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The Van Cleave & Boone Connection

HIS newsletter is a tribute to

Walter M Boraker who was a

pioneer in doing research on the

Boraker family history. He was the
one who inspired me to trace the Boraker
lineage back to Germany.

It was in 1954 when | came across
Walter's name and address on a magazine
mailing list. Since | knew that the Boraker
name wasn’'t very common, | assumed
Walter must be a relative that | had not
heard of before.

| wrote to Walter in Colorado and he

responded by sending a diagram showing
the Boraker families and their relationship

— all the way back to my great-great-great
grandfather in Virginia. He also sent a

photo of my great-great grandfather Daniel
Boraker and his family. He sent a tape
recording as well with his voice describing

the family history.

Walter and his fatheFrank H. Boraker,
later visited me in Pasadena, California
where | was a student in college. | met
Walter again in 1986 at the Buracker,
Buroker, Burocker, Boroker and Boraker
Family Reunion in Portland, Oregon. He
was still doing research about the family
by travelling throughout the country. He
even attended genealogical conferences at
various times. See page 2 for more details.

Walter's father marriedertha May Van
Cleave. Walter said she was related to
Squire Boone’s wife, the sister-in-law of
the historical explorer,Daniel Boone
Walter's brother, Herman L Boraker,
wrote the same in his 1995 newsletter.

I never saw all the evidence tracing
Bertha May (Van Cleave) Boraker back

to Daniel Boone’s family until recently.
Walter had so far traced it back for three
generations, but there was still a gap that
needed to be filled. By doing research on
the internet, the missing generations have
been found on the databases produced by
Tony Shiffer, Marc Griffin, Tracy Minter
and Fred Krauss. Richard Lawson has
posted much detailed information on the
Van Cleave Family message board at
www.genealogy.com.

The early history of Daniel and Squire
Boone’s family is well publicized in books
and articles, even on the internet.

To see the connection between the Van
Cleave and Boone families, we will begin
with the well-known Boone family.
Squire Boone Sr was born in England.
He marriedSarah Morgan and they had
eleven children, namely: Sarah, Israel,
Samuel, Jonathan, ElizabethDaniel,
Mary, George, Edward, Hannah and
Squire Jr. who marriedJane Van Cleve
She was the daughter of the Dutchman
Aaron Van Cleve who married Rachel
Schenk. He was the direct ancestor of
Bertha May Van Cleave who married
Frank Hutchings Boraker. An article
and a chart give more details on pages 3-4.

Boraker — 97 years

Dema Boraker of Ferndale celebrated hel" «7
birthday with dinner wither family at Chuckanit
Manor. She was born May 14, 1907 in Kansas.

She is a member of First Baptism Church ‘in
Ferndale. She enjoys reading and handiwork.

Her children are Donna and husband Phil Port ey,
Everett and wife Helen Boraker and Charlote
Boraker, all of Ferndale.

She has five grandchildren, nine great
grandchildren, and seven great-great grandchildr :n.

She attributes her longevity to faith in God an(
loving family. (Bellingham HeraldMay 2004).

| R. C. Boraker, 14 Reynards Way, Bricket Wood, ST. A LBANS, Herts. AL2 3SF, England |




Family History Research Newsletters

Walter M Boraker
1909-2000

This is a belated tribute to honor Walter M
Boraker who died on January 6, 2000. The
oldest of four children, he was born on
October 19, 1909 in Crawfordsville,
Indiana to Frank Hutchings Boraker and
Bertha May (Van Cleave) Boraker. He
was nine years old when his mother caught
the flu. The flu developed into tuberculosis
and her health continued to fail. When
doctors said she needed to be in a dry
climate, the family moved to Rocky Ford,
Colorado in June 1927.

Unfortunately, Bertha May (Van Cleave)
Boraker died the following year, March
27, 1928 as the descendant of Daniel
Boone’s sister-in-law, Jane Van Cleve,
wife of Squire Boone, Jr.

Starting in 1929, Walter began offering
radio repair service from his home. He
became a charter member of the Rocky
Ford Radio Club when it was organized in
1932. He received his ham radio station
and operator's license on September 6,
1933.

A Rocky Ford High School graduate, he
worked during the sugar campaigns of
1927 thru 1933, first at Rocky Ford, then
at the Swink factory. In 1936, he started
working in food services at Ft. Lyon VA

Medical Center.

Because of his interest in aviation, Walter
received his student pilot certificate on
January 30, 1939. World War Il, however,
interrupted his flying lessons.

