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Save the dates 
 !  2009 Wertman Family Reunion 

 !  Friday-Sunday, 21-23 August 

 !  Danville, PA 

Make Your Reunion Plans Now 
 By 1749, George Philip Wertman had settled in 

Lynn Twp., Northampton Co. (now Lehigh Co.), 

PA. Two of his five sons, Michael and Simon, later 

migrated to the area near Danville, PA. The 

Wertman Family Association (WFA) returns to 

Danville this summer, August 21-23, for the annual 

reunion. 

 The 2009 Reunion Committee is holding a block 

of rooms at the Best Western Danville Inn, 79 Old 

Valley School Rd. for Thursday through Sunday 

nights, 21-23 August, at the group rate of $103.99 

plus tax. (This is the week of the Little League 

World Series!) To reserve your room, call the hotel 

at 570-275-5750 or e-mail the General Manager, 

Daniel R. Richman, at <bwdanpa@ptd.net>. Be sure 

to mention that you are with the Wertman Family 

Reunion (group number 164). Please make your 

reservations as early as possible; the rooms will be 

held only until 20 July 2009. 

 Researchers will meet on Friday, 21 August, at 

the Mahoning Township Municipal Building, 1101 

Bloom Rd. A family dinner will be held Friday 

evening at Busterôs on 587 Valley Rd., followed by 

a speaker. A picnic on Saturday, catered by Busterôs, 

and the annual business meeting will take place at 

Saint James United Church of Christ, 2507 Bloom 

Rd. On Sunday, the group will carpool to Wertman 

home sites and cemeteries. 

 Look for reunion details in the June Wertman 

Lines newsletter or on the WFA website, <http//

freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~wertman>. We 

look forward to seeing you in Danville 21-23 

August. 

 Russell C. Dannecker, President, WFA, 

 6th G-Grandson of George Philip Wertman 
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Pg. 10 About the Wertman Family Association 

Nominees for Office 
 The Nominating Committee (Ken Cool, Chair; 

Shirley Daniels; Lois Wheeler) presents the follow-

ing slate of officers for election at the 22 August 

2009 WFA Business Meeting: 

 President: Russell Dannecker 

 Vice President: Frank Strickling 

 Recording Secretary: Lois Wheeler 

 Treasurer: Shirley Wertman 

 Webmaster:Tom Young 

 Genealogy/Historical Secretary: Jenny Ewing 

 Board Members: Ken Cool, Mary Ellen Wagner 

 There are four board members who serve over-

lapping terms of four years; the other officers serve 

two-year terms. Any WFA member in good standing 

may submit one additional nomination for each posi-

tion to Ken at 260-925-0251 or e-mail <kencool 

@sbcglobal.net> by 15 July. The nominating com-

mittee needs to obtain the consent of each nominee 

before finalizing the ballot. 
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Three DNA Results Match 
by Tom Young 

 The Wertman Family Association DNA Project 

is underway. We have three volunteers from two dif-

ferent sons of George Philip Wertman I, one from 

Martin and two from Michael. 

 The Y-Chromosome is passed virtually un-

changed from father to son, although infrequent mu-

tations do occur. We can compare their test results 

and determine to a high degree of certainty if two 

males are related or not. Early results have been en-

couraging. 

 The two descendants of Michael, who are fourth 

cousins, match 35/35. Of the 27 markers they have 

in common with the descendant of Martin, there is 

only one mismatch. This indicates that they share a 

common ancestor. Results from other projects indi-

cate that we are not related to several other well-

known Wortman or Workman clans. (See the simpli-

fied chart below.) 

 The ultimate use of this exciting new science 

would be to find a match with a volunteer who is 

aware of his ancestral village in Germany. 

 We have chosen to take advantage of the free 

testing offered by the Sorenson Molecular Geneal-

ogy Foundation <www.smgf.org>, a nonprofit re-

search project. There can be a lengthy delay before 

results appear in their online database, but this seems 

to be a fair exchange for what would cost well over 

$100 elsewhere. 

 The project is open to Wertman males of known 

or unknown ancestry. Wertman females can take 

part by encouraging eligible males to participate. 

Other such projects usually report their results on the 

internet. We are exploring several options and we 

will announce the decision in Wertman Lines. 

 For further information, please e-mail me at 

<teyoung3@verizon.net> . 

Saddened by Three Losses 

 Phyllis Noll Hull  of Frederick, MD, died 04 

November 2008. She was 

predeceased by her husband, 

Richard Hull, who helped bring 

together researchers who founded 

the WFA in July 2000. Three 

children, Jeffrey Hull, Jennifer 

Eyler, and Jeremy Hull, five 

grandchildren, and a brother 

survive her. She was buried at Culpeper National 

Cemetery, Culpeper, VA. 

