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Revolutionary War soldier John Stewart was born in East Haddam, Connecticut, and when he applied for 
his pension in 1832, he had been living in Frankfort, New York, for about 30 years.(1)  His pension file 
contains no information about his family.  However, the "Stewart Clan Magazine" contains conflicting 
accounts of John Stewarts in Frankfort, and the Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension 
Files contain yet another conflicting entry.

"Stewart Clan Magazine," June 1927, Vol. 5, No. 12, page 241.  John4 Stewart (John3, John2, Alex1)(2) 
born 1762, East Haddam, Connecticut, soldier in Revolutionary War, pension record.  He married 
Mehitable Hungerford [Nov] 1783 at her father's house in East Haddam.  After the war, moved to 
Cornwall, Connecticut, and later moved to Massachusetts.  About 1800 moved to Frankfort, Herkimer 
County, New York.  He died August 12, 1834, at Frankfort.  His pension was applied for September 1, 
1832, and granted.  Mehitable applied for pension October 23, 1840, and Jehiel Hungerford made 
affidavit that she was his younger sister.  Hobart Graves testified as to her husband's service. 

"Stewart Clan Magazine," June 1927, Vol. 5, No. 12, p. 242.  John Stewart (1761-1834) of Frankfort, 
Herkimer County, New York, married Mehitable Burdick, sister of Pardon Burdick(3) of Hopkinton, 
Rhode Island, according to Roger F. Williams of Frankfort, a descendant.  They lived above the Valley 
of the Mohawk, and the older members of the family are buried in the Gralfenburg (sic) Cemetery, town 
of Frankfort.  He is believed to be the son of John Steward and Content Larkin of Hopkinton, Rhode 
Island, married April 8, 1758, in Hopkinton.(4)  Mehitable died April 17, 1845, at age 79.(5)

The DAR Patriot Index lists John Stewart, Revolutionary War soldier, married to Mehitable Burdick, 
born 1761, Died August 12, 1834, Pvt. CT.  It lists no other John Stewart with similar facts.(6)

The Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files lists John Stewart, S28902, CT Line, 
soldier was born in 1762 in East Haddam, Connecticut, and he lived there at enlistment and afterwards 
moved to western Connecticut, and about 1802 he moved to Frankfort in Herkimer County, New York, 
where he applied September 1, 1832.(7)  

Also listed in the Genealogical Abstracts is John Stewart, VT Line, Mehitable, W22345, soldier married 
Mehitable Hungerford at her father's in East Haddam, Connecticut, in November 1783, and soldier died 
August 12, 1834, at Frankfort in Herkimer County, New York, and his widow lived there when she 
applied October 23, 1840, in Oneida County, New York, aged 75 years.  Soldier lived at Bennington, 
Vermont, at enlistment; soldier originally applied October 10, 1832, at Richfield, Otsego County, New 
York.  Soldier was born January 15, 1763, at Norwich, Connecticut, and he lived there until 1777, then 
moved to Bennington, Vermont, with his mother who had remarried after his father's death, and in 1782 
he moved to Pollet "Pawlet," Vermont, then moved to Kingsbury, New York, for a short time and about 
40 to 45 years prior to 1834 he moved to Otsego, New York, for nine years, then moved to ...(etc., etc.)... 
then moved to Richfield, New York.  Soldier's widow was living in 1845.(8) 

All the evidence available at the time of this writing supports the conclusion that John Stewart (S28902), 
the long-term resident of Frankfort, was married to Mehitable Hungerford and that they are the couple 
buried in the Graffenburg Cemetery.  The confusion documented above can be accounted for by the 
misplacement of Mehitable's pension application in the file of the John Stewart (W22345) of 
Richfield.(9)   

In John (S28902)'s pension application, Jehiel Hungerford supported John's good character.  Jonathan 
Harvey and Hobart Graves verified John's military service.  In his deposition, John stated that at the 
expiration of his six-month term of service in Captain Shapley's company, stationed at Fort Trumbull, he 
procured Hobart Graves to take his place.

In Mehitable's pension application, both Jehiel Hungerford and Hobart Graves(10) testified for her.  In 
addition, due to age and infirmity Mehitable signed with her mark, and Pardon Stewart witnessed her 
signing.  A significant related fact is that John and Mehitable Stewart of Frankfort had a son Pardon.(11)  
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If Mehitable's papers were removed from John (W22345)'s file, this John Stewart of Richfield would 
have nothing to connect him with the death date of August 12, 1834, no mention of a wife, and no 
connection to Frankfort.  And Mehitable's papers contain nothing to connect her with John (W22345).  
While her papers also make no reference to where she lived during her marriage or how long she had 
been in Frankfort, they refer to John Stewart "of Frankfort."

Furthermore, two descendants of John Stewart (W22345) provided information at odds with the 
supposition that he was married to Mehitable Hungerford.  Several letters dealing with the subject are 
included in his pension file.  A great-grandchild of this John Stewart wrote in 1908, and on receiving the 
information about his dying in Frankfort, leaving widow Mehitable Hungerford Stewart, this descendant 
wrote back asking for help in clearing up the conflicting information, for the John Stewart of Richfield 
Springs (W22345) was married to Phebe (sic) Castle, "and he was not twice married"; he died [July] 15, 
1848, at Richfield Springs, and his wife was born in 1766 and died October 22, 1842.  Another 
great-grandchild wrote in 1926 for information on this veteran and stated that John was born January 15, 
1763, died July 15, 1848, and was married to Phebe (sic) Castle.  She also stated that her 84-year-old 
mother "remembers him well."

