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highest authority, s proofs of the divine power, and immaculate holi-
ness, of the Church of Rome,

Who can say, in view of this, that popery has improved with the
refinement of the world?  Whe can say that souls are not sg BUper=
stitious or as easiy deceived as in the twellth century?  And who
that deserves the name of a Protestant, cannot feel a compassionate in-
terest in such deluded men?
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239 FRESH AND CRUEL PERSECTUTIONS IN MADEIRA.

The office or prayers used at the celebration of the eucharist is
called, in the Church of Rome, by the name of mass. As the mass is
regarded by the Roman Catholics as a representation of the passion of
our blessed Saviour, so every action of the officiating priest and every
part of the service is supposed to allude to the panticular circumstances
of his passion and death.

The general division of masses consists of high and low. High
mass is that sung by the choristers, and ecelebrated with the assistance
of & deacon and sub-deacon ; low mass is that in which the prayers are
harely rehearsed without singing,

The superstitions regard in which the conseerated clements are beld
by the Roman Catholies appears from the following narration of one
who had hinsell been a priest among them: ©1g " says hie, thoe
sacrament 1o a lady, who had on that day uit of new clothes, ¢
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him to bow down and worship, then, strikes him until the bleod flows -

down upon the garments of the man of God, - This iz in 1846 1]
See the mob in full puvsuit of the fugitives from the house of prayer,
One godly man is arrested. What is his erime?  He has read the word

of God, end ia resolved to laave the superstitions of the Church of Rome, -

Thiz is hiz only crime. He has simply obeved fwo commandments of
.(iod, which he could not disobey only at the peril of hissoul: 1.¢ Search
the Scriptures;” 2. % Come out of her, my people.” .

What Is kis punishment? It is desth on the spot, without judge or
jury.  The unhallowed feat of men crush his bones in the m:.mmﬂ," and
he sinks in death.  His last praver goes up to God for his murderers.
This iz in 1846 11!
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240 PIESH AND CEVEL FRRSECUTIONS IN MADEIRA.

that i Bibles and tracts, incendiary lettars, and heretical preaching
agninst Mother Rome, has done all the mischisf. Howover, thanks be
to God, we have a good many souls here who know .mw._ the truth o:. the
subject, and know by sad experience that the opposition of the Priests
of Rome to Bible truth and evangelical presching, Is the sole cause of
our barbarous persecutions. We have thus far been wonderfully sus-
tained. Some of the most foeble of the flock have thus far held cﬁ.vmwona
our faith or expectation.  The Priests have left no stone unturned in order
to cause the feeble 1o stumble and return o idolatry. ME the Lord
Jesus, the good Shepherd, has according to his promise carried the lambs
in his bosom and the trembling sheep on his shoulders, 5o that Rome
has been lsiled completely in all her atlemipts o ruin our souls, ﬁwm
are a geattered flock, some are in prison, others have hid themselves in
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expoung: the: bleesed word, Tears of gratitude wers rolling down the
cheeks of the converts while the preacher was explaining the great
mystery of God’s love 1o sinners, . .
Wilien the sermon was sbout half through,  noise was heard out.
side, but the preacher, trusting in the Lord, went on exborting ail to
prepare for death, and to prefer death to apostney. All shouted, Amen
snd Amen. As soon as the people began to walk out of the house to
find their homes, they met the mob headed by a Cunon Priest, by the
name of Fryingpan (Frigidina). The priest camo up to the cospel
preacher, Arcenio, and holding a crucifix before his face, said to him
Villain deceiver, here is your Gad, bow to him and worship the Lord,
Arcenio replied : The Lord Gad | love and worship is invisible, | do nat
worship wood and stone any more. At this sayiog the priest struck
him several blows uatil the blood ran down his clothing, but he offered
ne resistance, ook all patiently like a lamb, At the same time the infu.
riated mob ran afler those who wore gaing from the meeling ; most all
succeeded in gett

g awny excepl one of our most uselfyl brethren,  In
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they stamped upon him until they brele most all his ribs, and in o fow
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convert their souls. 7T
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242 70 SUBSCRIBERS OF THE AMERICAN AND NATIONATL PROTESTANT.

by laboring with their own hands.® Our love to your brothers and
family, Write by the return of the first Portuguese v:m. :
Pray much for us, With the highest esteem, your friend,

N. B. Several of our brethren are embarking for the English Tsland
of Trinidad.

O THF SURSCRIBERS OF THE b?mmw‘ﬂmﬁr?. AND OF THE
NATIONAL PROTESTANTY
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of that worl, respecting the American Protestant.  If you aceredit their
testimony, which is surely worthy of all confidence in this case, you
will not suffer loss by the excBange.  The reasons they assign for the
discontinnance of the National Protestant, and for the union of two
publications in one, are such as you will doubtleas apprave, As they
have given us so kind and 20 favorable an inteaduction to you, we hope
to have the pleasurs of making our monthly visits to your families. - We
shall bring with us a variety of intelligence. We will toll you of the
doings of Rome in the world, aud especially in our cwn country.  Wa
will expose tha sophistry, the cunning, and tho plans of wily Jesuits.
While this is done in faithfulness to the best interests of cur own beloved
tand, it will be done in t

» gpivit of kindiess towards the millions among
us who are under the delusions of the Papacy.
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