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The Boroker/Boraker Families from Indiana

Polly (Boroker) Ross 1825-1904

ENRY and Mary Ann Boroker

had seven daughters. The third

one wadsPolly who was born on
February 18, 1825 in Champaign

County, Ohio. Various records prove
that Polly was their daughter.

For example, in Henry Boroker’s
estate that was probated in 1878 (see
Newsletter 21), Polly Ross was one of
nine children and heirs to receive the
share amounting to $135.19. Polly’s
brother Daniel and wife Nancy’s letter
dated February 13, 1878 said, “John
Ross and Pop [for Polly] are living in
White county [after moving from
Montgomery County around 1869].
John is doing no good. Steve Ross
[John’s brother] lives in a place called
Brussel Ridge [or Bristle Ridge] and is
doing well and in the way of politics
runs Coal Creek Township”
(Newsletter No. 19

According tolndiana Marriages
(INGenWeb, Montgomery County),
Polly Boraker marriedohn Rosson
January 11, 1846. He was born on
April 8, 1824 in Ohio as the son of
Philip RossandCynthia Ann
Crouch. And here we have a

connection to the Boraker/Harshbarger

family since Cynthia’s sister was
Sarah Crouch who marriedsaac
Harshbarger. Their son Abraham
Harshbarger marrieldydia Boroker,
Polly’s sister and daughter of Henry

and Mary Ann Boroker (Newsletter 32
and Chart 10).

Both Philip and Cynthia Ross were
buried in the old Harshbarger cemetery
near Crawfordsville, Indiana. In 2003.
Lena Carlson saw the inscription on
the gravestone that said: “Philip Ross,
husband of Cintha Ross. Died Dec. 16,
1838.” He was killed at Yountsuville.
Henry and Mary Ann Boroker were
buried in the same cemetery.

There is another connection between
the Ross and Swank/Boraker families.
John Ross’s brothé#arrison Ross
married Nancy Clouse. Their daughter
Margaret J. Ross marridémes

William Swank. James and Margaret
had a son name@eorge Grover
Swankwho marriedCatherine

(“Katie”) Boraker, the daughter of

Polly (Boroker) Ross
Photo submitted by Ann Dimmitt
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William Elkana and Lydia (Cope)
Boraker. William Elkana Boraker, son
of Daniel and Nancy Boraker, was
Polly’s nephew.

John and Polly Ross had five daughters
and one son. All were born in Indiana,
five in Montgomery County. Their
names appear in the following census
records.

The 1850 censusr Union Twp.,

Montgomery Co., IN:

John Rossage 25, born IN (?)
Polly, age 25, born OH
Cynthia, age 3, born IN
Mary E., age 1, born IN

The 1860 censusr Coal Creek Twp.,

Montgomery Co. IN:

John Ross (“Sutton”),age 35, born

IN (?)
Mary [Polly?], age 24, born OH
Cynthia A., age 13, born IN
Mary E., age 11, born IN
George H., age 8, born IN
Sarah E., age 2, born IN

The 1870 censusr Cass Twp., White
Co., IN:
John Rossage 46, born OH
Polly, age 45, born OH
Mary E., age 21, born IN
George H., age 18, born IN
Sarah E., age 12, born IN
Florence S., age 10, born IN
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Gailen R., age 10, born IN
Bertha M., age 8, born IN
Charles M., age 5, born IN
Polly Ross, age 75, born OH
(mother-in-law)

John Ross doesn’t appear in this
census since he had died on February
27, 1893. Polly died on January 28,
1904 and is buried in Liberty
Township, White County.

More About John and Polly’s
Children and Grandchildren

Cynthia Ann Rosswvas born about
1847. All the children except Margaret
Alice were born in Montgomery
County, IN. Cynthia married

Philander McCloud on December 30,
1869 in White County, IN. He was
born about 1840 in Ohio.

Mary Ellen Rosswas born in
December 1848. She marriéodhn
Shellon November 23, 1871 in White
County, IN. They had the following
children: Lou/Lulu M. (Luella May on
marriage record) Shell who married
William C. Kenny in 1901, Anna
(“Annie”) J. Shell who marriedt.
McCauley in 1898, Estella F. Shell
who marriedHarry Bennett in 1895,
Dara _ElizabetlShell (twin) who
marriedArthur Halstead in 1905,
Joseph Shell (twin), Samuel Iv&mell
who married_ulu Condo in 1905,

Margaret A., age 8, born IN

The 1880 censusr Liberty Twp.,

White Co., IN:

John Rossage 56, born OH
Polly, age 55, born OH
Florence, age 18, born IN
Margaret, age 16, born IN

The 1900 censusr Liberty Twp.,

White Co., IN

Samuel C. Girton,age 39, born OH
Margaret A., age 37, born IN

Seated: Elizabeth Shell, John Shell, Dale Shell, Mary Ellen
(Ross) Shell. Standing: Estella (Shell) Bennett, Annie (Shell)
McCauley, Samuel lvan Shell, Margaret S. (Shell) Fox, Lulu
(Shell) McKinney. (From Ann Dimmitt.)
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Margaret Shell who marrietbhn M.
Fox in 1908 and Dale Shell who was a
veteran after serving in World War |.

George H. Rossvas born in August
1853 and died in 1918. He married
Nancy A. Gallowayon November 30,
1871 in White County, IN. Their
children were: Charles J. Ross,
Leonard J. Ross and Julia R. Ross.

Sarah E. Rossvas born on May 26,
1858. She marrieBamuel D. Sluyter

on April 7, 1878 in White County, IN.
His occupation in 1900 census was that
of a physician. They had two children,
one named Maggie R. Sluyter and a
son. The unnamed son had two
daughters: Virginia H. Sluyter and
Vivian Sluyter, called granddaughters”
in the 1900 census. Before that time
Samuel had marrie@eneva A.
Wooleyin 1882. Samuel and Geneva
“Slayter” had four children: Maggie

R., Gertrude A., Clay S. and Ray D.
Sluyter/Slayter. Samuel married a third
time in 1908 ta\ellie L. Wood.