Also in this John Stewart's pension file, where, significantly, it was misplaced, is a December 24, 1926, 
request for information on the John Stewart of Frankfort who married Mehitable "Burdick" from Roger 
F. Williams.  In the "Stewart Clan Magazine," Mr. Williams is given as the source of the detail that 
Mehitable was the sister of Pardon Burdick.  (See page 1 of this paper.)  Mehitable Hungerford could 
have been thought to have been born Mehitable Burdick because there was a family connection to the 
Burdicks.  

That connection was through Mehitable Hungerford's sister Lydia.  Lydia married Pardon Burdick of 
Wilbraham, Massachusetts, on March 24, 1790,(12) making Mehitable the sister-in-law rather than the 
sister of Pardon Burdick.  In the Colonial period the term "in-law" was used for "step" relationships, such 
as stepsister, whereas the relationship we now call sister-in-law was then merely "sister."(13)  Perhaps the 
old meaning persisted into Pardon's generation, resulting in a misunderstanding among descendants.

Pardon Burdick, husband of Lydia, died March 19, 1840, at age 74.  Lydia, wife of Pardon, died 
December 8, 1838, at age 68.  They are buried in the Graffenburg Cemetery.(14)  Pardon's probate 
records indicate that no children of this marriage survived.(15)  Although Mehitable Stewart was still 
living in Frankfort, Pardon's next of kin as listed in the probate records do not include her, nor do they 
include any Stewart nieces and nephews, as one would expect if Mehitable Stewart had been his sister.  

In addition, noteworthy circumstantial evidence supports the case for the Hungerford connection.  Kathy 

Schaefer, descendant of Pardon Stewart, visited the family graves in the Graffenburg Cemetery and 
reported that children of Nathaniel and Rachel (Cone) Hungerford are buried in the old part of the 
cemetery, with John and Mehitable Stewart's graves in the midst of Hungerford plots and with the graves 
of Pardon and Lydia Burdick right beside John and Mehitable.  As she described it, “It really looks like it 
was originally their family burial area as all the old graves are clustered together around the small grove 
of trees.”(16)  Hungerfords buried here include Jehiel Jr. and his wives Sally and Polly; Diodate and his 
wives Sarah and Roxana; Nathaniel and his wife Dorothy; and Silence, wife of Stephen.(17)  Nathaniel 
Hungerford and Rachel Cone were the parents of Mehitable (I conclude, she who married John Stewart) 
and Lydia as well as sons named Nathaniel and Stephen.(18)  Son Stephen married Silence Wood in 
1783, and son Nathaniel married Dorothy Gates in 1788.(19)  Diodate, tentatively, was the son of the 
latter; in the 1850 census, Diodate's household included 81-year-old Dolly Hungerford.(20)
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JOHN (S28902) and MEHITABLE STEWART'S CHILDREN(21)

Sally, married Jehiel Hungerford, her cousin.(22)  

Mahitable (sic), married       James  Russell(23)    
                                                Rufus Dyke(24)  

Rachel, married ____ Ingram

Mary, married Jonathan Russell Jr.(25)

John, married Rebecca Russell(26)

Pardon, April 16, 1799-1871, married Elizabeth Buck, who died Sept. 6, 1842, aged 41.  Pardon then 
married Prudence Dyke, 1820-1900.(27)

Prudence, not mentioned by the Holland Patent Chapter.(28) 

Without Prudence, this is the right number of children and of the right genders to agree with the census of 
1810.(29)  Pardon, Mary, and Prudence were mentioned as the children of John and Mehitable in the 
"Stewart Clan Magazine."(30)  Mary and Pardon were mentioned as children of John Stewart and 
Mehitable "Burdick" in Roger F. Williams' letter of December 24, 1926, which was mistakenly filed in 
the pension papers of John (W22345) Stewart.
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JOHN and MEHITABLE STEWART'S GRANDCHILDREN

JONATHAN and MARY RUSSELL's children(31)  

Mary Russell, apparently had not married by the time of her father's death.

Pardon S., born in Frankfort February 13, 1830.  He was married November 29, 1854, to Cythera Inman 
of Frankfort, one of eight children of Asel and Cyntha (Baldwin) Inman.(32) 

Betsey, married Dennis Lewis

Rachal (sic), married Ki[lborn] Manning     

George M.

Jonathan, married Harriet ____ (33)

Amanda, married Rufus Dyke(34)

One other child(35)  

JOHN JR. and REBECCA STEWART'S children(36)

Chauncey, born in Herkimer County,(37) 1819-1909; married Mary Ann Southworth on December 18, 
1850, in Mexico, New York, moved to Howard County, Nebraska, in 1880.  

Frederick Augustus, 1827-1903, born in Frankfort, New York, married Lucretia Ann Brown, daughter of 
George E. Brown and Aphema Seamans, in Pulaski, New York, on March 30, 1854; moved to the 
Hebron, Illinois/Linn, Wisconsin, locality in 1854, years later to Rock Island County, Illinois, and in 1881 
to Howard County, Nebraska.

Roxie, married George Brown, brother of Frederick Stewart's wife Lucretia Ann Brown.  (Roxana 
Stewart, b. April 22, 1825.(38))

James Russell Stewart, b. May 11, 1832, Frankfort, NY; d. June 22, 1906, Mexico, NY.

Sally Stewart, b. January 01, 1816.

Lorenzo D. Stewart, b. 1814.

Hi[l]tie Stewart, b. 1821.

Sylvia Stewart, b. 1823, d. June 06, 1859; m. Joel Southworth.(39)
      
Caroline Stewart, b. ____, m. ____ Boothe.

