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Harrison Buracker’'s Ancestors

(Buracker) Rorabaugh. Her brother,

Carroll BURACKER, had given her

the “Buracker & Boraker Family
Newsletter”. Her father wa#iarrison
BURACKER. Her aunt and his sister was
Carrie RICKARD, wife of Otis
RICKARD who lived at that time in
Luray, Virginia. Her grandmother was
Emma BURACKER who was 86 years
old on March 30, 1978. Nelma wanted to
know more about the history of her
Buracker ancestors

I N 1978 | received a letter from Nelma

The above information wasn’'t enough to
trace the ancestry of Harrison
BURACKER back to Daniel and Eve
BURACKER’s family of 13 children.
Nelma sent more details later, including
the estate of her father and mother. They
owned property near the present Hawkshill
Station and restaurant between Luray and
Stanley, Virginia. Our ancestors, Michael
and Daniel BURACKER, also had land on
the Hawksbill.

Harrison BURACKER worked for a time
at a Tannery in Luray which probably was
the same one owned originally by Michael
BURACKER, son of Daniel and Elizabeth
BURACKER. Nelma gave the following
details about her parents.

Harrison Buracker, b. 7 Oct 1897. Died
1 May 1965 in Stanley, VA. Married Zella
TAYLOR 11 May 1920, Luray, VA.

Zella TAYLOR was born 5 Nov 1903 and
died 31 Oct 1944 in Stanley, VA.
Father:James Buracker

Mother: Emma Buracker

Children of Harrison Buraker and Zella
(Taylor):

=

Anna Catherine Buracker, b. 9 Sep
1920

Millard Buracker, b. 1 Mar 1921
Ralph Buracker, b. 3 Oct 1925
Francis Buracker, b. 18 Nov 1927
Kathleen May Buracker, b. 26
May 1930

Lewis Buracker, b. 23 June 1932
Helen Buracker, b. 20 Sep 1934
Nelma Buracker, b. 4 Dec 1939
Carroll Buracker, b. 3 July 1942

arown
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Nelma F. Buracker married 1) Joel
Bankster, 18 Aug 1956; 2) Roy
Rorabaugh, 14 Jan 1974.

The parents afella (Taylor) Buracker
were:

Father: Dillon Taylor (Walter Delon
Taylor in records)

Mother: Mary Taylor (other records say
“Lucinda Hester Taylor”)

They had six children

According to Nelma, James and Emma
Buracker had seven children:

Casper Buracker

Wilbert (Will) Buraker

Lester

Andrew Buracker, d. 1976
Prisilla Buracker

Carrie Buracker

Harrison Buracker

NogahswbdE

The question still remained: Who were
the ancestors afames BURACKER? In
1978 | found a James A. BURRACKER in
the 1870 census as follows:

Martin L. BURRACKER , age 37 (b. abt
1834)
Elizabeth, age 40 (b. abt 1830)
Jacob, age 12 (b. abt 1858
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Victoria, age 10 (b. abt 1860)

James A., age 8 (b. abt 1862)

Martha L., age 6 (b. abt 1864)

Fannie A., 3 months (b. abt 1870)
The 1880 census adds: William, age 10
(b. abt 1871)

Other records show that the wife of
Martin L. BURACKER was Elizabeth
BROILES or BROYLES, b. in 1829. She
was the daughter of Larken and Sarah
(BERRY) BROYLES.

The records on the “kgissy” database at
RootsWeb World Project, give the
following details about the ancestors of
James R. BURACKERwho married
Emily (“Emma”) Susan BURACKER, b.
20 Aug 1856 in Page Co., VA. We will
begin withMichael BURACKER
(Porocker, Borocker) who appears to be
our emigrant ancestor from the German
Palintate (Rhine Valley). The names in
boldface are those in the direct lines we
are following.

Michael Buracker arrived at Philadelphia
on 16 OCT 1741 aboard the ship Molly,
Thomas Olive, Captain. His name is listed
as “Michal Broke”, signed as “Michal (X)
Boraka” and “Michael (X) Borocker.” His
age was 28. Therefore he was born about
1713. He married Eve born ABT 1716.

