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MEN ALL SHOULD KNOW

WILLIAM HENRY BAECHTEL
Vice-President and Cashler of Bank of Willits

W. H. Baechtel is a native of Wil 3~ -

lits, having been born one mile south
of here at the old Baechtel ranch on
the Redwood Highway, March 26, 1866,

Mr. Baechtel’s f{ather came [rom
Maryland to Californla In the yea
1856 and settled In Mendocino county

Will Baechtel has lived practically.
his whole lile In the vicinity of Wll-
lits, he, with hls two brothers, Gardon
and Luther, having recelved his early
education. at the old school house
whioch once stood near the Little
Lake ocemetery not far distant from
the—old- Bawyer home.- -

In 1884 Mr. Baechtel entered the
old Laytoo Springs College, which is
located. half way between Healls
bung and Geyserville. In 1886 he com-
pleted the prescribed coursa, having
done four years’ work In less than
three years. He then returned to
Willits,

At that time Mr. Baechtel states
that there was very little of the mod-
ern Willite. There were three stures,
a merchandise establishment wlich
was located where the Willlts Nows
now stands, one where the
Irvine & Mulr store stands, avd the
other on the vacant lot opposite the
Toggery. All of these bulldings were
destroyed later,

The town had Its saloons,
tered here and there. One wis near
the stand of Frank Corbell's

e r

presont

too, sral

place,

another where Geo. Thom's place is
located and a third across from ihe
present Willits News office. These

were the main attractions for the
mountalneers who came to lown every
week-end. In those days, according
to Mr. l}aechte], many men held the
impression that the moce
one could show in the salonn
the more property he could destiroy

on Saturday nlght, the more he wns |

to be respected. Thiz was tIrue
mostly of the ranchers and the moun
taineers. It was only a litile demor-
stration of manhood for a “busier” 10
ride his horse Into the saloon {hronsh
the front door, remaln as long as he
wished, then ride out.
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In 1887, Mr. Baechtel went to San
TRalael, where he remained until
(fhe following year, at which tlme
he returned to Willits, He enterad'
the employment of the then Irvine
& Muir Co,, in which his facther, S8am
Bacchtel, held an Interest. A short
time later the Paechtels bought the
Mulr Interest In the store and con-
ducted the business under the name
of Standard Commerelal Co.

In 1896 the store was sold to Ir-
vine, but Mr, Baechtel continued to
Wotc with ' Irvine, -stratghtening the

books, etc., until 1898.
At this time Will Baechtel, along
with his brother Luther, and Wil

Felton, caught the "Klondike fever.”
The three left for Alaska the same
year, remaining there untll 1899,

In 1901 the Baechtel brothers
leased the Eden Valley ranch which
they held until 1903,

On May 2, 1904, the Bank of Wil
Iitg opened its doors for businesa with
Will Daechtel as cashier and treas-
urer of that Institution. He became
secretary of the organization In the
vear 1910 and vice-president a ehort

time ago.
Mr. Baechtel was town lreasurer
for a number of years, Mls cther

responsibilities, however, wer: so in-
creased later that he was forced to
resign.

AL the present _time he ls viee-
presldent of the First National Bank
of Willits.

Mr. Baechtel is one of the for:most
men of the town, alwavas asslsting
in pushing our community along at
| every opportunity. He is a man
whose whole soul and interest have
been centered here, and he is loved
and respected by all who know hlm.l

Mr. Baechtel states that during the|
many years which he has spent In
Mendocino county he has taken every
opportunity to enjoy the good hunting
and fishing which our county affords,
but in all these years he has not
been able to land just the right sort
of "Deer.”
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