Alzina Stewart, b. June 30, 1834, Mexico, NY; m. Leonard B. Seaman.(40)
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PARDON STEWART'S children(41)

Henry, b. June 24, 1821, m. Almira Nye

William, b. Sept. 27, 1823

Francis, b. [March] 10, 1826, m. Caroline Nye

Mary, b. June 8, 1838,(42) m. James Lewis   

Albert, b. Oct. 21,1844, m. Frances Rushner  

Olive, b. April 16,1846, m. Newton Hungerford 

Louisa, b. Feb. 1[9], 1848, m. H. W. Bouck(43)

CHILDREN OF SALLY STEWART AND JEHIEL HUNGERFORD JR.(44)

Amos, b. Feb. 10, 1806, m. Eliza Nichols

Roxanna, b. abt. 1807, d. Aug. 14, 1824

Asahel, b. bef. 1810, m. Laura Dunham

Jehiel, b. abt. 1813, m. first Polly Stephens, then Julia Ann (Nichols?) 

Lucinda, b. 1814, m. Edward Buck

John S., b. 15 July, 1816, m. Permelia Leech

Jonathan, b. abt. 1821, d. 13 NOV 1827

Daniel, b. abt. 1822

REBECCA RUSSELL'S PARENTS

Jonathan Russell Sr. and his wife Priscilla who was listed, but without relationship given, as 78 years old 
and with the Jonathan Russell Jr. family at the time of the 1850 census of the Town of Frankfort.  
Jonathan Russell Jr. was born in Dutchess County, New York, in 1796 and moved to Herkimer County in 
1801.(45)  Buried in the Wetmore Cemetery of Frankfort are Jonathan Russell, who died December 2, 
1825, aged 57, and his wife Priscilla, who died August 15, 1851, aged 83.(46)  

CHILDREN OF JONATHAN RUSSELL AND PRISCILLA SMITH(47)

Elisha S., b. October 8, 1791, d. October 28, 1865.

James, b. July 12, 1792, d. October 22, 1837; m. Mehitable Stewart.(48)
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Rebecca, b. September 21, 1794, d. January 9, 1852.(49)

Jonathan, b. December 18, 1796, d. February 21, 1885, Frankfort, NY; m. May Stewart.(50)

Anice, b. January 10, 1800, d. March 23, 1872.(51)

Naomi, b. March 4, 1802, d. April 29, 1877.(52)

Ruth, b. March 4, 1802, d. October 5, 1875.(53)

Joshua, b. May 19, 1804, d. December 28, 1865.

David, b. June 19, 1806, d. April 8, 1880.

Elmer, b. May 10, 1809, d. March 2[8], 1889

Elvin, b. May 10, 1809

Sally, b. April 14, 1811, d. March 5, 1881.

GEORGE AND APHEMA BROWN'S CHILDREN(54)

The Bible entry:  “George E. Brown was married to A[p]ema Seamans december 12, 1816 in the 21 year 
of his age - apema in the 18 year of her age”(55)  

George C., b. January 8, 1821.  Married Roxie Stewart, sister of Frederick Stewart.

Edmond [S. or H.], b. December [18], 1824.  Died at age 21, weightlifting.

Thomas [C.], b. October [14 or 24], 1828.  Married Nancy Currier; lived in Mexico, New York, in 1852 
and Illinois in 1859.  Thomas died at St. Paul, Nebraska.

Isaac and Jacob (twins), b. March [20], 1831, in New York.  Jacob(56) married Ivy Moses on October 
18, 1884, at St. Paul, Nebraska.  He died in 1903.  Isaac married Belle ____.

Lucretia Ann, b. June 26, 1834, in Clay, Oswego County, New York.  Married Frederick Stewart in 
Pulaski, New York, March 30, 1854.  Died August 4, 1920, at St. Paul, Nebraska.
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DETAILS IN SUPPORT OF REBECCA AND JOHN STEWART JR.'S PLACE IN THIS LINEAGE

In the census of 1810 John Stewart's household included a woman in the right age category to be 
Mehitable, two young males in the right age categories to be John Jr. and Pardon, and four young 
females.(57)

(The 1810 census also had an Eliphalet Stewart and a John Stewart too old to be John Jr.  This individual 
might have been Eliphalet's son, the John Stewart who was born in 1786, married Eunice Wilcox, and 
moved to Busti in 1811.  This John Stewart had a son John Jr. who was born in 1806 and married Joanna 
Glidden in 1831.(58))    

The 1800 census had only Joseph Stewart, discussed below.  John Stewart, with many of the same 
neighbors as in the 1810 census - indicating that he was the same individual - was on the 1820 census, 
and he was listed in the census index for 1830.(59)  

The 1835 Frankfort census had two John Stewarts, an old one and John Jr. who was in the right age 
category and had children in the right categories to be Chauncey's and Frederick's father.(60)  Other 
sources (see above) give Chauncey's birthplace as Herkimer County and Frederick's as Frankfort.

John Stewart Jr. and Rebecca sold land in Frankfort in 1834, part of it to Jonathan Russell.(61)  John 
Stewart bought land in Richland on April 21, 1835.(62)  The 1855 census of Richland shows that John 
Stewart, father of Chauncey, had lived in Richland for 21 years, that he was 62 years old, and that he was 
born in Connecticut.(63)    

Because John was at Chauncey's during the 1855 census but his wife was not, it appeared probable that 
she had died between the time they moved to Richland and the 1855 census.  Buried in the South 
Richland (Willis) Cemetery is Rebecca, wife of John Stewart, died June 9, 1852, aged 57 years, 7 
months, and 19 days.(64)     

In the Richland census of 1855, Russells who came from Herkimer County were living close together, 
and two of them (ages 20 and 23) were named Jonathan.  They are likely relatives of the Stewarts from 
Herkimer County.  Chauncey Stewart's household was listed nearby, as Family 188; the Edwin S. Russels 
(sic) were Family 191.(65)   
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INFORMATION FROM FRANKFORT DEEDS(66)

Nov. [17], 1809      John Stewart bought 124 acres, being part of Lot 103 in a large tract of land known by 
the name of Bayards or the Freemasons patent, for $620.  (This is consistent with Pardon's being his son; 
according to the 1855 census, Pardon arrived in Frankfort in 1805 at age 6.  And John Stewart of East 
Haddam was living in Frankfort when he sold land he owned in East Haddam on Sept. 19, 1811, to Jared 
Cone.(67) 
  
Feb. 23, 1815      Joseph Stewart who had lived in the Frankfort area since about 1795(68) and his wife 
Lydia sold land in Lot 104 of Bayards patent, on the south side of the Mohawk River.  Seldon Harvey's 
land formed part of the boundary.