Children of Michael and Eve
BURACKER were:

Adam Buracker, b: ABT 1750
Joseph Buracker, b: ABT 1750
Daniel Buracker, b: ABT 1752
Magdalen Buracker, b: ABT 1754

PR

Daniel Buracker (Porucker, Boroker,
Boraker) was born ABT 1752 and died 3
APR 1801 in Shenandoah Co., VA. In
1773 he married Elizabeth who was born
in 1751. One record indicates she was the
daughter oElijah Boroker.

Children of Daniel and Elizabeth
BURACKER:

1. Eve Buroker, b: 1776 IN
Shenandoah Co., VA
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2. Christina Boracker, b: 1776 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

3. Polly Buracker, b: 1778 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

4. Martin Buracker, b: 1780 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

5. Susanna Buracker, b: 1783 in
Luray, Shenandoah Co., VA

6. Adam Buracker, b: 18 APR 1786
in Shenandoah Co., VA

7. Michael Buracker, b: 1788 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

8. Henry Daniel Buracker, b: 9 JAN
1789 in Woodstock, Shenandoah
Co, VA

9. Jacob Buracker, b: 1790 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

10. John Buracker, b: 1791 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

11. Joshua Burackeb: 1792 in VA

12. Philip Buracker, b: 1793 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

13. Joseph Buracker, b: 1797 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

14. Elizabeth Buracker, b: 1800 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

John Buracker was born 1791 in
Shenandoah Co., VA and died 1871 in
Page Co., VA. He married Elizabeth
NICHOLS on 27 NOV 1817 in

Marksville, Shenandoah Co, VA. The
marriage bond gives the name of her
spouse as “John Burker.” Elizabeth was
born 1791 in VA. John was a farmer. See
more details about John on page 7.

Children of John and Elizabeth
BURACKER:

1. Jacob B. Buracker, b:1817 in
Shenandoah Co., VA

2. Michael Martin Buracker, b: 20
JUN 1819 in Shenandoah Co., VA

3. Lydia Ann Buracker, b: 17 NOV
1820 in Shenandoah Co., VA

4. Margaret A. Buracker, b: ABT
1821 in Shenandoah Co., VA

5. Ellen Buracker, b: 1824 in VA

6. William Buracker, b: 1826 in VA

7. Henry Daniel Buracker, b: 1830 in
VA

8. John Buracker, b: 1831 in Page
Co., VA
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9. Martin L. Buracker, b: DEC
1832 in Page Co., VA

10. Mary A. Jane Buracker,; 14833 in
Hawksbill, Page Co., VA

11. Adam Presley Buracker,b: 1834
in Page Co., VA

12. Elizabeth Frances Buracker, b:
1839 in Hawkshill, Page Co., VA

Martin L. Buracker was born DEC 1832
in Page Co., VA. He died on 11 DEC
1912 in Page Co., VA. He married
Elizabeth BROYLES on 20 JUL 1854 in
Page Co., VA. She was born JAN 1829 in
Madison Co., VA. Martin was a farmer.

Children of Martin and Elizabeth
BURACKER:

1. Samuel H. Buracker, b: 9
MAY1855 in Hawksbill, Page
Co., VA

2. Victoria Buracker, b: SEP 1859 in
VA

3. Jacob R. Buracker, b: 1 SEP 1858
in Jordan Hollow, Page Co., VA

4. James R. Buracker,b: JUN 1862
in Marksville, Page Co., VA

5. Martha L. Buracker, b: 15 AUG
1865 in Hawksbill, Page Co., VA

6. Frances Ann Buracker, b: 1868 in
Ida, Page Co., VA

7. William P. Buracker, b: MAR
1870 in VA

James R. Burackerwas born JUN 1862
in Marksville, Page Co., VA and died
before 1951. He married Emily Susan
("*Emma”) Buracker on 17 AUG 1881 in
Page Co., VA. She was born 20 AUG
1856 in Page Co., VA. as the daughter of
Adam Presley and Emma S. Buracker
(See Chart 8 with Newsletter No. 12.)
James was a farmer.

