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The Boroker/Boraker Families from Indiana

Eva (Boroker) Harshbarger 1820-1859

FTER having two sons, Daniel
and William,Henry and Mary
Ann Boroker had seven
daughters. The eldest was calledh,
as it is spelled on her marriage record
when she marrie@hristopher
Harshbarger. Other records refer to
Eve Harshbarger.

The Boraker and Harshbarger families
of Indiana are related because of three
marriages that were mentioned in
Newsletter 32. See Chart 10 to see
those relationships. Notice that
Christopher Harshbarger and Eva
Boroker were cousins since
Christopher’'s mother Sussana was the
sister of Eva’s father Henry.

A book about the Harshbargers was
published in 1983 entitled@ur
Harshbarger Family, From Christian |
to Meby Ralph R and Wilma R.

Harshbarger. It says the following
about Christopher Harshbarger:
“Christopher was the youngest child of
Christian 1l and Susanna Boraker
Harshbarger. Christopher was born
April 9, 1819 in Champaign County,
Ohio. He was a very small boy when
his family moved to the Indiana
Wilderness. Here he grew to
manhood on the family farm and lived
there after his first marriage to Eva
Boraker and until he moved to
Douglas County, lllinois sometime
about 1868. Eva Boraker and
Christopher were married Sept. 19,
1839 in Montgomery County, Indiana.

“Eva was born about 1820 in
Champaign County, Ohio; died
January 28, 1859 in Montgomery
County, Indiana; buried in Harshbarger
Cemetery, North Union Township,
Montgomery County, Indiana. Eva
was the daughter of Henry and Mary
Ann Barton Boraker. On Henry’s
marriage and probate records the
Boraker name was spelled Burailker .
Henry was a brother of Susanna
Boraker, Christopher’'s mother.

“There were six children born to
Christopher and Eva. Sarah Jane was
born September 30, 1840; Daniel was
born February 25, 1842; Barbara A.
was born October 6, 1844; Lucinda
‘Lucy’ was born March 18, 1846;
Michael Nathaniel was born April 15,
1848 and Margaret Susan was born
October 2, 1849. All of these children
were born in Montgomery County,
Indiana” (page 243).
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Census Records

The 1820 censusr Champaign
County, Ohio gives the following
information:

Henry Burriker: 2 Males under 10
[Daniel and William], 1 Male 16-26
[unknown], 1 Male 26-45 [Henry], 1
Female under 10 [Eva, born between
1811-1819], 1 Female 16-26
[unknown], 1 Female 26-45 [Mary
Ann].

The 1830 censusr Champaign
County, Ohio gives the following
information:

Henry Boroker (“Broker” file): 1
Male under 5, 2 Males 10-15 [Daniel
and William], 1 Male 40-50 [Henry], 2
Females under 5, 3 Females 5-10, 1
Female 10-15 [Eva, born between
1816-1819], 1 Female 30-40 [Henry].

The 1840 censusr Champaign
County, Ohio gives the following
information:

Christopher Hashbarger: 1 Male age
20-29 [Christopher, born 1811-1820],
1 Female age 15-19 [Eva, born 1821-
1825].

The 1850 censusr Union Twp. in
Montgomery County, Indiana gives the
following information:

Christopher Hashburger, age 29,

born in OH

Eve, age 23 [this appears to be
an error]

Sarah J., age 10

Daniel, age 8

Barbary A., age 5

Lucinda, age 4

Michael, age 3

Susan M., age 1

The 1860 censusr Union Twp. in
Montgomery County, Indiana gives the
following information:
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Chris Harshbarger, age 41, born in
OH [1819]
Sarah, age 18
Barbary, age 15
Lucinda, age 13
Michael, age 12
Susan M., age 10
(Note: Since Eva had died in 1859 she
is not in this census.)

The 1870 censusr Garrett Twp.,

Douglas County, lllinois:

Harshbarger, C.,age 56 [this appears

to be an error and should be 51]
Lucinda, age 23

The 1880 censusr Unity Twp., Piatt
County, lllinois:
Harshbarger, Christopher C., age 61
[born 1819]

Priscilla, age 40

Christopher and Priscilla Harshbarger
also appear in both the 1900 and 1910
census for Unity Twp., Piatt County,
lllinois. Priscilla was Christopher’s
fourth wife.

Christopher and Priscilla Harshbarger were buried
here in the Lake Fork Cemetery, Atwood, lllinois

“After Eva’s death, Christopher had
three other marriages. He married
Elizabeth Wisehart on August 26,
1860 in Montgomery Co., Ind. In 1862
Elizabeth and Christopher sued each
other for divorce. The divorce was not
granted in Montgomery Co., Ind. and
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we have no further information about
Elizabeth, but Christopher married
Jemmia Patton , a widow, on Aug. 24,
1865 in Montgomery Co., Ind. This
marriage didn’t last long, ending in
divorce with the September term of the
Montgomery County Court in 1866.
Christopher then married Priscilla
Stevens October 27, 1870 in
Montgomery County, Indiana. Priscilla
was born January 28, 1839; died
November 15, 1915; buried in Lake
Fork Cemetery, Piatt County, lllinois”
(ibid., page 243).