Oct. 11, 1817       John Stewart and Mehitable sold 24 acres of Lot 103 to Elias Beebe, for $300.  Mary 
Stewart was a witness.   (Whether Elias was connected by marriage is unknown, but a cousin of 
Mehitable Hungerford's married an Abigail Beebe.)(69)    

Sept. 26, 182[3]      John Stewart bought 37.28 acres of land being part of Lot 66 in Cosby's Manor for 
$484.  (Determined to be the same John Stewart who bought land in Lot 103 on the basis of the next three 
deeds.)

May 27, 1824      John Stewart and Mehitable sold 27.28 acres of the Lot 66 land to Jonathan Russel (sic) 
Jr. and Pardon Stewart for $364.  Witnessed by James Russel (sic) and [Mehetabel Russel].

December 2, 1825      Jonathan Russell Sr. died at age 57 and is buried in the Wetmore Cemetery.(70)  

April 27, 1827      John Stewart sold the rest of his land (100 acres) in Lot 103 of Bayards or the 
Freemason patent to Pardon Stewart for $1,500.  [S]eldon Brockway was a witness.  (Whether Seldon 
was kin is unknown, but a cousin of Mehitable Hungerford's married an Enoch Brockway.(71))  This 
appears to have left John with just 10 acres, that in Lot 66.  By this date he was about 65 years old.

April 27, 1827      Pardon and Elizabeth Stewart sold the 27.28 acres in Lot 66 of Cosby's Manor to 
Jonathan Russell for $300. 

April 1, 1828       John Stewart Jr. bought Lot 19 in the subdivision of great lots 65, 66, and 67 in Cosby's 
Manor, 73.56 acres, for $9[19].50, with mortgage.

January 1, 1834      John Stewart Jr. and Rebecca, who signed with her mark, sold 40 acres of Lot 19 to 
Sardies L. Abbott for $720 and the rest of it -- 33.56 acres -- to Jonathan Russel (sic) for $60[5.08].  
Witnessed by Amos Palmeter.  Mr. Abbott and Mr. Palmeter were likely connected by marriage to the 
Russells.(72)

Aug. 12, 1834      John Stewart Sr. died.  He and Mehitable are buried in the Graffenburg Cemetery. 

April 1, 1835      John Stewart bought 5[1].03 acres in Richland, New York, for $600.(73)   

May 2[4], 1839      Pardon Stewart and Elizabeth sold a piece of land for $5.00 to the trustees of the 
Methodist-Episcopal Church, on which to build a place of worship.
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SOME EAST HADDAM CONNECTIONS

Based on evidence presented above, Jehiel Hungerford (S13489) was John Stewart (S28902)'s 
brother-in-law.  Fellow veterans who testified for Jehiel in his pension application were John Stewart, 
Hobart Graves, Jonathan Harvey, and Robert Harvey. 

Robert Harvey married Asenath Cone.  She died March 8, 1845, at Litchfield, New York, where they 
lived.  One of their children was named Seldon.(74)  Among the few items written on one page from 
Mehitable Stewart's pension papers are the names of Asenath Harvey and Mehitable Stewart and the date 
[A...7] 1841.

Joseph Stewart (S11484) married Lydia Stuart.(75)  John Stewart, Jehiel Hungerford, and Jonathan 
Harvey testified for his pension application, which showed that Joseph had lived about 20 miles from the 
lines and was frequently called into service during alarms.  Jonathan Harvey stated that Joseph had lived 
about ¼ mile from Jonathan's residence.  This Joseph's pension file includes a reference to his brother 
Samuel.  A Joseph and Lydia Stewart were living in Cornwall, Connecticut, in 1781, 1782, and 1786 
when they sold land they owned in East Haddam.(76)  The Herkimer County land records show that 
Joseph and Lydia's land in Frankfort was partially bounded by Seldon Harvey's land.  And a Seldon 
Stewart (no kinship given) was a witness for Joseph's pension application.(77)  

Joseph Stewart and John Stewart sold land in Cornwall, Connecticut, between 1787 and 1793.  (See page 
1 of this paper for reference to John in Cornwall.)  They were both enumerated in Cornwall in the 1790 
census according to the Town history by the Reverend E.C. Starr.(78)  

According to the “Stewart Clan Magazine,” John Stewart and his wife Margaret Spencer Stewart, parents 
of John (S28902), had a son Joseph, born June 23, 1755, and a daughter Lydia, but no son named Samuel 
is listed.(79)  Their son Joseph, based on his birth and death dates, would likely be the Revolutionary 
War veteran Joseph Stewart (W13348) who married Anna Preston and died in East Haddam in 1823.  His 
widow married Amasa Harvey of Monson, Massachusetts.(80)  Joseph of East Haddam sold land on 
November 18, 1783, and the deed contains this reference, “the third piece of Land is two shares or 
wrights [sic] which will fall to him the Said Joseph Stuart by Division in his Mothers third the widow 
Margaret Stewarts third of the Estate of John Stuart 2'd dec'd Said Land Joins to Said Annibals 
Land.”(81)  Had this Joseph been married on this date, his wife would have had to document her consent 
to the sale, but the deed contains no reference to a wife.