Children of James and Emily Susan
BURACKER:

1. Bessie Buracker, b: APR 1881 in
Page Co., VA

2. Priscilla Buracker, b:1 JUN 1883
in Page Co., VA

3. Harry Lee Buracker, b: 1887 in
Page Co., VA
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4. James Wilbur Buracker, b: 15
May 1885 in Ida, Page Co., VA

5. Keller Casper Buracker, b: Aug
1892 in Page Co., VA

6. Carrie Lee Buracker, b: 30 Mar
1892 in Page Co., VA

7. Edward Franklin Buracker , b:
Sep 1896 in Page Co., VA

8. Harrison B. Buracker, b: 15 Oct
1894 (?) in Page Co., VA.

9. Lelande Buracker, b. Mar 1899 in
Page Co., VA

10. Andrew J. Buracker, b: 14 Aug
1905 in Luray, Page Co., VA

11. Lester Franklin Buracker, b: 17
Feb 1907 in Page Co., VA

Harrison B. Buracker’s birth date is
variously given between 15 OCT 1894 and
1896. His daughter Nelma gives his date
of birth as 7 OCT 1897. He died 1 MAY
1965 in Stanley, Page Co., VA. At age 24
he married Zella C. (Corine) TAYLOR on
11 MAY 1920 in Luray, Page Co., VA.
She was born on 10 MAY 1903 in Page
Co., VA. Harrison was a Public Work

Day Laborer and served in the army
between 1917 and 1919.

Children of Harrison and Zella

BURACKER:
1. Millard D. Buracker, b: 1 MAR
1921 in VA
2. Ralph L. Buracker, b: 6 OCT 1923
in Page Co., VA

3. Nelma F. Buracker, b: 4 DEC
1939 in Stanley, VA. d: 15 June
2000.
(Five others living, but see page 1
where 9 are listed).

*kkkkkkkkkkk

The Ancestors of Zella C.
TAYLOR

Reuben THOMAS was born about 1760.
His daughter waBrances Thomaswho
was born about 1785. She marrizanes
HURT who was born about 1782.

Children of James and Frances (Thomas)
HURT:
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1. Simeon Hurt, b: ABT 1807
2. Anna Hurt, b: 1811 in Madison
Co., VA

Simeon HURT was born about1807. He
married Betty SMITH who was born about
1810.

Children of Simeon and Betty HURT:

1. Martha Ann Hurt, b: 1832 in VA,
marriedHenry D. Buracker.

2. Mary J. Hurt, b: 1836 in Madison
Co., VA

3. Sarah C. Hurt, b: 1840 in VA.
She married.ayton SISK 1857 in
Madison Co.,VA. He was born
1830 in VA.

Children of Layton and Sarah SISK:

1. Mary Jane Sisk, b: ABT 1860 in
Madison Co., VA

2. Sarah Catherine Sisk, b: 1864 in
Madison Co., VA

3. Perry Sisk, b: 1879 in Madison
Co., VA

4. Lucinda Hester Sisk b: 6 APR
1879 in Madison Co., VA

Lucinda Hester SISK died 17 JAN
1955in Harrisonburg, Rockingham Co,
VA. She marriedValter Delon

TAYLOR on 5or 15 OCT 1893 in
Madison Co., VA. His parents were
Benjamin Newton TAYLOR and Frances
Marguerite Cliff. His grandparents were
Thornton Hamilton TAYLOR and Mary
Elizabeth KNIGHT.

