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The Boroker/Boraker Families from Indiana

FTER having two sons, Daniel

Lydia (Boroker) Harsh
A and William, Henry and Mary
Ann Boroker had seven

daughters. The fifth one was Lydia
who was born about 1831 in
Champaign County, Ohio. She married
Abraham/Abram Harshbarger on

April 12, 1855 in Montgomery County,
IN (Bk. 4, page 306)}e was the son of

Isaac and Sarah (Crouch) Harshbarger
and grandson of Christian Harshbarger II.

Newsletter 32 said the Boraker and
Harshbarger families of Indiana are
related because of three marriages. The
two other marriages were: Christian
Harshbarger Il to Susanmairocker

on 10 July 1803 in Shenandoah Co.,
PVA. Henry Boroker and wife Mary

Ann (Barton) were in Indiana by 1840
and their daughtdtva married
Christopher Harshbarger, son of

barger 1831-1864

Dec. 16, 1902 in Montgomery Co.,
Ind.; buried in Liberty Cemetery,
Montgomery Co., Ind. On April 12,
1855 he married LYDIA BORAKER

in Montgomery Co., Indiana. Lydia
was born on 1831 in Champaign Co.,
Ohio the seventh child of Henry
Burailker and Mary Anna Barton, both
natives of Virginia. She was the niece
of Susanna Buroker Harshbarger, wife
of Christian Harshbarger Il and the
mother of Isaac Harshbarger,
Abraham’s father. Lydia died March 7,
1864 in Montgomery Co., Indiana and
was buried in Harshbarger Cemetery,
North Union Township, Montgomery
Co., Indiana” (page 52).

The following details about Abram and
Lydia Harshbarger were given in the
book, Portrait & Biographical Records

Christian 1l and Susanna. Eva and
Christopher were therefore cousins.
Abram Harshbarger was Christopher’s
nephew and Lydia’s second cousin.
Chart 10 on page 6 shows those
relationships.

A book about the Harshbargers was
published in 1983 entitled@ur
Harshbarger Family From Christian |
to Meby Ralph R and Wilma R.
Harshbarger. It says the following:

“ABRAHAM HARSHBARGER a
farmer, was born May 4, 1832 in
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of Montgomery, Parke & Fountain
Counties, Indianapublished by
Chapman Brothers, Chicago, 1893:

Photo submitted by Wilma Harshbarger

“ABRAM HARSHBARGER, who is a
worthy representative of the
Harshbarger family that has played
such an important part in the
upbuilding of Montgomery County
since the early days of its settlement, is
a prominent and prosperous farmer of
North Union Township, where he has a
well-equipped and well-stocked farm,
located on Section 3. Our subject is
native of Union Township, born in one
of its pioneer homes May 4, 1832....

“Abraham Harshbarger was reared
under wholesome home influences,
and was educated in the schools of his
native township. He remained an
inmate of the paternal household until
he was twenty-two, assisting his father
in the care of his farm. He was married
in 1856 [1855] to Miss Lydia Booker
[Boroker], a daughter of Henry Booker
[Boroker[, a farmer of Union

Township, and after marriage he
resided on the hold home place eight or
nine years, and then settled upon the
farm upon which is now living. It
comprises three hundred and fifty acres
of choice land, which is in a good state
of cultivation, and its improvements

are of a high order, a neat and well-
built residence, which was erected in
1880, adorning the place, and there are
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commodious barns and other out-
buildings....

“In 1866 death shadowed the pleasant
home of our subject and removed the
beloved wife and mother, whose
helpful hands had aided in molding the
fortunes of her husband and was
tenderly guiding their children to

useful and happy lives. Of these
children, but one survives, Charles H.,
who lives on and operates his father’s
farm. He married Annie, daughter of
David and Miranda Cowan. Her father
is dead. Her mother still lives in Union
Township. The other children of our
subject were Sarah Ann, who died
when a young lady; Elizabeth, who
married Frank Pittinger, and died at the
age of thirty-one, and Daniel, the
youngest, who died at the age of
twenty-five” (page 562).

The entire article can be seen on the
Indiana GenWeb Project, Copyright
1997-2007, for Montgomery County
(http://ingenweb.org/inmontgomery

Census Records

The 1850 censusr Union Township,
Montgomery County, Indiana gives the
following:

Boroker, Henry, age 57, born VA
Mary A., age 50, born VA
R’nelly, age 21, born OH
Lydia, age 19, born OH Abt.
1831
Mary A., age 17, born OH
Elizabeth, age 16, born OH

Harshbarger, Isaac,age 44, born OH
Sally, age 47, born OH
Christopher, age 19, born IN
Abram, age 18, born IN
James, age 15, born IN
Susan, age 15, born IN
Elizabeth, age 5, born IN
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The 1860 censusr Union Twp.,

Montgomery Co. IN

Abram Harshbarger, age 26born IN
Lydia, age 27, born OH
Sarah A., age 3, born IN
Mary E., age 1, born IN

The 1870 censusr Union Twp.,

Montgomery Co. IN

Abram Harshbarger, age 37, born IN
Sarah, age 63, born OH
Sarah, age 13, born IN
Elizabeth, age 10, born IN
Chas, age 8, born IN
Danl, age 6, born IN

Note: After Lydia died, Abram’s

mother Sarah/Sally (Crouch) moved in
to care for the children. In 1878,
Lydia’s father, Henry Boroker,
provided a share of his estate that was
paid to “Abraham Harshbarger,
guardian of Sarah A., Mary E., Charles
H. and Daniel V. Harshbarger for their
distribution share, $135.19”
(Newsletter 21, page 2).