It appears very likely that the Lydia Stuart who married Joseph Stewart (S11484) was the sister of John 
Stewart (S28902).  Joseph and Lydia of Cornwall sold land in East Haddam both before and after the 
Joseph of East Haddam's deed quoted above.  In their deed signed March 23, 1786, part of the land is 
described thus, “it being all the land that we own in the Estate of John Steward Jun. of Easthaddam afore 
Said deceas'd, being by Estimation two acres: be the Same more or less.”(82)  Joseph (S11484) appears to 
have been, besides brother-in-law, a cousin to John (S28902).(83)

As appears to have been typical in Colonial New England, marriages in the locality of East Haddam, 
Connecticut, resulted in individuals who were cousins to each other by more than one path, as individuals 
married their interrelated neighbors over generations.  While my goal in writing this paper was to offer 
evidence for the identity of John Stewart (S28902)'s wife, I hope also to have shed some light on a few 
other relationships among his relatives and neighbors.
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ENDNOTES

1.  Revolutionary War pension file for John Stewart, S28902.

2.  East Haddam land records offer support for this John Stewart's lineage.  John received land from the 
estate of his father John Jr. and thereafter bought land from his grandfather John Stewart in 1785.  
Information included in an August 12, 1980, letter from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, East Haddam Historical 
Society, East Haddam, CT.

3.  Burdick Genealogy gives #42 Hubbard Burdick who had a son Pardon Burdick and a daughter-in-law 
Mehitable, wife of John Burdick.  Information included in a May 19, 1981, letter from Dorothy K. 
Stewart, North Stonington, CT. 

4.  Town Clerk Jenarita F. Aldrich of Hopkinton, in a letter of June 21, 1989, provided a copy of the only 
record in their 1700's records for John Steward and Content Larkin, and that record was of their 
marriage.  I did not pursue this line of inquiry.

5.  Both excerpts from the "Stewart Clan Magazine" were included in a May 19, 1981, letter from 
Dorothy K. Stewart, North Stonington, CT.  

6.  DAR Patriot Index, Centennial Edition, National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Centennial Administration.  Washington.  1990.

7.  White, Virgil D., Genealogical Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files, The National 
Historical Publishing Co., Waynesboro, TN.  1992.  Page 3336.

8.  Ibid., 3337.

9.  A veteran's pension file number preceded by "S," for soldier, indicates that the surviving veteran 
applied.  Because John (S28902) has such a file number, it would appear that the misplacement of 
Mehitable's application occurred early.  After verification, a widow's application would become part of 
her husband's packet if he had applied.  At this point the packet would no longer carry an "S" number, 
but would be given a "W," for widow, number.  According to descendants (see above) John (W22345)'s 
wife Phebe preceded him in death, but both he and Phebe were living in 1840 when Mehitable applied 
for her widow's pension.  Perhaps shared circumstances put the two John Stewarts' pension packets in 
proximity where such a mistake could occur.  Both men were born in Connecticut, they applied for their 
pensions while living in adjacent counties, and they applied within 6 weeks of each other.

10.  Due to lightness of the script and the poor quality of the roll of microfilm used for this research, 
Jehiel Hungerford's deposition and one of Hobart Graves' two depositions were impossible to read except 
the signatures.  It can be assumed that these two depositions are referred to in the excerpt from page 241 
of the "Stewart Clan Magazine" given above.  This excerpt indicates an awareness of Mehitable's 
misplaced pension application by 1927.

11.  A November 1998 photograph (provided by Kathy Schaefer, descendant of Pardon and Elizabeth 
Stewart, with letter dated January 9, 1999) shows gravestones for John and Mehitable Stewart beside 
stones for Pardon and Elizabeth in the Graffenburg Cemetery.  In the same letter, Kathy provided 
photocopies of pages from a Bible that was passed through time by descendants of Pardon's son Henry.  
The Bible lists John and Mehitable as the first deaths in the Family Records.  The handwriting of this 
first set of entries is consistent through dates into 1894; a new hand takes over with the first entry in the 
new century, a death in 1906.     

12.  From marriage records, Hadlyme Congregational Church of East Haddam, cited in a May 19, 1981, 
letter from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, East Haddam Historical Society. 
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13.  Schoeffler, William, "Evidence vs. proof:  Guidelines for the Genealogist," Summer History 
Symposium, Clarksville, Indiana Historical Society, July 27-28, 1990.  Tape-recorded lecture.

14.  Cemetery records data from 60,000-name cemetery file assembled by Herkimer County Historical 
Society member George Hildebrandt.  Information supplied in a January 19, 1996, letter from Tod 
Waterbury of the Society.

15.  Pardon Burdick, File #00346, Herkimer County Surrogate Court Chambers.  

16.  <...> Kathy Schaefer, “Re: Veteran John Stewart,” 5/11/01 6:26:38 PM PDT, to DorPartsch, 
electronic copy in my possession.

17.  Graffenburg Cemetery typed transcription from the files of the Herkimer County Historical Society, 
sent by Kathy Schaefer, January 9, 1999.

18.  Data from the Millington Church records included with May 19, 1981, letter from Karl P. Stofko, 
DDS, East Haddam Historical Society.  

19.  Hungerford Genealogy, pages included with May 19, 1981, letter from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, East 
Haddam Historical Society.

20.  The 1850 U.S. census, pop. sch., Herkimer County, New York, Town of Frankfort, National 
Archives Microfilm Publications, Microcopy 432, Roll 512,  Dwell. 44, Fam. 49.

21.  Holland Patent Chapter, National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution.  Our 
Revolutionary Ancestors.  February 1990.  Has a page on the John Stewart who married "Mahitable 
Burdick" listing the children.  Lists as references DAR Patriot Index, Vol. I, page 648, National #271977.  
Information in plain style is from the Holland Patent Chapter material, and information in italic style is 
from other sources. 