Florence S. Ross
Photo submitted by Ann Dimmitt

Florence S. Rossvas born on
September 14, 1860. Shearried
Francis A. Luse who was born on
November 13, 1860. Their children
were Glenson Luse, Corliss Luse and
Orville Luse. Florence died on July 5,
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1918 and was buried in the Bedford
Cemetery in White County, IN. She
“was a member of the Cullen Creek
Christian church and was highly
respected in the neighbourhood where
she made her homeNpnticello
Herald-Journa) July 11, 1818).

Margaret A. Ross
Photo submitted by Ann Dimmitt

Margaret Alyce Rossvas born on July
4, 1862 in Tippecanoe County, IN
(Monticello Herald-Journal April 19,
1934). She marrieBamuel Carey
Girton on October 7, 1883 in White
County, IN. Margaret died on April 11,
1934 and Samuel died on October 2,
1943. They had the following children:
Mary Edith Girton who married

Robert G.Williams in 1907, Galen
Russell Girton who marrie8ylvia
Baker in 1909, Bertha May Girton
who marriedNoah Johnsonin 1912
and Charles Moorman Girton who
marriedEmma A. Bendixin 1914.

More Census Records

The 1880 censusr Liberty Twp.,

White Co., IN:

John Shell,age 35, born IN
Mary E., age 31, born IN
Lou M., age 8, born IN
Anna J., age 6, born IN
Estella, age 4, born IN
Elizabeth, age 1, born IN
Joseph, age 1, born IN
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The 1900 censudonticello Twp.,
White Co., IN:
John Shell,age 56, born IN
Mary E., age 51
Lulu, age 27
Lizzie, age 17
Maggie, age 16
Dale R., age 8

George Rossage 47, born IN
Nancy J., age 45
Charles T., age 15
Lenard J., age 12
JuliaR., age 7

The 1910 censusr Union Twp.,

White Co., IN:

John Shell,age 66, born IN
Mary E., age 62, born IN
Dale, age 19, born IN

Ivan Shell,age 27, born IN
Lulu, age 24, born IN
Howard, age 3, born IN
Morris, age 2, born IN
Mary K., age 10/12, born IN

The 1900 censusr Liberty Twp.,

White Co., IN:

Francis A. Luse,age 39, born IN
Florence S., age 39
Glenson, age 13
Corliss, age 10
Orville, age 1

The 1900 censusr Big Creek Twp.,
White Co., IN
Samuel D. “Slayter”, age 42, a
Physician born IN
Geneva A., age 40
Maggie R., age 31 (by first
wife Sarah)
Gertie A., age 16
Clay S., age 12
Ray D., age 4
Granddaughters:
Virginia H. Slayter, age 1
Vivian Slayter, age 2/12
Laura Woolley, age 25

(sister-in-law)
Lella R. Woolley, age 3
(niece)

The 1910 censusr Chalmers Ward 1,

White Co., IN:

Samuel D. Sluyter,age 52, b. IN
Nellie L., age 30, born VA
Gertrude A., age 25, born IN
Clay S., age 21, born IN
Ray K., age 14, born IN
Sarah Dibra, age 99, born OH
(grandmother, widowed)

The 1910 censusr Big Creek, White

Co., IN:

Samuel Girton, age 49, born OH
Marget A., age 47, born IN
Bertha M., age 18, born IN
Charles M., age 15, born IN

Other Information

Another brother of John Ross is
mentioned in the boolgamily
Histories, 1823-1988, Montgomery
County, Indian:“Mary Elizabeth
[Farley] born May 7, 1844
Montgomery County marriedames
Shelby Rossluly 16, 1865 in
Montgomery County. James was born
Apr. 28, 1838 in Montgomery County
to Philip and Cynthia Crouch Ross
who came overland from Ross Co.,
OH. Philip was murdered Dec. 16,
1838 at Yountsville, IN.

“James Ross, a farmer and soldier,
fought in the Civil War with the 72
Indiana Volunteers in Company E
(three years). On his return, he married
Mary E. Farley and settled in Coal
Creek Township. They removed to
White Co., IN a short period of time,
and then returned to their log cabin
near Bristle Ridge. Their children:
Boswell, Henry James, Rena, Cynthia
Ann, Stephen, Amanda Jane, Margaret
Ellen and Mary Elizabeth. Mary E.
Farley Ross died Feb. 19, 1912. James
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The Ross/Girton Family

Front Row: Charles Moorman Girton, Samuel Carey Girton, Margaret Alyce (Ross) Girton, Bertha Mae
Girton. Back Row: Galen Russell Girton and Mary Edith Girton. Photo submitted by Ann Dimmitt.

died July 8, 1913, both buried in
Oakland Cemetery....” (page 98,
“Boze and Related Families”
submitted by Virginia Boze Scott).

James and John Ross had other
brothers and sisters mentioned in the
1850 census for Wayne Twp.,
Montgomery Co. IN as follows:

Cynthia Ross,age 50, born OH
Ann, age 22, born OH
Joseph, age 20, born IN
Ellen, age 18, born IN
Stephen, age 16, born IN
Isaac, age 14, born IN
James, age 12, born IN

All the Indiana records refer @hilip
Ross, the father of John Ross. Early
census records indicate that his full

name may have bedoseph Philip
Rossand he preferred to use the name
“Philip.” More documentation is
needed to establish this point.
Hopefully, this newsletter will provide
a framework for further research.

Lulu Shell
(Qrihmitted hv Ann Dimmith
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