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This book is dedicated t o  the 
descendants of Michael Koziczkowski 
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is  a l i t t l e  b i t  of both; and t o  my 
son Andy, who has inherited much 
from his  grandfather! 

Max Kozy and Andy Olson 

Maj, Kozy c.1940 
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When I f i r s t  began resc 
goal was simply t o  discover 

Preface 

earching t h e  Koziczkowski family f i v e  years  ago, my. 
and l ea rn  more about my Po l i sh  roots .  Through 

KOZICZKOWSKI, GENEALQGIA MOJEJ RODZINY, I would l i k e  t o  share  with you t h e  
r e s u l t s  of tha t  learning process and attempt t o  awaken i n  those'who have l ived  
away from the core community, a sense of e thnic  p r ide  and an understanding of 
those who have gone before; discovering not  only who they w e r e  but a l s o  why 
they were. 

W e  can a l l  be  proud t h a t  Michael Koziczkowski w a s  t h e  f i r s t  Po l i sh  settler 
i n  Portage County, a r r iv ing  there  i n  1857. Like numerous o the r  f r o n t i e r  famil ies ,  
the  Koziczkowski's endured great  hardships over many years.  Conditions.were - 

primitive, mater ia l  c m f o r t s  non-existant. The men d id  hack-breaking labor  i n  
the  f i e l d s ,  c lear ing them of th ick  s tands  of timber and heavy rock, Often they 
muon-lighted a t  nearby s m f l l s ,  where wages w e r e  good. The women endured long 
hours beside the men 5.n t h e  f i e l d ,  and then returned home t o  cook, clean and 
tend the  children. Infant  morta l i ty  was high on t h e  f r o n t i e r ;  t h e  ~ i c z k o u s k i  
children of ten  f a l l i n g  victims. f have documented the  deaths of 31 chi ldren 
under the age of 10, t o  have tlied before 1925, The a c t u a l  count probably numbers 
c loser  t o  50. Six of our women died a t  t h e  average age of 30, as a f e s u l t  of 
childbearing and b i r t h .  They left 20 chi ldren motherless! I n  t h e  e a r l y  bays 
most m r r i e d  young and produced l a r g e  families.  However, 19 of those born before 
1925 remained s ing le ,  a few joining re l ig ious  orders,  The average age a t t a i n e d  
by the  Koziczkowski men is  60.5* years. The average age a t t a i n e d  by the  women 
i n  our family is 56.1* years. Longevity seems espec ia l ly  inherent  i n  t h e  John 
and Lwy (Hintz) Koziczkowski family where th ree  of t h e i r  chi ldren have set 
family records: John E. reached t h e  age of 90, Mary (Loreicki) d ied  a t  98 and &. 

- 
Rose (Bronk) is probably the  o ldes t  l i v i n g  descendant a t  the  age of 91. - 

In  almost every case t h e  descendants of Michael and Frances prospered, having 
inher i ted  from them t h e  t r a i t s  of d i l igence ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h e  capaci ty  f o r  
hard work. Some descendants farmed, as t h e i r  f a t h e r s  had before  them, remaining 
i n  the general a rea  of Polonia. The g rea te r  majori ty bramhed o u t  across  the  
'country, entering business, industxy and-t&e professions.  Many of our men served 
t h e i r  country i n  World War f, Vorld-War 11, i n  Korea, and i n  V i e t  Nam; encompassing 
a l l  branches of the  armed forceo. O v e r  the  years,  our women have displayed 
remarkable t a l e n t s ;  not only i n  t h e  hose and community - but  a l s o  i n  the  labor  
force,  professions and t h e  f i n e  a r t s .  

The must popular male names used among ehe Koziczkowski descendants have 
been: Frank, John, Joseph, Charles, Robert, Daniel, David, Michael andaRichard. 
Popular female names have been Mary, Rose, Susan, Frances, Helen, Karen, Kathleen, 
and Joan 

KOZICZKOWSKI, GENEALOGIA M O J E j  RODZINY cons i s t s  mainly of four pa r t s .  The 
f i r s t  is  s t r i c t l y  a genealogy - an accortat-af descent from Michael and Frances 
Koziczkowski. Contained i n  t h i s  sec t ion  'are approximately 490 descendants. Only 
the  male l i n e s  have .been Brought forward ta the  present .  Limited biographical  
mater ia l  is  found here,  under the  appropriate family sec t ion.  

The second par t  presents  a na r ra t ive  account - with h ' i s to r i ca l  and biographical  
mater ia l  - dealing with Michael's l i f e .  The t h i r d  sec t ion  contains a sampling of 
members of the  second and t h i r d  generations, f o r  whom I received extensive 
biographical material .  

*+* 

* The average taken from those who have died. 



The fourth part deals with the role of the Church in the lives of our 
ancestors and here is reproduced much of the History of the Sacred Heart Parish, 
which contains information of great interest to Koziczkowski descendants. 

My hope is that this book will serve as a stepping stone to those researchers 
who would go still farther backwards in time. Records in Poland are becoming . 
increasingly accessible. The Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons) has 
microfilmed extensively in Poland and these films are available to the general 
public at any of their branch libraries around the country. To be successful 
however, the researcher would need to be knowledgeable in the Polish and Latin 
languages. Genealogy is a fascinating hobby and I stand firm in the encourage- 
ment of others whose interest might lie in this direction. 

Because this book was due in great part to their efforts, my gratitude and 
thanks go to the following people: 

to David Kozikoski of Steven's Point, Wisconsin. A dedicated family 
historian for many years. Dave has in his files the names of over 2100 Koziczkowski 
descendants. Because of his generosity and unlimited assistance Part I, 
Koziczkowski Genealogy is directly attributable to his efforts. 

to Raymond Groshek of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. A fellow genealogist, Ray has 
been researching and documenting the Portage County Poles for many years. His 
substantial contribution came in the form of verifying documentation and know- 
ledgeable advise. 

to Daniel Koziczkowski of Steven's Point, Wisconsin, whose interest and 
warmth enveloped me with a sense of family acceptance, even though I was a 
stranger. 

to Linda Koziczkowski of Menominee Falls, Wisconsin. Linda lent her consid- 
erable talent as an artist, in the beautifully done Koziczkowski Coat of Arms. 

to every Koziczkowski descendant who gathered and returned their family 
information; cooperation was nearly perfect. Sophie Koziczkowski Sigman of 
Steven's Point and Carol Koziczkowski Friday, in particular, were of invaluable 
assistance. 

Those of us fortunate to have descended from Michael and Frances can feel 
secure in the knowledge that we do have very defined "roots" and that there is 
a place, not far, which may leave you as it left me, with the euphoric feeling 
of "home" - the Polonia area of Portage County, Wisconsin. 



The KOZICZKOWSKI Genealogy includes a l l  famil ies  descended from Michael and 
Frances KOZICZKOWSKI presently known t o  me.  I l l u s t r a t e d  below i s  an adaptat ion 
of the  Register Plan of organization and numbering which I have used t o  present  
the  fami l i e s  a s  concisely and c lea r ly  a s  possible. Female descendants w i l l  be 
carr ied  forward one generation where they a r e  presented a s  married adu l t s ,  that % 

l i n e  then being aropped. An index is  provided r e f a r i n g  the  reader t o  the  page 
on which an individual  may be located. I n  the  index women a r e  l i s t e d  under both 
maiden and married names. A Spouse Index concludes t h i s  sect ion.  



Koziczkowski Genealogy 
1 

1. Michael von KOZICZKOWSKI b. 11 Sept 1811 probably near  Koziczkowo, Kartuzy 
Co., Poland d. 3 Sept 1881 i n  Sharon, Portage Co., Wisc. He married 
Frances von ZELEWSKA on 30 Oct 1838 i n  Poland. Children:  
** 2 i Josephina Seraphina b. 15  Nov 1839 
** 3 ii Frank ~ o h n  b. 29 Dec 1841 
** 4 iii J u l i a  Marianna b. 8 Sept 1843 
** 5 i v  John Deidor b. 11 May 1845 

J ** 6 v T e o f i l  Edimonde "Charles" b. 14 Nov 1847 
** 7 v i  Clementine Barbara b. 27 Nov 1849 

v i i  --x d i ed  i n  infancy i n  Poland. 
x i  Theresa b. about 1855. Died young. 

x i i  Michael b. 6 Sept 1858 d. 29 Jan  1880 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. 
H e  was s i n g l e .  

** 8 x i i i  Martin b. 14 Nov 1860 
** 9 x i v  Joseph P a t r i c k  b. 17 March 1863 
** 10 xv Martha Cece l ia  b. 27 J u l y  1865 

*2. Josephina S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ K O Z I C Z K O W S K I  b. Nov 1839 i n  Kartuzy Co. , Poland. 
d. 11 Apr 1925 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married Valent ine ZOROMSKI. 
Farmed i n  Sharon. Children:  

i Mathilda b. 1 0  Jan  1864 d. 16 Apr 1956. She marr ied twice :  
Bernard KONOPACKI on 6 Feb 1882. They had 10 ch i ld ren ;  Martin 
STANISLAWSKI on 16 Feb 1904. They had one ch i ld .  

ii Nick b. 25 J u l y  1876 d. 2 Feb 1938. H e  married Mathilda BURAW 
on 30 June 1903. 

iii Charles  b. 25 J a n  1880 d. 31 Aug 1929. He married Anna ZIWICK 
on 22 Jan  1901. Af t e r  farming i n  Portage Co., they  moved t o  
Chicago. 

(?  i v  Marzel i  b. 23 Jan  1881 d. 11 J u l y  1889) 
*3. Frank ~ o h n 2  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 29 Dec 1841 i n  Kartuzy Co. , Poland. d. 29 J u l y  

1914 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. He married V i c t o r i a  ZOROMSKI. No chi ldren .  
*4. J u l i a  ~ a r i a n n a ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 8 Sept 1843 i n  Kartuzy Co., Poland. d. 27 Dec 

1930 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married Adam GORECKI. Farmed i n  Sharon. 
Children: 

i Charles  b. 24 Apr 1870 d. 1 5  Oct 1954. H e  married Katherine 
PLISKA on 6 Nov 1893. Resided i n  Schofield.  

ii Alex b. 8 Oct 1871 d. 30 Dec 1939. Single .  
iii Mathilda b. 29 March 1875 d. 21/22 May 1969. She married James 

O'KEEFE on 3 Apr 1899. Resided i n  Wausau. 
i v  Martha b. 20 March 1882 d. 5 Sept 1951. She married Ge-orge POND 

on 14 May 1907. Resided i n  Town of Sharon. 
v John b. 3 June 1883 d. 7 May 1957. He married Martha GORSKI on 

27 June 1905. Resided i n  Schofield.  
v i  Helen b. 10 May I887 d. 19  Nov 1973. She married Mike 

KOPCHINSKI on 17 Nov 1909. They had 4 ch i ldren .  She l a t e r  
married Martin ZABOROWSKI on 11 Oct 1923. They had one son, 
Lawrence. Resided i n  Steven 's  Point .  

v i i  Mary b. 2 Nov 1889 d. 22 Dec 1977. She married John NORENBERG 
Jr. on 28 Oct 1913. Resided i n  Town of Sharon. 

v i i i  Clementine b. 1874 
i x  Susanna b. 1878 

~ e i d o r 2  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 20 May 1 ar tuzy  Co., Poland. d. 19 Feb 
2 i n  Por tage  Co., Wisc. He marr ie  HINTZ before  1870. Farmed i n  

Frank b .  1 Jan  1870/71? 900. Single .  
y b.  14 June 1872 



iv Josephine prob. died young 
** 13 vJuliab. 4 Sept1880 
** 14 vi Susan b. 11 Aug 1881 

vii Martha b. 10 May 1883 d. 11 March 1953. Single. Housekeeper 
at Sacred Heart Parish. 

viii Nicholas b. 10 Feb 1888 d. 24 Sept 1937. Single. 
** 15 ix Theodora b. 14 Dec 1886 
** 16 x Rose b. 23 Aug 1890? 
** 17 xi Florence 

xii Victor died 5 Jan 1891 at 15 days 
*6. Teofil I3dimonde2 'rCharles" KOZICZKOWSKI b, 14 Nov 1847 in Kartuzy Co., Poland. 

d. 1 Sept 1912. He married Marianna OSTROWSKI about 1873. Farmed in Sharon 
and Stockton. Children: 

J** 18 i Frances b. 13 Jan 1874 
** 19 ii Antonette b. 27/28 Dec 1875 

iii Joseph b. 1877178 died young 
iv Joanna b. 12 July 1879 d. Nov I879 
v David b. 27 W c  1880 died young 

** 20 vi Dominic b. 12 Aug 1887 
** 21 vif Frank b. 3 May 1889 
** 22 viii Rose b. 4 Apr 1891 
** 23 ix Charles b. 3 Sept 1894 

*7. Clementine Barbara KOZICZKOWSKI b. 27 Nov 1849 in Kartuzy Co., Poland d. 11 
Nov 1898 in Portage Co., Wise. She married Simon STRZELEWICZ "SAVAGE". 
Farmed in Sharon. Children: 

, - .-,. 
% i Michael b. 13 Aug 1872 d. I4 July 1908. We married Philomena , 

BELAWSKI. 
- ii Anthony b. 1876 d. 2 July 1880 at 4 yrs. 

iii Joseph b. 1878. He married SAIK . 
iv Louis b. 1880 d. 1919 
v Frances b. 15 Feb 1883 d. 19 Oct 1972. She marrsed Frank KUFEL 
on 16 Apr 1907. 

vi Helen b. 5 May 1885 d. 10 June 1958. She married Frank BRUSKI 
on 6 June 1905. 

vii Johanna b. Aug 1886. She married Frank SCHOLL on 28 Oct 1912. 
viii Dominic b. 2 Aug 1889 d. 22 Dec 1953. He married Victoria 

KONOPACKI on 18 Oct 1910. 
ix Martha b. 2 May 1891 d. 5 Oct 1946. She married Arthur 

CLJMBERLAND on 25 Aug 1914. 
*8. Marceli "~artin"2 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 14 N w  1860 in Portage Co., Wisc. d. 2 Jan 

1949 in Portage Co., Wisc. He married Helen KONOPACKI on 11 Feb 1884. 
Farmed in Stockton and New Hope, Children: 
** 24 i Martha b. 20 June 1885 
** 25 ii Frank b. 8 Oct 1886 

Helen died on 1 Nov 1886 at 19 yrs. Martin then married Anna 
BERNA on 17 Feb 1887. Children: 

** 26 i John b. 3 March 1888 
ii Felix b. 23 Jan 1890 d. 6 Feb 18g0 
iii Theodore b. 5 Aug 1891 d. 6 Qet 1892 - 

** 27 - iv Helen b. 7 April L893 
** 28 v Bernard b. 3 Dec 1894 
** 29 vi Frances b. 8 Aug 1896 

* 

;: 
vii §usan b. 17 Oct 1898 d. 14 Aug 1899 

< - - - vifi Heary b. 12 May 1900 d. 20 May 190Q 
ix Martin Jr. B, 10 Oct 1901 d. 10 Qct 1901 - 

.c 
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ui Rupert b. 27 Dec 1902. He married Pearl SHALEWSKI on'lO Nov 
1925. Resides in Wittenberg, Wisc. 

vii Leo b. 4 June 1904. He married Sophie KOSTUCK on 20 Oct 1931. 
Resides in Albati, Wisc. 

viii Edwin b. 28 June 1907. He married Bertha AMERNIK on 17 Nov 
1934. Resides in Polonia. 

ix Peter b. 30 April 1909. He married ~ertrude ' on 23 Nov 
1935. Resides in Rosholt, Wisc. 

x Henry. He married Angeline GILMEISTER on 7 Nov 2934. Resfdes 
in Rosholt, Wisc. 

xi Della b. 16 Feb 1916. She married Steve OMERNIK. Resides in 
rz 

Steven's Point, Wisc. 
xii Frances b. 25 Apr 1918. She marrfed Edward BERNA on 23 May 

1936. ,Resides in Iola. 
*12. John E.3 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1 Nov 1875 in Portage Co., Wisc. d. 13 Aug 1965 

at St. Michael's Hospital, Steven's Point. He married Helen LIEBE on 
2 July 1894. Resided in Amhearst area. Children: 
** 38 i Helen b. 1895 
** 39 ii Adeline b. 1896? - 

g ** 40 iii Veronica b. 9 Jan 1900 
** 41 iv Haylor b. 18 Dec 1901) Twins 
** 42 v Sadie b. 18 Dec 1901 ) 

" ** 43 vi Harry b. 9 June 1905 
** 44 vii Barney b. 6 Oct 1907 
** 45 viii Stella b. 1914 

~fter-Helen died in 1940, John married Tillie PELOWSKI in 1942. 
. *13. ~ulia3 KOZICZKOWSKT b. 4 Sept 1880 in Portage Co., Wisc. d. 4 May 1932 in 

*- - -.* -- Portage Co., Wisc. She married Thomas KARCH. Children: 
i Leonard b. 24 Sept 1914 
ii John b. 12 Apr 1916 d. 13 April1916 
iii Eveline b. 1 July 1917. She married Ambrose PIONKOWSKI on 

26 April 1937. 
iv Stanislaus b. 14 Feb 1919 ' 
v Dorothy b. 25 Dec 1920. She married Chester OSTROWSKI on 
4 Aug 1951. 

*14. ~ u s d  KOZICZKOWSKI b. I1 Aug 1881 in Portage Co., Wisc, d. 8 Aug 1968, 
She married Joseph GARSKI on 24 Sept 1900. Resided in Galloway. Children: 

i Emma b. 1Nov 1904. She married Peter GRUNA on 21 July 1925. 
ii Stanislawa "Stella" b. 28 ApriX 1908. She married Peter 

- b SZALEWSKI on 15 Nov 1927. 
iii Daniel b. 23 July 1913. He married Genevieve GARSKI. 
iv Judith b. 13 Nov 1913 d. 26 Nov 1972. She marrfed Henry 

DOMBER on 27 Oct 1936. 
v Hubert b. 24 June 1917. He married Beatrice SINSKI on - 25 Nov 1941. Resides in Manitowkc, Wisc. 

*15. ~heodora3 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 14 Dec 1886 in Portage Co., Wisc . d . 17 Feh 1977. 
A steamstress, she married John TOKARSKI, a printer iR T911. Resided in 
Steven's Point. Children: 

i Judith b. 17 July 1911 R.I.P. She married Alex PIERPINSKI 
- 

on A4 Feb 1931. 
ii SEephanie b. 30 July 1917. She married Joe PLATTA on 2 May 1938. - r= iii Bronislawa b. 30 July 1917. Single. R.I.P. 
iv Eugenia b. 4 Wov 1918 d. 19 Dee 1919 $g 

6 - -  v Stanley %, 25 Harch 1924. Single. Resides in Steven's Point. - 
, -4- 

- 



I 
I 
! *16. ~~~~3 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 23 Aug 1890 (?) i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She ~ r r i d d  
, 

John ROZEK on 18 Nov 1908. Resided i n  Polonia. Children: 1 

i Harry Jerome b. 19 Sept 1909. H e  married Gladys . 
ii S t e l l a  b. 26 March 1911. She married Clarence JORDAN. 
Rose l a t e r  married A l e x  BROW. Children: 
i Eugene b. 16  Apri l  1925. H e  married c a r o l i n e  EIDEN 7 Oct 1950. 

, *17. ~ l o r e n c e 3  KOZICZKOWSKI She married SIIIONIS. She had several 
children.  

*18. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ 3  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 10/13 Jan 1874 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. d. 19 Rov Z923 
i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married Frank KLUCZYKOWSKI "KLUCK" on 13 Ha? 1893. 
Resided i n  Sharon. Children: 

i Fe l ix  H e  married Lucy KACZMAREK. d. on 9 J u l y  1919. .6 childrear 
Clarence, Margaret, Franklin,  Leona. 

J i i  Anastacia "Stel la" b. 2 Sept. 1897. She married George ICLISR on 
10 Nov 1924. c c h i l d r e n :  Robe_lE_r, Viole t ,  L i l l i a n ,  f ) o s ~ ~ l d ,  LJ,-LL) A% 

iii David b. 6 Ju ly  1899 d. 16  Aug 1958. H e  married Martha 
TUSZKOWSKI on 7 Nov 1921, 14 chi ldren.  

i v  Andrew b. 19 Feb 1901 d.  7 Apr i l  1971. H e  married S t a c i a  BIIORB. 
9 chi ldren.  

v Ernast b. 6 March 1903 d .  2 Apr 1970. H e  married El iz .  GEORGE 
on 16 May 1927. 3 chi ldren.  

v i w i l h e l m  b. 15 March 1905 d. 1 O c t  1925. Single.  
v i i  Harty b. 1 0  June 1907. H e  married Esther  HERONEK on 16 Jan 1837, 

1;F child- 
v i i i  S a l l y  b. 15 March 1909. She married Rudy NEEDRIT 

C > 
\3 

i x  Regina b. 7 May 1914. She married P e t e r  LAWLER. 
x S tan i s l aus  b. 7 May 1914 d.  27 Nov 1968. Be a a r r i e d  T i l l i e  PALO. 

x i  Bertha b. 8 May 1920 d. 4 Aug 1920. 
x i i  Helen. She married Benedict STANCHIK i n  1938. 2 chjl3dren. 

x i i i  Ben. He married S t e l l a  HOFFMAN on 23 Nov 1935. 1 chlld: l ? I X l M .  
xiv  Leona. She married Chester JASTROMSKI on 7 Sept 1931. 4 children. 

tone t t e3  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 27/28 Dec 1875 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. d, Sept. 1906. 
She married George DRIFKA on 1 May 1899. Children: 

i Henry b. 28 March 1900. H e  married Gertrude CISESKl on 12 Dec 
1959. 

ii Louis b. 2 March 1901. H e  married T i l l i e  RIDROSKI. 
iii Edward b. 27 Oct 1903 

i v  Theodore b. 22 June 1905 
*20g ~ o m i n i c ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b . 12 Aug 1887 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. d. 17 June 1963 

i n  S t .  ~ a u l ,  MN. H e  married Martha BURANT on 24 Jan 1910. Resided in 
St .  Paul, MN Children: 
**46 i Genevieve b. 6 Jan 1913 
**47 ii Ramona b. 25 Jan 1915 
**48 iii Max John b. 4 Feb 1917 
**4 9 i v  Lorraine b. 29 Jan 1919 
**50 v Alfred b. 25 July 1921 

v i  S t i l l b o r n  Female b. 17 Nov 1922 
**51 v i i  Robert b. 26 Apr 1925 
**52 v i i i  Joan b. 10  Aug 1933 
**53 i x  Thomas Joseph b. 11 Feb 1938 

*'I* F~~~~~ KOZICZKowSKI b 3 1889 i n  Portage Co., Wise. d .  20 Apr 1970 in 
Steven's Point ,  Wise. Farmed i n  New Hope. H e  married Theodora W R O B L ~ S K I  
on 27 Apr 1910. Children: 



**54 i Edward b. 13 Oct 1911 
**55 ii Benedict b. 28 Nov 1914 
**56 iii Sophie b. 13 May 1916 
**57 i v  Joseph b, 12 March '1918 

v Frances b. 9 Rev 1922 d.  15 Dec 1922 
v i  Theodore died about 6 wks. 

v i i  Mary - s t i l l b i r t h  
*22. Rose3 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 4 Apr 1891 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. d. 13 Aug 1323 i n  

Portage Coo, Wisc. She married Charles TRZECINSKX i n  1907. Farmed i n  
Sharon. Children: 

i Edwin Resides i n  S t a r  Lake. 
ii Dominic b ,  5 May 1914 d3ed young 

iii Henry b. 14 Feb 1916 R.1-P. 
i v  Regina "Jeaa" b. 14 March 1918. She married W i l l i a m  Ewing 

NlW!4AB. ECesides i n  Wausau. - 
v Veranica (Virginia) b. 28 Aug 1921. She married Richard 

FLUGAUR on 5 June 1943- Resides f n  k c a u t e r ,  Ill. 
v i  Frances b. 4 W y  1920 R.I.P. Resided i n  Antigo. 

v i i  John b. 12 June 1923 d. 14 Aug 1924 
v i i i  In fan t  son - R.I,P, 

**23. Charles3 KOZICZKfJUSKI b. 3 8ept m94 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. d. 22 June 1957. 
He urrrlfed Laura FRASCH on 10 Sept 1938. Chtldren: 
m58 i &gene b. 23 Ju ly  1 x 9  
**59 ii Cl i f fo rd  b. 8 July  1925 

-24. Martha3 KOZICZKCkJSKX b. 20 June -1885 i n  Portage Co., Wise. 3.  21 March 1965 
in Steven's Point ,  Wisc. She married Joseph GLADOWSKX on 29 May, 1906. 
b i d e d  3 % ~  &-st JunctAon. Children: 

.1 i ~ e g k  "Jead' b. 3 Apr 1907. She married A t z  KUXISIAK on 
5 Oct 1931.- Ss_ibea in Steven's Point, Wisc. 

i f  Helen B. 11 May_%%+, -She aa r r f ed  adward GRABOWSKI an 20 Aug 
1938. Lpter mirried V i c t o r  JAKUSZ, Resides in Steven's Point. 

2 i i  Chester b. 10 kpr 1919 d. 18 March X979. ntarried L i l l i a n  
SIAMRSKI on 22 June 1936. Resided i n  Steven's Point, Wisc. 

i v  B r o n s i h u s  "Bernie" b. 2 June 1913. H e  married Bridget SNUDA 
on 10  May 1933. Later married Norma OVERACHER. Resides i n  
Steven's Point ,  Wisc. 

v Albin b. 4 Apr 191& He married Luc i l l e  WYSOCKX GROSS on 
21 Apr 1945. Resides i n  St&mnts Point ,  Wisc. 

v i  Joseph Jr. b. 6 Feb 1926. H e  married Gladys MUJAWSKI on 
8 Nov 1969, Resides i n  Steven's Paint ,  Wisc. 

v i i  Carl b, 3 Ckt 1923 d. 26 May 1954. Re married Florence 
WOJCIECHOWSKI on 12 l o v  1949. 

*25. 1r&3 I [ O Z I ~ O Y S A I  "KOSKI" b. 8 Oct 1886 in  Portage Co., Wisc. 6. 27 Oct 
z 1 .  Be u z r l e d  Helea BOPELLA on 29 Oet 1907. Resided i n  Ashland, Wisc. 

Ifi6 worked in the weeds a t  the pulp ho is t ,  b l a s t  furnace, and f o r  t he  
trthpl. Ee emjoyed gardening and f ishing.  Children: 
+te4 i Edwin b. 18 Sept 1908 

ii Theresa b. 15  Jan 1911, Single, Resides i n  AshWrf, WLsc. 
iii Chester bt 8 Feb 19x3. Single. Resides i n  Asbland, Wisc. 

*%1 i v  Prank Jr. b. 6 k c  1917. Resides in Sacraraeato, Calif. 
v lslea b, 2 Sept 1919. S b g h .  Resides i n  Cal l f .  