22.  While the Holland Patent Chapter identified Sally's husband as Hyal Hunderford, Linda Schlater, a 
descendant, confirmed that he was Jehiel Hungerford, Jr. and that he died January 8, 1838, in Herkimer 
County (Family records compiled, supported by extensive, fine documentation, and annotated by Linda 
Schlater, mailed to me February 2, 1999.) 

23.  James Russel (sic) and [Mehetabel Russel] witnessed John and Mehitable Stewart's Frankfort land 
sale on May 27, 1824.

24.  Kathy Schaefer, January 9, 1999, photocopy of a handwritten obituary for Prudence Dyke stating 
that she was the daughter of Rufus and Olive Dyke.  The Wetmore Cemetery transcription lists Rufus 
Dyke with his first wife, Olive, and his second wife, Mehitable.  (It also lists the younger Rufus Dyke 
with his wife Amanda Russell.)

25.  The name Mary Stewart as the wife of Jonathan Russell Jr. is supported in other sources including 
The History Of Herkimer County, New York (F.W. Beers & Co., NY.  1879.  W.E. Morrison & Co., 
Republishers, Ovid, New York.  1980.  Page 250.)  From the Russell family data (Garold A. Stewart fax 
Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m.), it appears that her nickname might have been May.

26.  Family notes, Garold A. Stewart fax Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m.  

27.  Elizabeth (Betsey) is buried in the Graffenburg Cemetery.  The Herkimer County Historical Society's 
typed transcription of gravestone data for the Graffenburg Cemetery (from Kathy Schaefer, January 9, 
1999) gives Pardon's date of death on his stone in the Graffenburg Cemetery as September 4, 1871.  
After Betsey's death, Pardon remarried, and his young second wife, Prudence, survived Pardon by 30 
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years.  Pardon and Prudence were listed as being buried at the Wetmore Cemetery (data on the couple's 
burial place, Prudence's years of birth and death, and Pardon's year of death included in a July 3, 1979, 
letter from researcher Elizabeth Edmunds, Lee Center, NY, and are also on the typed Wetmore Cemetery 
transcription).  However, Kathy Schaefer searched the Wetmore Cemetery without finding grave markers 
for Prudence and Pardon, leaving it likely that he is indeed buried beside Elizabeth at the Graffenburg 
Cemetery (phone conversation, December 1998).

28.  This name perhaps entered the roles of John and Mehitable's children due to later confusion as to 
Prudence Dyke Stewart's place in the family. 

29.  Census data included in a letter of September 8, 1981, from Teresa Scanlon, Herkimer County 
Historical Society.  By 1810, however, older children could have left home.

30.  "Stewart Clan Magazine," June 1927, Vol. 5, No. 2, page 242; information included in a May 19, 
1981, letter from Dorothy K. Stewart, North Stonington, CT. 

31.  From Jonathan's will, included with a February 1, 1996, letter from Ron Varley, St. Louis, MO. 

32.  Pardon S. is mentioned in his father's will, while the other information here is from:  Hardin, George 
A.  History of Herkimer County, New York.  Publisher unknown, Little Falls, NY.  Est. 1893.  Text at 
GenealogyLibrary.com, page 89 of the original publication. 

33.  The first codicil to his father's will shows that Jonathan died between April 17, 1878, when the will 
was made, and April 8, 1879.  It also shows that his widow was named Harriet.

34.  The 1850 U.S. census, pop. sch., Herkimer County, New York, Town of Frankfort, National 
Archives Microfilm Publications, Microcopy 432, Roll 512,  Dwell. 89, Fam. 94. Samuel D. Abbet, age 
42, S[ophona], age 42, James Abbet, age 14.  Also Rufus Dyke Jr., age 25, [Amand] Dyke, age 25, Mary 
Dyke, age 5, and Amanda Dyke, age 3.

35.  The History Of Herkimer County, New York.  F.W. Beers & Co., NY.  1879.  W.E. Morrison & Co., 
Republishers, Ovid, NY.  1980.  Page 250.  Jonathan and Mary had four sons and four daughters, of whom 
six were living when the history was written.  

36.  Except where noted, information on the children, down the list through Roxie's marriage, and on the 
Brown family is from Stewart-Brown descendants, my close relatives.  In the 1950-60's, my grandmother 
Eva Stewart Kiechel, granddaughter of Frederick Augustus Stewart and Lucretia Brown Stewart, 
recorded all the family history of her grandparents' generation that was available from old family papers 
and the memories of relatives.  The family was, however, unable to provide the given names of the 
great-grandparents and did not remember the names of all the children. 
 In 1850, John and Rebecca's family was recorded thus:  1850 U.S. census, pop. sch., Oswego County, 
New York, Town of Richland, National Archives Microfilm Publications, Microcopy 432, Roll 578, 
Dwell. 178, Fam. 178.  John, age 63, and Rebecca Stewart, age 56, with Chauncey, age 31; Caroline, age 
21; James, age 18; and Alsina, age 16.  

37.  Town of Richland 1855 Census, page 89; data included in a March 24, 1979, letter from researcher 
Beulah S. Schroeder, Oswego, NY.

38.  Garold A. Stewart fax of Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m., Stewart and Russell family information.  The 
faxed material has the Stewart data on family record pages from the James Russell Stewart family Bible.  
The handwriting for these facts appears to be the same as was used to enter James Russell Stewart's death 
in 1906.  Except where noted, information on the children listed below Roxie is from Garold, for my 
branch of the Stewarts did not leave record of them.  The Russell material includes family notes and a 
letter, apparently in draft, written circa 1901, with a separate sheet in the same hand listing facts for 
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James Russell (father of Jonathan), Jonathan and Priscilla, and their 12 children.  Because handwriting in 
the fax was not entirely legible, I also relied on Garold's transcriptions of the Stewart and Russell data, 
which he sent by email August 15, 1999.

