NEAR BEING A LYNCHING











KEY WEST WILL TRY ITS ACCUSED MURDERERS IN ITS OWN COURTS!








JUDGE MITCHELL FORCED TO YIELD











ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATED CASES IN THE STATE’S HISTORY











A Jury Will Probably Be Secured by Saturday





FORT MYERS, Fla. March 7, 1895 — 	The celebrated Garcia murder case is to be tried here on change of venue from Key West.  A special venire of seventy-five names for jurors was ordered on the 4th inst. Court adjourned waiting the return of the sheriff.  A jury will probably be impaneled and the trial commence on the 9th inst.  All cases on the docket have been continued to give time for the Garcia case.


	The Prisoners were brought by schooner from Key West.  There is also a schooner load of witnesses.  Nearly all of the witnesses and the three defendants are Cubans.  The state is represented in this trial by Senator Thomas Palmer, Mr. E. O. Locke, and Mr. Hendry; the defense by Mr. Pettingill, Mr. Horn and Hon. Robert W. Davis.  Formerly Mr. Jeff B. Browne was for the defense, but he could not be present this time and he secured Mr. Davis to take his place.


	This is probably the most celebrated murder case that has occurred in the state for years.  It is an assassination back of which there is a weird story.  This assassination is supposed to have occurred on the 9th of May, 1891.  The body of the murdered man was discovered the following morning, Sunday, on the outskirts of the city of Key West, near the South Beach.  Jima Mira the murdered man, was found with his throat cut from ear to ear.  A coroner’s jury was impaneled and gave a verdict that the deceased came to his death at the hands of unknown persons


	The only paper in the city at that time, the Equator-Democrat, was not satisfied with the verdict and spoke in no uncertain terms in regard to the case.  The prominent citizens of the town became excited, and an investigation was demanded.  What gave currency to the charges of the Equator-Democrat were several anonymous letters written to that paper, which went on to say that an assassination had been committed, gave an account of the crime and pointed out the men.  These the paper turned over to the officer of the law and to the clue that they furnished other important links were soon added, and the three men namely, Emilio Garcia, Jose Rodrigues and Camilo Sans with others, were arrested and lodged in jail.


	On the first trial they were convicted of murder in the first degree, but were granted a new trial on a technicality.  The second time they were tried eleven jurymen stood for conviction and one against.  Last May they were again tried in Key West for the same offense.  The jury in the case was unanimous in favor of their conviction, and brought in a verdict of murder int he first degree with a recommendation to the mercy of the court.  





This article was retyped for genealogical purposes by Cheryl A. Sanchez-Sivers and is an exact replica of the article in the Florida Times-Union.