*62 v i  Leo B. 21 Apr 1921. Resides i n  Washington, D.C. 
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*31. Elavid3 KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZIKOSKI" b. 12 Nov 1906 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. 
He married Zi ta  JACOBOSKI on 1 Oct 1940. Resides i n  Steven's Point.  
Children : 
** 79 i Bonita b. 12 Jan 1944 

*32. pearl3 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 2 June 1910 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. She married 
Andrew YENTER on 8 Nov 1927. Resides i n  Wittenberg, Wisc. Children: 

i David b. 29 Oct 1928. H e  married Jeane t t e  GROSHEK on 
24 Nov 1952. 

ii Ramona b. 6 Dec 1929. She married Frank SHUBERT on 10 June 
1949? Later  married Volkmer BAUER on 26 Jan 1955. 

iii Hubert b. 26 March1931. H e  married Theresa WISINSKI on 
27 Aug 1955. 

i v  Chester b. 28 Ju ly  1932. He married Helen PFLUGRADT on 
19 May 1956. 

v Robert b. 17 June 1934. H e  married Marion FURMANEK on 
9 Ju ly  1961). 

I 
v i  Conrad b. 24 Oct 1935 d. 21 Oct 1973. Single. d 

v i i  Ri ta  b. 26 Sept 1937. She married Henry EVJE on 11 May 1957. - 
Later  married Roger SHALEWSKI on 16 Ju ly  1977, 

v i i i  Theresa b. 17 March 1939. She married Daniel WAEaTA on 
20 Aug 1960. 

i x  Donald "Daniel*' b. 15  Ju ly  1940. H e  married Linda EASKER 
on 12 Oct 1963. 

x William b. 1 8  Feb 1942. He married Karen KNITTER on 
6 May 1967. 

x i  Charlot te  b. 15 June 1943. She married Kenneth KRANSKI 
on 26 Aug 1961. 

x i i  Andrew b. 30 Sept 1944 d. 8 June 1964. Single. .- 
x i i i  P a t r i c i a  b. 27 D e e  1945. She married John VAMDER KOY on 

23 Feb 1963. 
x iv  Joseph b. 23 Sept 2947 d. 23 Sept 1947, 
xv Jerome b. and d. 23 Sept 1947 

-mi. Fredriek b. 1 June 1949. He  married Karen KOSTKA on 
22 Apr 1972. 

x v i i  Roger b. 24 Jan 1952 d. 26 Jan 1955 -* ,.. 
x v i i i  James b. 11 O c t  1953. Single. 

*33. Amelia3 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1896 i n  Portage Go., Wise. She married August 
FILTZ on 22 Ju ly  1918. Resides i n  Steven's Point ,  Wisc. Children: a- 

i Henry b. 14 Jan 1921. He m a r r i d A g n e s  GILMEISTER on 

I 
3 May 1947. 

! ii Clarence b c  7 May 1925 d. 13 Feb 1967. Single. 

B iii Mary b. 1 0  Jan 1932 d. 11 Jan 1932 
, i v  Donald b. 30 O c t  1933. Married Shir ley  SLAGOWSKI on 1 4 Ju ly  1959. 

v Arnold 
*34. ~l~rence! KOZICZKOWSKI b . 2 May 1898 fn Portage Co . , Wisc. d. 9 Aug 

l%??f79? She married George DELION, a painter .  They had 2 sons who 
d f & - 3 ~  infancy. Resided i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. ' 

*35. ~ a n i & l ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b . 22 Apr 1902 in Portage Co., Wise. He married 
Helen PNBRACH on 22 Nov 1926. Resides-An Steven's Point. Children: 
**@I i S p a l e y  b. 12  Jan X928 -Y 

**81 - - ii Marion 5.  25 Nov 1928 -s 

**82' iii Phyliss  b. 27 Apr 1934 
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""83 i v  Richard b. 2 May 1935 
**a4 v Ralph b. 1 9  D e c  1937 
**85 v i  Cl i f ford  b. 3 Feb 1945 

*36. s t a s i a 3  KOZICZKOWSKI b . 22 Feb 1905 i n  Portage Co . , Wisc. She married 
Joseph OGDEN. She res ides  i n  Hannibal, Mo. Number of chi ldren unknown. 

*37. ~ n n i e ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 26 July  1909 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married 
Edward WERRA on 14 Oct 1933. Children: 

i Melvin b. 25 June 1934. He  married Gail  BERTOLINO on 
1 June 1957. Later  he married Jacqueline JACOBSON on 
11 Aug 1970. 

ii Ri ta  b. 25 D e c  1935 d. Nov 1937 
iii Emery b. 8 Nov 1937. H e  married Cynthia YATCHAK on 

20 Sept 1958. 
i v  Robert b. 8 Aug 1939. H e  married Juan i t a  FREDACH on 

23 June 1962. 
v Caroline b. 2 Ju ly  1941. She married Wm. BROTKOWSKI on 

14 Oct 1961. 
v i  Edward Jr. b. 3 Dec 1945. He married Rosemary ZAKRZEWSKI 

on 24 Apr 1965. 
v i i  James b. 16 Oct 1948 d. 27 March 1971 

v i i i  Kenneth b. 9 Apr 1950. H e  married Deborah JACOBSON on 
5 Aug 1972. 

i x  Barbara b. 14 Jan 1952. She married Michael BRADY on 
14 Sept 1974. 

x Thomas b. 21 June 1954. Single. 
*38.   el en^ KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1895 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. d. 1922. She married 

Elton CQNWAY about 1922. Resided i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. Children:+ 
i Warron 

ii Sonny 
iii Ramona. She married Basi l  BAUMANN. Resides i n  Milwaukee. 

BINDER. Resides i n  Milwaukee. i v  Helen "Dolly". She married 
*39. ~ d e l i n e ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1896? i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married A r t  

PERKINS about 1919. Resides i n  Woodruff. Number of chi ldren unknown. 
*40. veronica4 EOZICZKOWSKI b. 9 Jan 1900 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. d. 30 Oct 1960. 

She married Geo. WXLLZAFIS. She l a t e r  married Roy BEAN. Number of children 
unknown. 

*41. ~ a ~ l o r ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 18 Dec 1901 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. d. 22 Nov 1966. 
He married Veronica OSTROWSKI on 1 June 1938. Resided i n  Amhearst Junc. 
Children: 

i Carol b. 28 Aug 1938 
**87 ii Joe b. 9 Apr i l  1940 
**88 iii J a n i c e b .  4March 1942 

i v  Sharon b. 21 Ju ly  1943. Single. 
v John b. 4 Feb 1945 

*42. sadie4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 18  Dec 1901 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. She married John 
FITZGERALD about 1922. Resides i n  Kent, Ohio. Children: 
i Gerald b. 27 Oct 1921 

*43. ~ a r r ~ ~  KOZICZKOWSKI "KING" b . 9 June 1905 i n  Portage Co . , Wisc . H e  married 
Bertha WANTA about 1929. Resides i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. Children: 

i Shirley 
ey4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 6 Oct 1907 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. He married France: 
WSKI on 28 Feb 1949. Resides i n  Amhearst Junction. Children: 

i Bonita b. 20 Ju ly  1949. Single. 
ii Marlene b. 23 June 1952. Single. 
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*45. S te l l a4  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1914 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married Anthony 
LOFTIS on 10 Sept 1934. Resides i n  Beloi t  near Chicago. Children: 

i P a t r i c i a  b. 4 Apr i l  1936. She married Thomas MARRON on 
27 Apri l  1957. 

ii Margaret b. 27 Feb 1938. She married- Duane WOLDING on 
2 Aug 1958. 

iii Judi th  b. 29 Sept 1939 
i v  James b. 1 3  Sept 1941 
v Ruth b. 7 July  I945 

*46. ~ e n e v i e v e ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 6 Jan 1913 i n  Stevea's Point ,  Wisc. She 
married Harry GURDAN on 18 Sept 1948 i n  St .  Paul. Resides i n  Glenwood 
City, Wisc. Children: 

i Mary b. 30 May 1943. She married Anthony MARTELL. Resides 
i n  S ta r  P r a i r i e ,  Wisc. Owns a tavern business. 

ii Karl b. 17 Apri l  1950. He  married Jane PALESIK on 21 Ju ly  -% 

1973. A teacher, he res ides  i n  Chippewa F a l l s ,  Wisc. 2 
children: Aaron and Kathryn, 

iii Paul b. 3 1 J u l y  1954. He  married Chr is t ine  ANDERSON on 
10 Jan 1976. Practic-es l a w  i n  Chippewa F a l l s ,  Wisc. 

i v  Joseph b. 31 ~ e c  1955. Single. Resides f n  Glenwood City, 
Wisc. I n  the  Salvage and S t e e l  business. 

*47. Ftamona4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 25 Jan 1915 i n  Foley, Mi-. She married 
SCHWABTZ. She l a t e r  married Len SEfinTZ i n  St .  Paul. Resides a t  Regency 
Manor i n  St.  Paul, Minn. Children: 

i Leonard Jr. "Butch" b. about 1950 i n  St .  P&X..--Married with 
one daughter. 

*48. Max ~ o h n 4  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b, 4 Feb 1917 i n  St. Paul, Mfnn. H e  married 
Gertrude TSCBIIZA on 16 Dec  1941. Resides in  S t .  Paul, Minn; Retired m e a t  9" 

cu t t e r ;  U.S. Army A i r  Corp yf3tgran of W I ,  served i n  Europe and England. 
Children : 
**95, i Maxine Helen b. 27 Aug 1946 
**92 iil Rosanna Marie b. 10 June 1948 
**93 iii Jean Marie b. 30 Sept 1950 

. *49. ~ o r r a i n e 4  KOZICZKOWSKI b . 29 Jan 1919 i n  St .  Paul,  Minn. d. 12 Sept 1956. 
She married Bud MERZNIK i n  St .  Paul, Minn. Children: 

i David. Resides i n  White Bear Lake, Minp. 
Later  she married Phil, METKOWSKI. ChMdren: 
i Dianna. Resides i n  Mendota Heights, %inn. 

ii Susan. S1:e married SNXTH. Resides i n  St .  Paul,  Minn. , 

*50. Alfred 0 t t o 4  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZKOWSKI" b. 25 J u l y  1921 i n  St .  Paul,  Minn. 
d. 1 3  Dec 1973 i n  San Jose, Cal i f .  He married Margaret =GAHM on 
27 Sept 1947. U.S. Army Veteran of W W I I ;  served i n  t h e  Phil ippines.  
Children: 
**94 i Chris t ine  Anne b. 1948 
**95 ii Jeanne Marie b. 1949 
**96 iii Kathleen Louise b. 1950 

i v  C t h i a  Mary b. 1961. Single. ' 4I" *51. Robert Daniel KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZKOWSKI" b. 30 April. 1924 i n  St .  Paul; Hinn. 
H e  married Anne REITHMEIER on 1 2  Sept 1959. Resides i n  S t .  Paul Park, 
Minn. Employed at 3M, Chemical Division as Head Process Operator. U.S. 
Marine Corps Veteran a f  WWIZ, served i n  the  South P a c i f i c  and Korea. No 
Children. Stepson: 

i Paul b. 19 Dec 1946 
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*52. ~ o a n ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 10 Aug 1933 i n  St.  Paul, Minn. She married 
COLLINS. They had two children:  

i Mark 
ii 
Joan was divorced and now l i v e s  i n  St .  Paul with four chi ldren 
of a new marriage: 
i 

i 
i 

i i 
I 
! 

iii 
I i v  

! *53. Thomas ~ o s e ~ h ~  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZKOWSKI" b. 11 Feb 1938 i n  St. Paul, Minn. 
H e  married Karen LUNDIN i n  St .  Paul,  Minn. Children: ^ 

i Daniel Richard b. 16 Ju ly  1960. Single. 
ii Eric  Verner b. 21 May 1962. Single. 

iii Tana Jo lee  b. 17 Feb 1964 
i v  Troy Thomas b. 1 May 1967 
Later  he married Arlene SANTELLA on 24 Apri l  1976. Resides i n  
Ottawa, Kansas. Children: 
i Dominic b. 8 June 1978 d. 1979 

*54. 3Cdward4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1 3  O c t  1911 i n  Portgge Co., Wisc. H e  married 
Mary MILOCK on 19 Oct 1931. Resides i n  Steven's Point ,  Wisc. No children. 
Step children.  Woodcrafer, cheese fac tory  work. 

*55. 13enedict4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 28 Nov 1914 i n  Portage CO,, Wisc. He married ' 

Theresa SIGMMl on Bl May 1935. Resides i n  Menasha, Wisc. Mil !  worker, 
r e t i r e d ,  fisherman. Children: 
**97 i John b. 23 May 1936 
**98 ii Stanis laus  "Stanley" b. 22 Aug 1938 
**5)9 i k i  Rosemary b. 21  Aug 1868 
**lo0 i v  J-s 6.t 6 D& 1942 
**lo1 v Shir ley  b. 16 Ju ly  1945 

v i  Thomas b. 15 Feb 1948. Single. Resides i n  Menasha, Wisc. 
v i i  Robert b. 18 June 1952 d. 9 Apri l  1965 

*56, sophie4 KOZICZKOWSKI b, 1 3  May 1916 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She married 
Joseph SIGMAN on 26 Oct 1935. Resides i n  Steven's Point ,  Wisc. Works 
with Commission on Aging; p a r t  time home nursing; president  of Catholic 
Women's Club. Children: 

i Lor re t t a  b. 23 Aug 1936. She married Nicholas BALDUCGX. 
Resides i n  Wilwaukee, Wisc. 

ii Rose Ann b. 19 Jan  1939. Single. Resides i n  I s r e a l .  
iii Ramona b. 16 May 1940. She married Louis LEHMAN on 1 3  May / 

1961. 8 children.  Resides i n  Junction City, Wsc. 
i v  Francis X. b. 25 Nov 1942. He married Pat r3cia  WEBB 1 5  May 

1965. Divorced. 1 chi ld .  ResTdes i n  Steven's Point ,  B h c .  
*57. ~ o s e ~ h 4  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b. 12 March 1918 i n  F o ~ t a g e  Co., Wisc. Eie 

married Evelyn SANKEY on 14 Sept 1940. Res24es i n  h e n a h ,  Wisc. Af ter  1 
working a t  the  Foundry and Paper M i l l s ,  Joe  opened an Appliance & TV 
Sales-Service Shop u n t i l  1970. Now he is mploysd by 8 Wdland Co-op. d 

Joe has traveled many times t o  Europe and South America and now enjops 
h i s  mobile home i n  No?th&n Wfsc. where h& k@tnds h i s  smWt::x days. 
Children: 
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**lo2 i Patricia b. 2 Jan 1943 
**I03 ii Joan Marie b. 4 Jan 1949 
**lo4 iii Mary Ellen b. 6 Nov 1951 
**lo5 iv Donna Mae b. 12 Aug 1955 
~u~ene4 KOZICZKOWSKI "K0SYW b. 23 July 1919 in Portage Co., Wisc. He 
married Agatha BELKE (of Wausau). Children: 

i Charles b. 1950's. Single 
ii James b. 1950's. Single 

~lif ford4 KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b. 8 July 1925 in Portage Co. , Wisc. He 
married Angeline SARTO (of Bessmer, Mich.) Resides in Sheboygan, Wisc. 
No children. 
~ d w i n ~  KOSKI b. 18 Sept 1908 d. 17 Aug 1976. He married Marion FLISEK 
on 26 Nov 1936. No children.. 
  rank^ KOSKI Jr. b. 6 Dec 193.7. He married Marilyn NAIRNE on 25 Jan 1947. 
Resides in Sacramento, Calif. Children: 

i Robert b. 4 May 1949. Single. 
**I06 ii Kathleen b. 16 Nov 1947 
**I07 iii Patricia b. 15 April 1954 

iv Richard b. 1 May 1952. Single. 
L;?o~ KOSKI b. 21 April 1921. He married Karen THOMAS on 30 April 1960. 
Resides in Washington, D.C. Children: 

i Elizabeth b. 17 Oct 1962. Single. 
~ a r i e ~  KOSKI b. 10 Sept 1923. She married George "Bud" ANDERSON on 
23 Feb 1952. Resides in Ashland, Wisc. Children: 

i Brad b. 8 Oct 1955. Single. 
ii Lynn b. 2 May 1957. She married Robert BAHUS, Jr. on 

12 Sept 1976. No children. 
iii Theresa "Terry" b. 8 April 1960. Single. 
iv Kate b. 16 April 1967 . 

Rqmmnd4 KOSKI b. 29 Jan 1925. Be married Marjorie "Patf' BROWN ON 
1 Dec 1951. Resides in Washington, D.C. Children: 
**lo8 i Linda b. 1 Sept 1952 

ii Joan b. 25 March 1954. Single. 
**lo9 iii Nancy b. 12 Feb 1960 

iv Grerrorv b. 22 June 1962. Single. 
v phiiipW b. 6 Jan 1967 

~ o s e ~  KOSKI b. 16 April 1927. She married Jarnes THENO on 13 Dec 1962. 





**I23 i Karen b. 3 Aug 1956 
ii Daniel b. 21 Sept 1957. Single. Works in >!ilwaukee, Wisc. 
iii Susan b. 28 June 1963. Single. 

*73. Chester ~ n t h o n ~ ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 15 March 1935 in Portage Co., Wisc. He 
married Ramona Esther KIRSCHLING on 15 NOV 1958. Resides in Menominee 
Falls, Wisc. Employed by Stolpher Industries Inc., Fabralloy Div., 
Waukesha, Wisc.; has an interest in pouring cement driveways, steps, 
patios, etc. Children: 
**I24 i Louise Ramona b. 19 May 1959 

ii Linda Esther b. 28 May 1962. A student at Milwaukee Area 
Technical College, majoring in Commercial Art. 

iii Anthony Chester b. 19 July 1965 
iv Todd Stanley b. 8 Jan 1969 
v Lanae Arlene b. 21 Oct 1972 

*74. Mary ~ane4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 17 Aug 1939 in Portage Co., Wisc. She married 
Joseph PEZEWSKI on 26 Nov 1960. Resides in Milwaukee, Wisc. Children: 

i Daniel b. 5 June 1961 
Other possible children are Diane, Thomas, Susie, William 

*75. ~ ~ n e s ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 11 Feb 1941 in Portage Co,, Wisc. She married 
LeRoy MIMOWSKI on 5 Nov 1960. Resides in Steven's Point. Children: 

i Mark b. 3 Sept 1960. Single. 
*76. ~ l a d ~ s ~  "~velyn" MOZICZKOWSKI b. 28 July 1942 in Portage Co., Wisc. She 

married Larry KLUCK on 19 Aug 1961. Resides in Milwaukee. Children: - 

i Male b. 24 Oct 1973 
ii Female b. 9 June 1975 

*77. ~lice4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 2 July 1946 in Portage Co. , Wisc. She married 
Henry WIERZBA on 24 April 1965. Resides in Rosholt, Wisc. Children: 

i Rebecca b. 29 Aug 1965 
ii Roxanne b. 9 Nov 1966 

*78. ~orbert4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 30 ~pril 1951 in Pmtage Co., Wisc. He married 
Judith OSTROWSKI on 22 Feb 1975. Resides in Rosholt, Wisc. Children: 

i Jesse b. 11 May 1975 
ii Brandy b. 9 Nov 1976 
iii April b. 17 March 1979 
iv Jason b, 27 May 1980 

*79. ~onita~ KOZIKQSKI b. 12 Jan 1944 in Milwaukee, Wisc. She married Gerald 
LINN on 19 June 1966. Resides in Toledo, Ohio. Children: - 

i Jennifer b. 3 April 1967 
ii David b. 30 July 1969 

*80. stanley4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 12 Jan 1928 in Portage Co., Wisc. He married 
,-Winnifred WIKKOWSKI on 27 Nov 1950. Resides in Pranklin, Wisc. Set-up 
Supervisor at Rex Nord in Milwuakee, Wisc. Children: 
**I25 i Keith b. 9 Oct 1950 ' 

*81. Marion4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 25 Nov 1929 in Portage Go., Wisc. She married 
Leongrd HUCKE on 30 April 1949. Children: 

i Linda b. 11 April 1950. She married Ronald PIOTROWSKI on 
6 Oct 1973. 

ii Leonard Jr. b. 22 Oct 1951. Single, 
iii Luhn b. 28 Jan 1955. She married Rick THQRNSDON on 

26 .May 1979 
iv Lawrence b. 30 April 1959 d. 2 May 1958 
v Lana b. 28 Nov 1959. She married Jeffrey LUKASAVIGE on 
16 Feb 1980. 

vi Leroy b. 30 Nov 1962. Single. 





r 

i Laura Lee b. 24 June 1967 
ii James Al len  b. 16  Sept  1968 

iii Melissa Ann b. 26 J u l y  1974 
*92. Rosanna ~ a r i e ~  KOZY b. 10 June 1948 i n  S t .  Pau l ,  Minn. She marr ied  Dennis 

OLSON on 12 Oct 1968. Self-employed C e r t i f i e d  Genealogica l  Record Searcher ,  
Homemaker, and Gardener. Resides i n  Whjte Bear Lake, Minn. Children:  

i Kelly El izabe th  b. 1 5  March 1969 
ii Kr i s t en  Rose b. 18  Dec 1972 

iii Deanna Leigh b. 22 Sept  1975 
i v  Andrew Max b. 14 Jan  1980 

*93. Jean  ~ a r i e 5  KOZY b. 30 Sept 1950 i n  S t .  Paul ,  Minn. She marr ied Kenneth 
PEKAREK on 27 June 1970. Resides in  S t .  Paul ,  Minn. ~ u r s e  Educator  a t  
Lutheran Deaconess Hosp i t a l  School of Nursing, Minneapolis.  H a s  f o u r  
adopted ch i ld ren :  

i Holly b. 1 3  Sept  1973 
ii Heather b.  25 J u l y  1974 

iii David b. 19  Nov 1976 
i v  Steven b. 23 Feb 1972 

*94. C h r i s t i n e  ~ n n e 5  KOZKOWSKI b.  1948. She marr ied Douglas UNDERWOOD i n  1969. 
Resides i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  Children: 

i Diane C h r i s t i n e  b. ,1969 
ii J e f f r e y  Douglas b. 1973 

*95. Jeanne Harie5 KOZKOWSKI b. 1949. She marr ied J e f f r e y  ARBMAUSUS i n  1977. 
Resides i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  Children:  

i lames Adam b. 197-7 
Jeanne ' s  c h i l d  from an  e a r l i e r  marr iage:  

i J e a n e t t e  Suzanne b. 1971 
*96. Kathleen ~ o u i s e 5  KOZKOWSKI b.  1950. She mzrr ied Vernon STREETER i n  1976. 

Resides i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  No ch i ld ren .  
*97. John p e t e r 4  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 23 May 1936 i n  Po r t age  Co., Wisc. Married i n  

1960 (? )  i n  F t .  Worth, Texas. Resides i n  Harming, So. Caro l ina .  He  runs  
an Auto Repair  Business.  Children:  

i Rhonda b. about 1962. S ingle .  
ii Shawn d ied  young. 

L a t e r  marr ied Mary . Stepch i ld :  
i L o r i  She marr ied Williams. 

"98. S t an i s l aus  "Stanley" R . ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 22 Aug. 1938 i n  Po r t age  Co., Wisc. 
He married Barbara BABBITTS on 1 3  June  1964. Resides i n  Alaska. S t a t e  
Trooper. Children: 

i Steven b. 4 Nov 1964. S ingle .  
ii Jenny b. 7 Dec 1971. Single .  

iii P a t t y  b .  1 Aug. 1977. S ingle .  
*99. ~ o s e m a r ~ ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 21 Aug 1940 i n  Po r t age  Co., Wisc. She marr ied  

Robert VERDON on 6 June 1969. Resides i n  Neenah, Wisc. Children:  
i Matt b.  30 Sept  1969 

She a l s o  has  two s t epch i ld ren :  
i Mike b. 8 Aug 1964 

ii Debra b. 1 3  May 19b7 
*loo. James A . ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 6 Dec 1942 i n  Po r t age  Co., Wisc. He marr ied 

Kathy MC ANULTY on 17 Oct 1964. Resides i n  Neenah, W i s c .  Chi ldren:  
i Robert' J. b.  12 May 1966 

ii Kenneth b. 28 June 1968 
iii Sara Jane  b. 23 A p r i l  1972 

i v  K i m  Marie b. 14 Nov 1973 d. 1 3  Oct 1975 
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"101. Shir ley  Ann4 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 16 Ju ly  1945 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. She 
married Daniel EBBEN on 21 Ju ly  1962. REsides i n  Menashi, Wisc. 
Children: 

i Douglas J. b, 1 8  Oct 1962. Single. 
ii William Pa t r i ck  b. 5 Aug 1964 

*102. p a t r i c i a 4  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b . 2 Jan 1943 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. She 
married Richard ARNDT on 18 Aug 1962, Resides in  Neenah, Wisc. 
Children: 

i J e f f r e y  James b. 1 May 1963. Single. 
I ii Paula Jean b. 23 Nov 1965 
I *103. ~ o a n ~  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b. 4 Jan 1949 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. . She married 

i David DETHARDT on 29 Ju ly  1972. Resides i n  Neenah, Wisc. A widow, Joan 
has no children.  

t 

9 *104. Nary ~ l l e n ~  KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b. 6 Nov 1951 i n  Portage Co., Wisc. She 

t married Wayne HUTCHINSON on 8 Apri l  1978. Resides i n  Neenah, Wisc. 
F =  Children: 

i Emily Marie b. 26 May 1980 
*lO5. Donna Mae4 KOZICZKOWSKI "KOZY" b. 12 Aug 1955 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. She 

married Michael ROSS on 15  March 1975. Resides i n  Neenah, Wisc. Children: 
i Michelle Lee b. 4 Aug 1975 
ii Michael Kristopher b. 14 March 1978 

*106. ~ a t h l e e n 5  KOSKI b. 16 Nov 1947. She married Aaron - READ on 17 Ju ly  1976. 
Children: 

i Lindsey Erin b. 1 3  Aug 1979 
*107. p a t r i c i a 5  KOSKI b. 15 Apri l  1954. She married Ed CEPAUSKAS on 1Q May 

1980, No children.  
*108. ~ i a d a . ~  K&KX b. 1 Sept 1952.- She rnarried Frank CREAMER on 21 Aug 1971. 

Children: 
i David Pa t r i ck  

*109. Nancy5 KOSKI b. 12 Feb 1960. She married Wade Alan DAYBERRY on l5 Sept 
1979. No children.  

"110. David Michael5 KOZICZKOWSKI b . 18 J u l y  1947 i n  Portage Co . , Wisc . He 
married Jeane t t e  KOSTUCH on 20 Oct 1973. Resides i n  Amhearst Junction, 
W i s c .  Children: 

i Tarnmy Beth b. 15 Ju ly  1977 
ii Chad David b. 8 Aug 1979 

*Ill. Ronald ~ a m e s 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1 3  Apri l  1949 i n  PoiEage Co., W i s c ,  H e  
married Sandra LUCAS on 6 Ju ly  '1968. Resides i n  Steven's Point ,  Wisc. 
Children: 

i J e f f r e y  James b. 3 Apri l  1969 
ii Kimberly Sue b. 9 March ,1971 

iii Jenn i fe r  Lynn b. 5 Oct 1974 
i v  Michael David b. 9 Nov 1976 

*112. ~ a r i e 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 21 &v 1952 i n  Portage GO., Wisc. She married 
Robert KLUCK on 24 June 1972. Resides i n  Rosholt, Wisc. Children: 

i Carr ie  Lynn b. 8 May 1973 
ii Jason Robert b, 12 k g  1974 

iii Michelle Lea b. 10 Feb 1977 
i v  Aaron Andrew b. 1 Sept 1979 

*113. Janet  Ann5 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 21 May 1954 i n  Portage Co., Wise. She married 
Raadall W Z I C K I  on 7 O c t  1978. Resides i n  steven's  Point ,  Wise. No 
children.  
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*114. Myron ~ e n r ~ 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 11 Sept  1960 i n  Por tage  Co. , Wisc. H e  
married T e r r i  PAURIEA on 6 Sept 1980. Resides i n  P lover ,  Wisc. No 
chi ldren .  