39.  FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Service, International Genealogical Index (IGI) Record, Film 
537497, page 7.  (This source was used for the given name of Sylvia's husband, but contents of the film 
are unverified data).

40.  For Alzina's husband's given name, History of McHenry County, Illinois, Interstate Publlishing Co.  
1885.  Page 721.

41.  Except where noted, the information on Pardon's children is from the Henry Stewart family Bible, 
copy of family records pages from Kathy Schaefer, January 9, 1999.

42.  Year of birth approximate, based on census information because it was not legible in the photocopy 
of family records from the Henry Stewart family Bible.

43.  Handwritten obituary for Prudence Dyke has a daughter listed as Mrs. H.W. Bouck.  This is probably 
the Henry Bouck whose death is listed beside that of Louisa Stewart Bouck in the Henry Stewart family 
Bible.   Copies from Kathy Schaefer, January 9, 1999.

44.  Family records compiled, supported by extensive, fine documentation, and annotated by Linda 
Schlater, mailed to me February 2, 1999.

45.  The History Of Herkimer County, New York.  F.W. Beers & Co., NY.  1879.  W.E. Morrison & Co., 
Republishers, Ovid, NY.  1980.  Page 250.  

46.  Cemetery file data included in a January 19, 1996, letter from Tod Waterbury, Herkimer County 
Historical Society. 

47.  Information on the children is from Garold A. Stewart fax Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m.  

48.  The circa 1901 handwritten Russell family letter (Garold A. Stewart fax Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m.)  
indicates that Jonathan and James Russell married Stewarts who were sisters.

49.  Russell family notes (Garold A. Stewart fax Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m.) indicate that Rebecca Russell, 
too, married a Stewart sibling, namely John, brother of Mehitable and James.

50.  Sources including the Wetmore Cemetery typed transcription from the files of the Herkimer County 
Historical Society (sent by Kathy Schaefer, January 9, 1999) indicate that Jonathan's wife was Mary 
Stewart.  Judging from the transcription and the Russell family list of children (Garold A. Stewart fax 
Sept. 11, 1999, 2:08 p.m.) it appears that three sons of Jonathan and Priscilla (Jonathan Jr., James, and 
Joshua) are buried at the Wetmore Cemetery.  Using the same sources and comparing birth and death 
dates, I speculate that daughters Ruth and Anice might be as well:  Ruth Risley, wife of Eli, and Anise 
Thurston, wife of [William].

51.  See endnote above.  Additionally, a William Thurston family was living in the vicinity of Jehiel 
Hungerford, John Stewart Jr., and Jonathan, David, and Elisha Russell when the 1830 census was taken 
(photocopy of the 1830 census manuscript, a partial page - p. 10? - of the Federal census of the Town of 
Frankfort, but complete from top to bottom, with 26 names, of which Enoch Brockway is the first name 
on the page; John Stewart Jr. is next to the last). 

52.  Naomi, a third daughter buried in the Wetmore Cemetery, is identified thus, "227. Nathan7 Ingersoll 
(John,6 Richard,5 Richard,4 Richard,3 John,2 Richard1), born May 10, 1797 in Conn.; died Dec. 12, 
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1878 at Utica, N. Y.; m. Nov. 28, 1822, Naomi Russell, born Mar. 4, 1802 in Conn.; died April 28, 1877 
at Utica, N. Y., daughter of Jonathan and Priscilla (Smith) Russell of Frankfort Hill, N. Y. He was a 
farmer, residing at Frankfort Hill and Utica" (Avery, Lillian Drake.  A Genealogy of the Ingersoll Family 
in America 1629-1925.  The Grafton Press, NY.  1926.  GenealogyLibrary.com, page 71 of the online 
text).  

53.  For how Ruth's husband was tentatively identified as Eli Risely, see endnote above.

54.  Material in plain style is from the Brown family Bible, and material in italic style is from family 
memory and 1850's family letters. 

55.  In the Brown family Bible, Aphema's name indeed appeared to be spelled with a "p" rather than with 
an "f," but I chose the latter because the family remembered a "Phemie" and because the 1860 census 
recorded the name as "Aphema," supporting its pronunciation as an "f" (1860 U.S. pop. sch., Walworth 
Co., Wisconsin, Town of Linn, Post Office Geneva, National Archives Microfilm Publications, 
Microcopy 653, Roll 1434, Vol. 18 (1 - 753), Dwell. 544, Fam. 68:  Isaac H. Brown, born in New York, 
age 29; and Aphema, born in Vermont, age 60).  

56.  A Jacob Horace Brown bought land in Lot 111 in the Town of Richland, Oswego County, NY, and is 
listed in the Oswego County Land Records as being from Frankfort, NY.  (Included in a May 14, 1979, 
note from researcher Beulah S. Schroeder, Oswego, NY.)  According to the family, Jacob's middle initial 
was "O."  Perhaps the "O." stood for "Oris" as in the name of Jacob Brown's nephew, Jacob Oris Stewart, 
son of Frederick and Lucretia.  Elsewhere in informal family papers, Jacob Brown's middle name is given 
as "Horace."  

57.  1800-1830 census information included in a May 28, 1979, letter from researcher Elizabeth 
Edmunds, Lee Center, NY.  The 1830 data were from the census index, while the 1800, 1810, and 1820 
data were from the published census of Herkimer County, NY (Ralph V. Wood Jr., 1965).

58.  Young, Andrew W.  History Of Chautauqua County.  Printing House of Matthews & Warren, 
Buffalo.  1875.  And an April 16, 1981, letter from Dorothy K. Stewart, North Stonington, CT.