Land Records

“Christopher was a farmer and made
several land purchases and sales both
in Montgomery County, Indiana and
Piatt and Douglas Counties of
lllinois.... At one time he owned the
land containing the Harshbarger
Cemetery, North Union Township,
Montgomery County, Indiana. He sold
this land to the township November
16, 1860. This deed is recorded in the
Recorder’s Office, Montgomery
County, Crawfordsville, Indiana” (ibid.,
pages 243-244).

More About Christopher and Eva’s
Children and Grandchildren

Sarah Jane Harshbargewas born on
September 30, 1840 in Montgomery
Co., IN as were all of their children.
She marriederemiah H. Masterson
October 23, 1862. He was born on July
26, 1837 as the son Gamuel
Masterson and Arena JacksonThey
had five children: Daniel W.
Masterson who marriedancy Jane
Standphill, Etta Mae who married
Perry Gray, William H., Thomas Lee
who marriedMyra E. Merritt and
Charles Arnold who marrieQllie
Ellen Brown.

Sarah and Jeremiah Masterson moved
from Indiana to Douglas Co., llinois
with their son Daniel. About 1877-78,
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the family moved to Lawrence Co.,
Missouri where they lived near
Marrionville. Sarah died there on
December 29, 1922. Jeremiah
preceded her in death on December 12,
1913 Marrionville Free PressDec.

28, 1922).

Daniel Harshbargerwas born on
February 25, 1842 and died February
25, 1859 at the age of 17 years.

Barbara A. Harshbargemwas born on
October 6, 1844. On February 15, 1870
she marriedohn Z. Linton in

Douglas Co. lllinois. He was born June
30, 1836 in Tippecanoe Co., IN as the
son ofZacharia Linson and

Margaret Taylor . John was in the"2
lllinois Cavalry during the Civil War
and later as a merchant in Atwood,
lllinois. After Barbara died in 1889 he
marriedAnnettie D. Emmens.

Barbara and John Linton had six
children who all died in infancy or at
an early age. They were buried in the
Lake Fork Cemetery, Unity Twp., Piatt
Co. lllinois.

Lucinda (“Lucy”) Harshbarger was
born on March 18, 1846. She married
Peter Mosbargeron July 4, 1874 in
Douglas Co., lllinois. Peter was born
May 18, 1841 in Vermillion Co., IN.
He was first married tblaomi Quick
on November 19, 1865. Peter was in
Co. H-107" lllinoise Infantry during
the Civil War and a merchant in the
Atwood-Mackville area. Lucinda and
Peter had one child, a son named
Elmer Edward Mosbarger, born in
1878.

Michael Nathaniel Harshbargewas
born on April 15, 1848. He married
Martha Jane Otter on December 22,
1865 in Douglas Co., lllinois. She was
born on August 1, 1843 in the same
county as the daughter darvey

Otter and Eliza Griffen. After a
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difficult marriage and divorceMartha
Jane HarshbargermarriedSylvester
Cochran on September 10, 1879 in
Lane Co., OR.

Michael and Martha Jane
Harshbarger had the following
children: Virgil William Harshbarger
who marriecElla Isom, Ida Dora,
Florence (“Flora”) who married 1)
Clay Zumalt, 2) Charles Helgeson,
Henrietta Victoria (“Retta”) who
marriedHerbert Gordon. Two
children, Annie and Danny, died as
infants.

In 1879 Michael Harshbarger married
Sophronia Belle Darnellwho was
born June 12, 1858. She was the
daughter oflohn A. Darnell and
Rebecca Ann Gilbert Michael and
Sophronia had the following children:
Lulu E. Harshbarger who married
Lewis Hunt the son oEli Hunt and
Fannie Thrasher, Christopher Arthur
who marriedBlanche Alta

Harrington, Lenore Gertrude who
marriedJohn Franklin Fitzsimmons
and Raymond Leroy who married
Grace Ethel James.

Michael died December 9, 1934 in
Douglas Co., lllinois and was buried in
the Lake Fork Cemetery, Piatt Co.,
lllinois. (See photo.)

Margaret Susan Harshbargewas

born on August 10, 1849. She married
Joseph Storeyon December 31, 1868
in Douglas, Co. lllinois. They had one
child, Otto L. Storey who was born
January 8, 1870 in the same county.
His motherMargaret Storey died
January 9, 1932.

More details about these children,
grandchildren and other descendants
can be found in the boour
Harshbarger Family, From Christian |
to Me,by Ralph R. and Wilma R.
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Harshbarger, published in 1983. It is
available in some libraries. We are
indebted to Ralph and Wilma for their
diligent research to provide the
information available to us today.
Sadly, Ralph died on August 15, 1999.

LAKE FORK CEMETERY
Atwood, Piatt County
lllinois

Photos Courtesy of Wilma Harshbarber
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