*115. ~ h a r o n 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 22 A p r i l  1947 i n  Wisc. She marr ied Michael 
BREWER on 14 Oct 1967. Resides i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. Factory Work. 
Children: 

i K i m  b. 14 March 1970 i n  Kansas C i ty  
*116. ~ i c h a r d 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 12  J u l y  1948. H e  marr ied  Bonnie KLASS on 

8 June 1968. Resides i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. Factory Work. Children:  
i Joseph b. 6 Aug 1969 

ii Donald b. 1 3  J u l y  1971 
*117. Robert5 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 6 A p r i l  1950 i n  Wisc. H e  marr ied Annet te  

GREGORIO. Resides i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. P o l i c e  Of f i ce r .  Children: 
i Sco t t  b. 3 J an  1981 

*118. ~ a n d a l l 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1 3  Dec 1953 i n  Wisc. H e  married Cher i  MAKURAT. 
Resides i n  West A l l i s ,  Wisc. Factory Work. Children: 

i Keith b. 20 J u l y  1977 a 

ii Kurt b. 8 A p r i l  1980 
*119. ~ a r ~ ~  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 8 J u l y  1956 i n  Wisc. H e  married S h i r l e y  POLLUH 

on 24 May 1980. Resides i n  Steven's Po in t ,  Wisc. No ch i ld ren .  Employed 
by Sentry Insurance. 

'120. Roger5 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1 0  O c t  1952 i n  Por tage  Co. , Wisc. H e  married Mary 
JAKUSZ on 10  May 1975, Children: 

i Wendy b. 26 June 1976 d. 26 Sept 1976 
ii Sarah b. 17 J u l y  1977 

iii Tracey b. 4 March 1980 
*121. ICaren5 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 30 Nov 1953 i n  Por tage  Co., Wisc. She married 

Paul  ZAMZOW on 14 June 1975. Divorced Oct 1979, Karen r e t a i n e d  h e r  * 
maiden name. 

*122. ~ a n c ~ 5  KOZICZKOWSKJ b. 26 March 1959 i n  Portage Co. , Wisc. She married 
Frank SUCKON on 22 Nov 1978. Children: 

5 
i Jason b. 3 May 1979 

'123. Karen KOZICZKOWSKI b. 3 Aug 1956 i n  Por tage  Co., W i s c .  She married 
~ h a r l e s  DE SHONG on 26 Feb 1977. Resides i n  Waynesville, Missouri.  
Children : - - 

i Stephen b. 12 Apr i l  1980 
ii Sarah b. 1 March 1981 

*124. Louise R.amona5 KOZICZKOWSKI b. 1 9  May 1959 i n  Milwaukee, Wisc. She 
married C u r t i s s  E. - CAIN on 1 3  Oct 1979. Resides i n  Gemantown, Wisc. 
Computer Operator. No chi ldren .  

*125. ~ e i t h 5  KOZICZKOWSKI b. 9 Oct 1950 i n  Por tage  Co., Wisc. d .  3 Apr i l  1979. 
H e  married Theresa GLATEZK. A shee t  m e t a l  apprent ice .  Children: 

i Jacquel in  
ii Jeanine  

iii Jason 
i v  Jeremy 

I 

I 
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Hufen i s  used th roughout  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  pages .  A Hufen i s  a u n i t  of r w a s u r e n e n t  s i m i l a r  t o  
our  a c r e  .in meaning a l t h o u g h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  s i z e .  

KOSTTZKAU (YTT 0SIIS:;I'I'ZA) 

1. a )  Around 1400 KOSICZKOW, 1570 KOSZICZKOW, 1773 KOSITZKOWO, 1754 KO%'ICZYOi:O, 1 8 2 r ~  KO%IZO!.;O, 
1865 KOSITZKAU, p o l i s h  KOZICZKOWO o r  KOZYCZKOWO. 
b )  1820 OSSUSZIKA, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Bar IS tephan  OSUSNITZA, p o l i s h  OSLSZICA. 

2. Koz i tzkau  l i e s  3 Km. n o r t h  of Chmielno and 1 Km. n o r t h w e s t  of Garsch .  I n  t h e  s o u t h  t h e  a r e a  
b o r d e r s  on Lake Roskau. To t h e  n o r t h  p a r t s  o f  Lakes  Sianowo and Oszusz ino  l i e  w i t h  K o z i t k a r  
b o u n d a r i e s .  The Leba f l o w s  th rough  t h e  a r e a  from Lake Roskau t o  Lake Sidnowo. !q.'est of 
Koz i t skau  t h e  Leba r i v e r  powers t h e  upper  m i l l ,  and c l o s e  t o  Lake Sianowo, t h e  lower  r i l l .  
The Leba r e c e i v e s  a t r i b u t o r y  from Lake L a p p a l i t z e r  j u s t  n o r t h  of Lake Roskau. Yeadoxs 
s t r e t c h  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  Leba. I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  K o z i t s k a u  a r e a ,  t h e r e  a r e  
swamps and bogs. F o r e s t  s t r e t c h e s  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  toward Z e s d r i n  and s o u t h  o f  t ' ie  
Oszuszino Lake. Al though t h e  l a n d  seems f a i r l y  l e v e l ,  t h e  a l t i t u d e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  c o n s i d -  
e r a b l e .  I t  d i f f e r e s  between 162 m. ( i n  t h e  v i l l a g e )  and 219 .5  m .  ( a b o u t  899 n. n o r t h  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  

3 .  According t o  F i r s c h ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  Kos i t zkau  d a t e s  from t h e  Era o f  t h e  Ordes  and was a 
se rv ice - fa rm b e l o n g i n g  t o  Mirchau under  P o l i s h  r i g h t s .  The hog and cow penny was worth  
1 makr. Kosiczkow i s  mentioned i n  t h e  w a x - t a b l e t s  o f  Danzig .  Witzke von Koziczkowski 
was i n v o l v e d  i n  a murder,  and had t o  pay l i v i n g  e x p e n s e s  t o  ?lirow v.  F i d l i n  i n  1397 and 
1398. P h i l l i p  von Koziczkowski was a w i t n e s s  and g u a r a n t o r  i n  a s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1408. P a u l  
von Koziczkowski i s  mentioned i n  l 4 1 0  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  a p a y o r - p o s t .  Accord ing  t c  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  book of  1570,  Kosziczkowo was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  Mirchau r e g i o n  and i t ' s  s i z e  
was 9 Hufen. Andreas and Johannes  Waiten p a i d  1 f l .  10% g r .  f o r  3 318 Hufen; Gregor  
Wel tze r sz  p a i d  27 g r .  f o r  2'2 Hufen; M a t t h i a s  K o s z i c z k i  p a i d  1 f l .  10% g r .  f o r  3 3 / 8  
Hufen, 4 g r .  f o r  Ka tner  and 1 2  g r .  f o r  one m i l l .  Accord ing  t o  ~ a r l ,  K o s i t z k a u  c o n s i s t s  
of 4 farm s e c t i o n s :  S e c t i o n  A owned by G a b r i e l  v .  Lewinsk i ,  t h e n  from 1743  h i s  son  Johann ,  
then  s i n c e  1786 h i s  son  Michael  and from 1819 h i s  son  Johann.  P a r t  B owned by Sigismund 
v.  Kreck i ,  t h e n  from 1712 h i s  su r i  Andreas ,  t h e n  by h i s  s o n  F r a n z ,  f o l l o w e d  bv h i s  son  
Thomas, t h e n  from 1819 oy Johann v .  Kreck i .  P a r t  C owned by Michae l  von Koziczkowski,  
t h e n  from 1756 Andreas v .  Kaszewski,  t h e n  by h i s  d a u g h t e r  C o n s t a n t i a  v.  Temska, t h e n  from 
1825 h e r  son Anton v. Tempski. P a r t  D owned by Gregor  von Koziczkowski ,  t h e n  by h i s  son 
Adam; t h e n  from 1791  by Mtchae l  v.  Lewinski  ( s e e  S e c t i o n  A) ;  t h e n  s i n c e  1819 by h i s  son  

- Jnhann ( s e e  S e c t i o n  A). 
I n  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  l i s t  o f  1773 t h e  owners were  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Johann Lewinskp, widow 

C a t h e r i n e  Krenska (p robab ly  t h e  w i f e  o f  F r a n z  v .  K r e c k i ) ,  Andreas Karschewsky and Adam 
Kozieczkowsky. 49 p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  Kos i t zkau .  The e n t i r e  a r e a  measures  6 Hufen, e a c h  - 
s e c t i o n  b e i n g  Hufen. The l i v e s t o c k  c o n s i s t e d  o f  1 5  h o r s e s ,  1 4  oxen ,  1 2  cows, 7 c a l v e s ,  
11 sheep  and 8 p i g s ;  They sowed 49% b u s h e l s  o f  r y e ,  30 b u s h e l s  of b a r l e y ,  30 b u s h e l s  o f  
o a t s  and 2 b u s h e l s  o f  p e a s .  The hay h a r v e s t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  22 4-horse  drawn l o a d s  

I n  t h e  Economy r e p o r t  i t  s a y s  a b o u t  t h e  f i e l d s  "most o f  i t  i s  s h r u b s  and bushes .  The 
ground s o i l  i s  c o l d  s l i c k  and w h i t e  s a n d . . . s o  one  o f t e n  f i n d s  w a s t e l a n d . .  . The meadows 
a r e  s m a l l ,  b u t  h i g h - y i e l d i n g ,  t h e y  l i e  on a r i v e r  ( t h e  Leba) .  The p a s t u r e  i s  a d e q u a t e ,  
w i t h  many b u s h p .  There  i s  a v a s t  f o r e s t  o f  young b e e c h e s  and o a k s ,  which i s  a d e q u a t e  
f o r  h e a t i n g  purposes .  There  is  no b u i l d i n g  t imber . "  

111-1789 Kozyczkowo had 4 n o b l e  owners and a l t o g e t h e r  1 0  f i r e p l a c e s .  I n  1820 t h e  
n o b l e  est'ite a f  Kozizkowo had 1 0 1  i n h a b i t a n i s .  I n  1864 K o s i t z k a u  had 350 i n h a b i t a n t s .  
There were 2 1  owners,  56 p r o p e r t i e s  and 36 h o u s e s . .  . 

An a u t h o r - h i s t o r i a n  



ZUKOWKEN 

..... In the Kontributions list of 1773 the following part-owners are mentioned: Anton Friedrich 
v. Dombrowsky, Andres v. Gostomsky and Ernst v. Kozitzkowsky: the latter may have been the 
estate administrator, since his name is not mentioned anywhere else. Judging by the size of 
the estate (8 Hufen), this might be possible. Dombrowski's property was 4 Hufen and 
Gostomski's was 1% Hufen. Altogether Zukowken was 13% Hufen. The site of the mill property 
is not listed. Altogether 87 people lived in Zukowken. The following families lived on the 
property of Dombrowski: George Ronke, Michael Zibula, Jacob Ronke, Friedrich Solke and Franz 
Mroczk. The following families lived on the property of Gostomski: Jacob Czierka, widow of 
Martin Dalzin, and Jacob Zika (Zielke). On the property of Mr. v. Kozitzkowski there lived 
8 Soika families (who all called themselves Soik later): they were Michel, Martin, Woytek, 
the widow of Christian, David, Zacharias and Michel Soika. Besides those, the miller Michel 
Plaster lived in the mill, which was owned jointly by the three swners Dombrowsky, Gostomsky 
and Kozitzkowsky. They had the following livestock: 10 horses, 40 oxen, 23 cows, 11 calves, 
78 sheep, and 38 pigs. They sowed 107% bushel of rye, 25% bushel of barley, 64% bushel of 
oats, 9% bushel of wheat and 1 bushel peas. The hay-harvest was 18 4-horse loads. 

PUSDROWO 

..... According to the contribution list of 1773, the following part-owners are mentioned: 
Part A; Mathes Krentzky who lives in Borrestowo: Part B; Joseph v. Laszewski who lives in 
Suleczin: Part C; Melcher Plachetzky: Part D; the widow Esther Krenska who lives in Wensioren's 
rooms: Part E; Woytek (Albert) Boien: Part F; Wawrzyniec Zakrzewski who was called Lorenz v. 
Kos-zakrzewski. (He probably is the husband of one of the three Zadzik v. Pucdrowski sisters. 
Zakrzewski's part was 3 Hufen; Krentzky's and Laszewski's were 2 Hufen and tht remaining 3 
owners each had 1 Hufen: altogether 12 Hufen. On Krentzky's property lived Joseph Starck and 
Johann Gnibba. On Laszewski's property lived Christian Nitzlau, Michal Dombek and Cuba 
Puszdrowsky. On Plachetzky's property lived Johann Fohrmann. On the widow Krenska's property 
lived Johann Weybruld and Jureck Schich. On Boien's property lived Ignatius Kositzkowsky and 
on Zakrzewski's property lived Christian Stentzel and Michel Potiwa. On the mill that belongs 
to all the owners lives the miller Christian Fohrmann. Altogether 71 people lived in Pusdrowo. 

MISCHISCHEWITZ 

...., The owner of one part was Martin v. Kozyczkowski. He died in 1776 then his sons Jacob 
Michael and Joseph Thomas were owners together. Since 1796, Michael v. Bronk, then his sister 
Anna v. Borzyskowska, then from 1803 her son Michael. 

Besides the noble families, there lived in Mischischewitz on Martin v. Kozyczkowski's 
property: Michal Konkoll and Paul Klassa, and Martin Tormiczik. 

In all 94 people lived in Mischiszhewitz. In the economy report it says "The fields 
contain many hills and valleys. The soil is full of rocks and there are large stretches that 
are grown over with heather and are seldom cultivated. The fields change from sand to cold 
clay. The meadows are prairies on which grow heather and little hay. The pasture at this 
village is adequate for livestock because of the thick underbrush. But they have no wood 
adequate for building and heating." 

EXAU 

..... According to the Lustration of 1570, Exau had 16 Hufen which were divided into 2 farms. 
Johannes Exaw paid 12 gr. for 7% Hufen and 4 gr. for a Katner. Michal v. Exaw paid 12 gr. 
for 8 Hufen, 4 gr. for a Katner, 3 fl. for 3 hammer wheels, 20 gr. for 1 Huf of the hammer- 
works and 18 gr. for 3 workers. So there existed a Hammerwork in Exau at that time. Accor- 
ding to the Rhinefelder Church register in 1686, there lived in Exau's Hammerworks the steel 
and ironsmaster-Arndt Groppen. According to Aschkewitz, the Rosenberg and Zierenberg families 
came to Exau in the 16th century. In 1648 Albrecht von Powalski occupied 4 Hufen in Exau. 
About 1680-1696, the Polish Major Thomas V. Koryth was the hereditary owner of Exau. He is 
mentioned as a baptism-sponser in the Rheinfeld Lutheran Parish register of 1688. His death 
in 1696 is registered in the church books of this parish. The heirs of Thomas v. Koryth were 
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Kathar ina El izabe th  von Kozykowska, Eleanor S o f i e  and Johanna T e o f i l e  von Koryth. I n  1697 
P e t e r  Erns t  von Kczewski bought t h e  farm Exau wi th  t h e  Hammermill and inn  f o r  14000 £1 ..... 

BORCHESTOWO 

..... P a r t  A was owned by Mathias von Krecki,  then h i s  son Mart in;  then s i n c e  1763 h i s  son 
Matthaus who paid homage i n  1772. The owner s i n c e  1792 was Mart in  von L n i s k i  ( see  P a r t  F) .  
P a r t  B was owned by Albrecht  von Gzestkowski, then  from 1745 h i s  daughter  Eva von Krecka 
(her  husband was Bogislav von Krecki ,  who pa id  homage i n  1772);  then s i n c e  1788 t h e  son 
Vale r ian  von Krecki; s i n c e  1799 Mart in  von Ln i sk i  ( see  p a r t  F ) .  P a r t  C was owned by Pe t e r  
v. Borzestowski; from 1752 h i s  son Adam v. Borzestowski (Homage 1772);  s i n c e  1793 h i s  son 
Mat th ias  v. Borzestowski - then  Franz v .  Koziczkowski. P a r t  D had 3 owners: Magdalena v. 
Wesierska from Doregowska; t h e  f o u r  Sk ie rk  b r o t h e r s ;  Marianna of Gostomska from Skierk.  
From 1707-1729 Johann F r e i d r i c h  von Gleissen-Doregowski owned a l l  t h r e e  p a r t s .  From 1743 
h i s  nephew Matthias  v. Wybicki, then h i s  son Johann v.  Wybicki. From 1816 h i s  b ro the r s  
Dominicus v. Wybicki. From 1823 I g n a t i u s  v.  Pruszak. P a r t  E was owned by Pe t e r  v. 
Borzestowski; then h i s  son Johann, then  h i s  son P e t e r  (who d ied  i n  1779);  then h i s  daughter 
E l i zabe th  v .  Lebinska. P a r t  F was owned by Anton and Michael v .  Lewinski; from 1750 o r  175 
t h e  owner was Anton v. Ln i sk i ;  from 1772 Martha v.  Ln i sk i  (who pa id  homage i n  1772);  s i n c e  
1816 a l l  f ou r  p a r t s  were owned by Kunigunde v .  Lewinska who was born i n  Laszewska. P a r t  G 
w a s  owned by Johann v. Kozyczkowski; then from 1788 by h i s  son Andreas v. Kozyczkowski; 
then from 1795 by h i s  b r o t h e r  Franz v. Kozyczkowski ( s e e  P a r t  C ) ;  then s i n c e  1800 by Martin 
von Ln i sk i  ( see  P a r t  F) .  

Nearby Mettkau belonged t o  t h e  Judge Andreas Zelewski from Berent .  He had s p l i t  t h e  
land between 7 t enan t  farmers;  Konkoll, Janka,  Dombrowsky, Krewta, Szimanski, J e l i n s k i ,  D i w  
and Blok. 

From t h e  economic d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Nobel e s t a t e  Borzestowo we l e a r n ,  " the  f i e l d .  .. 
c o n s i s t  of many mountains of s tones .  The ground is  p a r t l y  sand,  p a r t l y  bog and much of it. 

cannot be  c u l t i v a t e d .  The meadows a r e  p a r t l y  between f i e l d s  and p a r t l y  on a l ake .  But tho 
a r e  very  w e t  and g ive  l i t t l e  hay. The f o r e s t  i s  l a r g e  and c o n s i s t  of young beeches and f i r  
bu t  no l ~ m b e r .  1; 1789 ~o rches towo ,  an  e s t a t e  belonging t o  5 noble  owners, had 12 f i r e -  
p laces .  . . " 





- a* portion of Karthaus District of West Prussia 

_ - -  - _- _ .__I_- L.__ . - _ _ -__ -- . .  - -- - - - 
. - - - 

This German map is a 1940 reprint of a 1902 map. 
(4.5 miles = 1 inch.) Communities of interest, circled 
are: Parchau, Pallubitz, Pusdrowo, Podjass, Mischischewitz, 
Kirnen, Borzestowo, Borrushin, Skorschewo, Klobschin, 
Kositzkau, Exau and Borkau. 



We have several clues to help determine Michael's exact place of origin. 
Michael's son Martin recalled his father came from around Parchowo, about 10 
miles west of Lake stezyna. l-' He many times mentioned the name "~ausz", which 
is a lake about one mile from Parchowo. Today lying in Butow County, Parchowo 
was once within the boundaries of the Karthaus district. Michael sent letters 
home to his neighbors, Zinda and Platta, urging them to emigrate. John Zinda 
was from ~klszowa5 and Platta (Kropildo) may have come from the village of 
~ostomken;~ both not far in distance from the villages with mention of 
Koziczkowski's. 

J; An only son, Michael originally studied for the priesthood, but the death 
of his father, coupled with the mismanagement of the family estate by a foreman, 
forced him to abandon his studies. On October 30, 1838, he married Francis 
zelewska8 (She was born on December 4, 1815.) There is mention of von Zelewski 
in the following villages (again from Heidn's history): Borchau-now Borkowo, 
Borruchin-now Boruchino, Borchestowo-now Borzestowo, Pallubitz-Palubice, and 
Podjass-Podjacy. Schalewski (Szalewski) are mentioned in the village of Klobshin- 
now Kolbuczyn, just west of Skorzewo. 

L .  .\ccording to Yartin's son, David Kozikosky of Steven's Point. As in most oral 

history there is usualir a nucleus of truth. 
5. According to his death certifi~ate (prob. Skorzewo). 
6. According to Willv Heldn's hisrary. / 

7 .  According to Daniel Loziczkowbhi af Stevcn's Point. ,' 
3. According to Yartha L(oziczkovsri Leibe, her motller w.is a Shdlewski in poland; - 3 2  .,,-* <, 

her pranjmother a Sondo and her great-grandmotkr a Steep.   ran cis' death - '. 1 ' 

certiiicare glves Zelewsk~ as her naiden name. In the biographical sketch of 
Jojeph L;oziczkovsai in A Standard Histar) of Portage County (1919) p .  759, 
his oarrncs are listed as Yichael Fen and Francis (~onzelewska) ~oziczkowski. )r 

*perhaps only surviving son 

This 1936 Polish map (1.6 miles = 1 inch) shows in great detail, the 
Polish countryside and villages of interest to us. 
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Kashubia n Origins 
Michael and Frances emigrated from the  Kasubian d i s t r i c t  of West Pruss ia .  

The Kashubs were a s l a v i c  t r i b e  whose h i s t o r y  can be t r aced  back t o  1000 A.D. 
Reprinted below is an a r t i c l e  taken from Po l i sh  American Studies ,  Vol. X X I I I ,  
No. 1 Jan,  June 1966. 

THE KASHUBS-ORIGINS AND EMIGRATION 
TO THE U. 5: 

Jan L. PerkororM* 

~pa&yKd&inPdPdare&+aminai+mdtbcPomcrr-  
i * o r i l i v l - -  

' L L ~ d d m K d d m i n E u m p c h m e d ~ C a r m r r i u -  
h r d W  ' - l k r r c a d e d h i u q d t b c K u b u b s ~ r e  
1QD AD, whm rL Emt Pomeranian pins wbo was reigning ia  Dan- 
z Q . I r r i c d ~ ~ d t & P o l k h k i n g B d o l r w ~ m d w u  
Lpliopd tbr e i n g  century Pdirh minionrvia wcrc aclive 
i & K d d k a u . ~ ,  inthe Ikhcramry t h e  be- a urug- 
C rhl, rL Tamak h i g h  (Gcnnuu) which tamiaatd in subjuga- 
& .d by tbr Knighu Lan 1309 unul1466 

Catholics and the Germans became Protestants. East (Polish) ~omc&ir 
m d  Wat  (Germm) Pomerania bcume even more rigidly oppoxd to 
one another. In East Porncrania the Kashubian nobility became Pol* 
nized and the German minority was absorbed. I t  was at this time that 
the firs phase d Kuhubian literary activity cune into being. In  Eas 
Pomennia in 1893 a Kashubian-speaking character was induded in an 
sllaymous Polish play (probably written by Jan Gulidski," but the 
Pola did m t  allow the uu of h h u b i a n  in churches or schools. Yet in 
C i n d  Pomuznir the Protestants religious services in the ver- 
nacular and in lSE6 Simon Kmfcy of the BytKw District published the 
fint baot in K Y h w i  a translation of the Lutheran hymnal." In 
I643 kGchrl Poacmus of Shrprk published a anrlat ion of Luther's 
d iaco KububianU This literary activity among the Luchaan 
Kuh& cmtinued up m the middle of the 18th century, whm their dc- 
c r u d  numb= k n e d  the demand. 

W i  the first partition of Poland in 1772 the Kashubs came com- 
pktcly under Pmssian (German) control, which lasted until just after 
thc F i  World W u  (1919-20). In 1842 the King of Prussia decreed that 
every child in Pnwia could be instructed in his mother tongue. This 
hdpcd to awzkcn latent Kashubian n;ltiodism a n 4  with Florian Ccy- 
nova's attempt rn establish a Kashubinn Literary Language," the second 
phase d Kalfi.San literary aczivity was Ia~nchcd." This second phase 
has continued, rhough haltingly, up to the present day." In  1865 the 

King radnded his order of 1842 a d  decreed rhat 9 subjear must use ' 
Germaa. Smn h a r d  Biiarck ini&ud hL 'Kul~rlumpf', a poIiq 
d rigid Cvmrniubm and wloniurion among ly10Gemunic &C 

pups in PrUpiL These 00Ddiliont provided an added rtimalur for 
l t r h ~ a E i ~ m A m a i ~ ~ h r d k d ~ b c g u n i o 1 w  
h tk Treaty d Vsnillcc (Wl!J-20). P o h d  was given a narrow 

d p d ~ k r d i n g t o t h c B a l t i c S a , ~ a f t b c V i i R i v c r . n 3  
b a r c c n E a ~ d W a r P N U i L K s o a n u t h e " P o t L h ~ ~ t h i r  
~aflandwupopUtrtcd,forthcmoapu2withKuhubaThispr~ 
cuiourbcrtiwbawacntm,lrgcrgmmt,of~mrihxyauced 
much rpprrhndoo in Poland bawccn the two World wur In qiq 
m ~ t b e i r d r i m t o c h e m r i m r y . t h e P o l u p r o d ~ p d c m i c l i ~ -  
ture, varying in h Lorn descriptive geography" to witniifiaI17 sound 
ahnognphii studies of the KaBubs, proving their rcLtioarhip to the 
P d a m  Nevcnhclar, in 1939 the Gamans &zed the 'Corridor" and 
once again the Kashubs were under German wnuoL After tiu establish- 
ment of the Oder-Neisse boundary between Poland and Eut Gummy in 
l950, however, the Kashubs were officially returned to Poland, wba+ 
cuncnrly they h e  the hardship of the present Polish regime with the 
Pola themselves as their Poloniwtion slowly continues." 

I-), pp. MC55i. 
IS. Tb8 mod- mMt L entitled Dm k l d w  Catech(Pmw D. Marlin6 Luther(. 

- ,- 
I S .  Per s eunmy d Xuhnbun Literature w e  AndneJ BcwkwskI, X8pbnaiLm 

k h a n  (PxJ.4 1950) and Inrsmtx, The Carrubinn C i m l k o t h ,  pp. 13-17, 
1SSl6d. 

11. Ik. Eo;;.~, Ya JVWM od Morra (Obd*k, 2083). 



The history of thc Knshubs in the United States is one of temporary 
Polonivticn or Germanization, but ultimate Amcriwnizaticc. Specific 
data on their migrat~on to this country is virtually rinzxiratW Y a  
some information can 'be gleancd from the cx:cnsive iitcra:urc on h e  
history ot Polish colonization in the United Stata. Polih immigration 
to the United Statcs can bc divided into four periods: 1. 1608 to 1% 
mostly advcnturcrs and rciigious refugccs; 2. 1775 to 1854--polidul reh- 
g m ;  3. 1854 to 19l4-cconomic refuges; 4. 1914 to the prcxn:-vuiw 
types of rchgccs." 

