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Dema Belle (Holeman) Boraker 1907-2007

E sadly publish the following
obituary: Dema Belle
(Holeman) Boraker passed

away at her home on July 23, 2007.
She was born on May 14, 1907, to
Alfred and Minni Holeman in
Bronson, Kansas, and came to
Washington with her family in
February 1914.

She graduated from Ferndale High
School in 1925 and marriekwell
Boraker in September 1926. During
her working years she was a
bookkeeper for her father and husband
in their businesses. Her enjoyment
was knitting, crocheting, gardening,
reading, playing pinochle with her
friends, and baking her famous
coconut cream pies.

Dema was preceded in death by her
husbandJewell. Survivors are
daughters, Donna (Phil) Portrey, and
Charolotte Boraker; son, Everett
(Helen) Boraker; five grandchildren;
nine great grandchildren; eight great-
great grandchildren; and many other
relatives and friendBgllingham
Herald, July 29, 200Y.

Memorial services were held on July
30 at the First Baptist Church in
Ferndale.

The Boraker Ancestors

Dema’s husbandewell Boraker was
a direct descendant blienry Boroker

who was born in the Luray area of
Virginia. The lineage descends from
Henry toDaniel, born in Ohio, taJohn
Wesley Boraker,born in Indiana, to
Jewell’s fatherCharles Theodore
Boraker, born in Indiana. Charles
marriedElla May Crawford (see p.2).

100" Birthday Celebration

One highlight in Dema’s life was
reaching her 10Dbirthday this year.
Celebrations took place on May 26-27.
On Saturday, May 26, a reception was
held at the Ferndale First Baptist
Church. On the following day,
relatives had dinner together at Kranz
Koop.

Lftto right: Daughter Charlotte, Dema, son
Everett. Photo taken on May 14, 2007.
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It was a grand time for Dema who was
so alert and active visiting with her
grand children, great-grandchildren
and even great-great-grandchildren.
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Dema Boraker will be long
remembered as being a very
remarkable woman known for her
humor. As Karen Park said:

“I keep having memories of Dema,
knowing her as | grew up at First
Baptist. A wonderful woman, and
great jokester. When | would sit by
her she would wait for Char [daughter,
Charlotte Boraker] to leave and would
‘punch’ me on my leg. Or when | saw
her working at Cost Cutter she would
grab the tie on my apron and whap me
with it, doing a little dance.

“I will be trying to make the service,
but if | don’t my thoughts and prayers
are with the family and also church
family. We know where she is now,
and that brings calmness and closure.
She always made me smile, and
brought a joy to my heart that only she
could give” (From the Guest Book at
www.molesfuneralhomes.cgm

Pamela Richardson said: “l enjoyed
taking care of Dema and learned to
love her dearly during the short time |
was able to know her. Sheis a
remarkable woman. | admire her
strength and humor” (ibid.).

The Boraker Pedigree

Michael Buracker
b. 1713 Palatinate, Germany
b. Eve

Daniel Buracker
1752-1801
m. Eliazabeth

Henry Daniel Buracker
1789-1979
m. Mary Ann Barton

Daniel Boraker
1816-1898 VA, IN
m. Nancy Winsor Jackson

John Wesley Boraker
1846-1880 IN, MO
m. Nancy Ferris

Charles T. Boraker
1876-1949 IN, WA
m. Ella May Crawford

Jewell E. Boraker
1902-1969 IN, WA
m. Dema B. Holeman

Everett L. Boraker
b. 1935 WA
m. Helen Willems

Back Row: Donna (Boraker) Portrey. Charlotte
Boraker, Julene (Boraker) Christensen, Mildred
(Boraker) Butterworth. Front Row: Phil Portrey,
Dema (Holeman) Boraker, Bob Boraker (5-2003).
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