 Janet Gillen Dannecker of Foster, RI, died 21 

November 2008. An avid genealogist 

and quilter, Jan was the wife of 

Russell Charles Dannecker, president 

of the Wertman Family Association. 

Immediate survivors also include her 

mother, Eleanor Popple Gillen, a son, 

Max Dannecker, and his wife, 

Natalie, and two sisters. Burial was 

in Phillips Memorial Cemetery, Foster, RI.  

 Danielle Reid Parker notified us 

that her mother, fellow family 

historian Anita Robinson Reid of 

Lockport, NY, died 28 December 

2008. Interment was at the Corwin 

Cemetery, Newfane, NY. Anita 

was a diligent researcher who 

identified thousands of related 

Wertmans in the Lockport area. 

A Simplified Chart of Some Wertman, Wortman, and Workman DNA Results  
 

Wertman 1  o o o o o o o o -  o o o o o o o o o -  o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o  

Wertman 2  o o o o o o o o -  o o o o o o o o o -  o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o  

Wertman 3  o o o o o o o -  -  o o o o -  o o o x -  o -  o o -  o -  o o -  o o -  -  o o o o  

Wortman 1  x x x o x x x o -  x x x x x x x o x -  x x x o x x x x o o x x x x x o x x  

Workman 1  x x x o x x x o -  x x x o x x x x o -  x x x o x x x x o x x x x x o x x x  

Workman 2  x o o o x x o x -  o o o o x o o x o -  o x o o o o x o o x o o o o o x o o  
 

key:   -  not tested yet or not used    o matching markers    x mismatch  

Apologies 
Please forgive us for the tardiness of this issue!  

 The Editor, The President, The 2009 Reunion 

 Chair... and those who submitted no articles 
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In Search of George Wertman 
by Russell C. Dannecker 

 Wertman researchers are familiar with George 

Philip Wertman of Lynn Twp., Lehigh Co. PA that 

our family association refers to as GPI. The ñIò des-

ignates him as the ñfounding fatherò and distin-

guishes him from five known George Philip Wert-

mans, never mind the other 24 George Wertmans. 

But this list of 30 Georges does not include George 

Wertman b 21 Jun 1805, d 26 Nov 1884, who rests 

in the Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery, Washington 

Twp., Pickaway Co. OH. So who is he? That is not 

easily answered, but letôs start with what we know. 

 

Obituary -- George Wertman 
 ñGeorge Wertman, a son of John Wertman, was 

born in Union county, Pa., June 21, 1805, died No-

vember 20, 1884, aged 79 years, 5 months and 5 

days. He came to Ohio, in 1814, when this part of 

the state was still a wilderness -- he has lived to see 

country rescued from its wildnesses and thickly set-

tled. His family removed to this country in a four 

horse wagon, that being then the only means of over-

land transportation. He was married to Susanna 

Leist, a daughter of John D. Leist, and sister of John 

D. Leist, of Pickaway county and Henry D. Leist, of 

Henry county, O., and by her had three children, two 

sons and one daughter. The sons, David and John, 

aged 55 and 48 respectively, are still living, and are 

two of Pickaway countyôs best citizens. His wife 

was laid away to rest twelve years ago. There are yet 

living of his children, two; grandchildren, 13; great 

grandchildren, 6. Father Wertman, throughout his 

long life, bore an unblemished reputation as a peace-

able and God fearing citizen. He was known only to 

be esteemed and was for more than sixty years a 

faithful and exemplary member of the Lutheran 

church. The funeral which took place on Friday, 

Nov. 28th, was largely attended by sympathizing 

friends. The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. 

Fishburn, of Stoutsville, from Job 16:22. Rev. J. W. 

Walkey of Circleville assisted at the obsequies. May 

he rest in peace.ò (Democrat & Watchman, 1883-84, 

Marriages and Obituaries, page 114). 

 

County History  
 ñGeorge Wertman came to Ohio from Pennsyl-

vania, in 1814, with his step-father, Andrew Hines, 

and his family, who settled in Clear Creek, Fairfield 

county. Wertman was then a lad of some ten years of 

age. He learned the trade of potter, serving an ap-

prenticeship of five years, but he never followed the 

business to any extent. The first purchase of land 

made by him was in Madison township. This he 

sold, two years afterward, and then came to Wash-

ington and rented, for a few years, the farm which he 

subsequently bought, and on which he still resides. 

In 1827, he married Susanna Leist, daughter of 

David Leist. She died in 1873. Mr. Wertman is now 

aged seventy-four.ò (History of Franklin and 

Pickaway Counties, Ohio, 1880) 

 

The Ohio Wertmans 
 As discussed at last year's reunion in Ashland, 

OH, there were at least eight Wertman families who 

came to Ohio. We know the origins of five families, 

leaving three for which we need connections: (1) 

Michael Wertman, b ca 1765, who came to Youngs-

town, Trumbull Co. before 1830; (2) Jacob Wert-

man, b 08 Feb 1806 in Northumberland Co. PA, who 

came to Tuscarawas Co. in 1855; and (3) George 

Wertman, b 21 Jun 1805 in Northumberland (now 

Union) Co. PA, who came to Pickaway Co. in 1814.  