Of the few hmigranu  who came to America in the fmt  period from 
lands that have been Polish in various historical there h one who 

came from Koszalin in Pomaania. H e  may well have hen the first 
Kvhub in Amcria. H e  was Lieutenant Daniel L i d 4  who in the 
1640's amc to New Amstadan, where he b m m e  a pmperous a w n  
kcepaP 

During the scmnd period Poland no longer existed as a politid 
unity. By 1795 Poland had betn divided into Prussiaq Ruuian and AUS- 
aim scams. Since the Kashubs lived in the Pruuian &or, the rrnigra- 
tiw statistics from lhat munuy yield the most uydonnation about h h u -  
b i  cmigxatioa. Spurred by poli t id unrest and e ~ n o m i c  h r ,  the 
Kvhubs began to leave P m d a  for the United State3 in rignif.ic;mt num- 
bar by 1848 and mntinued to depart for a period of approximtcly forty 
years, at the end of which there came about 3 significant daline in emi- 
gration. The immigran:~ came Gom the poor farming areas in the Ka- 
shubian regions of southern West Prurtia and Porncrania: the KoGiaski 
Chojnicki, Cduchowski and Bytowski d i i i c u  From 1848 to 11960 repre- 
antativu of the Maitime Navigation Company of Hamburg l u r d  
thousands of t h a e  southern Kashuhr to h e r i a  evay year by offering 
fra man passage 

Emigntioor onrinued wcU into the third per ids  For aamplq  
betarem 1860 u d  IS@ zbout 55% of the ppukt ion  d Byt6w had left for 
Amcr ia  &nve= 1E7i and 1880, 64,000 unigranu left from the POR of 
Gdvisk and bcrwccn 1681 and 18M, li9,000 Although the c m i p t s  
were m d y  fro= the southern pax of ihe KYnubim region, nrme fami- 
lia did &gt:r 50~3 the north, fro3  & ~ l o & ~ c i a c  region sunounding 
b k a  tein ad Gardno. R ~ a u h  s t ~ t a  that several hundred Slovincian 
families had dqarted h m  the Slupsk diitric: by 1899.n By the F i r s  
World war 5 e  bra: cf the Kuhcbian errrigrason fmm Pruuia had 
passed u d  d=+ 4 c  bur& period rdxively few have m n e  to h i s  
COrllluy. 

I t  is verp difEcult :o estimate the nun&r of h h u b  in the United 

tL. Bes Xieeirk1 Xakaa, Palm h X r r  ~ i k  fn the 17th b d  18th Ceutwfes 
( C h i u g ~ ~  1938)s m- 2940. 

23. &a BMult, #h'yalgk, pp. 23S-240. 
U. 8.. & & ~ j  D-&wd, D8WdroId t(tnaeka 4 Sporeano lIf.rodmu Dndor- 

8b*g9 r A - u  (f881-1901) ( O w  1961). pp. 11-1s. &me oi thm 
ntW fn C r u b  and B d  u w J I  u In Y e  UdtaJ (U1*.. 

W. EN M, Btslyofyiw, pp. t3IPIO.  Im eonredog f d y  r(.tl.Uea to unit 
omat, L. -I u armage of  5- cLndm pr f d j  (m .bore, mots 84). 

EY(Lke:The Auanicuo Lcnyuagr [ s o w  York, 19301, pp. 013-075). 'Among 
tho Xul~utw. on Ute other 11and. there w o n  rorj  f o r  Jowr  )dm: of  them, 

S u r u  today. Thcrc arc no r c m t  r u h i u  In 1899 Ramulr cakmul b 
Acre wue about 100,000.'' O~hcr  record^ show Lhu h u e  w a e  .bout 
2,000,OCO Pola in thc Unlted S u t u  in 1900." S i c e  t h e  are prrpaMd 
to be a b u t  5,000,OW Polcr in the U n i d  S a r a  d a y , *  i d 6 1  tbor 
beyond the rccond gcncration, propWr;onally, &a. there rbarld be 
prorirmtcly 250,003 Klrhubs in the United Succrn Nowhrc sar & 
many, howcvcr, have rctalncd rhc languagcn 

Mort of the I(llhubs who umr to rht counuy w a e  cicbcr &am 
or fishermen. h y  of LLun wught work in k i e r  k q  bur, d i k e  
ocher groups, they dld noc usually work in miaa. Alrbougb tbr h&& 
have dispersed rhrougbouc cbc whok Unirnl Sutcr, rizabk a 
found in the following u a t a  (lined in or& d dar- -&): 
I l l i d i  Wisconsin, New York, M i n n m q  DJo4 
Missouri, Pennrylvani+ Maryland, aod M u r v h ~ r e ~ ~  

Kaahubian Kulcmcnu of vuying &cr arc found in rbe blkwbg 
citiu and wuntia: IllinoicChicago (nu Noble .ad Diriii Svera 
and S t  J6& Parhh, whuc they are ban Wqhcrm; Ima-Bzigb 
mn; Muyland-Baltimore; MzruchuuucWcbncr; Mi- 
~ o i t  (St Klzimicrz and SL W o j c i d  Parishes), Parisvine, Patatd; Mia. 
naou-Winona (St. Sunidaw Parish). Pine Creek, Nonb Ge& Iodc 
pcndeny Sturgeon Lakc, Little Falls, Fbrirn, Gracnburb (4 rbroof) 
Marshall Kituon and R-u Countia); M i .  Louis, %m&c 
(Lurhcranr); New Jcrsq-Trenton (Hdy Gar Puirh; New Y d -  
Buffalo (lome belong to the P d u h  National Otbolic Chllr&), Ncr 
York City; Korih Dakota--Warsaw, Minto, F A ;  Peacyl- 
burgh; South Dakota-Puck (nar Waubay), Garri(le (thq M: trm 
Puck and Wejhcrowo); Wisconsin-Milwaukq Jma f d d  (16rbcr 
mcq Stcvuu Poin: and Portage Gunq." 



A Paradox 

By 1855, Michael and Frances had t en  children:  Josephine, Frank, J u l i a ,  John, 
Teof i l ,  Clementine, four who died young and Theresa. It was a t i m e  of p o l i t i c a l  
unrest and harsh economic conditions i n  Prussia.  Because Michael was the  fa the r  
of a large  family, and had a l imited amount of land, i t  w a s  inev i t ab le  t h a t  the  
greater  number of h i s  sons must become common laborers.  Farm hands were paid 
from $25.00-$30.00 a year and board. Common labore r s  earned from two t o  ten  
s i l v e r  groshen ($.05-$.25) per day. Under these  condit ions,  i t  was impossible 
t o  purchase land. In  order t o  understand how Michael, a member of the  landed 
gentry, could have been a poor farmer, i t  is  necessary t o  study the  following 
h i s t o r i c a l  information concerning the  Pol ish  Sta te .  

I n  the  year 1386, Queen Judwiga, a descendant of Casimer t h e  Great,  gained 
the  throne of t h e  Polish S t a t e  and married Wladyslav J a g i e l l o  - Grand Duke of 
Lithuania. J a g i e l l o  ruled both countr ies  a s  King of Poland, although each country 

. minta ined  i t s  own separa te  government. Under the  J a g i e l l i a n s ,  Poland became one 
of the  g rea tes t  powers of Eastern Europe. Poland defeated t h e  Teutonic Knights 
e a r l y  i n  the 15t&century, regaining Pomerania and Gdansk. 

+I 

After Poland and Lithuania w e r e  united,  the  Pol ish  and Lithuanian n o b i l i t y  
quickly became assimilated and gradually increased t h e i r  power and influence. 
Members of the  l e s s o r  n o b i l i t y  (landed gentry) gradually acquired p r iv i l eges  t h a t  

_ grea t ly  reduced the  au thor i ty  and s t rength  of the  crown. Pol ish  Kings became 
dependant upon the  goodwill of nobles. The rise i n  power of the  landed gentry 
was generally accompanied by a breakdown of the  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  of 
other groups, mainly the  burghers and peasants. Increasing numbers w e r e  forced 

- in to  the  service  of n o b i l i t y  and were gradually reduced t o  serfdom. . x. 

By the  middle of the  16th century, a na t iona l  parliament had emerged consis t ing  

-.. of a Senate representing the  great  nobles and a lower house ca l l ed  the  Sjem, which 
. consisted of representat ives of the  more numerous landed gentry.  The parliament 

becante the supreme l e g i s l a t i v e  body of thy state, which resu l t ed  g rea t ly  i n  weak- . 

ening the  s t a t e ,  c u r t a i l i n g  the  power of the  King, and by fos te r ing  p o l i t i c a l  . 
weakness and corruption. 

Toward the  c lose  of the  17th  century, i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  decay and impotence 
had grown t o  such proportions t h a t  Pol ish  e f f o r t s  t o  resist ex te rna l  pressures w e r e  
ineffec t ive .  Toward the  end of the  18th century, Poland ne i the r  maintained a 
standing army, nor a diplomatic service  and no longer attempted t o  follow any 
semblence of an independant foreign policy. The dec l ine  of the  country was fo l -  
lowed by increasing s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and economic d i s in tegra t ion .  The l i f e  of t h e  
peasant became harsher, a s  the  landed e s t a t e s  (of the  gentry) w e r e  more heavily 
exploited by heavy taxes. 

Between t h e  years 1772-1795, Poland was pa r t i t ioned  by Russia, Pruss ia  and 
Austria; the  r e s u l t  of which was t o  t o t a l l y  el iminate Poland a s  a p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  
f o r  amre than one hundred years. During t h i s  t i m e ,  the  landed gentry  gradually 
diminished i n  number and wealth. Many sons of the  l e s s o r  nabi lg ty  moved i n t o  the  
towns t o  en te r  business o r  the  professions. The emancipation from serfdom took 
place i n  the  Prussian area  i n  1823, and t h e  lands w e r e  o f t en  sub-divided i n t o  
s-kall p l o t s  f o r  the  peasants. Po l i sh  v i l l a g e s  suffered acute ly  from over popu- 
l a t ion .  Agr icul tura l  methods were primit ive;  taxes w e r e  high. The powe r and 
wealth o f - t h e  l e s sor  n o b i l i t y  - t h e  l a d e d  gentry - had, i n  some cases,  declined 
t o  the  l&el of t h e  lower c lasses  



I st Polish Immigrant in Portage County 

The hope of prosperity lay in America, and Michael was among - if not the 
first - from his area to emigrate. Perhaps he took advantage of the free ocean 
passage to America offered by the Maritime Navigation Company of Hamburg. On 
July 8, 1857, Michael and his family embarked upon a two-month sea vovage aboard 
the German ship "Howard". Sailing from the port of Hamburg, the family arrived 
in New York harbor on September 4, 1857. 

Michael proceeded directly to Chicago, where he heard of cheap lands to be 
had on the upper Wisconsin River. In Milwaukee he learned more, for there was 
at that time a movement among the Germans to take up lands in Marathon County. 
Proceeding in this direction, Michael ar;ived in Steven's Point in September 
1857, reportedly with only $50.00 in money. He left his family in Steven's Point 
while he went to TsJausau to look at land, which proved unsatifactory because it 
was too heavily wooded. Returning, he spent the winter (1857-1858) in Steven's 
Point. Joseph Oesterle, a German settler who was chiefly engaged in hunting and 
trapping, induced Michael to secure land in his neighborhood.10 Because he was 
the first Polish settler in those parts, many neighbors would drive into his 
yard merely to get a glance at what a Pole might look like.ll 

Settling on Section 11, in what now is the town of Sharon, Michael became a 
beacon to his friends in the mother country; his letters enticing them to join 
him in America, near a location that became the center of what was probably the 
earliest Polish agricultural community in Wisconsin - Polonia! 

Michael declared his intention to become a citizen on November 4, 1861 
before the Clerk of Circuit Court in Portage Co., Wisconsin. In the same year 
Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated President and the country was in turmoil as the 
nation threw herself into civil war. 







1895 Plat Map 



= m = = w = m =  a dream realized 

The promise of p r o s p e r i t y  was f u l f i l l e d  f o r  by t h e  t i m e  of h i s  d e a t h ,  
Michael had accumulated more than  480 a c r e s  of land.  Known a s  a p ionee r  ho r t -  
i c u l t u r a l i s t ,  he p l an t ed  t h e  s eeds  of a p p l e s  and p e a r s  from h i s  n a t i v e  l and  
and developed a number of good t r e e s ,  two of  which s t a n d  today and s t i l l  bea r  
f r u i t .  He served h i s  community i n  s e v e r a l  c a p a c i t i e s :  he was f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
chairman of t h e  county board of  s u p e r v i s o r s  and w a s  honored w i t h  o t h e r  l o c a l  
o f f i c e s .  An educated man, w i t h  a command of f i v e  languages,  he s e rved  en thus i -  
a s t i c a l l y  a s  a member of  t h e  school  board.  A deeply r e l i g i o u s  man, Michael 
con t r ibu t ed  t o  t h e b u i l d i n g  and suppor t  of S t .  Mar t i n ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church i n  
"Poland Corners", now E l l i s ;  S t .  Jo seph ' s  Ca tho l i c  Church; and l a t e r  Sacred 

a r t  Ca tho l i c  

Koziczkowski 

The t o t a l  number of  c h i l d r e n  born  t o  Michael and F r a n c i s  numbered 15: 
Josephine,  Frank, J u l i a ,  John, T e o f i l ,  Clementine,  f o u r  who d i e d  young i n  
P r u s s i a ,  Theresa (who d i ed  young and is  b u r i e d  a t  E l l i s ) ,  Michael,  l iart in,  
Joseph, and Martha. On Sept .  3,12 1881 Michael d i ed  a t  t h e  age  o f  70. 
F ranc i s  d i ed  Nov. 17 ,  1904 a t  t h e  age of  89, Both a r e  b u r i e d  a t  t h e  Sacred 
Heart Cemetary i n  Polonia .  

12. Sacred Heart Church records date  o f  death a s  Sept.  3 ,  1881. Date o f  death a s  
recorded i n  probate f i l e  is  Sept .  5. 1881. 

-35- 
I n  t h e  Town of  Sharon (25N) t h e  fo l lowing  owned land.  (acc.1895 P l a t  Hap) 

Sec t ion  3: Valen t ine  & Josephine  Zoromski (44 a c r e s )  
*Section 10: Adam & J u l i a  Gorecki (120 a c r e s )  

Sec t ion  23: Simon & Clementine Savage (40 a c r e s )  
Sec t ion  24: Simon & Clementine Savage (80 a c r e s )  



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF MICHAEL KOZICZKOWSKI * 

f. 

/A,/- A c - r ( - A  FA&-7 &51J-~ 

-./-if-. sp'-"f: --- 
\ 

&A?%& * * 

t ,  

r 
* 

C 
i. I, Michael Koziczkowski, of t h e  Town of Sharon i n  Portage Co. do by t h i s  

my last W i l l  and Testament dispose of a l l  my real and personal property now 
owned by me. To my wife, Francis a note held by m e  agains t  Aug. Kluck 

6 f o r  the  sum of $50.00 and due Nov. 2,  1881 ( t o  St .  Nary Church a t  Polonia, W i s .  
and fo r  her t o  pay t h e  same) a l s o  empower her t o  c o l l e c t  a second no te  agains t  
sa id  h g .  Kluck and dispose of t h e  amount a s  follows: t o  my Daughter Josephine 
$10.00 my son Frank $10,00 my daughter J u l i a  $10.00 my son John $10.00 my i 
daughter Clementine $10.00. I a l s o  bequeath a debt owing t o  m e  from my son 
Teofi l  of $25.00 t o  my wife Francis $10,00 t o  my daughter Martha to my son I 

Teofi l  $5.00 (?)  Signed Mchae l  Kaziczkowski 

Dated Sept. 3, 1881 

1 I n  the  presence of John McGeer (?)  
Joseph Kirkowski 

*Probably taken i n  h i s  last hours of l i f e .  
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. .  ............... .... To ' L, , ,urn ,urn. m. P& .........&urn. -2** f "T - 
.......................................... .............. t of.... 4 .  kPur-kL 3 

.............................................. ..... .... ..... r dkw- &...saI:*rc. e d -  
...- ............................. = p t r U u y  10- t w - - @ d &  /f3.c.cj k-.& .......................... 1 

........... ........................... ................................................. ...... .... /LC+ &+- :-..: ::.-: 
...... ...... .... *- ihi in the said : r ! ~  ~ . . ~ l . L ~ m . -  _._. 

\ 
On the...$.d* ................ day d.... &xi*.&& ..... 11&1..;, having previously, u y w  ptitjona i 

...... *.... informed and Uicvcs, duly made and eiccu tcd .......A. L.. .....lu will and testament: 'flat.-- 

m t  lid tieawed was, M I  or immediate; pmioua to the t i n  of ...... 1t.k .............. &ah, *n inhabitant d ............... 
..... . ............................................ ..... d I,., la.. .*...&,dQ .-d 

............................................................................................................................................................... 
Your petitioner furclter ahon  that the jumd pmpcrty of the said d e e d  amounb to a b u t  the value of ' 

...... .................... ................. /U.t.CII:kLw. Dollan, md that the 14 atate of the mid 

Your petitioner herewith pmcntr tHe said 1s t  wiU and tcru.mmt, and asks that the ume be proved d admitted to 

Mate,  and t h t  hm t aonwmry  be p n t e d  thereon according to law. 

I/i ....... . ..... ....... Data& A&LYWLW ~1 -... I ~ ~ . - .  
. . 

... ......-......... 
/3 3% 01 PSliuonsin, 

...... "r' mF ....................... 
&-- 

o n t k  ......... L.L ..................... & y o ~  ... ...., ~ ~ ~ . ~ . . , ~ y a p p u r e d ~ ~ o r e n  

.............. ..... ..... z & //y.t!.Cb the @tiowr named in the foregoing petition, rho, 
I I r 

kng by n ~ e  duly r w m ,  did depou and uy, that .... .h& ...... h;Id h w d  rwd the foregoing petition by ..... /lira .... 
~hcnhl, and lDnn the contents th-(and that the ume is true o l  . . . l ~ k w n  LnwMge, exceptin5 aa to matten 

rrein stated on information and belief, and as to t h e  matt e ~ s . . . . ~ ~ . . . b e I i e ~ ~  i) to be me. 

P roba t e  paper from the  f i l e  of Michael Koziczkowski of 
Portage Co., Wisconsin. 

-37- 



PORTAGE CO 0 



City Park Named For Michael Koziczkowski 
On June 21, 1980, 

Almost one hundred y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  Michael was honored by t h e  
d e d i c a t i o n  of a c i t y  pa rk  i n  h i s  name. A spo t  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  beau ty ,  t h e  
Michael Koziczkowski Park i s  l o c a t e d  on Minnesota Ave. ( access  from Business 
Hiway 5 1  through Minnesota Ave. o r  Nebel S t . )  i n  t h e  C i t y  of s t e v e n ' s  P o i n t .  
A r t i c l e s  concerning t h e  t r i b u t e  and t h e  program of t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  a r e  re -  
p r i n t e d  h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h o s e  descendants  who could n o t  a t t e n d .  

A. f o r  t h e  bc!st r e c i t a t i o n  of Polish poems; 
ti. for t h e  1 ,c . s~  a c c n r d i o n  p l a y i n g  of P u i i s h  m u s l c .  

Iovocnt I C , ~  ( T l ~ r  R e v e r e n d  C l l z s t e r  Z i e l i n s k ~ ) .  

"Stc.vc~t>; l ' l > t n t :  Il,w i t  1 . ~ n . 1 ~ ~ 4  \ , ? I ~ I I  t l i c l ~ n c l  h n z l ~ z h o w s k i  A r r i v e d  i n  1111'; 
N U ~ I ~ , I I "  ~ : . t , ~ l , ~ ~ I m  l < , , ~ l w l  L J - 10 m i n u t e s .  

I :  IIav i i l i , ~ .  S ~ ~ , L # I I ~ I  .rnd 1I1Ltd p r l r c  L.,,C#LV~L w i m i c r b  w l l l  p l , t y  t I l t , l r  
~ ~ w . ~ r d - w ~ r u ~ ~ , ~ ~  m n k ~  :, . 
"kiir11.t~ l  ~ ~ , Z I C L I \ ~ ) W ~ , L ~ :  "I t i e w c ~ m e r  f ram Pol G,~wl  c ~ ~ i d  t h o s e  W I I ~ I  Yo1 1 ~ w . J  Illm" 

(Nt , 'X , i~~I . tu  : > L I I , I ~ . L )  - I >  m t 1 1 ~ 1 1 e s .  

l k c i  t . , ~  t,m:, < , I  I > O I  ~ : , h  ~ < w I +  by prize  w i n l w r 5 .  

I l i > t r ~ l , t l t  !G,II t t f  p l - i l u s  I I I I L I ~ : ~  t l w  d ~ r e i t i ~ > ~ l  , > i  .J~t,l,;c H < , b e t t  J \ . n k l i l ; .  

t l n v e ~ l  11,s , # I  1lbc r12t;,e o f  t l i c  !>,irk by b1,tyur ~ l l c l ~ . ~ ~ ~ l  I I ~ i b c ~ ~ l ~ t l I ,  

lJ.t~><.t:  p 8 t ~ s t % ~ , ~ $ ~ < ~ l  utidet t l ~ e  d i r e c t i o n  < > f  Sirs.. [ W I I . ~  !<11t115eii. 





The Daniel Koziczkowski Family 1980 
David Kozikocki 

Rosy and Andrew Olson 1980 

Our name i s  now on t h e  map of t h e  E a r t h  i n  two l o c a t i o n s ;  each t e l l i n g  i t s  
own c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  s a g a  of  our  Koziczkowski h e r i t a g e .  My dream f o r  a l l  i s  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  o u r  a n c e s t r a l  homeland, t o  f e e l  t h e  p resence  of t h o s e  who 
have gone b e f o r e ,  and t o  a p p r e c i a t e  more f u l l y  our  P o l i s h  h e r i t a g e .  

One cannot  h e l p  b u t  watch t h e  e v e n t s  i n  Poland today and wonder ..... i f  Michael  
7 h a d n ' t  come. . . . . .  



7 
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h$icendants 
- 

Frank Kozicskowski @3) 

Frank was born on December 29, 1841 in  the District af Karthaus, West Prussia, 
to  Michael and Frances Koziczkowski. ' He was axyoug man of 16 when he emigrated 
t o  &wrica with his  family. He may have spent soete t ine im S c m t a d y ,  New York 
before joining his  family in Rqtw fhgnty; Y J ~ s c Q B s ~ ~ ~  The 4860 Federal Census 
of %he Town of Sharon lists Fr* as &:Para - =  

He married Victoria Z %a &il&%en. Th~y *re mumerated 
in  the 1870 Federal Census  of Y *re- *he fzumed 120 acres 
on section 21. 

Frank died at the age af-73 on duly 29, 1914. Victoria reached the age of . 
71 +&en she died on July 4 ,  B22. Both are buried a t  the Sacred wr"t: Cetnetarpi 
in Polonia, Wisconsin. 

John Koziczkowski (#s) 
& 
p- - 
*-. & - 
i 

John was born on May 20, 1845 in the Karthaus d i s t r i c t  of West Prussia. A 
son of Michael and Frqces Koziczkowski, he was only 14 when he l e f t  Prussia 

i - for America. 
John married ~ w y - ~ i n t z ~  (Hinca) abovt 1869. They are l i s ted  in  the 1870 

Federal Census of the Town of Sharon as married, with no children - apparently 
newlywed. The 1880 census lists them i n  the Town of Stoc-. According to  
an 1895 plat  map, John owned 80 acres ifr tkc Town of Sharon on sections 14  
and 15; and 120 acres on sections 22 and 23 in  the Town of Stockton. 

Twelve children were born t o  John and Lucy. John died on February 19, 1894 2 - 
at the age of 50 years. Lucy lived t o  be 85- died on Airgust 15, 1936. Both 
are buried a t  the Sacred Heart Cemetary in Poloni;r, Wiwnsin. - - 
1. kcording to the 1900 Census, Lucy immigrated in 1363. - C 
2. Tombstone inscription shows 1892. Church burial records show 1894. 

11 

- 



Teof i l Kozic z kowski 

Teofil "Charles" Edimond Koziczkowski was born on November 14, 1847 in 
Karthaus, Prussia, to Michael and Francis Koziczkowski. Charles was 9 when 
he sailed across the Atlantic Ocean to America. A sturdy, responsible lab, 
Charles worked with his father to clear and cultivate the new farm. Charles 
grew to manhood on section 11 in the Town of Sharon and at the age of about 25, 
he married the daughter of a neighboring farmer, Maryanna Ostrowskil. Charles 
and Mary had 12 children, of which only 6 survived to adulthood. Some perished 
during the diptheria epidemic around the time of the Spanish-American War. 

The 1895 Plat book of the town of Sharon shows Teofil on the N.E. 1/4 of 
Section 11 and the NW 1/4 of section 12, on altogether 240 acres of land. 

Charles died on September 1, 1912 at the age of 66 years. Maryanna died 
March 2, 1922. She was 68 years old. Both are buried in the Sacred Heart 
Cemetary at Polonia. 

3 1. Maryanna was the oldest daughter of casimer2 and Rosalia (Szapiewski) von 
Ostrowski. She was born in 1855 in Prussia, probably in Czapiewice, Brussy 
County. She immigrated with her parents in June of 1869 and settled in the Town 
of Sharon. I 

2. Casimer, the son of Stanislaus von Ostrowski, was born January 4, 1828 in 
Windorb, Hojnice County, Prussia, He married Rosalia Szapiewski in Prussia where 
5 children were born: Marianna, Frank, Alexander, Francis, and Maximillion. 
After immigrating in 1869 and settling in Portage County, 5 more children were 
born: Leo, Theodore, Theophilia, Anton, and ( ?  . Casimer died February 28, 
1898 in the Town of Sharon. The 1895 Plat ma-the Town of Sharon shows Frank, 
Alex, Peter, and Louis on sections 22, 26, and 27 with a total of 295 acres. 
Some of this, undoubtly was conveyed to his sons by Casimer when he retired. 
3. Rosalia was born in Czapiewicz, Brussy County, Prussia in February 1833. 
She died on May 30, 1904 in the Town of Sharon. She states on 1900 Census of 
Portage County, she had 13 children. 

Mary and Teof il 



Martin Koziczkowski 

h i L i ~ t l i ,  1 I L  I , , I  - iroril on Sovember 14, 1860 to Michael and Frances 
at the fan1 1 1 ) ~  I ! ~ L - ; ~  ! I ,  t h '  Tolit] of Shr-tron, Portage County, Wisconsin. 
He spent his c111 ldI~\x:d <~ilJ early adult !,ears on the farm until the age of 23, 
when he started 3 f a ~ ~ i i l l  ,illci farm of his o m .  

IIis formal education was quite limited. Most of his training was obtained 
directly from his father, whc was an educated man, highly qualified to tudor 
his children. Little is known of blartin's public school days, or how long 
he may have attended public or parochial schools. He was at one time a student 
of a man in Polonia who served as a teacher and organist in the parish. Since 
the distance between his home and Polonia was nearly 3 miles over'primitive 
roads, it may be assumed that the course of study was quite limited. He told 

r of learning most of his arithmetic by practicing it on the wooden beam of his 
plow, while the team of oxen was resting. He could read and write in both 
the English and Polish languages. 

