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The Boroker/Boraker Families from Indiana

William Boroker 1817-1886

ENRY BOROKER and his

wife Mary Ann (Barton)

had two sons, Daniel and
William. After Daniel was born in
1816, the family moved from Virginia
to Champaign County, Ohio where
William was born in 1817. The 1820
census lists the two sons as being
William may have had the middle
name of “Henry.” Is there any
evidence to substantiate that? It may
be based on a family tradition.
Similarly, are there any records that
refer to “HenryDaniel Boroker” or
DanielH./Henry Boroker?

William Boroker (as spelled on the
marriage affidavit) marrielucinda
Jacksonand the affidavit was dated
October 28, 1841. Lucinda was the
daughter oEbenezer and Nancy
(Chambers) Jackson In the marriage
affidavit, Nancy Jackson said she was
the surviving parent of Lucinda
Jackson. It was witnessed by
Harrison Jackson. That Jacksotine
can be traced back dames Jackson
born in England who marriefibigail
Fairchild. See the Jackson Genealogy
website for more details at:
http://jacksonfamilygenealogy.com/

A “Lucinda Boraker” was buried in
the Oak Hill Cemetery,
Crawfordsville, on June 5, 1890
whereas the obituary for William
Boraker said his wife died in
September, 1875.

The 1850 censusr Union Township
in Montgomery County, Indiana gives
the following:

William Boroker , age 37, born in
[Champaign County] Ohio.

Lucinda, age 26, born in IN

Mary, age 5, born in IN

Sarah, age Inale born in IN
Nancy Jacksonage 51, mother-in-law
bornin NC

If William were 37 years old, he would
have been born about 1813, one year
before his parents were married in
1814. He was actually 27 as
confirmed by the next census. “Sarah”
(a male) has been confused with
“Isaiah.” The census taker must have
had a bad day.

The 1860 censusr Union Township
in Montgomery County, Indiana gives
the following:

Boraker, William , age 37, born in OH
Lucinda, age 35, born in IN
Mary A., age 15, born in IN
Isaiah, age 11, born in IN
Martin V., age 9, born in IN
Thos. J., age 5, born in IN
Martha J., age 3, born in IN

Notice the spelling change from

Boroker to Boraker. Some families
today pronounce it as “Bor-uh-ker”
with the accent on the first syllable.
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The 1870 censusr Crawfordsville
Ward 1, Montgomery Co., IN gives the
following household:

Boraker, Wm., age 50, labourer born
in OH

L., age 45, Female born in IN

M. A., age 21, Male born in IN

Martin, age 19, born in IN

T. J., age 16, bornin IN

M. J., age 12, born in IN
Dickerson, W. H.,age 2, born in IN.
[He was the son of Mary Ann Boraker
and William Dickerson.]
Morris, Michael, age 38, a day laborer
born in Ireland

Who is the male listed as “M.A.”, age
21? He was a clerk in a saloon.

Crawfordsville StarJune 3, 1886

William Boraker died. in| this city on
last Saturday, May 29, at 11 o'tlock p. m,,
of copgestion of the brain. I—fé was one of
our oldest citizéns and was a}g}'ays an m
'dustrious and honest man. ~ He was born
in Champaign county, Ohio, in 1817 and
moved to Montgomery county, Ind, in
1833, where he had resided @ontinuoq’sly
up to bis death. His age was therefore 63
years. [His wife died in Sepémbcr, 1875.
Mr. Boraker leaves three sops gnd {wo
daughters to mourn his loss. {3The funeral
services were conducted at thgresidence ol
{ his son, Thomas Boraker, on North Wash
ington street, on Monday, b“[; Eld: MiM
Vancleave, The remains w ,F‘in{‘errecil ir
Oak Hill cemetery. i L} ‘

The 1880 censusr Crawfordsville,
Montgomery Co., IN:

Boraker, William , age 60, “single”
and born in Kentucky about 1820
John, age 27, born in IN about
1853
Enos, age 22, born in IN about
1858

According to this census, William, a
widower noted as being “single”, is
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said to be born in Kentucky about 1820
instead of Ohio in 1817. His father
was born in Virginia and his mother in
North Carolina (as was his mother-in-
law, Nancy Jackson).

His “sons,” Enos and John, don’t
appear in other census records we have
seen so far. Has the census taker made
errors? Were they related in some
other way? William’s nephew Amos

T. DeWitt was born in 1849, nine years
earlier than Enos. John and Enos as
the sons of William therefore remain

an enigma and another puzzle yet to be
solved.

Land Records

As mentioned in Newsletter No. 41,
Henry, Daniel and William Boroker
had property together in Section 34 of
Township 19, Ranges 4-5.
Specifically, their farms were located
in Crawfordsuville, IN on what is called
today N 400 W and between W 100 N
and Division Road. The land was
originally owned by William’s father-
in-law, Ebenezer Jackson. Charles L.
Jones saw the abstract and reported:

“The abstract held by the present
owner of Daniel's farm goes
something like this: Original 160
acres was a U.S. Land Grant made
to Ebenezer Jackson , father of
Nancy Windsor (Daniel’s wife) and
Lucinda (William’s wife), U.S. Grant
record certificate of patent N0.1518
dated 10 April 1824 recorded Feb.
18, 1921, Deed record No. 119,
page 201. James C. Jackson ,
Nancy and Lucinda’s brother, sold
160 acres to John Townsend Nov.
29, 1834. Then John Townsend
and wife Sally sold to Henry,
William and Daniel Boraker Sept.
23, 1830 and 1839” (Letter dated
April 15, 1977).
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Death Records

