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.J.\l\IES GlUU;R'1' FOS'l'ER 

,Jam,'" Gillw/'! was th" second son of James and 
Hanuah \',!ood Foster. He was born at the }<'oster home 
ill thll 8ocoud concession of Huntingdon iu 1847 and died 
al ilenllclm, Sask. Octob"r 26th. 191:1. He was married 
to Phoebe Ann, daughter of Jaco·b a 1](1 Matilda Salishury 
of Huntingdl)n Township. 

Owing to an accident when he was a young man he 
lust his left hand, by having it lacerated in a straw 
cutter. He obtaiued a teacher's certificate. and fur a 
time tau.gllt public schaul. Peda~()gy, however, not 
provin~ to hi;; taste, he leU that profession and llur­
cha;;ed a f,trm in the second concession of the Township 
of Huntingdon. Allide from his farm he was aiisociated 
with a numher of othel' activities. For a period of years 
he was President and Salesman for the Moira Cheese 
Manufacturing Company, {or a longer time he was Clerk 
of the municipality of the Township of Huntingdon. He 
also conducted an insnrance business a nd was for a time 
district wpresentative for the Frost. & \Vood Company as 
well as other Companies engaged in farm implement and 
can iage-making. He was also during 'Ihesp yeal's very 
activ() in church work, bein~ ~perilltendent of the Sun­
day School and choir leader or the Methodist Church. 

In the spring of 1904 he moved with his family to 
reSide Ileal' Brooklin. Ont., where he pnrchased a farm. 
Here he remained for five years, when he disposed of his 
farm and moved to Denholm, Susk., and took liP a sec­
tion Df land. Here he passed away slJ(ldenly and lln­
exp8(,jp{]ly,from he:Ht trouble. 

Iu the cou['s(' of a colUTllU editorial appreC'iatioll. 
TIHl Daily Ontario of flellpville had this to 8ay.-··­

,;"10" 

i "The death of Janw~ GilhE-rt Foster rE-moves from 

~{ this sad 01(1 world a man whose suuny t[]mperament 
spelIlPd lI(;Vl'r to suffer an pdipsp. ~o matter ho", (lark 

the days 1101' how sombre the outlook, his smil(" was Just 
as hl'ight. and his abounding ~ood nature jnst a8 con­
t:lg-ioIlS as thon~h shadows and darkness were lin known. 

HHh optimism was no mpre manifestation of a cer­
tain levity of mind or exepss of animal spirit or the 
assume(1 gaipty of tht. political mixer hoping for favor~. 

I: was deeper and truer than that. Itather w(lul(1 we say 
that it arose frolI1 ~enlline sympathy and kindness of 
heart. 

".Tallies Gilhert }<'oster made friends of the .. lIildren 
and could call them all by name. A(lvaneing years 
seeme(1 to causn no diminution or that spirit (}f eterml.i 
yout.h that ma.nifestpd itself in a love for all illlals, for the 
hig world outside and for little children. 

"Ill the hurly-hurly of modern husiness the most of 
ns are old in spirit almost hefor'l we have passed th8 
threshold of youth. James Gilbert Foster would have 
remained young had he reached the century mark, and 
though he was sixty-six years ()Id as the world reckons 
time, yet his demis·e at that age seems like the sadly 
prematnrn en(ling of a youthflll CarellI'. Still we cannot 
but think that his passing is much as he himseJ[ ·would 
have ol'dered--·hc[ore the infirm:ties lind disahilities of 
age had lai(1 lIpon him and taken away that eapacity to 
choer the world around him. Aud that world is today a 
poon~r and a sadder place to many a.ud many a one be­
causo this hig-hearted geniai, opt.imistic {riend has been 
removed," 
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