The marriage to his first wife, Helen Konapacki, took place at the Polonia 
Church on February ll*, 1884. They set up house-keeping on 160 acres on Section 
28 in the Town of Stockton. A daughter Martha was born a year later. On 
November 1, 1886 at the age of 19, Helen died only 3 weeks after giving birth 
to their second child, Frank. 

Martin married Anna Berna . about 3 months later, on February 14, 1887 at 
lia. 
1f ancy 

Thirteen chj 

and bhrt in 

n acquirecl t he first grain threshing rig in-the area, a3 

whom died 

did custom 
threshing for his nciglihors. It was a horse set and proved to be 
qui tc liar-d on the Iiorses, rccpiring a nelt team practically every season. This, 
1'111s the fact that he \\as a member of a hand that played for weddings, parties 
i~nd clanccs, icll rcqui rCd tl irn to spend considerable time off the farm; resulted 
in t ' inmc ia 1 prol)lc~ms. 011 fil;~rcli 2 ,  190!1, filartin moved his family to a farm 
in tlw 'I'o\\n of Nc\\ Ilolw \\licrc. tl w ~ -  1 i\-cJ until the youngest daughter was married 
in 1!)27. 

bhrt in lo\ c d  to S i  sll and hunt and zpcnt much of his time off in PI.:-.suit 
of tllc.sc spoi-ts. I lc. \\as 311 :]I- i d  rc;dei- of nclispapers, books and periodicals, 
and \\as \\el 1 in f'oi~~w~l alnlt current events . During the threshing season, he 
also hired out as macliinc tcmkr. Ilc 101-ed machinery of all kinds. However, he 
ncrcr mastcrccl tlic sk i 1 1 o f olwr:it ing an automobile, probably because it 
arrived c n  the sccnc to late for him to hal-e the opportunity to give it a good 
t 1.)-. 

king ot' ;lcl\.;l~li~cl ,1gc ;11ic1 \\ithout help, the!- sold the farm and retired 
to the \ i 1I;igc 01' I'c>lo~ii:~, \\ht.rc the!- 1 i\-ed out their days. Anna died on 
So\ cml~cl- -5, 1tl. i 1 :~t t lit. :tgc\ of 0.7. \last in died at the age of 88 on January 2, 
1 !U!). 1k)t li ,iix> lwr I L\L~ < I T  51cr~J I l ~ ~ r t  Cl~~~rcl~ Cemetary in Polonia. 





Joseph Koziczkowski 

Joseph Patrick Kosiczkowski was born on S t .  Patr ick 's  Day, March 1 7 ,  1863. 
He was the son of bIichael and Frances Koziczkowski, and the  th i rd  chi ld  t o  be 
born in  Portage County, Wisconsin on the old homestead near Polonia. 

H i s  ear ly l i f e  was taken up with farm chores and school work. As a young 
man he spent about two winters logging i n  the lumber woods. 

On January 1 2 ,  1891, Joseph married Frances Dzonowski, the daughter of Nick 
and Josephine (Lipski) Dzonowski. Nine children were born t o  the couple. 

Joseph accumulated, a t  one time, 520 acres i n * t h e  Town of Sharon and i n  
Marathon County. He resided u n t i l  h i s  death on Section 11 of Sharon, on the 
or iginal  family homestead. He was a l so  one of the  leading breeders i n  t h i s  country 
of pure blooded Ayrshire c a t t l e .  

Joseph was always ac t ive ly  involved i n  community service and was a menber of 
the school board, served as  a township supervisor and was president of the Portage 
County Polish Fire  Insurance Association. A member of the  Catholic Church, he 
was act ively involved i n  service t o  the church community. 

Joseph died August 26, 1933 a t  the age of 70. Frances was 83 when she died 
Dec 

Joseph and Frances 

I 

Dominic Kozkowski 

Dominic "Dan" Kozkowski, the son of Teofil  and Mary (Ostrowski) Koziczkowski, 
was born on August 1 2 ,  1887 on h i s  f a t h e r ' s  farm about 3 miles eas t  of Polonia i n  
the Town of Sharon, Portage County, Wisconsin. He was one of s i x  children out 
of twelve t o  survive childhood. 

He probably attended Sacred Heart Parochial School, although the amount of 
his  formal education is not known. I t  was a common ~ r a c t i c e  f o r  children of 
farmers t o  be kept home from school when they were A d  enough t o  be of assistance 
in  the f i e l d  and few children a t  t ha t  time went beyond the 7th o r  8 th  grade. 

On .January 24 ,  1910, a t  the age of 22 years,  he was married t o  Martha Burant 
a t  Sacred Heart Church i n  Polonia. The couple then took up residence on a farm, 
conveyed t o  them by h i s  f a the r ,  i n  the Tomorrow River d i s t r i c t  of the Town of 
Sharon. 



By the end of 1912, Dominic and Martha had moved t o  Steven's Point and it 
was here t ha t  t h e i r  f i r s t  ch i ld ,  Genevieve, was born on January 6 ,  1913. Dominic 
owned and operated a saloon i n  Steven's Point u n t i l  about 1915, when the  family 
took up residence on a farm near Foley, Minnesota, wherethe couple's second ch i ld ,  
?amona, was born. Having l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  farming, Dominic moved with h i s  family 
co S t .  Paul, Minneosta and s e t t l e d  i n  the  predominantly Austro-Ikmgarian neighborhoc 
of Frogtown. Seven more children were born t o  them: Max, Lorraine, Alfred, 
Robert, Joan and Thomas. One daughter was s t i l l b o r n .  

The family f i r s t  attended St .  Colurnba Catholic Church u n t i l  the  purchase of 
t h e i r  home a t  730 W. Mimehaha i n  about 1920. They then t ransferred t h e i r  mernber- 
ship t o  St .  Agnes. 

Dominic obtained work a t  the  nearby ra i l road  yards and was employed a s  a 
Boiler-maker in the roundhouse u n t i l  h i s  retirement. He was a member of  the  Polish 
White Eagles, a f ra te rna l  insurance company. He enjoyed f ishing a t  a favor i te  
Wisconsin lake,  but generally was not an outdoorsman. Dominic could read and speak 
both English and Polish, but did  not attempt t o  pass on the Polish language t o  
h i s  children. 

Dominic occasionally loaded h i s  family in to  h i s  Model A Ford t o  make the 
t r i p  back t o  Polonia. No small event, the  t r i p  was planned days i n  advance and 
the automobile thoroughly inspected. Every t r i p  was an adventure t o  the  c i t y  
children,  who s t i l l  r e t a in  many memories of  t he  times they v i s i t e d  the  farms. 
I t  was not uncommon, during the  prohibi t ion period, t o  catch s igh t  of a forbidden 
s t i l l  tucked away i n  the thick underbrush of  the  pinery. These childhood v i s i t s  
t o  Polonia, were f o r  most of Dominic's children,  the  l a s t  remnants of famil ia l  
t i e s  with t h e i r  Polish cousins - and the  l a s t  t a s t e  of t h e i r  Polish heritage! 

Martha died on April 17, 1953. Dominic died 10 years l a t e r ,  on June 17, 1963. 
Both were buried at Calvary Cemetery in S t .  Paul. After Dominic's death, the  
family home was purchased by h i s  o ldes t  son Max, who a f t e r  extensive renovating 
and r h h i s  family 

Martha and Dominic c.1910 
Dan "Kozy" c. 1950 

1. Martha was born on April 30, 1893, :he s ix th  h i l d  of Adam Burant (b.23 March 1851 5 in Kornen, Koscierzyna County, Prussia t o  Josef and Paulina Konkolewska Burant; 
d.24 July 1942 i n  Porta e County, Wisconsin) an Magdalena Bender (b.1866 i n  the  3 Town of Sharon t o  Frank Bender and Maria Zynda'; d. 24 January 1895 following 
complications of miscarriage). Adam and Magdalena were married on January 29, 
1883 a t  Sacred Heart in Polonia. Adam l a t e r  married Anna Gryda and went on t o  have 
14 more children. He farmed 160 acres on sect ions  2 and 3 i n  the  Town of Sharon 
(acc. t o  1895 p l a t  map). 
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2. Josef Burant was born on March 19, 1825 i n  Kornen, Koscierzyna County, ~ r u s s i a + .  
He imnigrated about 1875, with h i s  wife Paulina Konkolewska and 5 children: Adam, 
Adam's twin brother Alexander, Frank, Anastasia, and J u l i a .  Paulina was born in 
1830 i n  Szynajda, Koscierzyna County, Prussia. She died March 23, 1899 i n  the  
Town of Sharon. Josef and Paulina s e t t l e d  on 160 acres of sections 2 and 3 of  
Sharon and farmed there  u n t i l  1893. Josef died on March 30, 1909. 

3. Frank Bender (Binder) was born i n  Plarch 1831 i n  Coblancia, (now Koblenz) 
Germany, t he  son of Nicholas Binder and Theodosia Jus t .  He married Maria Zynda 
about 1859 i n  Polonia and had a la rge  family, possibly a s  many as  1 3  children. 
After Maria's death, Frank married Julianna (Napietek) Mullien. Frank immigrated 
with h i s  fa ther ,  Nicholas and a brother Balthasar i n  1852. Frank farmed 40 acres 
on section 19 i n  the  Town of Sharon (acc. t o  1895 p l a t  map). 

4. v i a  Zynda was born February 3, 1842 i n  Skilszowa, Berent County, Prussia t o  
John and Clara Z y n d a .  She died February 25, 1886. 

5. Jan "John" Zynda was born i n  1813 i n  Skilszowa, Berent County, Prussia. He 
died August 28, 1895 i n  the  Town of Sharon. H i s  w i f e  Clara died on December 10, 
1899 a t  the  age of  88. Known children were: Maria, John, Joseph, Elizabeth, 
\:ulia, and Clara. John was one of the  f i r s t  Polish s e t t l e r s  i n  Portage County, 
arr iving in 1858, one year behind Koziczkowski. He s e t t l e d  ju s t  north of Oesterle 
Lake and farmed about 125 acres on sect ion 3 i n  the  Town of Sharon (acc. t o  1895 
p l a t  map). 

+ now Korne, Berent County, Poland 

Charles Koziczkowski 

Charles Koziczkowski was born on September 3, 1894, the  youngest ch i ld  of 
Teofil "Charles" and blary (Ostrowski) Koziczkowski. H i s  childhood was spent on 
the family farm on pa r t  of sections 11 and 12 i n  the  Town of Sharon, Portage 
County, Wisconsin. In 1910, honoring h i s  f a the r ' s  wishes, Charles entered the 
seminary t o  begin s tudies  fo r  the  priesthood. He l e f t  two years l a t e r  following 
h i s  fa ther ' s  death. 

He married Laura Frasch on September 10, 1918 a t  the  age of 24. Two sons 
were born t o  the couple: Eugene and Clifford.  

Charles had a number of jobs i n  h i s  l i fe t ime.  While making cannon she l l s ,  
he caught h i s  l e f t  hand in the press and suffered the loss  of 4 f ingers.  Because 
of t ha t  handicap employment in some areas  was d i f f i c u l t .  Through tremendous 
confidence in  himself , he overcame the r e s t r i c t i ons  of h i s  handicap, and learned 

" 
t o  do almost anything any other  able  bodied man could do. 

He worked a s  a delivery man for  Standard O i l ,  and then fo r  a Wausau Brewery. 
For a time he was employed as fireman and custodian i n  an indus t r ia l  p lant .  IIe 
was a crane operator in Milwaukee and a laborer i n  a sash and door plant .  

Charles had a quick mind and a good memory, both of which were put t o  good 
use in the card games he loved t o  play. fle was a ta lented woodcrafter, and enjoyed 
notonly building tab les ,  as  well as  kitchen cabinets; but a lso tackled large 
repair  and remodeling jobs with ease. 



Charles was always very act ive i n  the Church and served as  t rus tee  for  many 
years. He was cal led on t o  organize many fund rais ing events and in  t h i s  capacity 
spent many hours of work. 

kn avid gardener, Charles saw the beauty i n  nature and often would gather 
wild flower plants i n  the woods, fo r  h i s  home garden. Many lazy summer days were 
spent i n  search of wild berr ies  t o  pick and ea t .  Many Saturdays were spent,  on 
the water, i n  pursuit  of a favori te  pastime - fishing! 

Charles died on June 22,  1957 a t  the age of 63. 

Bernard Kozicz kowskt (#z8) 

Bernard Alois Koziczkowski was born t o  Martin and Anna (Berna) Koziczkowski 
on December 3 ,  1894 i n  the Ta~m of Stockton, Portage County, Wisconsin. 

He attended St .  Mary's School i n  Francher, Wisconsin. As a young man he 
enjoyed playing on a baseball team. He never l o s t  h i s  enthusium f o r  the  sport ,  
and i n  l a t e r  years 

Bernard and Veronica 

On May 29, 1917, a t  the age of 23, he was married t o  Veronica J u l i a  Domaszek 
a t  the Sacred Heart Church i n  Polonia, Wisconisn. The couple farmed i n  the Town 
of New Hope, where they raised eight children: Susan, Henry, hil, Irene, Stanley, 
Bronislaus "Joet1, Chester, and MaryAnn. Part of h i s  farm a c t i v i t i e s  included 
de-homing c a t t l e ,  which he did fo r  h i s  neighbor? c a t t l e  a s  well a s  h i s  own. 
He also enjoyed working on the maintainance of h i s  automobiles. The family was 
a member of St.  Peter 's  Catholic Church i n  Steven's Point, Iiisconsin. 

Bernard also worked as  a carpenter i n  Steven's Point. He was talented i n  
t h i s  area and enjoyed craft ing,  among other things, row boats, cabinets and 
rocking chairs.  A t  one time Bernard also worked fo r  the Boulevard Moving and 
Storage Company i n  Milwaukee, Wisconisn. 

Bernard died November 7 ,  1969 a t  the age of 75 years. He is buried i n  the 
Sacred Heart Cemetary a t  Polonia, Wisconsin. 
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David Kozicz kowski (#31) 

Life for David, the son of Martin and Anna (Berna) Koziczkowski, began on a 
farm in the Town of St'ockton, Portage County, where he put in his appearance on 
November 12, 1906. He was the eighth member of the family of ninewho survived 
to adulthood. Several siblings died shortly after birth. 

At the age of two years he moved with his parents to a farm in the Town of 
New Hope, where he spent his childhood years attending the neighborhood school 
and Sacred Heart Parochial School at Polonia, of which he had the privilege of 
being the first graduate in 1920. 

fter completing high school at Stevens Point, he was employed at a bank 
ight years, when his work was ended by the Depression. He went to St. Louis 
hicago to acquire training in the field of anesthesia in which he spent thirty 
s; ten at St. Joseph's Hospital at Milwaukee and twenty at St. Michael's 
ital at Stevens Point, from which he retired in 1968. 
While living in St. Louis for several years among non-Poles, he was repeatedly 

embarrassed by the spelling of his family name, so he decided to simplify it for 
the benefit of those who were not familiar with the idiosyncrasies of the Polish 
language by eliminating the confusing "cz" combination. bbst of the other members 
of his family living in largely Polish Portage County have retained the original 
spelling. 

During his more active years, David was interested in fishing, stamp and coin 
collecting and the sciences generally; his favorites being chemistry, astromony, 
and photography. He like to dabble in music and joined the choir at St. Peter's 
Church in Stevens Point at the age of twenty-two and was still active in it on 
his, setfen-ty-fourth birthday anniversary. He was keenly interested in current 

_ . plitical e v m s  and the economical ups and downs during his adult life. Noted 
i3ij the historian, David sepnt considerable time and effort on researching 
tk 5 ' p _ J ~ e e  and compiling a list of over' twenty-one hundred names of relatives. f3i ~t;o.@r ' 1 ,  ,1940 he married Zita Jacoboski and to the couple was born a 
daughte?, M i a a ,  on January 12, 1944. The family liked to travel about the 
cowtry tegi thg-popular points of interest a d  in their wanderings they visited 
f ~ ~ - E i x ~ . - " Z ~ - t : ~ f ? s ,  Canada and Mexico. They now live in retirement in Stevens Point 

Koziczkowski 

Daniel Koziczkowski was born on April 22, 1902 to Joseph and Frances (Dzonowski 
oziczkowski. He lived his early life on the old family homestead on section 11 
n the Town of Sharon. 

As a young man of 24, he was married to Helen Palbrach on November 22, 1926. 
Dan and I-klen had six children: Stanley, Marion, Phyliss, Richard, Ralph, and 
Clifford. 

A home builder, Dan developed a subdivision in Steven's Point, Wisconsin, 
called Rivemoods Subdivision. The area borders a small lake and is adjacent to 
the new Flichael Kozic zkowski Park. 

Dan particularil!. enjoys fishing, both in summer and winter nad has traveled 
to many of the most popular fishing lakes in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

Dan lives in Steven's Point with his daughter and son-in-law, Phyliss and 
Chet Felchows ki . 

< 



By MALCOLM ROSHOLT * 
This is an mterview made w~th Mrs. Fm+ 

Liebe, formerly Martha Ceclia Koziczlravslrl. 
at her home on the west side of Rosholt 
Village on April 24, 1956. Owing to the press of 
other writing. publication of Ulis interview 
h been delayed. 
%n. Liebe's place in our history lies in the 

fact that she was the youngest daughter of 
Michael Koziczkowski, first Polish settler to 
Portage County in 1851. She was born on July 
n, 1865 in the Town of Sharon, lam than two 
miles east d Pdmia. 

I had known d the heebea all my life. lhey 
lived on a farm on the east shore of Fish M e ,  
today Collins h k e .  4 I r d  that a 
daughter was a elasamate in school olle F r .  

l h a c r a s n o w a y o f ~ . h u d t o ~ i f I  
could come and sce k becaw she had m 
tdepbme, but when I knocked and entered. 
she did not c ~ e m  a t  all s ~ l p d ~ d .  1 
my tapaecada, one of the a r l y  m d e k  a 
big unhandy affair, and set it up on the kit- 
chen iabk while she cootinucd to sit by a 
window where dn waa bitting. 

Shedidnotseemtobeawuedtbcouehirre 
mdmademefforttofhdartrhy 1 h . d  

it along. Instead, sbe was momiog 
about what a sad dry it h d  been for her 
becaw ba 6Dyearold s a ~  h.d taken the 
family eow away that moraiqB 4 d d  it. 

HaewasawmmmrhohdhMdIedoxm 
and milked cowa st- she was d d  mo@ to 
carryamilLpaiI.Hcrb.cWaamrhoUved 
nat &or h8d taken tht eor away after 
eonvincinghiamotberthntaronuod91 
yeus old could kry her milk, and be, ob- 
vkusly.wutiRdof&ingcboraforolleeor 
eventJmqhbedidnotdqthemllliag. 
ho~aftefIiatavmdYlrr.UekI 

h u r d d n ~ a a ~ M d I r m t t o a e e b a . I t  
w u  Praad Qnrhnaa. 9w ru .Imc M d  
rhcnILaaLcdonthebfLdDorbmdscp 
v a i n ~ a d t o m e . " e o m e i n ! "  

TbcbomewaseddMdthtmlybatumc 
fromakitchen.tonwhichmaotkPda(l 
o a y r d l . A a m l U b a h o m j I m t d f t h t k i t -  
cbcn rhac abe lay .bed w u  r t u l l y  W y .  
Bui tbia is the wav rbc w m t d  It. S o a d h  

those. cte. 
Tbc "th" #ad is d i f f i t  for mat nor- 

tbwo Euopmr, rbctha Gumum, Sua- 
d h v l n s a R d i r b ,  but it h.Lo hw, I 
b e I i c v c , t h B t m a u a p l e t o t h e ~  
hrd8lmdybcsnatBbiiebdinthimanmlry 
b y t h t I r i S h . a d W d r b i m m i g . n t r , m l t o  
mtntbntheVirhomovuirrrtiat0 
U l i a o ' i M d ~ W i i n U K & y  
pried. 'I?m V i  were guite prooouneed 
in Unir luc of "dcm" '"." 

1 h . v e t r i e d b ~ t b e m . n n a d  
elrparioD u f u  a s  ekrity .Uorn, dthg 
dyslii,togivethtrdmmrdreeoad- 
gcslaalb!~ ape41 .moly IWda-Ama*.lr. 

l caeuder th imidav iewmedtk   a ad of^^-^^‘&^ g 
not go back 8nd talk to Mrs. Liebe again 
M a r e  sbe became ill. 

Martha Leibe 

Mabe. 
Q.'IRoWm? 
A. I dal't bar. I thB It ru F.thr 

V . a b a t e r t i . B e a ~ w . l * m m r o l l c c  
L a m m ( B . G s m a p k r ( . U y o u r r b y  
E l l t , k o L a t i t d ' I d a d d . r o o d ~ u d  
w a d  ehurcb. Ib.1 wm fm cbveh h E l l .  
Thcn after tbat Father Drmbrorrti come. I 
w a s n u l l  whmbecomeand I goi it firat 
communion by him. And get murid from 
him. and 1 got prrsmt fmm him. wcddia(r 
p-t. Yea! What k give me two QUur in 
abdtand  latillgotit. (1faikdtoaakherrh.t 
kind of a "bolt" she waa referring to here). 
Q. ,How old wco you when you were 

marned? 
A. I was 15 in July, and in February I get 

married. so much was 1 in 16th yew. 
Q. How many children did you have? 
A. Thirteen. 
Q. Who was your hrebpnd? 
A. Frank Liebe. His father name Jaqh. 

CJ w J y o u r c m a n b s r ( l Q ~ ~ ~  
fatheflrattune* 

A I m s c t b u n k r U m a ~ h r r  
g a r y m ~ m v h r r A m d h r r  
e w r y y a r ~ t o m y f d k a  I w m b  
htUe yei He w u  10 y a n  dda 
Q S o h e u m c t o y o w f a ( b ' a ~ ~  

tbrab* 
A Y a h 4  ht it w m ' t  like rr. W a  

m far, .Id & m ' t  lk .rr Thy rr 
p i a l b a c M d t b s c h ~ h 8 ~ Y  
# o a b a t b e m a D d y a r r L . I . r c h  
m i b b e k e p o l w r o c f d y I Y ' 8 ~  
aa. Q S o t b m y a ~ p l l M b d ( . a # m m  

r r + b O c ~ I r * i r r ?  
A Yah-h 
Q . H a d i d w I r l - L L -  

CI/.cII--' 
A. Hrrg.rs. 
Q . D l d y a L r v e h u s m a - a m  

W a  hm? 
A . ~ . < I r ( m I r w r l m e C . ~  

~ . A d t u o ~ m 1 w a D ( . L r  
m , d r r L ( b w h Q I r r l D D y  
falha'a. 

Q  Y a I ~ ( L c . ?  
A. Sic. m. 
Q H . r . I d r r c y a ?  
A . I m ' t l 2 ~ y u w b m I . P r Y a D  

W a k w u L c r r d r r .  
Q . U r r ( I * u w d ( I * ?  
A . O L . t k 8 r r u m t b B a m . & m y ,  

kclzamrl----*r-wm 
w n t b r d y a e ( L . 1 r r ~ . ~ -  
-tl*).-mm(L.rrLL.r'.-'YI 
I r t d c L r r m Y r * Y I . I  
. I r r r w ( L r * w l a h r l r  

b p l a r f m m U C r r c L . F h l l l  
r l # I d w I r r t U  I , - 8  
m a w - * - r = -  
-'trrlc..L-**Yt*mD 
lutb?rnI.*Yba*crn 
rddW1tdCaggrI-a a L d l l r . r  -l-w-mG-,b 
I c t m c ~ U L h , r 7 I # r . m m r l l  
--hrrmkbc.(LrYIm 
w.ctrw-mrrYr(e. 

Q. W m h t r l l r C p r ?  
A . ~ ~ m m . b n i R U .  a . ~ ~ m @ t ~ ?  
A . t ~ ~ ~ i r l w ~  

b&.lr-==srbSc*e-o1.u- 
Lba.rl*aPawr-..m 
- r q d * c r m j m t r ' w t h e  
dmom,uarLaprYU3t.ru.~ 
~= .hmdhl i l , t lua - .y lheY I1  
t h c m W s h p u d ( L e 7 Y L ' t . r ~ U a  
c b u c h . U L c i t h . c ~ w t t i t w m .  
nNtrurod- .AdFk . rbu  
AUbuDdbg.SUar'bo8med.P M 
raQI. 

Q.Harddnr ryar rh (Lc lh IcLr rL  
M 

A. Ob. d..l U. 
Q . H . r d d & t h M ?  
A . S i d r r r d k w t b . r L n b m -  

f i r a . r ~ ~ n d t L . . ( h . Y  
t b r r r r f h r r ' . Y -  

Q . Y w r r r I . . r r i d L c l r f h t M b  
Pob& (hr? 

A . N 0 . 1 r r a u r r # 1 . m ' ~  
b&wcP.tbLlrrt.nLirr~.kL! 
~ t t h . c l b e Y ~ Y ~ ~ r l  
(Fmbdlly Lr*l -.I 

Q . ' R W r r t b m h . d k ?  
A . H c r r l l y m m I r r d ( Y r r Y  

~ ~ b r u . H c l R m t b d D U r d t . A m ~  
b t h a . r l l k ~ . I ' v e b r L I ' ~ ,  
b o r b c i . ~ h r c l l I 1 * H c r u r a m y  
t o r b r t m ~ b u * d . I n r d . . m  
And t ~ c r  -'t wllima.yac a i 
G M o r b U l l U Q ~ j m t . ~  
s m m b t l w ~ h d . A . d r d c r r e J . a b  
f m , M d t b y w u ~ b R o d . .  W 
u l c n r h c n ~ r ~ m r r ~ R o o l h . i l l & y ~  
UnmUlyUcthmrDadJlootoacbmerl 
t w r l h e m t o ~ . A a d l a d c ~ l r U h d ~  
way And h i h e r  Drmbrati ru nrJll 
awayfromRoolh. A a d h c . a U ( I r l r r  
ro-oclaKtohimthttbcyrouldgac( !b 

- 51- 
 h his interview was taken from Pioneers in the Pinery, by klcolm bsh 
Permission to renrint war Irinillv n;>mn LT I-.;- 



here was a hosptal and he )urn@ ur and 
told VKm to take h m  between the stck people. 
and they s ~ y s  no, we can't do ~t because ~f 
the\ would fmd ?ou here. u e  all k k~lled And 
he t q g d  (hem and the? luok hlrn and put 
h ~ m  hetween the s ~ r k  people and there the? 
turned h~rn  around two tlmes and was stah 
bed, but the? didn I found h m  and then he run 

Q Whae' 
A. On turn beum you a*lldn't get m 

s q w !  You couldn't get m aoep. U you get it 
WP. b.~.ofsoq, y w g i n ~ p r S a o t a . a d i t  
w J 8 n ' t b e t t a t b a , y a # m r k # ~ . I d d  
myaeUsorp .Andaf te r tbe f i ra lnyr~  
p p k r d o n ' t h r m r h a t i t r u . F i m r c r r r  
in Jot Bbbp's  atam in Pdmi.. So many 
y w ,  m s-u. W d l ,  I w u  m- aqar 
from m a p k  water But tkrt hka bb d 
w a t a .  Lo@ d eurying ud IOU bl boiling. 
Moutl2boikragivcl~boi lar inp.  