The 1880 censusr Union Twp.,

Montgomery Co., IN

Abram Hashbarger, age 46, born IN
Sarah A., age 23, born IN
Mary E., age 21, born IN
Charles H., age 18, born IN
Daniel V., age 16, born IN
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The 1900 censusr Union, Twp.,

Montgomery Co., IN

Charles Harshbarger,age 38, b. IN
Annie A., age 27, born IN
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Grover, age 7, born IN
May, age 2, born IN
Leay S., age 1, born IN
Abram, age 69, born IN

More About the Children and
Grandchildren of Lydia and Abram
Harshbarger

Sarah Ann Harshbargemwas born on
November 17, 1857 in Montgomery
County. She died on December 1, 1881
and was buried in Liberty Cemetery,
Montgomery County.

Mary Elizabeth Harshbargewas

born on January 17, 1859 in
Montgomery County. She died on
January 15, 1891 and was also buried
in Liberty Cemetery. She married
Frank Pittenger on February 16, 1886
in Montgomery County. Frank was
born on April 15, 1863 at Elmdale,
Montgomery County as the son of
Nicolas Pittenger and Lavilla Hayes.
He died on February 27, 1938 in
Montgomery County and was buried in
Oakhill Cemetery, Crawfordsuville.

Frank’s second wife wadary Jane
Skaggs His first wife, Mary Elizabeth,
had two childrenWilliam Alvin
Pittenger, a former Congressmawho
marriedPhoebe Ann BellandWalter
O. Pittenger.

The 1900 censusr Coal Creek Twp.,

Montgomery Co., IN:

Frank Pittenger, age 37, born in
Mary J., age 34, born in IN
William M., age 13, born in IN
Walter O., age 11, bornin IN

Note: Frank Pittenger’s first wife was
Mary Elizabeth Harshbarger. “Mary
J.” is referring to his second wife.

Charles H. Harshbargemwas born on
August 22, 1861 in Montgomery
County. He died on June 20, 1936 in
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Montgomery County and was buried in Lloyd A., age 10, born IN
Liberty Cemetery. On October 1, 1891 Charles R., age 4, born IN
Charles married\nna Belle Cowan. Lester, age 17, born IN, a
She was born on June 26, 1872 as the cousin

daughter of David R. Cowan and
Miranda Williams. Anna Belle died in The 1920 censusr Union Twp.,

1950 at Louisville, Jefferson County, Montgomery Co., IN:

Kentucky and was buried in Liberty Leland Olin, age 23, born IN

Cemetery, Montgomery Co., IN. May, age 22, born IN

Charles was a farmer, livestock Helen, age 2 1/12, born IN

breeder and trader. Harold, age 8/12, born IN
From Family Histories Montgomery County Charles Harbarger, age 58, born IN

Indiana, 1823-1928, page 186 Anna age 47. born IN

Loyd, age 20, born IN
Chas R., age 14, born IN
Ethel, age 8, born IN

The 1930 censusr Union Twp.,
Montgomery Co., IN:
Grover Harshbarger, age 37, born IN
Marie, age 25, born IN
Waien [Warren L.], agell,
born IN
Richard, age 4 8/12, born IN

Charles and Anna Belle Harshbarger

had the following five children: The 1930 censuisr Franklin Twp.,
Grover Lee Harshbargerwho Montgomery Co., IN:
marriedDessie Marie Copeon Ralph Harshbarger, age 24, born IN
December 12, 1917 in Montgomery Ruth, age 22, born IN
County,Lydia Mae Harshbarger Lois, age 3/12, born IN

who married_eland Eugene Olinon
June 28, 1917 in Montgomery County, Daniel V. Harshbargemwas the

Lloyd Abram Harshbarger who youngest child born to Abram and
marriedOpal McCullum on February Lydia. According to the death records
7, 1923 in Montgomery County, at INGenWeb, Montgomery County,
Charles Ralph Harshbargerwho he was born December 23, 1863 in
marriedRuth Camella Johnsonoq Montgomery County, Indiana. He died
September 11, 1926 akdhel Marie on January 17, 1891 and was buried in
Harshbarger who marriededward Liberty Cemetery, North Union
Charles Pattonon June 18, 1932 in Township in Montgomery County.
Montgomery County. Since his mother Lydia died in April
) 1864 according to her gravestone, his

The 1910 censusr Union Twp., birth may have caused some
Montgomery Co., IN complications that resulted in an early
Charles H. Harshberger,age 48, death.
born IN

Anna B., age 37, born IN See Chart 24 on page 5 in order to see

Grover L., age 16, born IN the descendants of Abraham and Lydia

Lydia M., age 12, born IN (Boroker) Harshbarger.
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A Puzzle to Solve

From llustrated Historical Atlas of
Lydia Harshbarger’s death was in 1864 Montgomery County Indiana, 1878

according to her gravestone that says, “A. Harshbarger” land is at top left hand

“Lydia Wife of Abram Harshbarger corner near 500 North — 400 West. It is

Died Marcy 7. 1864 Aged 35 years” directly north of “D. Boraker” land at the
’ bottom.

(see photo on page 1). Subtracting 35
from 1864 gives her birth in 1829, but
that doesn’t agree with the 1850 census
when she was age 19.

The bio for Abram Harshbarger on
page 2 said Lydia died in 1866. That
would be 35 years after 1831 and in
agreement with the 1850 census. But
the death date of 1864 on Lydia’s
gravestone should be accepted until
more evidence is found. As Karen
Zach said, “I take tombstones always
over census records as they are created
by loved ones. Census people rarely
cared.” Karen is the coordinator of the
Montgomery County website at
INGenWeb and has been very helpful
in providing information for this
newsletter.
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