The Death Record Book for
Montgomery County, IN, Ch. H-37,
page 46 says William Boraker’s death
was reported on May 31, 1886. He
died in Crawfordsville at age 68. But
the Oak Hill Cemetery record says the
internment was on May 30, 1886. The
obituary in theCrawfordsville Staion
June 3 said he actually died on May
29" at 11.00 p.m. as “an industrious
and honest man.” The funeral was in
the homeof his son,Thomas

Boraker. Other survivors were two
sons and two daughters. His wife
Lucinda had died previously in
September, 1875, according to the
obituary.

More About William & Lucinda’s
Children and Grandchildren

William wrote to his nephew Amos
Dewit on January 14, 1884 and
mentioned his children Isaiah, Martha
Jane, Elizabeth, Martin Van Buren and
Thomas Jefferson (see Newsletter No.
20). More details about them follow.
All these children were born in
Montgomery County, Indiana:

John Milton Boraker apparently was

born on October 10, 1842, one year

after their marriage in 1841. He died
in 1844.

Mary Ann Borakerwas born on April
22, 1845. She marriadfilliam
Dickersonin 1866. John Dickerson
and William Boraker both witnessed
an affidavit in 1768. Mary Ann and
William had a son namédilliam
Henry Dickerson who was born on
April 1, 1867. Mary Ann Dickerson
died on October 11,1879.

Isaiah Jackson Borakemvas born on
September 22/23, 1848. He married
Sarah Ellen Roult (“Roulet”) on

January 19, 1870. Most of the
Borakers were farmers, but Isaiah was
a grocer in Crawfordsville by 1900.
Isaiah and Sarah had three daughters:
Elda, Mattie (Martha) May and Essie
Catherine.

Mattie May Boraker marriedJoseph
Albert Grimes (“Albert J.” in the

1920 census) and had four children:
Helen L. who marrietHoward

Layton, Harold, Robert (“Carl

Robert”) and another son born in 1913
that disappeared from the 1920 census.

Essie Catherine Borakermarried

Frank H. Coonson November 20,
1904. They had three daughters; Marie
E. (Kelly and Addler), Frances E.
(Morris) and Maxine M. (Adams).

Crawfordsville Journal Review
Wed. March 24,1937 (p.5, co) 6
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Martin Van Buren Boraker

(“Dutch”) was born on May 16, 1851.
He marriedViargaret Ellen (“Nellie”)
Ransdellin May, 1864. The witness
on the marriage affidavit washomas
Ransdell Martin and Nellie’s
daughter wadlary Lucinda Boraker
who marriedJames Thomas
Johnston(“Johnson” in the 1930
census). They also had a son named
Frederick T. Boraker who married
Grace E. Collins.

Frederick and Grace had a son named
Frederick Kenneth Boraker (known

as Kenneth) born on October 3, 1910
who marriedDorothy Lewis. Another
son,Melvin Harold Boraker, died 18
months after birth. A daughter named
Margaret Ellen was born about 1924
and marriedRobert Lee Sheppard

Thomas Jefferson Borakewas born
on October 6, 1854. He marribthry
Jane Osbornin December, 1884. The
affidavit was witnessed lytenry J.
Osborn. According to the obituary
published in th&Crawfordsville Daily
Journal, February 3, 1909, Thomas
was probably one of the most widely
known men in Crawfordsville. He had
been employed at the courthouse for
many years as an engineer and later as
a janitor. One of his responsibilities
was being in charge of the county jail.
He was a man with a keen sense of
honor and a man of business ability
who had acquired several residential
properties in the town.

Thomas J. Boraker had two sisters,
Mrs. N. R. Swan (he formerMartha

J. Boraker) and Mrs. James Jones
(formerly Mary Elizabeth Boraker).
His brother wassaiah J. Boraker.
Although Thomas and Mary had no
children, they adopteldulu R.
Hartington who becamévrs.

Wallace Whalen Thomas died at her
home on February 3, 1909.
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Martha J. Boraker (“Mattie”) was
born on December 16, 1857. She
marriedNathaniel Richard Swanon
May 18, 1876. According to the 1900
census, they had three childrdrdarry
B. Swan, Walter M. Swanwho
marriedMae Cook andMabel Swan
Nathaniel was a brick mason.

In the 1880 censuly. H. Dickerson
was living with them and is listed as a
nephew. He was William Henry and
the son of Martha’s sister, Mary Ann,
who marriedWilliam Dickerson.

Mary Elizabeth Borakemwas born on
April 15, 1860. “Elizabeth” married
James Matthew Jonesson of

Mathias Jones on February 28, 1878.
They had the following children: Jane
Myrtle May who marriedCharles A.
Wray, Jesse, Charles,Fsrace,
Howard, Agnes who marridizra

King, Mary andMrs. Cassie Petro

Crawfordsville Daily Journal
February 5, 1909 (p.4, col.4)

Sources:Census reports from Ancestry.com;
Crawfordsville District Public Library (Local
History), Indiana GenWeb Project for
Montgomery County website, World Connect
Project at Rootsweb website.

SeeChart 19 on page 5 for further help.
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