Q. W u  it b e c ~ u c  r y u  w.cao expauive? 
A. No. Tky w r a ' t  m . U q  m nyr. .od 

t b e t i n t r h . t c m ~ w u b r a m . A a d t b c a  
.Itatkrt~anarbltc.Ibcrirtacrht 
wuinStcvcarPobt , i twuje~t l iLcaUttb  
M. w, dd ZME d t b  
h a d . 1 r a a e m k r t b . t p l r c . a d i ~ b a  
tkrt nun. 

Q . W b o b d t b e f i N l d o n i n w a d . ?  
A. Joe BUlop. 
Q. w u  be Jn  Iri.bmJn? 
A. He w u  Gamm. Thea he b8d .. .a. 

I m y Y J n f J c + y M . a d - Y - e d l i l  
d h I m a e a n d m o r e . H e ~ ~ d  
shewuWish.WhslPdiJIpclopkcomig. 
ahewaat8lking.Latadtbancanefromdd 
-try was Cennm. Jut u well 8s Ga- 
many WJS that way d it ia mw. like it is 
here N o r  they don? w8nt tohnatrBodr. 
ruh-ting talkin# ht Pdirb. All in Eagbh. 
That's was in d' comtry. Thy din't w8nt no 
Polish wing, only Ccnnur. My fatha h o w  
five 1- 
Q. WhJl IJngUJges? 
A. Cam, in Pdirh, in Frraeh, in Lmtin 

and Swetkn 
Q How old was your bther w+m he dkd? 
A Sure. He was 70 yews. All m y  kothtrc. 

kept one, when they come to 70 yeus tbey 
Led Only om was a. And mother ru 10. m 
sisters was all 10 when they died. O d y  I am 
come to 88 and not die! 



The Rote Of The Church 

During the decline of the Polish State, the Roman Catholic Church was the 
only important element of cohesion and unity that remained as a base of identity 
for the bulk of the Polish people. This sense of identity was nurtured by the 
fact that most foreign invaders and rulers had been of different religions. 
Consequently, strong nationalistic Catholic feelings developed. The Church has 
always, remarkabley, cared for its' people by providing for their spiritual, 
educational and social needs. 

The Catholic Church near the early Polish settlements served as the nucleus 
of the Polish community. It was here that the first schools for the pioneer 
children were organized. Young people gathered to take part in Church holidays 
and festivities. Our ancestors contributed not only monetarily, but gave of their 
time and talents in many capacities. 

With their gradual Americanization, came changes in the old-world customs of 
our ancestors. However, customs associated with marriage are still retained to 
some extent: The bride must furnish an elaborate feast, which often lasts several 
days. She is compensated by the payment of a dollar by every man who dances with 
her. 

The history of the Sacred Heart Parish (1964) of Polonia, Wisconsin, offers 
an unusually keen insight into the early lives and times of our ancestors. 
Because it is an invaluable chapter of our family history it is reproduced in 
part here. 

The Sacred Heart Cemetary is the final resting place for many of the early 
pioneer settlers from the Polonia area; among them our ancestors listed below: 

Koziczkowski, Jan 1888-1927 
Koziczkowski, Father-Martin 1860-1949 

Mother-Anna 1871-1934 
Koziczkowska, Matka-Lucya 13 Grud 1851-15 Sierp 1936 
Koziczkowski, Nick - Wisc. PVT Inf. 3 Div. World War I Sept. 24, 1937 
Koziczkowski, Franciszek A - ur 29, List 1841 - W 9 ,  Lipca 1914 
Koziczkowski, Father-Bernard 1894-1969 
Koziczkowski, Teofil E. - ur 4, List 1847 - un 1, wrzes 1912 

Maryanna - um 2, marca 1922 w.wieku 67 lat. 
Koziczkowski, Brother - Frank - Jan 1, 1869 - Dec 9, 1899 
Koziczkowski, Ojciec - Michael 1811-1881 

Matka - Franciszka 1815-1904 
Syn - Michal K 1858-1880 

Kozyczkowski, Joanna July 12, 1879-Nov 1879 
Kozyczkowski, Victor died 5 Jan, 1891 age 15 days 
Kozyczkowski, John died 19 Feb 1894 (gravestone shows 1892) age 50 years 
Kozyczkowski, Francis died 27 July 1893 age 6 yrs 9 ms. 
Kozyczkowski, Francis died 9 Dec 1900 age 31 years 
Kozyczkowski, Victoria died 4 July 1922 age 71 years 
Zoromska, Josephina died 11 April 1925 age 85 years 
Strelewicz, Clementina died 9 Nov 1898 age 55 years 
Strelewicz, Anton died 1880 age 4 years child of Simon 

* Names taken from Tombstone Inscriptions and Sacred Heart burial records searched 
to the year 1926. 
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History of Sacred 

Today a twenty-four foot crucifix, rising above 
the crossroads which lead into the tiny hamlet of 
Pdonia in Portage County, Wisconsin, marks the 
site on which stands the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. The scene around this landmark is that 
nh'i a fertile and prosperous farming country pre- 
sents - comfortable homes, long stretches of pasture 
hnds and richly cultivated fields of grain. I t  shows 
a marvelous change from the day in 1864, when an 
hmigrant population had settled here. 

The f i  Poles who came to the northeastern part 
of Portage County, FVixonsin, were Michael von 
Kodukowski and family, consisting of his wife and 
nine chiidrrn; they were followed, a year later, by 
the three families of John Zynda, Adam Klesmit and 
Joseph Platta As to the dates of their arrivals, these 
facts arc sufficiently settled by the papers on file in 
the office of the clerk of the Circuit Court in Stevens 
Point, where the declaration of intention to become a 
a h  made by Kozidowski states that he arrived 
in 1857. The papers of the others named give the 
date of their coming as 1858, and confirming this 

are the baptismal records of the Zynda fam- 
ily with the same year thereupon, furnished by the 
priest tapon their departure for America. The follow- 
ing year saw the arrival in Portage County of Jacob 
WeLachOwski, Joseph Schulfer, Christian -Dzwankow- 
ski, Joseph Jatdewski. Peter Eonopacki came this 
year from Winona, Minnesota. 

The pioneer of the carly group of immigrants, 
Koziutowski, had been the owner of a small farm 
in tbe region of l)antzic, West l'russia. He rcalized 
that tht future for his nine children was dark, having 
read of America, sold his farm and started for the 
New World without knowing his destination. Arrived 
in Chicago, be heard of cheap lands to be had on the 
upper Wisconsin River. Jn Milwaukee he learned 
more, for there was at that time a movement among 
the Germans to take up lands in hlarathon County. 
P r o d i n g  in this direction, Koziczkowski arrived in 
Stevens Point in Scytember, 1857, with fifty dollars 
in money. He left his family in Stevens Point while 
h went to Wausau lo look at land which proved un- 
satisfactory because too heavily wooded. Returning, 
he spent the winter of (1857-1858) in Stevens IJoint, 
and in the following summer worked lor far~ncrs a 
few miles east of the city. In the meantime he had 
written to friends at home, and the three families of 
Zynda, Klesmit and Platta had found their way to 
Portage Count and were employed in the same 
neighborhood. i.ater they bought land from the Fox 
River Company, and settled here.- 'l'hc land pur- 
chased was dotted with hundreds of tree stumps, huge 
boulders and rocks of every size. It was only after 

1 many months of patient and backbreaking lal~or that 

Heart Congregation 
clearings, upon which crops could be planted, were 
made by the settlers.% 

Early Hardships 

These first Polish settlers endured great hardships. 
There was little demand for labor on the farms, the 
men were paid fifty cents a day for cradling grain, 
and twenty-five cents a day for digging potatoes, or 
they were paid at  the rate of one bushel of potatoes 
a day. The wife of one of these comers worked for a 
loaf of bread a day, and a sixteen year old girl hired 
out for fifteen dollars and board for a year. Under 
these circumstances only the bare necessities of life 
could be secured. Often their bread contained more 
of middhgs than of flour, and was more often made 
of rye than of wheat. Generally their meal conslsreu 
of a soup of milk and potatoes. 

Most of these early P o l i  settlers had been farm- 
ers or laborers in the mother country. In numerous 
instances the men were foremen on estates; they had 
had comfortable incomes and their labor had not been 
as hard as the tilling of their lands in this country 
proved. But they were ambitious and looked forward 
to better things. Among the early immigrants were 
numerous artisans, but practically no tradesmen or 
professional men. 

The only other reason besides their desire for eco- 
nomic betterment, was the desire to escape army ser- 
vice. Some of them had seen army service in the 
Austro-Prussian war and others expected a draft for 
the Franco-Prussian war. The majority of them came 
here directly from the old country; many came in 
sailing vessel% by way of Quebec, the voyage taking 
three months or more. 

These hardy, rugged, determined people came 
with the purpose to force this timbered land to yield 
and at once set out to clear and break this rich soil of 
decayed vegetation to develop farms. 

While the wages of the farm hands were very low 
during the decades of 1860-1870, better wages were 
paid in the woods, on the river, and in the saw mills. 
During the winter months the farmers entered the 
logging camps to secure financial needs. Many of 
them earned enough in a year to buy one or more 
forties of land. 

These three sawmills provided winter employment 
for the Polish farmers, Boyington's Sawmill between 
Polonia and Rosholt, Klondike Sawmill at Holt, Wis- 
consin, and the Shantytown Sawmill north of Polonia 
at  Shantytown. 

1 The Catholtc Clturrk in- Whwottsia; A History of the 
Catholic Cirurch in Wixconsin from llic Earliest T ine  to  
the Preecnt Day, Milwaukee, 1898, 714. 



Harvest Time and Hop Picking 

Perhaps the most interesting episode in the agri- 
cultural history is the period of the "Hop" craze 
which swept over our township between the years of 
1880-1900. The hop vine originally had been brought 
to Wisconsin by pioneers from the great hop districts 
of New York. In the spring, roots were planted 8 
feet apart in hills and 8 feet apart in rows. The first 
variety planted was a cream colored vine called the 
"Cluster" type, a few years later the Red vine was 
imported which proved to be more productive. 

Harvest time in the hop district was a season of 
unusual and picturesque life. From far and near 
country girls and women of every class and condition, 
in response to the call for pickers, streamed into hop 
gardens. The picking season was a time of feasting 
and merrymaking. Each night when darkness put an 
end to labor, the well-used fiddle was fetched from 
its case, and to its merry strains, under the mellow 
autumn moon the unwearied tripped the jovial steps 
of the hop dance. 

Rev. John Pol& 
Was it chance, or was it that their fates drove 

them here? The Providence of God led them with the 
help of a priest, the natural leader of the people by 
God's will. This priest was Rev. John Polak. He was 
placed by Providence as a signpost for the Polish pio- 
neers of Wisconsin. Father John Polak, an emigrant 
priest of Polish nationality, was at that time rector of 
the combined Irish, French, and German parish at  
Stevens Point. 

Soon after the arrival of the Polish group, families 
of German nationality came, and together they estab- 
lished a settlement at a place known as "Poland Cor- 
ner" in the town of Sharon. Here they built a small 
church which they dedicated to Saint Martin. For the 
next eight years, 1857-1865, Father Polak paid occa- 
sional visits to these people and ministered to their 
spiritual needs. Throughout these years, the parish 
was never thoroughly unified and harmonious. Dif- 
ferences in language and custom made it soon appar- 
ent that separate foundations would effect a happier 
situation? 

The population of "Poland Corrier" grew rapidly. 
The presence of a German Catholic bishopa in Wis- 
consin gave the territory wide publicity in the Cath- 
olic states of Germany and Austria and attracted 
thousands? 

N e w  Parish Founded 
In 1864 the Polish Catholics, having increased 

to forty-four families, petitioned Rt. Rev. John Henni, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Milwaukee, for official ap- 
proval to found a new parish. The following year 
Father Bonaventure Buczynski was sent to organize 
the coilgregation and begin the erection of a church. 
Within a year a new church under the patronage of 
Saint Joseph was completed on a site not far from 
Saint Martin Church. This move tended to widen the 

Factions 

Quite unfortunately, at this time, an unruly group 
of agitators infiltrated the German-Polish community 
and was ir~strumental in arousing feuds and trouble 
between rival groups. 

The crux of the matter revolved around three sa- 
loons that had sprung up in the immediate vicinity of 
the newly built church.% The unchecked and unlimit- 
ed sale of liquors led to brawls, assaults and petty 
riots. Church services were frequently interrupted? 
The pastor used every means at his disposal to check 
the evil, but after two and a half years of u n s d u l  
effort he resigned his pastorate and returned to Mil- 
waukee. His successor, Father Francis \VengliiOISLi, 
also labored arduously to subdue the chaos, but it was 
in vain. These three subsequent pastorates also adsd 
in failure: Rev. S. Szczepankiewiu, Rev. Juddeuk, 
and Rev. j. J. 7awistowski. As a result of this, tbe 
parish was piaced under an interdict from 1868 to 
1870.' 
Rff. Jowph D'nm- 

Into this firctious community, seething with anti- 
clericalism and unrest, Bishop Mekhcr sent tbe arr- 
ly-ordained Fatber Joseph Dornbrowski in Dcmakr, 
1870. This priest was destined to play an impat.nt 
role in the foundation of the Conpegatioa of th Sib- 
ters of Saint Felix in America. 

Father Joseph .?ombrowski, soMSa, pimsa, ah+ 
cator, was born in Lublin, Poland, in 1842 of an ilh& 
trious Catholic family. All accounts agree that yaung 
Dombrowski was a singularly gifted and pious child 
accustomed to the adulation genadly ,rbormcd by 
wealthy families upon their first born. Until his 
twelfth year, Joseph was educated at borne unda the 
tutorship of a local teacher and of hb fatha, d o  was 
the embodiment of the culture and trrrdiths of tbe 
old Polish aristocracy? 

The father's association with dbgnmtkd ndde- 
men, smarting unda Russian domination, filkd his 
young mind with t&e determination to chmph the 

2 

2 Ibid., 715. 
-- - 

3 Rt. RCT. John U. Henni was appointed the first bishop 
of the Diocese of Milwaukee in 1844 a d  rrnuivd at  
the post until his conseeration aa Awhbirhop in 1855 at  
which time %lilwrukee became an archiepiatopal &c. Itt. 
Rev. Joseph JIrlcber succeeded him a s  Bishop of Nil- 
waukee. 

4 According to Lihrughneq, the foreign &tholie i d -  
gratiun reacl~cd i41,000 in the 1860-50 dccrde, a d  duc 
facilities for reaching the Sorthrcrt bl railroad h d  
then vastly increased, "emigration porucd ido the 
West as a uiightp stream." - Gerald ShaogBacop, HU 
thr I~trstigra~tt Kept the Faith, Sew Tork, 195, 153. 

3 Green Bay Dioeemn Archives, MSS. Hirloria Cobrhr 
Poloniae i n  Polonin, n.d. (unpaged). 

6 Detnils of ronditiona in the torn rere given bl Job. 
Bignlkr in a personal interview. Mr. Bigah,  age 89 
(1934), still in full possession of his faeultiea, rpent hir 
entire life in the parish and is  perhapa one of the best 
infornicd rcsidrats in early Polonia Iustorr. 

7 MSS. Hisforin Coloriae Poloniae 
8 Aleksandcr Syski, Ks. Jooef Doinbrow*I-i; Yonogmfia 

H i s t o r y c ~ ~ ,  Orchard Lake. 1942, 23. breach between the two national groups. 
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cause of Poland. The events of his normal boyhood 
can be passed over with a single remark - he was 
moved by two convictions: his interest in things me- 
chanical and scientific, and a longing for a military 
career? 

At twelve, Joseph was sent by his widowed mother 
to a finishing school in Lublin and later to the Uni- 
versity of Warsaw. When the Polish insurrection of 
1863 broke out, Dombrowski joined a regiment com- 
prised of faculty members and students from the Uni- 
versity of Warsaw and fought bravely under General 
Stanislaus hfieroslawski. The General recognized in 
the young student marked qualities of leadership and 
placed h i  in command of a company of men. After 
a short time Mieroslawski, realizing that continued 
resistance would be suicidal, disbanded his regiment. 
D o m b m k i ,  one of the hunted leaders of the stormy 
uprising, fled to Germany after a number of hair- 
breadth escapsl0 

After journeying from place to place, the young 
exile spent some time in Frankfort and Saxony, and 
later proceeded to Switzerland.ll Dombrowski's bent 
d mind toward .the sciences finally led him to the 
University of L&rne where he completed hi studies 
in tahnobgy, physics and mat he ma tic^.'^ Hi natural 
talents and industry enabled h i  to acquire at  this 
tiw a liberal education and a fund of useful knowl- 
edge d k h  proved valuable to him in his future 
carer. 

The bardship of his self-imposed exile wrought 
a chop in the interests and attitudes of Dombrowski, 
and it b a t  this time that he began to experience a 
skere bin to dedicate his life to the Church. In 
1867 he set out for Rome where he began his training 
for the priesthood in the newlycstablished Resurrec- 
ti& Seminary, the Collegium Pdonicum. Here the 
clerk's earnestness, his scholarship and genuine piety 
rroa the approval of his instructors. In 1869, after an 
u r p ~ t  appd by Pope Pius IX to the Pdish clergy 
for spiritual aid to the Polish people in fhkica, he 
vduatcaed his xrvices and sailed for the American 
dmru  late in 1869.U 

F a  the twenty-nine year d d  priest it was a glor- 
ious opportunity to do the work of a missionary among 
hi own compatriots and he embraced the prospect 
with ardor. Upon hi arrival in the United States, 
Father Dombromki presented his credentials to Bish- 
op Mtkber of Green Bay, Wisconsin and placed him- 
sdf a t  bb d i i .  After a year's residence at Saint 
Francb S e m i  near Milwaukee, he was appointed 
p t o r  of h i i t  Joseph Church in Sharon, December, 
1871." 

If Christian fortitude was the virtue par excellence 
to be inculcated. Father Dombrowski found ample 
opportunity to cultivate it in his new environment. 
Brought face to face with the crushing hostility of the 

I 

makantcntr of "Poland Corner," the young priest was 1 detmnined to lean heavily upon God's supporting 
gta to conquer the problems which vanquished his 

Radiating the spirit of faith and zeal, combative 
and militant by nature, he was well suited to defend 
Christian morality in a neglected communiiy of immi- 
grants whose moral sense had become hopelessly dull- 
ed. Father Dombrowski's sharp intellect appraised 
the situation at the very outset. The sa l~onsl~ within 
a few hundred feet of the church building were cen- 
ters of vice and corruption and served as a rendezvous 
for demagogues. Sunday churchgoers, who had come 
long distances of ten to twenty miles, were lured into 
the establishment by .various devices so that there 
was scarcely a male worshipper in the church during 
the h la~s . '~  

The distressed priest made persistent efforts to 
check the evil and persuaded sympathetic parishioners 
to join him in the moral crusade. But the owners of 
the tavena, who depended on the churchgoers as their 
main source of income, mobilized their adherents and 
conducted a constant agitation to resist the priest's 
reform activities. Gambling, brawls and petty riots 
continued. Church services were irreverently inter- 
rupted. After every. approach to the problem had fail- 
ed, Father Dornbrowski resorted to 'a drastic scheme 
- to place his devoted flock beyond the reach of the 
degrading influence of the taverns. 

He secured the sanction of his plans from Bishop 
hlelcher, assembled his parishioners after Sunday's 
Mass, and proposed the drastic move - to transfer 
the church building to a more suitable location. En- 
thusiastic approval of the plan was unanimous. Nu- 
merous volunteers pledged their services, and the work 
of dismantling the church began in the early hours 
of the following day." 

9 Ibid., 29-36. 
10 A personal account of Joseph Dombrowski'r participa- 

tion in the insurrection of 1863 and his harrowing ex- 
periences connected with his escape Into ~ermanf  was 
given to  a newspaper reported by the priest himself, the 
year of his death in 1903. The complete story was pub- 
lished in Detroit Journal, January 6, 1903, 5. 

11 Chronology of Father Dombrowski's life dur!ng .this 
period i s  inaccnrate and a number of discrepanelea occur 
In biographical material. According to Syski, the dearth 
of source material rendemit impossible to state anything 
with certainty regarding his life abroad. Community 
chronicles containing data pertinent to his life during 
this period confirm the facts stated in this study. - 
Community Archives, Livonia, Michigan, hlSS. Zapiski 
Siortry Urmtli, r.d. 

12 Francis Bolek. Who'a Who in Polish America. Orenville. 
1940, 38. 

13 Syski, Ks .  Jozcf Vombrovski, 56-7. 
14 b1S8. Historia Coloniae Polonine. 
15 These were years of strong temperance sentiments. Law8 

making vendors of liquors responsible for intoxicated 
persons, Wisconsin Bond Law of 1850, the Graham Law 
of 1875 and numerous lodges of Sons of Temperance 
were evidence of Wisconsin's struggle for sobriety. 
"All over southern Wisconsin there were total abstinence 
sueietles, miweionaries who were starting churches were 
frequently zealous temperance crusaders." - Milo 3f. 
Quaife, Winconsin, Its IIistory and I ts  Peoplc, 163t- 
1924, Chicago, 1925, 596-601. 

10 Strkment of John Bigalka; personal interriew. 
17 The Catholic Church in IFisconsin, 714. 



New Site 

Farmers from all parts of Portage County rode 
into the parish square equipped with axes, picks, ham- 
mers, team horses, wagons and carts. Plank after 
plank, as well as complete sections of the building, 
were carefully loosened and hoisted downward. hius- 
cular arms stacked the materials on readied wagons 
and the cavalcade rolled away to a hill-top two miles 
east of the old site. After one week of exhausting la- 
bor, no trace of Saint Joseph Church remained in 
"Polancl Cor~wr."~~ 

The land to which the church was transplanted 
had bee11 sold by Hannah McCreer,'" wealthy farm- 
er of Portage County, for a sum of $50. 

Immigrants, whose experiences in the wilderness 
of Wisconsin would overshadow the imagination of 
famous authors, did not shrink from the task of re- 
building their shattered temple. With the spirit with 
which the great cathedrals of medieval Europe were 
built, they set to work reconstructing the church. 
Within a few weeks the building, resembling the origi- 
nal in every detail, was completed. In the spring, a 
small rectory was constructed alongside the 
On September 12; 1872, the church was solemnly 
blessed by Bishop Melcher and placed under the pa- 
tronage of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.21 The site on which the church had beexi re- 
assembled was named by Father D o m b r d i ,  
"P010nia."~~ 

Anticlerical Pa+acution 

The joy of having escaped the persecution of the 
malcontents in "Poland Corner" was short-lived. Not 
long after the removal of the church, the liquor busi- 
ness succumbed to the young priest's strategy. The 
Sunday patronage dropped off sharply, regular cus- 
tomers gradually dwindled away and public sympaiay, 
awakened by the heroic efforts of the long-suffering 
pastor, began to manifest itself. Enraged'at this un- 
expected turn of events, the ownen of the taverns 
filed a lawsuit against Father Dombrowski, charging 
him with conspiracy to ruin their establikhments, and 
qainst Bishop Melcher for sanctioning the move. The 
prosecutors, after having lost in the local court, a p  
pealed the case to the supreme court in Madiin where 
the decision of the local court was upheld. 

For a number of years the hostility of this evrl 
element continued and was a source of suffering and 
hardship to the pastor and his faithful patishionem. 
The old anti-Catholic sentiments of the.1840's which 
bad given birth to Know-Nothingism and all its vio- 
lent outbursts, were not dead but showed up again 
and again. The spirit had found an echo here in the 
deeds of the alien community.ls 

Father Dombrowski believed that it was not vi- 
ciousness and malice so much as ignorance that ac- 
counted for the discord and dissension of the alien 
society. Its ideals had become perverted because it 
had lost the guiding star of truth. For the young 
pastor, it was a heart-breaking experience to see false- 

hood and vituperation used so effectivdy as to make 
weak Catholics ashamed of their faith, caw them to 
abandon its sacraments and cast aside respect for its 
ministry. - 

Keen, zealous, intelligent, he penetrated the aet- 
work of the circumstances surrounding him and deter- 
mined upon a course of action. He would reclaim 
these people through the education of their children. 
I t  was at this time that Father Dombrcnnti made 
plans to find workers who would aid him in tbe rc- 
complisbment of his purpose. 

From his lurowkdge of the racial . . 
of the Polish people, and hi wide grasp of thdr rdi- 
gious and social needs, the young pastor rrr, amoiDc- 
ed that their future welfare lay in their ducation and 
trainiig by a rdigious community of thir awn nation- 
ality. He appealed, therefore, to the Coagngtia~ 
of the Sisters of Saint Felix, resident in Cracor, Po- 
land, for aid in his educational and mbdonary work. 

Thus, destiny shaped the circwnstama which in- 
scribed in the annals of the Congree;ation the name of 
an intrepid pastor in a Wisconsin ddemes puirh, 
who was destined by the Provideacr of God to cab- 
lish the Sisters of Saint Felix on kn&m soil, uPd 
who is reverently referred to in the drroaides d the 
Community as "the Founder." 

Like otbu frontier t o m ,  the area around Sbuao, 
where the Congregation of the Sitm of Stint Fdix 
established their f i t  American f o m d a t h ,  ru d f  
to a slow start in its organization of a ptMie schod 
system. The problems related to the laoguye d rc- 
ligion of the German and Palish im this 
area caused any satisfactory solution to be pmqmned 
for some time.'* 

18 Ibid. DetPib gleaned from pero~rl  hterfwr mtb 
Bigalka. 

19 A Welsh ~rotktant  who befriendd Father m M  
numerous times and remained to tbc cnd of his life tk 
priest's stauncheat friend, admirer and k u f w t w .  h~ 
irh records show that the entire X&mr f m  was e m -  
wrted to Catholicism in 1873. 

20 Gpki, Ks. Josef Dombrorrki, 92-74. 
21 History written by Rex. J. DombrorrLi a d  phtcd h 

the Green Bag Diocese C b a n ~ e q  Offie. 
22 Polonio todap is a post town in Porhge C0pat.r with 8 

population of 256 (1950). It  is a Ettk o n r  tn  riln 
northeast of Sttrenr Point. - - 

23 Lewia C. Brace, "The Rapid Incream of t b  Daalaop. 
Classes in the United Staten," Arcriean Cot- O w -  
terly dlcciew, Phielphi .*  IV, 1880, SUJ-~S. , 

24 Peter J. Johnson, Centennial E ~ ~ o y r  for t h  Yttm&~* 
Archdioccre, Milwaukee, 1943, 36-37. 



Many schools a t  this time were conducted by var- 
ious denominations. In CathoI.ic, as  well as Protestant 
settlements, the minister or the priest was the teacher. 
So it was with Father Donibrowski. He had not been 
long in the United States when he began to realize the 
needs of his scattered, isolated and religion-famished 
brethren. Consequently, soon after becoming pastor 
of Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin hIary Church, 
he set aside the largest room in the rectory for a 
school in an  attempt to meet the educational needs of 
the children until he could secure .the services of a re- 
ligious community. I t  was here that the Catholic chil- 
dren of the vicinity first plodded through'the three K's 
under the direction of hliss h1ary hlcGreer, the 
scholarly daughter of a neighboring farmer.=; 

In the summer of 1874, Father Dombrou-ski re 
ceived permission from Rt. Rev. Joseph hlelcher, 
Bishop of Milwaukee, to send an appeal for sisters 
to the Generalate of the Felician Congregation in 
Cracow, Poland. In a letterz6 to Mother Mary Mag- 
dalme, Superior General of the Congregation, he pre- 
sented the lamentable plight of his tiny settlement. 
By his stress on the necessity for Catholic teachers 
for the spiritual needs of the children, he so appealed 
to the zealous minds of Mother hlary Magdalene 
and her council that they were prompted to accept his 
invitation to labor in the vineyard of the Lord in the 
new world. 