Children of Walter Delon and Lucinda
Hester TAYLOR:

1. Essie Matilda Taylor, b: 9 JUL
1894 in Madison Co., VA

2. Rachel Frances Taylorb: MAY
1897 in Madison Co., VA.
Married 1) Andrew William
Jenkins, 2FEdward Franklin
BURACKER, 3) George PARKS

3. Bernie Lee Taylor, b: JUN 1900 in
Madison Co., VA

4. Zella C. Taylor, b: 10 MAY 1903
in Page Co., VA. Married
Harrison B. Buracker
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5. Cecil Lester Taylor, b: 11 MAR
1905 in Madison Co., VA

6. Della Taylor, b: ABT 1907

7. Zula Mae Taylor, b: 12 MAY
1910

8. Mattie Virginia Taylor, b:ABT
1912

Notice that the Taylor sisters, Rachel and
Zella, married Buracker brothers, Edward
and Harrison (p. 3). See children of
Harrison B. and Zella C. Burackeron
page 1.

The Estates of Harrison B. Buracker
and wife Zella C. (Taylor)

Page County, Virginia; Deed Book ?,
Page 174. Jackson Cubbage Jr., to Zella
Buracker, Deed No. 275:

This deed, made and entered into thi& 13
day of July, 1936, between Jackson
Cubbage, Jr., and Carrie Cubbage, his
wife, parties of the first part; and Zella
Buracker, wife of Harrison Buracker, party
of the second part; all of Page County,
Virginia.

Concerns 16 acres of land purchased by
Zella Buracker for $400.00 situated in
Shenandioah Iron Works District, Page
County, Virginia, on the South side of the
Drains of Stony Creek, adjoining the lands
of J. W. Aleshire, Ezra Dovel, and Hunter
Lucas.

Page County, Viriginia; No. 1357, Book
207, page 325:

Whereas Zella Buracker died intestate
October 31, 1944...leaving surviving her
as her sole heirs at law and next of kin,
Harrison B. Buracker, her widower, now
deceased and the following children,
namely, Ralph L. Buracker, Frances V.
Carroll, Kathleen M. Housden, Nelma F.
Bankster and Carroll D. Buracker....
Whereas, Harrison B. Buracker died
intestate May 1, 1965.....
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Page County, Viriginia; No. 1357, Book
207, page 326:

Now, therefore, know all men by these
presents: That we, Ralph L. Buracker and
Virginia Buracker, his wife; Frances V.
Carroll and Leslie Carroll, her husband;
Kathleen M. Housden and June Housden,
her husband; Nelma F. Bankster and
Joseph [Joel] Bankster, her husband, and
Carroll D. Buracker, single, being all of
the heirs at law and next of kin of the said
Zella Buracker and Harrison B. Buracker,
both deceased....

Dated this 18 May, 1965 [all signed]

Note: Although that record says Nelma’s
husband was “Joseph Bankster,” Nelma
said his first name wakel. Her

daughter, Brenda Barton, said his full

name was Joel Leslie Bankster. Her
brother was named after him as “Joel
Leslie Bankster, Jr.” who died 2

September 1962. She also had two sisters,
Cindy and Karen.

The following records concern mostly
Edward Franklin BURACKER who was
a brother oHarrison Buracker:

FromPage Co. Obituariedranscribed by
Judy Campbell

PARKS, RACHEL TAYLOR age
about 35 yrs. died Thursday at the
University Hospital, Charlottesville, Va.
There are so many tragic features of
the death & life of Mrs. Parks that it is
a hard matter to recall them in a
categorical manner, when a mere girl
she became the wife of Andrew
Jenkins, living in the Ida
neighborhood. Their early married life
was happy & prosperous but in a little
while a sadder day came for the bride
of a short time before. In that year
Andrew Jenkins & Harry Buracker,
living in the same section of the county
became obsessed with the idea that
they could "grow rich" picking apples
and doing agricultural labors in
Jefferson Co., WV. In November of
1917, Jenkins, accompanied by
Buracker, attempted to reach West

