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Who Was Our Immigrant Ancestor?

E HAVE so far traced our
ancestry back t®aniel
Burricker (died 1801) and

his 13 children, one of whom was
Henry. The 1870 census for
Crawfordsville, Indiana says Henry’s
parents were foreign born. If that is
accurate, it would mean that Daniel
was born in Europe, but which country
was it? Crossing the Atlantic and
finding our ancestral home country is
the next major obstacle ahead of us.

The earliest records we have so far are
from the works of Rupp and
Strassburger. The book by Prof. I.
Daniel Rupp is entitled Collection of
upwards of Thirty Thousand Names of
German, Swiss, Dutch, French and
other Immigrants in Pennsylvania
From 1727 to 1776 et©n page 149 is
the following entry:

“On Oct. 17, 1741. Palatines imported
in the ship Molly, Thos. Oliver,
Commander, from Rotterdam, last
from Deal [England].

Joseph Hobian
Michael Miller
Martin Giese
Michael Boracker”
[Etc.]

The Rupp lists were revised by Ralph
Beaver Strassburger, edited by John
Hinke and published d&3ennsylvania
German Pioneers 1934 by the
Pennsylvania German Society. The
Genealogical Publishing Company

reprinted it in 1966 and 1975. Vol. I, p.
310 says:

“(List 87A) A list of all the men from
16 years and upwards. On board the
ship Molley, Thomas Olive, Master.
(Qualified October 16, 1741.)” On the
list is “Michal Broke, age 28".

Page 312: “(List 87C) At the
Courthouse Philadelphia, Oct."17
1741. Present: William Allen and
Samuel Hasel, Esquire. The Palatines
whose names are underwritten,
imported in the ship Molly, Thomas
Ollive, Commander from Roterdam,
but last from Deal, did this day take the
Oaths to the Government, VIZ". On
this list is:Michael (X) Borocker.

From the above records, we find that a
Michael Borocker, age 28 (born about
1713) and illiterate since he signed
with an “X”, left Holland in 1741. But
it appears that he was originally from
the Palatine or Rhineland area of
Germany. Or was he from Moravia or
Bohemia and merely travelling with
the Palatines? And is there any
connection betweeNMichael

Borocker andDaniel Burricker ?

[Note written in December 2007A
land record dated 1749 was found in
2006 and reported in Newsletter
Number 33. On the I2October 250
acres of land on the great Hawksbill
belonging to Frederick Summa of
Augusta was signed over ktichael
Porucker. The warrant was dated 29
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September 1749 and the land was
surveyed by John Bayliss on thé".2
October 1749. This was eight years
after Michael Boracker arrived in
Pennsylvania on the ship Molly.]

The next record we have is from the
Northern Neck Grants Book M, p. 196
— 5 October 1763: Thomas Lord
Fairfax, etc., grantslichael Porucker
of Frederick Co. VA 250 acres on the
Great Hawksbill bounded as by a
survey made by Mr. John Bailey —
adjoining Comer’s patent land in the
low grounds of Baker’'s Run — on the
south side of the Hawksbill — Land rent
is one shilling sterling for each 50
acres.

Before 1800, the family name was
spelled with a “P”. StricklerA Short
History of Page County, Virginig.

95) says that “P” and “B” were often
used interchangeably, thus: Pixler and
Bixler, Piedler and Biedler, Porocker
and Borocker.

Frederick Co. Va. Deed Book 10, p.
471 — 3 June 176BMichael Porucker
andEve his wife sell 50 acres of his
250 to Philip Summers for 5 shillings.
It is on the north side of Baker’'s Run
and adjoins Conrad Rick and is part of
land deeded tBorucker 5 Oct. 1763.

Is it only a coincidence th&aniel
Porucker/Burricker named two of his
children Michael and Eve? Or did he
name them after his father and mother?

Harry M. Strickler mentions the next
record we have. He says there is a
collection of papers in the Richmond
State Library entitledTyman Williams
Papers — Dunmore County Papers,
1775-76; Shenandoah County Papers,
1812-1814They contain a
subscription list of some kind that
probably was connected with the war
effort since it is dated May 23, 1775.
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The battle of Lexington was fought on
April 19, 1775 and the citizens
probably heard the shot around the
world. The whole document was
written in German and translated by E.
D. Herzberg of Luray. At the bottom of
a list of 17 names igMlichael

Burocker” (Strickler, A Short History
of Page County, Viriginiap. 391).

Other Land Deeds

Northern Neck Grants Book Q, p. 160
— T* July 1777: The Right Hon.
Thomas Lord Fairfax, Baron of
Cameron in that part of Great Britain
called Scotland, Proprietor of the
Northern Neck of Virginia, grants
Daniel Porucker of Dunmore County
a tract of waste and ungranted land on
both sides of the Great Hawksbill
bounded as by a survey made by
Richard Rigg — it starts on the south
side of the Hawksbill — corner to
Michael Comer an#lichael

Porucker — on north side of the Piney
Mountain — in John Crum’s line —
cross’'d the Great Hawksbill — to
Crum’s corner irPorucker’s line —

206 acres.

The survey of this land is given on
page 3. It is next to the land belonging
to Michael Porucker.

Page 119 — 25 Nov. 177Baniel and
Elizabeth Porucker sell 206 acres to
Christopher Comer that was granted on
1 July 1777. But they still had other
land as later records show. Did they
inherit the land belonging tdichael
Porucker?

According to the land tax lists for
Shenandoah Countianiel Porocker
had 150 acres in 1782. He had an
additional 50 acres in 1790. In 1801
Daniel Porocker’s heirs were taxed on
200 acres. His wife Elizabeth and the
names of his 13 children were given in
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Deed Book V, p. 675 dated 27 May 1815 (see Neweslditimber 4 and Chart 1).

“Daniel Boraker” is listed inHeads of Families — Virginia, 178 the head of 8
whites in Shenandoah County. In the 1785 taxhistis head of 6 whites.

Can anyone add further information for this pet@tween 1741 and 18007
Was Michael the father or brother of Daniel?
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