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The Migration from Ohio to Indiana 
 
HE same families that migrated 
from Shenandoah County, 
Virginia to Champaign County, 

Ohio also migrated further west to 
Montgomery County, Indiana.  They 
probably traveled from the Urbana, 
Ohio area South to Springfield then 
West to follow again the route along 
US 40 to Indianapolis.  From there US 
136 goes northwest to Crawfordsville 
in Montgomery County. 
 
In Newsletter 36, we saw that the 
following families were in Ohio 
beginning with the year given: 
 
1808 – Christian and Susanna 
(Burocker) Hershberger II 
1809 – Adam and Eve (Buracker) 
Prince 
1815 – Adam and Elizabeth (Pence) 
Buroker 
1817 – Henry and Mary Ann (Barton) 
Boroker 
1833 – Joshua and Catherine (Pence) 
Buroker 
1834 – David and Sarah (Jenkins) 
Buroker 
1834 – John and Malinda (Kite) 
Buroker 
1834 – Joseph and Courtna Ann 
(Nunn) Buroker 
 
Newsletter 32 was about the “Boraker 
& Harshbarger Families In 
Montgomery County, Indiana”.  The 
surname of Christian Hershberger II 
was later changed to Harshbarger.  It 
appears that the family of Christian 
and Susanna Hershberger was the first  

 
one in that list to move on to Indiana.  
On November 9, 1822 Christian filed 
for Federal Land Patents on land in the 
District of Terre Haute, Indiana that 
later became part of what was to 
become Montgomery County. 
 
“After obtaining this land, Christian 
then moved his wife and family to this 
wilderness territory in 1823 to settle a 
new home and start the second 
settlement in Montgomery County, 
Indiana.  Montgomery County was 
formed in the fall of 1823.  January 1, 
1824 Christian entered for record the 
East half of Northeast quarter, Section 
thirty-four (34), Township nineteen 
(19), North Range five (5) West being 
eighty (80) acres.  This land patent was 
also taken in the Terre Haute District, 
State of Indiana, as the land office had 
not yet been established in the county” 
(page 14, Our Harshbarger Family, 
From Christian I to Me, by Ralph R. & 
Wilma R. Harshbarger, 1983). 
 
The early settlements of 1825 were 
described in Bowen’s History of 
Montgomery County, Indiana 1913:   
 
In 1925 the settlements were scattered 
over the county, but the whole 
population within twenty miles of 
Crawfordsville was probably less than 
five hundred souls.  In and near 
Crawfordsville there were about fifteen 
families, the most of which were 
nestled in near Whitlock’s spring…. On 
the north side of Sugar creek lived Abe 
Miller, Henry and Robert Nicholson, 
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Samuel Brown, Farlow and 
Harshbarger.  
 
Sometime in 1823 the land office, 
which had previously been at Terre 
Haute, was removed to the new town 
of Crawfordsville, and on December 
24, 1824 a public land sale 
commenced there, which lasted 
several days.  This sale had been so 
extensively advertised, that land 
buyers, speculators and persons in 
search of new homes came in from far 
and near to purchase land.  The 
eastern part of the state was well 
represented, and there were many 
persons from Ohio, Kentucky, and few 
from Tennessee and also from 
Pennsylvania (ibid, Harshbarger, pp. 
14-15). 
 
The children of Christian and Susanna 
Harshbarger were Michael, Barbara, 
Isaac, Samuel, Daniel, Elizabeth and 
Christopher.  In 1833, Isaac 
Harshbarger purchased land in Wayne 
Township, Montgomery County.  The 
Land Patent is given in the 
Harshbarger book on page 51. 
 
Christopher Harshbarger “was the 
youngest child of Christian II and 
Susanna (Boraker) Harshbarger.  
Christopher was born April 9, 1819 in 
Champaign County, Ohio.  He was a 
very small boy when his family moved 
to the Indiana Wilderness.  Here he 
grew to manhood on the family farm 
and lived there after his first marriage 
to Eva Boraker and until he moved to 
Douglas County, Illinois sometime 
about 1868.  Eva Boraker and 
Christopher were married Sept. 19, 
1839 in Montgomery County, Indiana.  
Eva was born about 1820 in 
Champaign County, Ohio; died 
January 28, 1859 in Montgomery 
County, Indiana; buried in Harshbarger 
Cemetery, North Union Township, 
Montgomery County, Indiana.  Eva 
was the daughter of Henry and Mary 
Ann (Barton) Boraker.  On Henry’s 

marriage and probate records the 
Boraker name was spelled Burailker .  
Henry was a brother of Susanna 
Boraker, Christopher’s mother” (ibid. 
p. 243). 
 