Foolhardy as the enterprise seemed, the sisters 
w e n  convinced that Providence was directing the 
movement. On August 15, 1874, Mother Magdalene 
prrxnted the matter to the fifth General Chapter of 
the Congregation where the momentous decision was 
made - five sisters were to be sent on the Commu- 
nity's first missionary venture to America." 

The year that the Congregation received its first 
Papal decree of approbation, June 1, 1874, five sisters 
sailed for America to begin a new milestone in their 
work of Christian mercy. The following comprised the 
pioneer b a ~ d :  Sister Mary Monica Sibilska who was 
kw to become the first provincial superior of the 

foundation, Sister Mary Cajetan Jankiewiu, 
Sister Mary IVenceslaus Zubrzycka, Sister hlary Vin- 
centhe Kalwa and Sister Mary Raphael Sworzeniow- 
sLa= 

I In a letter to Mother Mary hIagdalene,20 dated 
August 27, 1874, Father Dombrowski gave minute 
instructions for the journey to America. Enclosed was 
a donation of two hundred dollars which Rev. Edward 
Dems, Administrator of the Green Bay Diocese, made 
to defray part of the expense of the j~urney.~" I 

I 

Notes and diaries of the founding sisters, from 
which particulars concerning the voyage to America 
might have been gleaned, have not been preserved. 
However, community chronicles, written by the earliest 

I members, portray poignant scenes of the last tender 
1 farewells a t  the time of the departure, as well as hard- 
I ships en route to America. 

The sisters left no record of their first impressions 
on landing, nor details of the journey to Wisconsin. 
Stranded in a strange land with no knowledge of the 
English language and only very meager means, it 
might be assumed that they would have trustfully fol- 
lowed the instructions sent to them by Father Dom- 
browski. That he took every precaution to preclude 
any confusion or hardship on the last stretch of the 
sisters' journey is evident from the following extract: 

In New York notify hlr. Zolkowski 
(Chatham Street No. 43) . . . From 
here please send a telegram addressed to 
me (jos. Dombrowski - Stevens Point 
- Wisconsin.) After you arrive in Mil- 
waukee, contact Mr. Rudzinski (Reed 
Street No. 100) I shall meet you here 
personally. 

. . . The above mentioned persons had 
been notified about the arrival of the 
sisters and given the necessary direc- 
tives. 

Erection of the sisters convent had 
already begun. When completed, it will 
be a large two-story building made of 
materials about which I had written in 
my previous letter.s1 

Arrival of Sisters 

After a seven-day journey from New York, the 
sisters reached their destination - Sharon, Wisconsin. 
The first building that they entered was the Church of 
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Here, 
in a wilderness church, began the saga of courage and 
consecration. From here they were to go forth in God's 
name until the entire land became the scene of their 
exploits - praying, teaching, dispensing mercy. Re- 

ferring in her diary to this memorable moment, Moth- 
er Mary Monica stated: 

25 Syski, Ks. Joaef Dontbrowski, 76. 
26 The letter has since been lost but biographers and sub- 

muent correspondence shed a light on its contents and 
tenor. 

27 Father Dombrowski met the Felician Sisters for the 
first time shortly after his ordination while visiting his 
cousin, Sister 3lary Wenceslaus, a member of the Con- 
gregation. He admired the Co~nnlunity spirit and Fran- 
c~sean ideal and stated at that time that shoul~l a need 
arise, he would ask the Congregation to staff his parish 
school in America. 

28 Ibid., 11, 276-7. 
29 Reprint in Hislorja Zgronmdtenia, 11, 275-80. 
30 After t l ~ c  death of Rt. Rev. Joseph Melcher, December 

20, 1873, Rev. Edward Dems was appointed to adminis- 
ter the Diocese of Milwaukee until the successor, Rt. 
Rev. Francis S. Krautbauer nas  consecrated, June 29, 
1875. 

31 Letter fron~ Rer. Joseph Donibrowski to Mother Mary 
\lagdnlt>nc, Septcmhcr 22,  1874. Reprint in Risiorja 
Zgroi~ i f ldzc~in ,  11, 280. - . 



. . . We arrived in Polonia Friday even- 
ing November 20, on the very day of the 
founding of the Congregation nineteen 
years before. 

. . .We have rededicated our lives on 
this memorable day to our BeIwed 
Spouse and His Mother,. bcseechiing 
them to nurture and cultivate the seed- 
ling sown in this distant land.32 

In spite of Father Dombrowski's desperate efforts 
to complete the erection of the convent, it was still 
under construction at the time the sisters arrived. 
Built by Father Dombrowski, with the assistance of 
neighboring farmers and their sons, the structure rose 
slowly, for the necessary finances and equipment were 
lacking. The immigrant farmers came wi+ strong, 
arms and a willingness to work, but as a general rule 
there was little money. Before the work was com- 
pleted, winter with sub-zero temperatures set in and 
work -on the building had to be d i s c o n t ~  The 
convent was ready for occupancy six months after the 
sisters' arrival3 April, 1875Ps 

Meanwhile, the young priest converted his rectory 
into a temporary convent which the sisters occupied 
on the evening of their arrival. Hi own jiving quar- 
ters, aceording to Commm$y chronicles, he transfer- 
red to a small cabin on the premises in which he h9d 
stored a small printing press and other quipmeaLW. 

The day fcrlbwing the arrival - the feast of the 
Presentation and the anniversary of tbe founding of 
the Congregation - Father D o m b d i  celebrated 
a High Mass of thanksgivingin the tiny rectory chap 
el, and intened the Blessed Sacrament there. That, he 
told the sisters, ''will serve as a Resew& from which 
you must draw solace and fortitude in the trying days 
.&&l"S 

"At their first opportunity" Mother Mary M c h  
and Sister Mary Cajetan called on the Administrator 
of the Diocese, Rev. Edward &ins, to ask his blessing 
for the work thw had already begun in Poloaia, arid 
to offer their services for the Catholic Church in 
America.Ss 

The arrival of the sisters caused quite a stir among 
the Polish Catholics in Portage County and its envi- 
rons. When parishioners of the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church were told after the next 
Sunday services that a school would be establiied, 
the board of trustees at once set about furnishing 
"temporary facilities" and organZmg committees. 
During the next two weeks parents from Sharon, 
Plover, Milwaukee, Stevens Point and outlying &as, 
some from distances of fifteen to twenty miles, came 
to enroll their children. 

Crowded as they were, the sisters converted two 
small rooms of their living quarters in the rectory into 
schoolroom, retaining only as much of ttie house as 
was absolutely indispensable for their needs. Thi was 
their f i s t  school on American soil; this too, was their 

first home. Here, they moored thdr anchor to a bed- 
rock of, povwty and suffering. Hardship, incomren- 
ience, want, seem to have roused rather than dampen- 
ed the apostolic urge of the feunding sisters, and two 
WACS after their arrival, plans for the opening of the% 
school were complete. 

On December 3, the sisters began their teaching 
apostolate in America with an initial enrollment of 
thirty children. In thii makeshift foundation, laid in 
the rectory of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church, the sisters conducted their sdrool and 
attempted to lead a convent life until their living 
quarters were completed four months later.*' 

At the outset, the sisters realized that a boarding 
school was indispensable in a wilderness where chil- 
dren traveled long in bitter cold of a Wis- 
coxdn winter. Shortly after the school opened, accom- 
modations for a number of children were found in pi- 
vate homes of nearby farmers until winter's end, when 
the building, which was to serve as convent and 
school, was completdss Occasionally, too, the hardy 
"little pioneers" enjoyed the experience of a night 
spent on pallets by blazing fires in the cbrooms 
when blizzards cut off all possiiity of reaching their 
homes. 

Records of the beginnings at the Annunciation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary School at Polonia are a bit 
blurred. From fragmmts of data found id community 
chronicles, it can be gathered that the schd was un- 
graded, and that "girls were taught the usual subjects 
of reading, writing, grammar, arithmetic; geography 
and &e study of the Bible. Besides thii, they were 
tutored in ornamental needlework and enibroidery."ls 
Mary McGree-r continued to tad English, not only 
to the children, but to the sisten as well. 

The administration of the first school was assigned 
to Sister Mary Cajetaa, who continued to bold the 
responsibility of superktmding educational establii- 
ments of the Congregation during its formative years 
in America. 

Sister Mary Cajetsn soon became keenly aware of 
the evils rampant among immigrant Catholics attend- 
ing public schools. Totally ignorant of the Englii 
language, the children found adjustment difficult. 
Truancy was the order of the day.40 Moreover, "con- 
trol of the public schools had been taken over in many 
instances by Protestants who looked upon these 
schooIs as &-beds for their own convictions. This 
drove the Catholic children out of public schools, 
sometimes by their own conscientious' objections to 
the method of instruction, sometimes through the ma- 
chinations of b i d  ~perintendwts.'"~ 

a nxtract trom mry of Mother Mary Monicn. Beprint 
in Eistorja Zgrorrurdeeuia, 111, 11. 

33 Ibid., 11-12. 
34 From a sheaf of 'Ydte~lZecllore" in Community Ar- 

ehires, Livonia, Mi&&= 
35 Rbforja Zgrornedaerria, 1x1. 11. 

36 Community kch imi ,  Livonia, Michigan, BIZ&% (a& 
X a r ~  Josephine) Sfatka Xuria Bbonh,  Livoaia, a.&. OS. 

37 flisforja Zgromadzmia, 111, 11-16. 
38 ST&. Xe. Joaef Dowbrowski. 86. 
39 9 ~ 8 . '  ~spomni&i&Wawych kajstar@ch aatsk, 28. 
40 YSS. M a t h  Haria )iujetanaY 9. 
41 Theodore Roemer, She Catholic Church in t k  U*it& 

.- 59 - States, Saint Louis, 1950, e89. 



Sister Mary Cajetan was convinced that the 
parish school must join the frollt ranks in the con- 
quest of th&e problems. Despite the fact that facili- 
ties were hopelessly inadequate, she sought out the 
children of Po l i i  Catholics and urged their attend- 
ance at  the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
School. 

From the very inception of the American founda- 
tion, Father Dombrowski's idea was to have the Fe- 
lician Sisters establish an American province with a 
teacher-training school. 

Mother Mary Monica, too, saw the necessity of 
opening a novitiate, for the field of labor was exten- 
sive and already a number of candidates sought ad- 
mission. However, a blow was to fall which shattered 
not only her plans for the immediate future, but also 
every achievement and adjustment the sisters had 
made in a four-month effort. 

Fire 

Early on March 16, 1875, a devastating fire de- 
stroyed the "rectoryn-convent and practically all 
its contents. The blaze, supposed to have been caused 
by a defective flue, spread between the walls of the 
frame building and burst into the open with a sudden 
fury. I t  took a few minutes to convince the sisters 
that the building was doomed, so the little time re- 
maining was devoted to removing whatever could be 
reached. Father Dombrowski, battling with desperate 
energy against the flames, was able to rescue the 
Blessed Sacrament from the chapel. Two hours after 
the fire had begun, the "first convent" and school of 
the Felician Sisters in America - -- was reduced to a smol- 
daing hap. &lore than two hundred carefullychosen 
bodt~ wbi& had been brought by the sisters from 
firope, irreplaceable cloth for habits, records and 

keepsakes were destroyed by fire. 

Stripped utterly of all possessions, the pioneer 
w d  stood on the threshold of their future faced with 
a long period of bitter disappointment, utter want and 
phlsi& and moral suffering which would try their 
faith and endurance to the breaking point. The only 
rm>rded comment we have from the distraught sisters 

L 

1 was Mother Monica's act of resignation, "Love seeks 
sacri fice."'" 

It was necessary to close the school and disband 
h e  children. Those boarding in nearby farmhouses 
=re sent home. The only shelter left on the parish 
pmnises was the hut in which Father Dombrowski 
had established his living quarters during the sisters' 
occupancy of the rectory. Now this, too, he offered 
to them as a temporary refuge. Convinced from the 
first moment of their arrival that he was the heaven- 
appointed guide of the sisters, he decided to stand by 
them no matter how great a sacrifice this would en- 
tail. 

The townspeople manifested their generosity and 
a true Christian charity to the homeless sisters. A 
number of farmers volunteered their assistance and 

offered their homes as a shelter. The McCreer estate, 
with all its accomrpodations, was immediately turned 
over by the owner to the sisters for an indefinite peri- 
od. The sisters accepted the offer of a residence closest 
to the parish church, that of Andrew Sikorski, the or- 
ganist in the parish and the postmaster of the town of 
Sharon. Here they arranged sleeping quarters for the 
night, while the cabin on the parish premises served as a 
"convent" during the day. Father Dombrowski ac- 
cepted the hospitality of Martin Kiedrowicz, a kindly 
old man who lived with his elderly sister in a nearby 
farmh~use.'~ 

New Convent 

Father Dombrowski vigorously pushed the com- 
pletion of the new convent, the building of which he 
had been forced to forego during the severe cold of the 
winter months. Accounts lead us to believe that the 
priest and the sisters themselves did all the interior 
work and helped considerably with the heavier con- 
struction. Using donated materials, they provided the 
convent with crude furniture and other necessitie~.'~ 

In the midst of these trials, the first postulant was 
admitted, April 16, 1875. She was Valeria Reczek 
from Winona, Minnesota. Her appearance was entire- 
ly unexpected, and although she had come a long way, 
the sisters urged her to return and enter after the com- 
pletion of the new convent, but she insisted on remain- 
ing with them and sharing their privations. 

On May 4, 1875, the new convent was blessed by 

Father Dombrowski and placed under the patronage 
of Saint Francis. This building became the Congre- 
gation's first novitiate in America. 

With renewed vigor, the little Community began 
to reshape its affairs after the devastation and chaos 
of the fire. Its members struggled against great odds 
to assemble equipment and to procure the necessary 
books for the reopening of school in the fall. The 
convent was divided and organized to provide accom- 
modations for boarders and an academy where young 
girls, seeking admission to the Sisterhood,- would be 
trained. First steps in that direction had already been 
taken, and eight girls had been enrolled. By this time, 
another aspirant had been added to the Congregation's 
religious family, one Xaviera Wroblewski from Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, who had met the sisters during their 
fund-raising mission a few weeks before. 

42 Community Archives, Livonia, Michigan, MSS. Xatkn 
N a r k  Yonika, Plymouth, n.d. 9-10. 

43' Incident reported by Joseph Siliorski, personal inter- 
riew. Seventy-seven Fears old at present, Mr. Sikorski 
is still in full possession of his faculties. His father's 
comments and stories of which he appears to have a clear 
recollection, and his own eqeriences in the town of 
Sharon during the period under study have been an ald 
in \verifying stateinents found iu Community records. 
Joseph Gikorski lives, at present, on a thirty-seven acre 
farm which his father had procured under the Home- 
stead Act of 1862. The remodeled farmhouse is one that 
sheltered the sisters after the destruction of their con- 
vent and school. 

44 MSS. TT~powwicnia Saszyeh Snjstawzycl~ N n t 4 ,  15. 



I t  was too late in the year to reopen the parish 
school. However, the sisters assembled the children 
for catechism instructions and prepared them for their 
first Holy Communion. In short, the infant Commu- 
nity was beginning to emerge from the dark hours 
they had known since their entry into the new land 
six months before. But their joy was short-lived. Two 
weeks after the dedication of the new convent, the 
blow fell. 

Tragedy Strikes Agslin 

On the evening of May 18, during Benediction 
services in the church, the sisters and the congregation 
were aroused by one of the parishioners who had seen 
flames and smoke bursting forth from the roof and 
windows of the recently-built convent. In the frantic 
excitement that followed, desperate efforts were made 
by the worshippers to salvage a few precious items, 
but the fire blazed so furiously that entry into the 
building would have been sui~idal.'~ 

There was no fire apparatus within ten miles of 
the building, so the farmers drove in from all quarters 
to form a bucket and pitcher brigade to protect the 
church in the event that the convent blaze spread. 
But a wind arose and caught up showers of charcoal 
sparks and burning shingles, carrying them to the roof 
of the church with a terrible effect. In a short time it, 
too, was a flaming mass. The towllspeople worked 
desperately to quench the flames that were destroying 
the church they had transplanted and rebuilt with 
their own hands three years before, but the water 
could not be hoisted to the roof fast enough to check 
the flames and within a half-hour the situation was 
hopeless. 

All expectations and hopes were brought to nought 
by this wholly unforseen deviation of fortune. I t  was 
heart-rending to see the panic-stricken and confused 
pastor, moving from place to place clutching the Sa- 
cred Species which he had rescued from the church 
before the interior burst into flame. Parishioners fi- 
nally led the distraught priest to the home of Mr. 
Martin Kiedrowicz, where a repository was prepared 
for the Blessed Sacrament. 

In community chronicles particular attention was 
called to the bells in the steeple of the church. The 
roof around the belfry was set on fire by a burning 
fragment of wood. The flames, being carried up 
through the open space to the eaves, set the bells 
whirling and ringing out on their frame with a weird- 
ness that remained in memory for many yeam'' 

The little band of religious and the intrepid pastor 
watched in helpless silence as the flames devoured the 
buildings erected within the last three years with su- 
perhuman patience and toil." They were utterly 
crushed. The stamina and courage that marked the 
character of the thiity-four year old priest in war and 
exile now gave way, and he fell unconsci~us to the 
ground. He was carried to the home of Mr. Kiedro- 
wiu by compassionate town folk where he remained 
during a long con~alextnce?~ 

The convent and church were but a mass of 
burning embers scarcely two hours after the fire had 

begun. The sisters were left without a home for the 
second time in two months, and stripped of everything 
they had accumulated after the first fire, including the 
cash donations they had received from benefactors 
during their fund-raising tour. 

Ail source materials agree that tbe fire was the 
work of incendiaries. The old feud which existed be- 
tween the parish priest and the hostile element of " P e  
land Corner," had not entirely died out. A iocol news- 
paper reported the incident and a previous attempt 
on the life of Father Dombrowski in a ratbcr caustic 
article: 

The sisters had left the house, bow- 
ever, not more than ten minutes before 
it was discovered to be wrap in flaxnu, 
and when they left it, there were but a 
few coals in the kitchen stove. Immedi- 
ately after the f ie  had been d b a e d , .  
a boy or a young man was seea running 
across the field from the directioa of the 
house, which gives the inctodivy Ibdo- 
ry a bright tinge of probability. But 
this is not the first attempt (if attempt 
it was) that has been made to pull Mr. 
Dombrowski down. Tbe first one was 
made two or thne years ago, and was 8 

most diabolical one. Some devil m bu- 
man form bored a large hole in a stick 
of stwe wood, filled the cavity with 
powder, and plnced the stick on tbt 
priest's pile. This in due course of time 
wascarriedintohishouseaadputinto 
the stove. Fortunately, hornva, when 
the terrific expbsion w h i i  fobwed oc- 
curred, shattering the stave into pieas, 
he happened to be in another roan, and 
therefore escaped tbe Mli?rh plot tb.t 
had ban hid against him. Such pkts as 
these would intimidate a more M u k  
man tban Mr. Dombrowski, but the 
words "give up" do not appear in hb 
vocabulary.4s 

45 Data regarding the destruction of the parish unit ham 
been constructrd from the following sources: Mr. Job. 
Bigalkn, pcrso~~al interview. Mr. Bigalka is the old- 
rcsident of Sharon, age 93, at the time of the intenicr 
(1951). He had known Mother Mar? Monica pmaal?\- 
and witnessed the fires. His daughter, with whom he 
lives, allegcs that the story of the dutruction of thc 
convent and rhurclr hnr been d i s r u s d  ao fnguentlr lp- 
to~rnspeople, that the event is lodged find? in the mimda 
of the residents. 

Intcr~ir\vccu report that either r~plcziws ur highly 
inflaulniablc liquid had bcen poured on the roof of the 

- - 
church and convent. Thb exphina t)te auddsm barat of 
flames and the intensity and suiftnnr with rhiclr the 
blaze spread. Other sources are: Hir lar j .  ZgrCnwd.mir, 
111. 32. 33: Ks. Joxef Dornbm.lsi, 88. 

46 %SS. h t k a  Maria Monika, 10. 
47 The local paper, S t e m r  Point Joumd, May e9, 1875, 

in an article entitled "Probable Work of M I W -  
my," estimated the loss at 13,000 dolhm;' k r r r a ~ ~ ~  
coverage 4,000 dollam. "From amother aouw we 
learn," the article continues, "That the d m  
was burned, an& that parput of the l u  co&tscl9 !E 
dollara in euh, which waa deposited i~ tba hama er 
church. " 

48 Syaki, Ka. Jomf DonbmvaW, 88. 
49 Sterenr Point J o u d ,  May 20, 1875. 



Nmv Construction 

Feeling that they could not abandon a mission on 
which - Providence had sent them to the new world, the 
five valiant nuns decided to start again. And just as 
F ~ M  Dombrowski had been a tower of strength to 
the sisters in the previous disaster, so again the young 
priat rose to new heights of self-sacrifice unapproach- 
cd by any other figure in the Congregation's history. 

The weeks following the fire, he worked from 
to twelve hours each day on the construction of 

parish buildings - a frame house to serve as a tempo- 
rary convent which later was to be converted into a 
rectod, and a church and convent, both to be built 
of stone.60 

Meanwhile, supplies of food, household articles 
.nd offers of lodging poured in from kindly farmers 
in the vicinity. Public school officials, moved by the 
plight of the homeless sisters, placed a one-room rural 
school a t  their disposal after the children had been 
d i n d e d  for the vacation months. Loath to impose 
on the generosity of local farmers who themselves 
struggled to eke out an existence, the sisters estab- 
li&& their "convent" in the public schoolhouse dur- 
ing tbe summer. From this time on the schoolroom 
ms used as a "multiple-purpose" room. It  served as 
a church in which the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was 
o f f e d  on a portable altar in the early hours of the 
morning; then was converted into a community room, 
dining room and chapel later in the day. Sleeping 
quarters were again established in the homes of the 
sisters' loyal standbys, the McGreer and the Sikorski 
famil i .  

First Church 

In a desperate effort to supply a convent for the 
sisters and a place of worship for his parishioners, 
Father Dombrowski continued to push construction 
of both buildings. On September 29, 1875, the Most 
Rev. F. X. Krautbauer, Bishop of Green Bay, placed 
the cornerstone for this new church being built under 
the title of the "Most Sacred Heart of Jesus." On - 
this same day the cornerstone xas laid for the con- 
vent for the sisters. Sews reports pertinent to the 
parish building program which appeared in the winter - 
issues of the Stevens Point Journal are an evidence of 
thins1 

While the buildings were being erected, the lives of 
the s i s tm were an epic of incredible hardships and of 
heart-rending struggle as they moved from one shelter 
to another - the rural public school to the basement 
of the unfinished convent and finally to a temporary 
shelter in the newlytompleted rectory. By the third 
of October, 1876, the sisters were finally able to move 
into the new convent - a combination convent-school 
building made entirely of stone. 

On the feast of Saint Francis, October 4, 1876, 
the convent was dedicated by Father Dombrowski 

and placed under the patronage of Saint Claire.52 A 
gift of altar linens, vestments and sacred vessels, val- 
ued at more than one thousand dollars, was received 
frzm the Generalate in Cracow, and reached the con- 
vent on the eve of the ded i~a t ion .~~  

In September, 1876, Mother Mary Monica re- 
ceived an official authorization from the Generalate 
a t  Cracow to open a novitiate. The first investiture 
took place in the convent chapel on November 21, the 
feast of the Presentation, the date associated with the 
important milestones of the Congregation's history. 

Three sisters received the habit: Frances Wro- 
blewski was given the name of Sister Mary Felix; 
Rosalie Teclaw, Sister Mary Clara; and Athanasia 
Czajkowski, Sister Mary Francis."' Father Dombrow- 
ski was delegated by Bishop Krautbauer to perform 
the ceremony. Five clergymen from Milwaukee, 
Chicago and Stevens Point participated in this first 
religious ceremony in the new convent. Crudely plas- 
tered, unpainted, and furnished with roughly-hewn 
pews, the chapel was a silent testimony of the stark 
poverty of the infant Foundation. Most appropriate- 
ly, Father Dombrowski used poverty as the theme for 
his investiture sermon. "How singularly Almighty 
God has favored you, my beloved sisters," he said, 
"that He has allowed you to experience, in this land of 
plenty, the joy of supreme poverty which your holy 
Father Saint Francis so loved."55 

-- - 

50 The Strtrns Point Jour)tcrl reported May 29, 1875, that 
"he (Father Dombrowski) had already eomn~enced re- 
building his l~ouse and will commence work on the 
church a s  soou a s  insurance matters are  adjusted." 

51 Sterene Poittt Journal, J a n u a r j  1, 1876 - "One hun- 
dred cord of stolre hare  been laid in the walls of Father 
Donibrowski's new church which raises them only about 
five feet." I n  another issue, February 12, 1876, "Fa- 
ther Dombrowski has  about f i f ty  teams employed draw- 
ing stone fo r  his new church." 

52 Bishop Krautbruer,  i n  laying the cornerstone, September 
29, 1875, mistakenly called i t  the Convent of Saint 
Clare instead of the name the sister8 intended for  their 
foundation in  America - Saint Francis of Assisi Con- 
vent. The sisters decided to  retain the error. 

53 The shipment was pent out immediately af ter  the news 
of the first  f ire reached JIother Mary Magdalene in  
C'racow. These gi f ts  would have perished in  the second 
fire on May 18, had not the precious cargo, for some 
ullesplained reason, been providentially marooned in a 
New York port for more than eight months. I t  was only 
af ter  a petition was sent by Mother Mary Monica to  
ecclesiastical authorities in Xew York, requesting the 
in\estigation of the matter, tha t  tlie shipment was 
"found" nnd seut on i ts  way. Officials were not able 
to explain the delay. 

54 ('ornruu~~ity -4rchi\cs, L i ~ o ~ ~ i n ,  ,\firl~igan, h1SS. Kniepc 
SIJISOIL" Srnxtr Zgronwclzcnia SIC. E'rliksn, 1874-1894. 
(unpaged) 

.i5 H ~ s t o r j n  Z.qromnrlzmia, 111, 43. 



Educa t ion  Missionary Work 

During these first eighteen tragic months, the field 
in which the Felician Sisters had come to labor was 
by no means allowed to lie fallow. Although they were 
stranded without permanent housing, the children 
continued to attend the school.5s Whenever it was 
possible, accommodations were made - in the rec- 
tory, unfinished convent, and in the open fields during 
fair weather. 

In spite of the material adversities, the sisters 
prospered in other ways. The hostile element in "Po- 
land Corner" was Becoming less troublesome, and the 
ruthless conspiracy to ruin the foundation began to 
wane. The patient endurance of the religious, after 
the destruction of the convents, awakened the con- 
sciences of the stray flock and slowly they trickled 
back into the true fold. 

