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The Boroker/Boraker Families from Indiana

Ellen/Nelly (Boraker) Albertson 1829-1879?

HOEVER heard of the name

“R’nelly”? And yet that is the

way it appears in the 1850
census. It obviously should be “Nelly”

-- a nickname for Ellen.

Henry and Mary Ann Boroker had
seven daughters. The fourth one was
Nelly or Ellen who was born about
1829 in Champaign County, Ohio.
Various records prove that Nelly or
Ellen was their daughter. Both names
are used in the records.

For example, a marriage license dated
January 15, 1856 authorizes the
marriage oWilliam Albertson and
Nelly Boraker. They were actually
married on January 17, 185&/lliam
Boraker, Nelly's brother, applied for
the marriage license (Book 5, “Early
Montgomery County Marriage
Consents, 1856” provided by the
Montgomery County Historical
Society and Crawfordsville District
Public Library).

In Henry Boroker’s estate that was
probated in 1878 (see Newsletter 21),
Ellen Albertson was one of nine
children and heirs to receive the share
amounting to $135.19.

Census Records
The 1850 censusr Union Township,

Montgomery County, Indiana gives the
following:

Boroker, Henry, age 57, born in VA
Mary A. (Barton), age 50, born
in VA
R’nelly, age 21, born in OH
Lydia, age 19, born in OH
Mary A., age 17, born in OH
Elizabeth, age 16, born in OH

The 1860 censusr Union Township,

Montgomery County, Indiana:

Ellen Albertson, age 35, born in OH
Mary E., age 2, born IN

Note: On the same page are: Henry and

Mary A. Boraker, George and

Elizabeth Mingus.

The 1870 censUsOR Union

Township, Montgomery County,

Indiana:

Ellen Alberson, age 40, born in OH
Mary, age 11, born IN

Note: Ellen and Mary Ellen Albertson

were living with theJohn and Mary

Mount family at the time..

Ellen’s brother Daniel Boraker and
wife Nancy's letter dated February 13,
1878 said, “Ele [Ely] Mount and Mary
live in Crawfordsville.Nelly is living
with them andviary Ellen, her only
child is dead and she is very lonely”
(Newsletter No. 19). Neither
Ellen/Nelly nor Mary Ellen is in the
1880 census.

Ellen’s husband William Albertson
disappeared from the 1860 census
since he tragically died in 1959 after
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only three years of marriage. His estate

went to probate and was administered
by Ellen’s brother, Daniel Boraker
(Index To Probate Records of
Montgomery County, Indiana; 1822-
1940. Ellen relinquished the
administration of her husband'’s estate
in favour of her brother. She signed
with an X since she could not write.

In the Probate Record, the inventory of
the estate lists 89 items including
household items, cattle, horses, grain
and corn. Twenty bushels of wheat
was valued as $19.00. One cow was
valued at $15.00. The total value of
the estate was $750.29.

After debts and obligations were paid,
$146.12 was left to distribute between
Ellen and her daughter Mary Ellen. On
October 1, 1862, the court paid $73.06
into trust for the “benefit of Mary Ellen
Albertson, a minor heir of the said
William Albertson.”

Payments from the estate were also
made to Henry Boraker ar@iver B.
Albertson. Oliver could be William
Albertson’s older brother since the
1850 census for Union Twp.,
Montgomery Co. gives the following:

Elizabeth Albertson, age 53
Oliver, age 23
William, age 21
Mary, age 17

If that is the right family, William’s
mother was named Elizabeth.

The “Guardians’ Docket” at the
Crawfordsville District Public Library
for July 29, 1865 namedaniel
Boroker as the guardian for Mary
Ellen Albertson who is the minor heir
of William Albertson deceasetienry
Boroker, Ellen’s father, was named
for surety. Mary Ellen would be about
six years old at that time. //
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William H. Buroker
Born February 1856

In Champaign County, Ohio, two boys
were born in February 1856 named
William H. Buroker . Is that possible
or just an unusual coincidence? Let’'s
look at the facts.

David Buroker, son of Martin and
Eleanor Griffith, marriedsarah

Jenkins on October 29,1843. They had
a son namewilliam H. Buroker who
was born on February 4, 1856 and died
on November 2, 1902 according to his
gravestone in the Rosehill/Buroker
Cemetery, Walla Walla County, WA.
He is buried next to David and Sarah
Buroker.

In the 1860 census for Davis County,
lowa, David and Sarah’s family is
wrongly listed under the surname
“Bunker.” William H. Bunker is age 4
and therefore born about 1856. The
family moved to Walla Walla,
Washington 1864 and William married
Ida May Gallagher in 1882.

David’s cousinJoseph Buroker,son

of Adam Buroker and Elizabeth Pence,
marriedCatherine Snappon March 2,
1845 in Champaign County, OH. Their
son namedVilliam H. Buroker is

said to have been born in February
1856. But what is the evidence for this
date and which day in February? Let's
look at the census records.

The 1860 census for St. Paris,
Champaign County, OH gives the
following:

Jos Buroker, age 38

Cath Buroker, age 32

E Buroker, age 16

Cath Buroker, age 14

E Buroker, age 12

W Buroker, age 10

M Buroker, age 8

E Buroker, age 1/12
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It is a pity that the census taker didn’t
make the effort to give full names. But
“W Buroker” is undoubtedly William

H. Buroker. At age 10, he was born
about 1850. In the 1870 census,
William Buroker is age 15 and
therefore born about 1855. In the 1880
census, William Buroker is age 22 and
therefore born about 1858. With these
variations, it is difficult to determine
his actual year of birth let alone the
month and day.

William H. Buroker, son of Joseph and
Catherine, marrie@cylista Jane
Looker in September 1880 (Denise
Kay Mahan Moore). We find them in
the 1900 census for Johnson Twp.,
Champaign Co., OH:

William Buroker, age 45, born
February 1865 OH

Selista Buroker, age 40, born October
1859 OH

Bessie Buroker, age 16, born
November 1883 OH

Nellie R. Buroker, age 13, born June
1886 OH

Hiram Buroker, age 6, born August
1893 OH

Harry V. Buroker, age 4, born June
1895 OH

Was William Buroker really born in
1865 or should it have been something
else? Look at the 1910 census for the
same area:

William H. Buroker , age 53 (born
about 1857)

Jennie Buroker, age 50

Hiram Buroker, age 17

Harry V. Buroker, age 14

The 1920 census for the same area:
William H. Buroker, age 62 (born
about 1858)

Celista J. Buroker, age 60

Hiram H. Buroker, age 27

Harry V. Buroker, age 24

Finally, the 1930 census says:
William H. Buroker, age 74 (born
about 1856)

Jane Buroker, age 70

Hiram Buroker, age 36

Bessie Armstrong, age 46

William and “Sylvesta J. Buroker”
were buried in the Spring Grove
Cemetery in Champaign County, OH.
Unfortunately, no dates are given on
the list. Some of their children were
also buried there.

Sandi Evilsizer-Kozak obtained the
death certificate that gives the birthdate
for William Henry Buroker as 21
February. He died on 18 April 1945 at
the age of 89 years, 1 month and 28
days. His son Harry Buroker was the
informant.

What we see is two men named
William H. Buroker who were born in
Champaign County, Ohio during
February 1856, but on different days.

They married different women. One
died in Ohio and the other in
Washington State. They were second
cousins as shown dbhart 23, page 4.
Having the same name and born during
the same month and year was certainly
an unusual coincidence.

Photo submitted by Sandi Evisizer Koscak
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