Virginia on a freight train. In some
manner and this is only guess work,
Jenkins & Buracker were crushed to
death at what is now known as
"Heiston's Grade" about 2-1/2 miles
east of Luray. Their mangled bodies
both nearly beyond recognition were
brought to Luray and placed in the
Undertaking Parlors of Bradley
Brothers, at that time located in the
building now known as the T. C.
Brown butcher shop. For sometime it
was a question as to who was Jenkins
and who was Buracker, so badly were
their bodies mangled by the freight
train. In a few years, the widow of
Andrew Jenkins, became the bride of
Edward Buracker, a son of James
Buracker , now living in the Ida Hollow
of this county. Time went well. The
couple were apparently happy. Mrs.
Jenkins had a son by her first
husband. The boy's name is Donald
Jenkins. Time as it always does, wove
itself into mysterious surroundings as
other youngsters of the Buracker-
Jenkins union were born. The home
apparently was a love cote. There was
not a jar nor a jolt to disturb the
placidity of the humble mountain
home.

Buracker was a World War Soldier.
On the 5th of March 1931 when
Buracker against protests from his wife
came to a point not far from the Ida
store to look for an answer from his
numerous demands for a recognition
of his war service he met his death.
On the fatal day (05 Mar 1931)
Buracker while on his way to his home
near Skyland was shot and it is
believed was instantly killed. Buracker
was buried in an old and almost
abandoned graveyard on top of the
Blue Ridge not far from his home. It
was not many months before the
widow (Mrs. Edward Buracker )
became the bride of George Parks,
living at Skyland. So far as known
Parks & his bride got along together.
There was not a rift in their wedded
life. About 2 months ago, Mrs. Parks,
living at the home where she &
Buracker had lived for a number of
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years, arose early one morning to start
a fire in the kitchen stove. In some
manner she used gasoline for starting
the fire instead of coal oil. The result
was that there was an explosion and
that she was terribly burned almost
over her entire body. Her husband,
George Parks, hearing her screams,
ran to her rescue in an attempt to save
her from cremation. Mr. & Mrs. Parks
were immediately hastened to the
Charlottesville Hospital where she had
been a patient until her death. It is
believed that she inhaled some of the
flames from the highly explosive
gasoline. Mr. Parks suffered terrible
burns while trying to extinguish the
flames, though he is now on the road
to recovery. Mrs. Parks is a d/o W. D.
Taylor. (issue 05 Mar 1935)
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Skyland - The Heart of the Shenandoah
Park, by George Freeman

National
Pollock p.151:

Early in the winter of 1831, a
murder was committed near Skyland.

Edward Buracker , coming up from
one of the Page Valley settlements
along the edge of the Blue Ridge, had
married Rachel, one of Delan Taylor's
daughters, and had taken up his
residence in a small cabin near
Skyland. | had built this cabin for the
use of my carpenters, but during the
winter when it was not occupied,
Buracker had moved in as a squatter.

A peddler of moonshine, Buracker
supplied my guest and employees with
whiskey which he procured from other
places, and frequently with his own
inferior brand which he manufactured
using home-made apparatus set up at
any old spring that was convenient.
However, Buracker was a good worker
when he was on the job, and it was
advantageous to have him so close to
the livery stable when we needed
guides for our guests on all night
camping trips. He was very handy,
could take his turn carrying bedding,
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never gave us any real trouble and, in
fact, was a right good fellow.

| was very busy in Washington the
winter of the murder but | had to make
a trip to the Mountain, and when | got
to Luray | was greeted with the news
that Buracker had been murdered.
Radford's bloodhounds had already
arrived from  Waynesboro, and
hurrying to Emerson's livery stable in
Luray, | got "Lady," a fine gaited white
mare and the best horse in that
establishment, and dashed off to
Skyland.

Buracker, who was a pensioned
veteran of World War |, had been
expecting some papers to be sent to
him in the Valley, and to get his malil
he had taken the desolate and the
lonely trail leading from Skyland via
bushy Top Mountain down into Ida
Hollow. Bad blood existed between
Buracker and a group in lIda Hollow
due to his knowledge of and threats to
expose the location of an illicit still; and
he had gotten his mail and was half
way home when someone let him
have a full charge of shot directly
through his heatrt.

