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The Boroker/Boraker Families from Indiana 
 

Daniel Boroker 1816-1898 
 
 EWSLETTER 41 was about Henry Boroker and his wife Mary Ann 
Barton.  He was the son of Daniel Burricker .  He and his wife Elizabeth died 
during the early 1800s in Page County, Virginia.  This series will cover the 

children and descendants of Henry and Mary Ann Boroker . 
 
Daniel Boroker was their first child, born in Virginia on 11 September 1816.  In all 
the records and on his tombstone, his surname was spelled Boroker.  The surname did 
not change to Boraker until the next generation. Even the name of his grandfather 
Daniel in Virginia is spelled Boroker in the list given in Heads of Families – 
Virginia, 1785, (page 105).  Later it became “Burricker” and “Buracker.”  Some of 
those who migrated to Ohio used the name “Buroker.” 
 
Soon after Daniel was born, the family moved to Champaign County, Ohio where 
eight brothers and sisters were born between 1817 and 1834 as listed in Newsletter 36,  
 

 
This photo originally came from Walter M Boraker in Colorado.  It is now available on Ken 
Gissy’s website at:  http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~kgissy/
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page 5.  The family migrated to 
Indiana from Ohio around 1839.  The 
1840 census for Wayne Township, 
Montgomery County records “Henry 
Boroker” as the head of a family with 
eight children, two boys and six girls. 
 
Daniel Boroker married Nancy 
Winsor Jackson on February 18, 
1841.  Nancy was born on December 
22, 1822 as the daughter of Ebenezer 
Jackson and Nancy Chambers. Since 
Daniel’s brother William married 
Nancy’s sister Lucinda Jackson, two 
Boraker brothers married two Jackson 
sisters.  This “Jackson Connection” 
was covered in Newsletter 29.   
 
By 1850, Daniel and Nancy Boroker 
had four children as given in the 
census for that year as follows: 
 
Boroker, Daniel, age 33, born in VA 
 Nancy [Jackson], age 28, born 
in VA [a mistake] 
 William E., age 8, born in IN 
 Lucinda J., age 6, born in IN 
 John W., age 4, born in IN 
 Henry, age 2, born in IN 
 
Other Census Reports: 
1860 Census, Montgomery Co., IN: 
“Boraker, Danil ,” age 44, born in VA 
 Nancy, age 36, born in IN 
 William E., age 18 
 Lucinda J., age 16 
 John W., age 14 
 Henry H., age 11 
 Ebenezer J., age 10 
 Sarah A., age 7 
 George M., age 4 
 Nancy J., age one month 
 
1870 Census, Montgomery Co., IN: 
“Boraker, Danil,” age 53, born in VA 
 Nancy, age 47, born in IN 
 Ebenezer, age 20, born in IN 
 Sarah, age 16, born in IN 
 George, age 13, born in IN 
 Nancy, age 10, born in IN 

 John, age 24, born in IN 
 Susan, age 23, born in IN 
 William, age 3, born in IN 
 George, age 1, born in IN 
 
Where were Daniel and Nancy in 
1880? Their family seems to have been 
missed by the census taker. Daniel died 
on September 11, 1893 (tombstone 
inscription). By 1900 Nancy is 77 and 
a widow living with her daughter 
Nancy Jane and son-in-law Thomas 
Berkshire. She died on January 11, 
1901 (tombstone inscription).  
 
When Daniel and Nancy Boroker 
wrote to Charles and Sarah DeWitt in 
1878 (Newsletter 19), they said that 
only two children were still at home -- 
George and Nancy Jane.  Others had 
left home, married and produced 
eleven grandchildren.  They had more 
later making a total of 24.  See 
Pedegree Chart No. 19 attached. 
 
More About Daniel and Nancy’s 
Children and Grandchildren 
 
William Elkanah Boroker, born on 
November 23, 1841. William’s middle 
name is sometimes given in records as 
“Elkard” or “Elkana,” but it is spelled 
“Elkanah” in the Bible (Exodus 6:24).  
He married Lydia Cope in 1866. On 
the marriage license application dated 
14th January, the witness is Enos 
Cope, her father who married 
Catherine Rigal.  
 
