefield. 

He talks about the long, tiring march and falling 

asleep in the corner of a fence until morning. He 

brewed coffee and caught up with the regiment by 

evening. Their artillery was firing and he wanted to 

use his rifle to shoot a rebel. He has seen war 

wounds. 

(Fourth letter, read by Suzanne Arner) 

VA, 28 November 1862 

He asks for money from home and chewing to-

bacco, which he apologizes for using, but the water 

tastes so terrible. ñI can tell you that during this time 

away from home I have drunk water that you would 

find too filthy to put into the pigsô bucket.ò There is 

no mention of the war. This was his last letter. The 

day of the Battle of Fredericksburg he fell ill, not 

from a bullet, but from the water.  

I wonder if Johnôs last moments were those de-

scribed in the following passage from a nurseôs di-

ary: 01 January 1863 / In one bed a young man, 

Company E, 129th Pennsylvania ï sick with typhoid 

fever ï pretty critical case ï I talk with him often ï 

(Continued on page 6) 

souls following the long column to the realms above, 

as grim death, hour by hour, shall mark its victims. Let 

us live that when that time shall come those we may 

leave behind may say above our graves, ñHere lies the 

body of a true hearted, brave and earnest defender of 

the Republic.ò  

 

Laying of Wreath, Rose, & Laurel 
 Let us pay our respects to our ancestor. 

 (Tom Young, laying a wreath) - In behalf of the 

Battery and Regiment, I give this tribute, a symbol of 

an undying love for comrades of the war. 

 (Shirley Daniels, laying a rose) - Symbol of purity, 

we offer at this lowly grave a rose. May future genera-

tions emulate the unselfish devotion of even the lowli-

est of our heroes. 

 (Earl Maurer, laying a laurel leaf) - Last token of 

affection from comrades in arms, we crown these re-

mains with a symbol of victory. 

 

United States Colors 
 (Patrick Cronk, placing the flag) - In behalf of the 

Grand Republic for whose integrity and unity our late 

ancestor John Levan Wertman offered his services dur-

ing the War of Rebellion, I deposit this flag. 

 

The Soldier 

 (Russell C. Dannecker) John Wertman was born 

29 August 1840 in the village of Wessnersville, 

Berks Co., PA. When he was a baby, his family 

moved to West Penn Twp., Schuylkill Co., PA. By 

the start of the Civil War, he had learned the trade of 

coach maker, building carriages. He was engaged to 

be married to Mary Hill from West Penn. They had 

pledged to marry when he returned from the war. 

When he enlisted he was age 22; his height was 5 

feet 5 ¼ inches; he had a dark complexion, gray 

eyes, and brown hair. He enlisted 07 August 1862 at 

Tamaqua, PA, in Company E of the 129th PA Infan-

try for nine months service. Traveling by train to the 

State Capital, he was mustered into service 14 Au-

gust 1862 at Harrisburg by Capt. Lane. A few days 

later the unit was in Virginia. 

 Four letters John sent home survive and are sum-

marized below. [The entire text can be found in 

Wertman Lines, January 2005, Vol. 4, No. 2.] 

Through him I believe we can gain a better under-

standing of many of the young men who fought this 
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The family gathered on Sunday for ceremonies at John L. Wertmanôs grave in the 

National Cemetery at Fredericksburg. 

Above: A typical winter tent, at the White Oak Civil War Mu-

seum. Below: Starting out on our air-conditioned bus!  

Civil War expert D. P. Newton from the White Oak Museum 

shows where  John L. Wertman was buried in the camp. 

2010 Reunion Photographs 