The murderer then dragged the
body a long distance to a ravine by the
side of the trail and covered it with
leaves and brush. The bloodhounds
had departed before | got to the scene
but | could hear them baying as they
followed the tracks and after going
about five miles in almost a bee-line,
the hounds stopped at the house of a
party who had already been arrested
on suspicion.

Buracker's funeral took place a few
days later and it was certainly a
solemn affair. A large crowd of
mountaineers, including representa-
tives of about every mountain family |
knew, was on hand, as were two
mountain pastors and a number of
singers. The short sermons were very
good indeed, the singing was
excellent, and the scene was
impressive as the pall bearers carried
the coffin from the cabin out across the
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snow covered fields and through the
forest to a little cemetery located on
the spot where Fletcher had once
lived.
*khkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkk
More about John Burricker/Buracker,
son of Daniel and Elizabeth Buracker

(FromBuracker & Boraker Family
History Research, Number 12, April 1978

Land Records— Shenandoah Co. DB X
p.284, 1 Feb 1817: John BURACHER,
one of the sons and heirs of Daniel
BURACHER, deceased, to William R.
ALMOND, for $50 1/13 part together with
1/13 of dower of Daniel BURRICKER
[wife didn’t sign].

Military Records for War of 1812 --

John BURRICKER was a Private in the

4™ Regiment of the Virginian Militia

under Lt. Col. Huston and Lt. Col.
Wooding. He enlisted 18 July 1814 and

his service expired 9 Aug 1814. He served
in Capt. Samuel Hopewell's Company of
Infantry at Norfolk, Virginia for 23 days.
Rate of pay was $8.00 a month. He was
paid $5.93.

Pension Files: John BURACHER - BLW
& 1032-80-1855. On 12 Apr 1854, John
is 61 in Page Co., Va. He says he served
under Capt. Hopewell in thé"A/A.

Militia under Col. Houston and was
transferred to Capt. Morrison’s Co. in the
4™ VA. Millitia under Col. Wooding. He
was drafted in Shenandoah Co. Va. And
was discharged at Camp Peach Orchard.
Jacob and William Cubbage, Page Co.
Va., swear they served with John. Tife 3
Auditor, Treasury Dept., can only find the
service in Hopewell’'s Company from 18
Jul 1814 to 9 Aug 1814. He gets BLW &
55832-80-1850 (80 acres of bounty land
under the act of 1850). The Commisioner
writes to John at Luray, Va. and John
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responds on 25 May 1854 to say that he
lives 10 to 12 miles from Luray and asks
the Commissioner to write to him at
Marksville. On 16 March 1855 John is 63
and in Page Co. Va.

John BURUCKER (or BUROCKER) So
11054 — Name also appears as BURUKER
in file. On 17 Apr 1871 he is in Page Co.
Va and 80 years old. He married
Elizabeth NICHOLS at Marksville, Va. 26
Nov 1815. He is now a widower [in

1871]. He served under Capt. Hopewell
most of the time at Bay Shore and at the
old peach orchard near Norfolk. On 13
Sep 1871 he is still 80 and in Marksville,
Va. A note in the file says he got BLW &
1032-80-1855 [80 acres of bounty land
under the act of 1855], but those papers
are not in the file. The Third Auditor of
the Treasury Department can only find his
service in Capt. Samuel Hopewell's
Company from 18 July 1814 to 9 Aug
1814 so his application is rejected because
of insufficient service. A note in the file
says his case was reopened 17 Dec 1872,
but no change taken in the action.

The BLW & 55832-80-1850 issued to
John BERRACKER was used to enter the
E % of the SE 1/4 , Sec. 13, TWP 105,
Range 6 at the land office in Brownsuville,
Missouri Territory, but John appears to
have sold the warrant to Isaac S.
Boardman since Boardman received the
patent (Vol. 314, p. 281).

The following tombstone photos are from
Ken Gissy’s website at:

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb
ancestry.com/~kg/index.htm

ZEL LA s BURAGKER

MAY, 10 1903
Ol 30, 1944
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