Henry Boroker’s Migration 
 
The family of Henry and Mary Ann 
(Barton) Boroker migrated to Indiana 
from Ohio around 1839.  Land records 
show that Samuel and Arena 
Masterson sold Henry part of their 
farm on 23 September 1830 and 
another part on 14 August 1839.  The 
1840 census for Wayne Township, 
Montgomery County, Indiana records 
“Henry Boroker” as the head of a 
family with eight children, two boys 
and six girls.   
 
Notice the following marriage dates of 
Henry and Mary Ann’s children in 
Montgomery County, IN: 
 
Eva Boraker married Christopher 
Harshbarger on 19 September 1839.  
Daniel Boraker married Nancy W. 
Jackson on 18 February 1841. 
William Boraker married Lucinda 
Jackson on 28 October 1841.  Boraker 
brothers married Jackson sisters.  
Sarah Ann Boraker married Charles 
DeWitt  on 17 April 1845. 
Polly Boraker married John Ross on 
11 January 1846.  
Mary Ann Boraker married John Ely 
D. Mount on 11 October 1854. 
Lydia Boraker married Abraham 
Harshbarger on 12 April 1855. 
Ellen (“Nelly”) Boraker married 
William (Bill) Albertson on 1 
February 1856. 
Elizabeth Boraker married George 
W. Mingus on 15 October 1857 
 
 
The 1850 census for Wayne Twp. 
Montgomery County, Indiana gives the 
following: 
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Boroker, Henry -- Age 57 
Mary A. – Age 50 
R’nelly – Age 21  
Lydia – Age 19 
Mary A. – Age 17 
Elizabeth – Age 16 
 
The four unmarried daughters later 
married between 1854 and 1857. 
“Nelly” married William Albertson in 
1856 and appears in the 1870 census as 
Ellen Alberson, age 40.  During this 
period in Indiana, the Boraker 
surname evolved from Buroker to 
Boroker then finally to Boraker. 
 
The Migration to Grant County 
 
Joshua and Catherine (Pence) 
Buroker  arrived in Champaign 
County, Ohio around 1833.  They were 
in Grant County, Indiana by 1847 
when their son Jacob was born.  Sarah, 
Joseph, Caroline, Lewis Pope and 
Alvin were also born there in Sims 
Township or Swayzee.  One grandson, 
Palmer Buroker, was born in Converse, 
Miami County, IN.   
 
Joshua’s brother Joseph Buroker also 
migrated to Grant County.  He had 
married Courtna  Ann Nunn on 2 
January 1834 in Champaign Co., OH.  
Her first name is variously spelled as 
Cotena, Courtney, etc.  Five children 
were born in Ohio.  Their son Jacob 
Pence Buroker was born in Grant 
County on 2 September 1855.  He 
married Olive Indiana Clarabelle 
Summers on 1 June 1879 in Kokomo, 
Grant County, IN.  They were in 
Washington Territory by 1883 when 
their son Lerton Joseph Buroker was 
born.  More about that will be covered 
in a future newsletter. 
 
The Migration To Wisconsin 
 
Joshua and Catherine’s son Martin  
married Emily C. Martin.   In a 

message dated 30 November 1997, 
Ken Gissy said Martin “moved to 
Richland County, Wisconsin about 
1867 with his wife and five children 
born in Indiana.  Martin started out as a 
farmer and by 1880 was a traveling 
preacher.  He had two more children in 
Wisconsin and died October 1908 in 
Richland County, Wisconsin.”  
 
That began another branch of Burokers 
that continues to this day.  As many as 
56 Burokers are listed in the 1930 
census for Wisconsin. 
 
The Migration To Hancock County  
 
Martin’s brother was Levi Buroker 
who married Sarah Jane Baxter on 24 
February 1861 in Marion County, 
Indiana.  Birth records of their children 
show that they were in Hancock 
County from 1866-1874.  By the time 
of the 1880 census, they were in 
Richland Township, Grant County. 
 
The Migration to Iowa 
 
Soon after 1880, Levi and Sarah Jane 
Buroker migrated from Indiana to 
Bremer County, Iowa.  That’s not far 
from where Levi’s brother Martin lived 
in Sylvan, Richland County, 
Wisconsin.  They may have stopped 
off there for a time before moving due 
west to Polk, Bremer County, Iowa 
where they were according to the 1900 
and 1910 census. 
 
Until next time… 
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