 Following the reunion, my eternal companion, 

Jan, and I traveled to Pickaway, Tuscarawas and 

Trumbull counties in search of these as-yet-

unconnected Wertmans about whom not much is 

generally known. Our first stop and the one I will 

cover in this article was Circleville, Pickaway Co., 

where we met two long-time Wertman family re-

searchers, Brenda and Hal Merz. Brenda is a direct 

descendant of this George Wertman. They had 

searched the area for years and were kind enough to 

show us around the cemeteries and properties. 

George Wertmanôs former farm, August 2008 
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George Wertman of Pickaway Co., OH  

and Descendants 
 I. George Wertman b 21 Jun 1805 Union Co. 

PA, d 26 Nov 1884 Washington Twp. Pickaway Co. 

OH, m 25 Jul 1828 Pickaway, Susannah Leist b 

1810 Washington Twp., d 1873 Washington Twp. 

Both buried Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery, Wash-

ington Twp. Two sons, David and John  

 Wertman is clearly spelled on their tombstone, 

and the grave had been decorated recently with flow-

ers. To visit the location, enter N039.36.739 longi-

tude and W082.52.125 latitude in your GPS.  

 I. i. David Wertman b 18 Mar 1829 Pickaway, d 

13 Dec 1896 OH, of dropsy, m 05 Oct 1856 Mary 

Harmon b 14 Mar 1836, d 10 Mar 1907 Salt Creek 

Twp., Pickaway. Both buried Zion Cemetery. Seven 

children -- five daughters and two sons 

 I. i. 1. Rose Ellen Wertman b 1858, d OH, m 28 

Dec 1876 Pickaway, John Wolfe b/d Pickaway, b 27 

Mar 1851, d 14 Apr 1929, son of George Wolfe and 

Elizabeth Mowery. Both buried Maple Hill Ceme-

tery, Stoutsville, Clear Creek, Fairfield Co., OH. Six 

children 

 I. i. 2. Elizabeth Wertman b/d/m Pickaway, b 16 

May 1863, d 17 Jan 1916, m 09 Oct 1881 Noah H. 

Frazier b 1861 OH. Both buried Maple Hill Ceme-

tery. Eight children 

 I. i. 3. Ida Jane Wertman b/m/d Pickaway, b 

Sep 1865, d 1927, m 16 Sep 1888, William M. Fos-

naugh b Sep 1868 OH, d Jan 1951 Fairfield Co. 

Both buried Maple Hill Cemetery. Two children 

 I. i. 4. Orpha Wertman b/d Pickaway, b 10 Mar 

1868, d 31 Oct 1916 Fairfield Co., m 14 Jul 1895 

Barney Fausnaugh b 1867, d 30 Jan 1959 Circle-

ville OH. Both buried Maple Hill Cemetery. Three 

children 

 I. i. 5. Mary A. Wertman b/m Pickaway, b 07 

Jan 1872, d 28 Sep 1943 Mt. Sterling, Madison Co. 

OH, m 04 Jul 1891 Harvey E. Sells b 27 May 1871 

OH, d 15 Mar 1943 Mt. Sterling, son of David Sells 

and Caroline Reichelderfer. Three children 

 I. i. 6. George Wertman b 1874 OH, d 18 Jan 

1901 Pickaway,  of ñla grippe,ò m 28 Dec 1898 

Florence E. Davis b 1882. George buried Zion 

Cemetery near his father, mother, and Wertman 

grandparents. One child 

 I. i. 7. John David Wertman b Oct 1879 

Pickaway, d 29 Jan 1963 Stoutsville, m Mary Etta 

Cramer b 1885 Pickaway, d 15 May 1973 Stouts-

ville. Records indicate they are buried at Maple Hill. 

Three children 

 I. ii. John Wertman b/d/m Pickaway, b 14 Jul 

1836 Washington Twp., d 11 Mar 1924, m 30 May 

1858, Catherine Heffner b 22 Sep 1837, d 26 Feb 

1884 Washington Twp., daughter of David Heffner 

and Lydia Baer. Both buried Forest Cemetery, Cir-

cleville, Pickaway Co. Seven children, four daugh-

ters and three sons 

 I. ii. 1. Emma Wertman b/d Pickaway, b 05 Apr 

1859, d 19 Oct 1903 of a tumor, buried Forest 

Cemetery. 

 

Gravestones at Zion Lutheran Cemetery 


