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The Almond Mystery 
 

 
 HO was the father of Mann ALMOND?  This is one of the puzzles that have 
cropped up during my recent research.  Those readers who live in Page County, 
Virginia may know the answer or can easily find it.  But my main source of 

information is the book; A Short History of Page County, Virginia by Harry M. Strickler and 
it contains some conflicting statement about the ALMOND family.  Here’s the evidence for 
you to judge for yourself. 
 
First Statement:  About the five children of Joseph ROADS II, born 1761, “4. Susan m. Wm. 
Almond, son of Edward, Sr. in 1813.  5. Barbara, m. Edward Almond, Jr., son of Edward Sr.” 
(p. 75). 
 
Second Statement:  In the settlement of Joseph ROADS II estate, disbursements were made, 
“To Edward Almond, his wife’s Barbara’s share…. To William R. Almond, his wife 
Susanna’a share”  (p. 76). 
 
Third Statement:  “There were three Almond brothers, all merchants: Edward, Jr., William 
and Mann, sons of Edward Almond, Sr.” (p.76). 
 
Fourth Statement:  “Edward Almond, b. May 27, 1781, d. Nov. 24, 1856, aged 65y, 5m., 
28d…. Barbara, wife of Edward Almond, b. Mar. 7, 1794, d. May 6, 1862, age 68y, 1m., 
30d.” (p.79). 
 
Fifth Statement:  “Mann Almond further recites that his father, William R. Almond, (Sr.), 
came to Page in 1796 from Culpeper” (p. 364, from an article in the Page Courier published 
in 1877. 
 
What is your conclusion?  Either the father of Mann Almond is Edward Almond (Sr.) or 
William R. Almond (Sr.).  I think Mann knew his own father’s name and would accept his 
account above the others if that statement was accurate.  Mann and William R. Almond (Jr.) 
were undoubtedly brothers and Edward (Jr.) was probably a cousin since William R. Almond 
(Sr.) and Edward Almond (Sr.) were probably brothers.  See Chart 2 on page 2 that shows the 
relationship between the ALMOND, ROADS, BURACKER and GROVE families that 
dominated the early history of Luray, Virginia.  I would appreciate receiving corrections or 
comments from readers.  Here are more puzzles: 
 
    LDS Record   Cemetery Record  
 
Samuel A. BURACKER b. 20 Sep 1815   b. 30 Sep 1815 (tombstone) 
    d. 17 Apr 1892   d. 15 Apr 1892 (tombstone) 
 
Caroline R. BURACKER b. 12 Oct 1820   b. 13 Oct 1820 (tombstone) 
    d. 22 Dec 1893  (on tombstone) d. 22 Dec 1899 
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