In various ways the sisters also helped their Foun- 
der in his work among the IndiansP7 who reverently 
called Mother Monica the "Black Robe's Squaw," 
and loved her for the small gifts she generously gave 
them.5s 

Father Dombrowski's activities among the local 
tribes is a fine example of Catholic missionary effort. 
A blind Christian Indian who spoke English acted as 
interpreter, and with his help the versatile clergyman 
learned the Winnebago dialect and wrote and edited 
a small Indian dictionary for the use of the sisters. 

On one occasion, the sisters prepared baskets of 
food which friends of the Congregation had donated 
and with these gifts, they paid a "good will visit" to 
the Indians. They surprised and delighted the Wine -  
bagoes by using a bit of their dialect which they learn- 
ed from the dictionary and Father Dombrowski's in- 
terpreter. The venture was a "diplomatic success," 
and their friends of the forest exhibited their art work 
and prepared a feast for general good cheer - a ca- 
nine favorite, slaughtered and roasted over an open 
fire for the occasi~n."~ "Love is an eloquent language 
that speaks without words to the hearts of even the 
most untamed," Mother Monica told the sisters upon 
the termination of that visit.'O The sisters so won the 
good will of the Indians with their friendly interest, 
that a number of them volunteered their aid in the 
construction of the convent?' 

The harvest was great indeed in the year of great- 
est trials. Baptismal records, still extant, reveal that 
thirty Indians of the Winnebago and the hfenomonee 
tribes were baptized by Father Dombrowski in 
November, I876 and sixty-seven, ranging in age fro~n 
fifteen to seventy-five years, received the sacrammt in 
Decernber of 'the same year. Mother Mary hionica, 
according to these records, became the godmother of 
more than one-third of the Indians listed? When the 
academy in the new convent was opened in December 
of 1876, two fifteen-year old Winnebago girls began 
attending the school. Special attention was lavished 
upon them by the sisters with a hope that someday 
they would keep the spark of Christianity alive in 
the hearts of their own people. They were beginning 
to make excellent adjustments, but when their p p l e  
were forced to migrate, the girls le'ft the academy.63 

In this period of continued hYdshipQ, 1875-1877, 
the Community grew in membership from five to 
wventeen sisters. In December, 1876, four girls join- 
ed the pioneer band as postulants: Antonim &a&, 
from Sharon, became known in religion as %ter Mary 
Joseph; hfary Wojak, also from Sharon, became S i  
ter Mary Therese; Rosalie Madursllsk;r, from Chiugo, 
was given the name of Sister Mary Cdumba; Mary- 
anne Bezler, from Prussia, received the name of Sister 
Mary Hyacinth." 

The following year, five more postulants entered 
the novitiate. They were: Francs ARdryuei, rbo 
became Sister Mary Angela; h n a  RCECPb was given 
the name Sister Mary Nepomucenc; Brigid Pytadr, 
from Dunkirk, New Yo&, was named Sister Muy 
Catherine; Margaret Wasikwski, fnnn Chiago, re- 
ceived the name of Sister Mary Marcella; the Muy 
Andryuek, from Prussia, became known in rdigirm 
as Sister Mary Martha.- - 

- 

In 1877, Mother Mary Monica recdved an .rt 
thorization from the Generalate in Crrunr to uUWb 
a province of the Congregation in th United States, 
and was named by the Genaal Council tbe fint P m  
vincial Superior. 

56 Community records contain no referenee t o  the ciroll- 
ment of whool children for the year 1876. Sterer8 Paid 
Journal, F e b r n a r ~  12, 1876 reports the '# I50  childre. 
were registered a t  the convent whooL" 

57 The tribes with which the sisters came in eonbet  nre 
the Winnebagoes, Menomonces, greatly reduced ia the 
course of time b~ m r s ,  and a small clan of the Ojibwas. 
In the period under study, "The aggregate number of 
these bands would spcm to have h a r d b  exceeded one 
thousand." - Rev. Edward Jacker, "Catholic In- 
i n  Michigan and Wisconsin." American Catholic Qwr- 
terly Rerier,  Philadelphia, 1876, VI, 404. 

58 Historja Zgromadscnia, 111, 27. 
59 MSS. IFspmrienia Xaazych Najstaruych. Maiek, 1. 

(insert). 
60 Zbid., 34. 
61 According to Shea, the Indians of thu area were a well- 

disposed, quiet and peaceful people m t b  marked quali- 
ties of Christian inflnenee. "A8 early u 1860, r h e a  
Bishop Henni visited the resewation of the Chippcwaa 
and the Winnebagnes on the Oeonto River, 900 were 
Catholic and he had the consolation of eonfirming e30." - John Gilmrrp Shca, History o j  the Catholic Ck+rcA 
in  the Cnitecl Stales, Sew xork, 1892, IV, 639. 

62 Baptismal Register, SISS. Sacred Heart Chunh, Polonin, 
Wisconsin. 

63 Con~munity chroniclers refer to  the migration of 1ndi.u 
in  the vicinity of the convent ih  the 1870'8. I n  eon=- 
tion with their reports i t  might be noted that  the Meno- 
monees had been tricked into yielding the a m  am- 
Green Bay to the Vnited Strtea government. A a m b e r  
of s t rq -  Indians, however, r e u ~ a i n d  there af ter  the tr ib 
had evncuated. I n  1Si1, Congre~s paseed a joint m o l u -  
tion appropriating fifteen thousand dollars for  the tomi- 
ble removal of these :tray Indians. No action on the 
matter was taken until af ter  1873, when a apecial .gent, 
with the aid of the United States t r o o p  from Fort 8 u l l -  
ing, coralled the Indians and succeeded in transporting 
between i O O  to  800 to Nebraska, where 240 died and the 
rest found their way back to Riseonsin in  the npring of 
1874. This is probably the group of Indians that wttled 
in the vicinity of the town of Sharon and to which bu- 
torical souretXs of the Congregation refer - Hutory of 
Sort  hem n'isconsin, Chicago, 18S1, 528-30. 

64 Location cited for each membr  is place of birth, not 
place of residence a t  the time of admiesion 

65 MSS. h'siega Spisowa. (unpaged) . - .  . 



By this time, Saint Claire Convent was becoming 
too small for the growing Community; besides, it prov- 
ed inadequate from the standpoint of locati0n2~ As 
new schools were being opened in the East, a change 
of some kind was imperative, and a more centrally- 
placed site for the Motherhouse and novitiate was 
swght. 

In 1880, a location was finally selected in Detroit 
on what is today Aubin and Canfield Avenues. 

With some difficulty Mother Mary Monica se- 
cured permission from Bishop Krautbauer for the 
transference of the Mother House to another diocese. 
It was only after he had learrled that Saint (h i re  Con- 
vent would be converted into an institute for homeless 
boys, and that the sisters would not abandon their 
schools in his diocese that Bishop Krautbauer permit- 
ted the transfer and sent the official recommendation 
of the Congregation to Bishop Borgess of Detroit." 

After the transfer was officially sanctioned, Mother 
Mary Monica and Sister Cajetan at once began rnak- 
ing pians for the new building in spite of the most dis- 
couraging financial outlook. They lost no time in 
communicating with the Generalate in Cracow for nec- 
essary permission to buy land and enter into negotia- 
tions for the erection of a new convent. 

In 1882 the Felician Sisters' mother-house was 
moved from Polonia to Detroit, Michigan, and their 
oM convent in Pdonia was converted into an orphan- 
age for boys conducted by the sisters. 

 be sisGdixxmtinued tbe orphanage in the '20s 
rmt;nr it a bome for their own aged Sisters. 

&". Domko*rli LaM Pdoain 

Father Dombrowski left Polonia and followed the 
F d i c i i  Sisters to Detroit where he became their 
chaplain, and, at  the same time, undertook the build- 
ing of tbe Polish Seminary there to provide priests for 
tbe P O W  rmigranq in America. 

Tbe vacancy was filled by Father Ladislaus Gra- 
b d i  who came from Brazil, South America. He 
stayed from Cktobu 1, 1882 to April 16, 1888. He 
made many interior improvements in tbe church. 

For tbe next three years the Franciscan Fathers 
from Pula&, Wioasin, took charge of the parish. 

In 1891 Father Thomas Grenbowski was appoint- 
ed pastor. His greatest undertaking was the building 
of a new brick church. 

The old stone church had no basement and there 
was no provision for air space under the floor, which 
later resulted in the rotting of the beams. Besides, it 
was too small to accommodate all the people. Much 
of the labor was done by the parishioners themselves. 
All the brick was hauled from Ringle, Wisconsin, a 
distance of more than 30 miles, by wagon. They had 
to travel day and night to make the round trip. It had 
been estimated that the church cost, at that time, ap- 
proximately $80,000. The church was dedicated July 
26, 1902, on St. Ann's Day. 

Yesterday 6t Today 

In 1895 the congregation of the Sacred Heart num- 
bered 4,000 souls, making it one of the most important 
organizations in the Diocese of Green Bay. The paro- 
chial school at Polonia was in a flourishing stage hav- 
ing an enrollment of 300 scholars. Catholic societies 
were the Rosary Society with 425 members, Sodality 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary for young women with 350 
members, and the Society of the Guardian Angel for 
boys. There also, had been established two subordi- 
nate schools on the parish limits, which were for the 
use of children living at a considerable distance. A 
mission station at Alban, Portage County, was quite 
regularly attended by Father Grenbowski. 

Gradually the parish had diminished in size as new 
churches were being established; St. hlary's of Mount 
Carmel at Fancher, St. Ladislaus' at Bevent, St. Adal- 
bert's at  Alban, St. Mary's at  Torun, and St. Stanis- 
laus' in Stevens Point. 

Sacred Heart Parish is down to 275 families at the 
present time. Hard-working Father Grenbowski, after 
having built the church, decided to leave the parish - 
moving to Pennsylvania. In 1904 the Bishop oi Green 
Bay appointed Father Theophil Alalkowski who mov- 
ed here from St. Joh 's  Palish, Menasha, Wisconsin. 

In 1914 the orphanage in Polonia burned to the 
ground - leaving the orphans and the Felician Sisters 
shelterless. But, due to the efforts of the sisters and 
the people, a new orphanage was erected in one year's 
time - where once more the orphan boys were happily 
cared for. The pastor's living quarters were very poor. 
The old rectory was again destroyed by fire, forcing 
the priest to live in a small temporary house for a 
number of years. In  1914 a new two-story solid brick 
rectory was built. In 1916 Father Malkowski was 
transferred to St. Hyacinth's Parish at Antigo - being 
succeeded by the Very Rev. L. J. Pescinski, who came 
here from St. Mary's Parish, Fancher. 

During Father Pescinski's time, the big church was 
beautifully decorated and a magnificent new main 
altar installed, toward which a friend of Father Pes- 
cinski, john Bukolt, owner of the Lullabye Corpora- 
tion of Stevens Point - made a generous contribution. 

Father Pescinski worked hard to get electricity 
into the Polonia community and in 1924 he signed a 
contract with the Wisconsin Valley Electric Company 
of Stevens Point in the sum of $2,500 to pay -for the 
erection of an electric line from Jordan to Pol~nia.'~ 

Saint Clare Convent was located in a tiny hamlet or 
Sharon on the southern fringe of the Wisconsin pineries 
and in the midst of vast stretches of prairie. The roads 
during winter and rainy seasons were practically impass- 
able. The distance to the r~earest town, Stevens Point, 
(population, 1880, - 569) was more than ten miles. - 
llistory of Kortltern TVisconsm, Chicago, 1881, 733. 
Polonia today is still an isolated post t o m  with a pop- 
ulation of a little over two hundred people. 
Iiistorja Z g r o n ~ n c l m ~ i ~ ~ ,  111, 103; Letter of Bishop 
Krautbauer to Rt. Rcv. Casper Horgers, August 10, 1881. 

C'ontr:~c.t oil file \\ill1 I';~ri\l~ Rworcls. 



The following is taken from Rates and Connection 
Charges, Polorlia Line, issued by the Wisconsin Valley 
Electric Company, dated May 12, 1924: 

For a period of five years from the 
date of commencement of service only 
those who have contributed to the cost 
of constructing the transmission and dis- 
tribution system will be served. The 
Priest or a committee of the Church of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus will grant 
permission to the Company to serve cus- 
tomers and a charge of $100 will be col- 
lected from each connection and paid to 
the Church to apply toward the cost of 

. - the 

After 12 years of hard work and devotion Father 
Pescinski's health was gradualty failing and on April 
2, 1928 (at the age of 69), he died in the rectory after 
a few weeks' illness. 

After Father Pescinski's death, Father Leon Jan- 
kowski, formerly pastor of St. Bartholornew's Parish, 
Mill Creek, was appointed pastar. 

Father Jankowski undertook the task of paying 
the debt which had been in the parish since the build- 
ing of the church in 1902. Besides, there were needed 
repairs on the church and other buildings which he 
had undertaken. The year 1929 and the following 10 
years were years of hardships because of the depres- 
sion. The good people, although never rich, felt the 
hardship. Many had lost their farms and moved out. 
When World War I1 broke out, many young boys were 
taken into the army, who upon returning marriea anu 
moved to the cities - thus the circumstances have 
diminished the parish in size. 

On St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 1934, a new ca- 
lamity invaded the parish. Lightning struck the 
church and it was completely destroyed by fire. This 
was the fifth disastrous fire in the parish in half a 
century. The amount of $65,000 was collected from 
the insurance company for the damage. 

Since it was during the depression, material and 
labor was cheap, and the parish was able to undertake 
the task of building a new church, which was com- 
pleted by Christmas of 1934 - a new location and 
with a seating capacity of 1,000. With the expert 
figuring of Father Jankowski and the help of the peo- 
ple the church was built and furnished without in- 
curring any debt. Three years later it was decorated. 

THE OLD CHURCH, 1075-1- 

THE COMBINATION CONVENT - SCHOOL 

FRONT VIEW OF THE NEW BRICK CHURCH 
THE OLD RECTORY 



SURNAME INDEX 

Amernik-3,4 Easker - 8 Just-48 
Anderson-10,12 Ebben-17 
Arbacaukas - 16 Eiden-5 Kaczmarek-5 
; \ ~ . : t  -1 7 Ellis-7 Karch-4 
Augustynizk-3 Evje-8 Karpinski-7 

Ewing- 6 Karschewsky-21 
Babbitts-16 Exaw- 2 2 Kaszewski-21 
Bademer-15 Kczewski-23 
Bahus-12 Felckowski-15,50 Kidroski-5 
Balducci-11 Filtz-8 King (see Koziczkowski) 
Bauer- 8 Fitzgerald-9 Kirschling-14,15 
Baumann- 9 Flisek-12 Kizewski-7 
Bean- 9 Flugaur- 6 Klass-18 
Belauski-2 Fohrmann - 2 2 Klassa-22 
Belke-12 Frasch-6,48 Klesmit-54 
Bender (Binder) -9,47,48 Fredach-9 Klish-5 
Berna-2,4,44,45 Friday-15 Kluck(Kluczykowski) -5 ,14, 
Bertolind-9 Furmanek- 8 17,36 
Bettker-3 Knitter-8 
Blok-23 Garski-4 Kankol-22,23 
Boien-22 George-5 Konkolewska-47,48 
Borzyskowska -22 Gilmeister-4,8 Konopacki-1,2',44,54 
Borzestowski-23 Gladowski-6 Kopchinski-1 
Bouchs - 7 Glatezk-18 Koryth-22 
Brady- 9 Gleissen-23 Koski (see Koziczkowski) 
Brewer-18 Gliszinski-3 Kostka-8 
Bronk-5,7,22 Gnibba-22 Kostuch-17 
Brotkowski-9 Gordan-10 Kostuck-3,4 
Bruski- 2 Gorecki-1 Koszicki-21 
Burant-1,5,34,46,47,48 Gorski-1 Koziczkowski(inc1udes nam 
Burclaff-7 Gostomski-22,23 derivations of King, Kosk 

Grabowski-6 Kosy, Kozy, Kozkowski, 
Cain-7,18 Gregorio-18 Kozikoski) 
Cepauskas - 17 Groppen-22 Adam-21 
Ciseski-5 Groshek-8 Adair-15 
Collins-11 Gross-6 Adeline-4,9 
Conway- 9 Gruna-4 Agatha-12 
Coulthurst-15 Gryda - 4 7 Agnes-13,14 
Creamer-17 Gzestkowski-23 Alfred-5,10,47 
Cumberland-2 Alice-14 
Czierka-22 Haberman-12 Ambrose-3,7 

Hampton-13 Amelia-3,8 
Dalgner-15 Higgins-15 Andreas-23 
Dalzin-22 Hintz(Hinca) -1,13,42 Angeline-12 
Damask- 7 Hoffman-5 Anna-2,42,53 
Dayberry-17 Hucke-14 Anne-10 
DeLion- 8 Hutchinson-17 Annette-18 
DeShong-18 Annie-3,9 
Dethardt-17 Janka-23 Anthony-14 
Diwel-23 Jacoboski-8,50 Antonette-2,s 
Domaszek-7,49 Jacobson-9 April -14 
Dombrowski-22,23,55 Jakusz-6,18 Arlene-11 
Dombek-4,22 ' Jastromski-5 Barbara-16 

Jazdewski-54 Barney-4,9 
Dzonowski-3,46 Jelinski-23 Benedict-6,11 
Dzwankowski-54 Jordan- 5 Bernard-2,7,49,53 



~oziczkowski(Cont.) Irene-7,13,49 Marilyn-12,15 
Bertha- 9 Jacque1i~-18 Marjorie-12 
Betty-7,12 Jacob-22 Marlene-9 
Beverly-15 James-11,12,13,16 Martha-1-3,5,6,36,44, 
Bonita-8,9,14,50 Janet-13,17 46,47,51 
Bonnie-18 Janice-Y,15 Martin-1,2,22,44,45,S? 
Brandy-14 Jason-14,18 Mary-ii,3,6,11,13,14, 
Brian-15 Jean-10,16 16,17,18 
Bridget-3 Jeanette-17 Mary Ann-49 
Bronislaus-7,13,49 Jeanine-18 Max-5,10,47 
Carol-9,13,15 Jeanne-10,16 Maxine-10,15 
Chad-17 Jeff-13,15 Michael-1,17,19,20-41. 
Charles(see Teofi1)- Jeffrey-17 45,53,54 
2,6,12,48,59 Jennifer-17 Michelle-15 
Cheri-18 Jenny-16 Myron-13,18 - 
Chester-6,7,14,49 Jeremy-18 Nancy-12 ,13,17,18 - 

L 1 Christine-lO,lf,l6 Jerome-13 Nicholas-2,53 
Clarice-15 Jesse-14 Norbert-14 - 
Clementine-1,2,30, Joan-S,11,12,17,47 Patricia-12,17 
36,53 Joanna- 2,53 Patty-16 
Clifford-6,12,15,48, Johanna- 7 Paul-21 
50 John-ii,l-4,7,9,11, Pearl-3,8 
Cynthia-10 15,16,19,23,30,32,34, Phillip-12,21 
Daniel-3,8,14,15,41, 36,42,53 Phyliss-8,15 ,50 
50 Joseph-1-3,6,7,9,11, Ralph-9,15,50 
David-2,3,8,13,17, 13,15,22,34,46 Ramona-5,10,14,47 
41,50 Josephine-$ ,2,38 ,32, Randall-13,18 
Debbie-13 36,53 Raymond - 7 ,12 
Dominic-2,11,15,46 Judith-14 Richard-9,12,%3,15,18 
Donna-12,13,17 Julia-1,2,4,30,32,36 50 
Edward-6,11 Justin-3 Rhonda - 16 
Edwin-3,6,12 Karen-11-15,18 Rick-15 
Eleanor- 3 Katharina-23 Robert-5 ,lo-13,16,18, 

L 
! 

Elizabeth-12 Kathleen-10,12,13,15- 19,47 
Ennil-7,13,49 17 Roger-13,18 

i 
Emma - 7 Kay-15 Ronald-13,17 

I- 
Eric-ll Keith-14 ,18 Rosanna-i,l0,16,41 
Ernst-22 Kenneth-16 Rose-ii,2,5,6,7,12 
Eugene-6,12,48 Kevin-15 Rosemary-11,16 
Evelyn-11 I Kim-16 Sadie-4,9 
Felix-2 Kimberly-17 Sandra-13,17 
Florence-2,3,5,8,19 Krissie-15 Sara-16 
Frank-1,2,3,5,6,12,19 Kurt-18 Sarah-18 - 

! 
23,30,32,36,42,44,53 Kyle-15 Scott -18 
Francis(Frances)-1,2, Lanae-14 Sharon-9,13,18 
3,5,6,7,9,26,32,36, Laura-6,48 Shawn-16 

. - -  45,46,53 Leo-6,12 Shirley-9,11,15,17,18 
Gary-13,18 Linda-12,14,15,17 Sister Thomasina-3 
Genevieve-5,10,47 Lisa-15 Sophie-6,11,13 
Gertrude-10 Lori-12 Stacia-3,9 
Gladys-14 Lorraine-5,10,13,47 Stanley-7,8,11,13,14, 
Gregory-12,21 Louise-14 ,28 16,49,59 
Harry-4,9 Lucy-1,42,53 Stella-4,10,19 
Haylor-4,9 Margaret-10 Stephen-16 
Helen-2,4,6-9,42,50 Marian-7,8,12,14,50 Susan-2,4,7,12,14,49 
Henry-2,7,13,49 Marianna-12,15,42,53 Tami-15 
Ignatius-22 Marie-7,12,13,17 Tammy - 17 



Koziczkowski (Cont . ) Meronek-5 
Teofil (see Charles) - Merznik-10 
1,2,30,32,34,36,43, Metkowski-10 
53 Millanowski-14 
Terri-18 Millock-11 
Theodora-2,4,5 Mrochinski-7 
Theodore-2,6 Mroczk-22 
Theresa-1,6,11,18, Mullien-48 
30,32 Nairne- 12 
Thomas-5,11,47 Napietek-48 
Tillie-4 Needrit-5 
Todd-14,15 Newman - 6 
Tracey- 18 Nitzlau-22 
Veronica-4,7,9,49 Norenberg-1 
Victor-2,53 Ogden- 9 
Victoria-1,42,53 O'Keefe-1 
Wendy- 18 Olson-i,l6 
Winnefred- 14 Omernik-4 ,13 
Witzke-21 Osterle-31 
Zita-8,50 Ostrowski-2,4,7,9,14, 

Kozkowski (see 43 
Koziczkowski) Overacker-6 
Kozy(see Koziczkowski) Pahlbrach-8,50 
Kranig-13 Palesik-10 
Kranski-8 Palo- 5 
Krecki-21 ,23 Pauriea-18 
Krentzky- 22 Pekarek-16 
Kresge- 7 Pelowski-4 
Krewta-23 Perkins-9 
Kruzicki-17 Pezewski-14 

Pflugradt-8 
Pierpinski-4 
Pionkowski-3,4 
Piotrowski-14 

Laszewski-22 Pitt-12 
Lawler-5 Plachetzky-22 
Lebinska-23 Plaster-22 
Lehman-11 Platta-4,54 
Leibe-3,4,51 Pliska-1 
Lelwicz-44,45 Pollum-18 
LeWinski-21,23 Polak-55 
Linn- 14 Pond - 1 
Lipski-46 Potiwa-22 
Lniski- 23 Powalski-22 
Loftis-10 Prain-15 
Loreicki-3 Pruszak-23 
Lucas-17 Pucdrowski-22 
LuKasavige-14 Read-17 
Malmer - 7 Reithmeier-10 
Makurat-18 Rondo - 2 6 
Marron-10 Ronke-22 
Martell-10 Ropella-6 
Maslowski-3 Rosenberg-22 
Mayek-15 Ross-17 
McAnulty-16 Rozek-5 
McGahn - 10 Saik-2 

Sankey-11 
Sarto-12 
Savage-2,34,53 
Schich-22 
Scholl-2 
Schwartz-10 
Shalewski -4,8 
Shubert - 8 
Shuda-6 
Shulfer-7,54 
Shultz-10 
Sigman-11 
Simonis - 5 
Sinski-4 
Skierk-23 
Slagowski-8 
Slowinski-6 
Smith-3,10 
Soika-22 
Solke-22 
Sopa-13 
Spaulding-15 
Stahl-13 
Stanchik-5 
Stanislawski-1 
Starek-22 
Steep-26 
Streeter-16 
Strentzel-22 
Strzelewicz(see Savage) 
Suckon- 18 
Szalewski-4 
Szapiewski-43 
Szimanski-23 
Temska-21 
Theno - 12 
Thornsdon-14 
Thomas -1 2 
Tokarski-4 
Tormiczik-22 
Trinski-13 
Trzecinski-6 
Trzinski-13 
Tschida-10 
Turzinski-13 
Tuszkowski-15 
VanderKay-8 
Verdon-16 
Viertel-7 
Waiten-21 
Wanta-7,8,9 
Webb-11 
Weltzersz-21 
Werachowski-54 
Werra-9 
Wesierska-23 





AFTERWORDS 

(bliscellaneus Research Items) 

COAT OF AFNS 

The Koziczkowski name is l i s t e d  among the  noble families of the  Polish- 
Lithuanian Conunonwealth. There a r e  two reference sources: 

Ksiega Herbowa Herbarz Polski 
Rodow H. Stupnicki 
Polskich, * 929.6 
Ostrowski Vo1.2 H.53 p.58 
Reprinted 1903 

The descr ipt ion of  the  a m  is a s  follows: 
Koziczkowski - W polu srebrnem - t r z y  p iec io l i s tne  roze czerwone jedna i dwie, 

z jednej golazki o trzech odnogoch zlescine Nod Helmen W Koronie 
t r z y  piora  s t r u s i e  
- In the  sh ie ld  there  a r e  th ree  roses with stems coming together 
a t  the  bottom, each stem has four leaves, and i n  the  crown above 
the  helmet there  a r e  three o s t r i ch  feathers .  (This crest is used 
only by the house of Koziczkowski in Prussia.) 

CORRESPONDENCE TO KRAKOW UNIVERSITY 29 August 1980 

In reply t o  your enquiry o f  July 18th we s h a l l  inform you, 
that  the name of MicheZ K o s y o fi k o w 8 k i don't e x i s t  i n  
~ t u d e a t ' a  oatalo&ue o f  Bbo Jagiel lonian Unlrsrslty from years l828/2+ 
1835/56. 

UNIWERSYTET JAGIELLO~JSKI Dlreo tor  of  the Jagie l l .  University 
A R C H I W U M  

K R A K O W ,  U L I C A  
T R .  366-45 

---C 
Prof .dr 

KOZIKOWO BIRTHS 
(taken from LDS. Church f i l m s  of Kozickowo, Prussia) 

To the Noble s tan is laus  Koziczkowski and Anna thme 
Marianna born March 18, 1668 
Catharina born November 24,  1668 

To the Nobel Benedict Koziczkowski and Catherina 
Theresa born December 21 ,  1681 
Laurence born November 5, 1684 

To the Nobel Adam Koziczkowski and Sophie 
Michael Anton born September 1 4 ,  1749 
Adam John born November 23, 1759 
Johannes Laurence born uJne 5 ,  1762 
Marianna born April 1 2 ,  1766 

To the noble .Johannes Koziczkowski and Anna (from Borentowskas) 
Francis born September 8 ,  1761 
Andrew born October 29, 1763 

To the Noble Andrew Koziczkowski and Theresa 
Marian Josephine born March 114, 1777 

To Adam ~ozicikowski  and Anna Reskovi 
Joseph born March 5, 1809 ' - 70- 