 
William and Lydia had the following 
children:  Walker W., Dora May who 
married James F. Douglas, Melinda 
“Nin” Belle who married Charles E. 
Douglas, Henry E., Lulu Florence 
(“Sallie F.”) who married Alvanza 
(Van) Kennedy, Morton R. who 
married Belle H. Holland, Clarence 
(“Chub”) and Katie C. Boraker who 
married George Swank. 
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Lucinda J. Boroker was born on 
October 28, 1843 and died on January 
10, 1856, aged 21 years, 2 months. 
 
John Wesley Boroker/Boraker was 
born on January 4, 1846 in Indiana. He 
married Nancy Susan Farris in 1865. 
The marriage licence application dated 
January 3rd gives the witnesses as 
Daniel Boroker and William Farries .  
They had seven children namely:  
William Daniel who married Attie E. 
(Lewis) Mathias, George Henry who 
married Cora May Vining, Edward 
Wesley (“Wesley E.”) who married 
Ella Bond, Alvin Elswell who married 
Ammie Lee (Lewis) Gasperson, 
Charles Theodore who married Ella 
May Crawford , Minnie E. who 
married Walter James Vining (not 
Ralph who was their son), Winsor Ann 
who married Edwin Frost and Mabel 
S. Boraker. She apparently died after 
age 16 since so little is known about 
her. 
 
Photo courtesy of Goldie Vining 

 
John and Nancy’s family moved to 
Missouri some time before 1900.  John 
Wesley and Nancy Boraker appear in 
the 1910 census for Lawrence Co. MO. 

John died on May 16, 1922 in Aurora, 
Lawrence County (Missouri Death 
Certificates, 1910-1957, Certificate 
16123).  He was a stone and brick 
mason. 
 
Henry H. Boroker was born on 
November 4, 1848 and died October 
10, 1869 because of his arm swelling. 
 
Ebenezer Jackson Boroker/Boraker 
(“Ebby J.”)  was born on November 
17, 1850. He married Jerusha  D. 
Busenbark in 1871 (“Jerucia”in 
the1880 census). On the marriage 
licence application dated 19th January 
the witness is John W. Boroker, his 
brother.  Ebenezer and Jerusha had two 
children:  Fred D. Boraker who 
married Mary M. Hixon  and Ethel M.  
 

 
Ebenezer Jackson Boraker and Jerusha 
(Busenbark). Photo taken in 1927 and 
submitted by Ethel (Boraker) Edgar. 
 
Boroker who married David Smith.  
“Mrs. David Smith” is the informant 
on Ebenezer’s death certificate 
(Missouri Death Certificates, 1910-
1957, Certificate 36526).  He died on 
October 26, 1939 of acute bronchitis. 
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Sarah Ann Boroker was born on 
August 31 1853. She married 
Ambrose Goff Cooley in 1875 (given 
as “Ambrose Cooler” in the 1880 
census). On the marriage application 
dated 25th November, the witness is 
Ebenezer J. Boroker, her brother. They 
had three children:  Crettie E. Cooley 
who married George Chadwick, 
Jennie M. Cooley who married Henry 
Jacobs and Effie Dell Cooley who 
married William Baxter . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Milton Boraker was born on 
May 11, 1856. He married Elizabeth 
(“Libby” or “Betsie”) Lowe, daughter  
 
 
 

of Michael Nathaniel Lowe and 
Amanda Munns. They had five  
children namely:  Frank Hutchings  
who married Bertha May VanCleave, 
Herman L., and Sanford George 
Boraker who married Kate Bell Tate.  
Kate or Katie Belle later married 
Elmer J. Rice, a prominent member in 
the New Market community of 
Montgomery County, IN. 
 
 
George and Sanford are buried in the 
Wesley Cemetery near Crawfordsville 
(see photo below). 
 
 
Nancy Jane Boraker was born on May 
14, 1860. She married Thomas 
Berkshire in 1879.  They adopted 
Sylvia Bunnell, daughter of George 
Washington Elwood Bunnell and Lillie 
Kincaid.  Sylvia married William 
Greenburg and had two sons named 
Floyd L. and Max Greenburg.  
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