59.  1800-1830 census information included in a May 28, 1979, letter from researcher Elizabeth 
Edmunds, Lee Center, NY.  John Stewart's name was spelled "Stuart" in the 1820 census.  

60.  In her July 3, 1979, letter Elizabeth Edmunds provided the 1835 census data from the Census 
Records in the office of the Herkimer County Clerk.  She asked why John Stewart Sr. was on this census 
if he died in 1834.  She continued, "I don't have an answer except that this census may have been taken in 
the summer of 1834, a year ahead of time."

61.  Land records of Herkimer County, County Clerk's Office, Herkimer, NY.

62.  Land records of Oswego County, County Clerk's Office, Oswego, NY.

63.  Town of Richland 1855 Census, page 89; data included in a March 24, 1979, letter from researcher 
Beulah S. Schroeder, Oswego, NY.  

64.  From a Sept. 12, 1991, letter from Terry M. Prior, Oswego County Historical Society, Oswego, NY.

65.  Town of Richland 1855 Census, page 89; data included in a March 24, 1979, letter from researcher 
Beulah S. Schroeder, Oswego, NY.  

66.  Information in italic style is from sources other than the Herkimer County land records.
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67.  Information included in a May 19, 1981, letter from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, East Haddam Historical 
Society.

68.  Herkimer County land records; this detail included in a July 3, 1979, letter from researcher Elizabeth 
Edmunds, Lee Center, NY.

69.  From the Hungerford Genealogy.  Pages of the Genealogy and information from the Millington 
Church records and from the Vital Statistics Records of the Town of East Haddam, "Arnold Copy," 
included with May 19, 1981, letter from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, East Haddam Historical Society.  

70.  Cemetery records data from January 19, 1996, letter from Tod Waterbury, Herkimer County 
Historical Society.

71.  The Hungerford Genealogy; data included with May 19, 1981, letter from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, East 
Haddam Historical Society.

72.  See an endnote above for the Rufus Dyke Jr. family in the Samuel Abbot household.  Prudence 
Dyke's handwritten obituary lists a surviving sister, Mrs. Caroline Palmiter of Dunde[e], MI (from Kathy 
Schaefer, January 9, 1999).

73.  Land records of Oswego County, County Clerk's office, Oswego, NY.

74.  White, Virgil D., Genealogical Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files, The National 
Historical Publishing Co., Waynesboro, TN.  1992.  Page 1550.  

75.  The DAR Patriot Index, Centennial Edition, National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Centennial Administration, Washington, 1990, gives Lydia Stuart (sic) as this Joseph's wife 
and gives Joseph's birth year as 1759 and his death date as August 19, 1842.  

76.  Information from East Haddam land records included in a May 19, 1981, letter from Karl P. Stofko, 
DDS, East Haddam Historical Society.  And Joseph's pension file includes the detail of his move to 
Cornwall, Connecticut, after the war. 

77.  White, Virgil D., Genealogical Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files, The National 
Historical Publishing Co., Waynesboro, TN.  1992.  Page 3337.  

78.  Information included in a June 5, 1981, letter from Michael R. Gannett, Cornwall Historical Society.

79.  The "Stewart Clan Magazine," Vol. 3, No. 7, page 122; data included in a December 23, 1995, letter 
from Karl P. Stofko, DDS, Municipal Historian, East Haddam.
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80.  White, Virgil D., Genealogical Abstracts Of Revolutionary War Pension Files, The National 
Historical Publishing Co., Waynesboro, TN.  1992.  Page 3337.  

81.  J. Niekamp, transcription of Stewart deeds from LDS Film # 0004100  - East Haddam, CT, Land 
Records, Vols. 9 and 10.  

82.  Ibid.

83.  John Stewart (S28902) appears to have been the grandson of the John Stewart whose brother William 
Stewart's children by wife Mary McWilliams included Samuel, b. March 3, 1759, in East Haddam, CT, 
and Joseph, b. February 10, 1760, East Haddam, CT, d. 1843, Pultney, Steuben, NY; "alleged to be a 
Rev. War Soldier"  (Stewart Clan Newsletter, Internet Edition, March 1998; Volume 4, Number 2; 
retrieved from on line November 1999.  This article's acknowledgement from the editor of the 
newsletter:  "The Descendants of Alexander Stewart/Steuart (and, yes) Stuart of East Haddon and 
Voluntown, CT   This issue would not have been possible without the years of dedicated research by the 
David Wigginton family who supplemented (in great detail) George Edson's original research of the 
Alexander Stewart line featured as this month's 'family tree.'"  George Edson was the editor of the 
"Stewart Clan Magazine.")  Information from Stewart researcher J. Niekamp provides further history of, 
surely, the same Joseph and Lydia, "…- Am researching the Stewart family of Stewart's Corners / 
Pulteney.  Family of Joseph and Lydia Stuart STEWART:  Selden b 1782 md Polly PARKER; Mary b 
1784 md Richard FRANCIS; Rhoda b 1785 m/1 Jonathan SAYRE, m/2 Owen RILEY; Statira b 1787 md 
Harmon EMMONS; Spencer b 1789; Lydia b 1790 md James D. STONE; William b 1792 md Rachel 
ROCKWELL; Joseph b 1794 md Experience KENT; Betsy b 1795 md Thomas STONE; John b 1796 md 
Martha HAYNES; Harriet b 1799 md Zenas PIERCE; Lyman b 1800 md Tamer YOUNG; Hannah b 
1802 md John HORTON; Ann ELiza b 1803 md William HORTON; and Arnold…" (Tue Sep 10 
18:11:34 1996,  Steuben Co., NY GenWeb, Query Archives).

                                                                          ~ END ~