After entering the U.S. Army in March
1942, he served in the African Theater,
Tunisia, Central Europe, Rome, Arno,
Southern France and the Rhineland. As a
member of the Signal Corps Heavy
Construction Battalion, he worked as a
telephone and telegraph cable splicer and
truck driver. He was responsible for laying
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and keeping communication lines open
and repairing lines, which had been
bombed out. He also hauled supplies.

Walter was discharged from the army on
October 18, 1945. He was awarded the
Good Conduct Medal, African Theater
Medal, Middle Eastern Medal and

European Theater Medal. After the war,
Walter returned to Colorado and worked at
the Ft. Lyon VA hospital as the dining hall

supervisor, retiring in  1966. After

retirement, he remained active in the
National Association of Retired Federal
Employees where first served as vice-
president and later as president.

Near the end of his life, Walter became a
resident of the Bent County Nursing Home
where he was the *“facility gardener”.

Although he had never had much to do
with flowers before, he found a new hobby
and said, “You're never to old to learn

something new.

Walter's other interests included studying
nature, science, electronics, photography,
ham radio, travelling, avionics and

genealogy that he began studying in 1938.
He travelled throughout the country

gathering information about the Boraker
and related families. He attended
genealogical conferences and family
reunions. We are indebted to him for his
pioneer research about the Boraker family
history.

Walter M. Boraker is survived by his

sister Ethel Elizabeth Edgar of

Greeley, Colorado and brother George
F Boraker and his wife Laura

(Berkley) of Rocky Ford, Colorado

and several nieces and nephews

(This information is based on the
articles published in th&ocky Ford
Daily Gazette January 10, 2000 and
August 16, 1995.
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Van Cleave & Boone Families
On the American Frontier

Squire Boone came from England and
settled in Pennsylvania where his son
Daniel was born on October 22, 1734
where he received a basic education.
Squire Jr. was born on October 5, 1744
in Lancaster County, Pennsyslvania.
They had nine other brothers and
sisters.

Squire Boone moved his family to the
Yadkin Valley in North Carolina
around 1752. He purchased 640 acres
on Bear Creek in 1753. Near his land
lived the family of Joseph Bryan
Four of Squire’s children married
Bryans.

Daniel Boone marrie®Rebecca Bryan
iN1756. Squire Boone Jr. married Jane
Van Cleve on July 11, 1765.

Both Daniel and Squire Boone Jr. were
known for their skills as woodsmen,

trailblazers, Indian fighters and

frontiersmen. They often travelled and
worked together.

In 1759, Daniel bought 640 acres on
Bear Creek from his father. In 1764,
Daniel sold the 640 acres tharon
Van Cleave.

Around 1770, Daniel and Squire joined
together to travel to Kentucky where
they explored the area until 1771 when
they returned home.

Daniel sold his farm in North Carolina
and set out in 1773 with his family and
two brothers, including Squire Jr.,
along with five other pioneer familes
to make a home in Kentucky. The
Bryans were among them. Daniel soon

erected a stockade fort on the
Kentucky river called Boonsborough.

In 1775, Daniel Boone and 30
woodsmen blazed a trail between the
Carolinas and the west that became
known as the “Wilderness Road.” His
family continued to live at Fort
Boonsborough until 1792.

Squire Boone Jr. moved his family to

Kentucky in 1776 where he performed
the first marriage in that state.He was
wounded many times in fighting the

Indians and almost died on several
occasions. In 1780 he moved to Squire
Boone’s Station where the Bryans and
Van Cleves were also located.

Playing leading roles in frontier

American history, Squire and Daniel
Boone and others made it possible to
open up Kentucky for the settlers
coming from the northwest part of the
country.

Around 1804, Squire and five of his
sons and five other Boones moved to
Harrison County, Indiana. There he
acquired property, built a grist mill,

worked in the gun trade and quarried
stones. Before he died in 1815, he built
his own walnut coffin. He requested
that his burial should be in a cavern
where he once had hidden from an
Indian war party in 1790. “Squire

Boone Caverns” is now a tourist
attraction.

After Squire’s death, his widow Jane
(Van Cleave) Boone lived with her son
Enoch Morgan Boone in Meade
County, Kentucky, just across the river
from HarrisonCounty.
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More about the Pedigree Chart Walter M Boraker
1909-2000

Squire Boone Jr married Jane Van
Cleve. Her descendancy tBertha
May (Van Cleave) Boraker follows
three routes because of intermarriage
between Van Cleave cousins. These
routes begin with Jane’s two brothers,
Benjamin and John.

Route 1. Benjamin Van Cleave

married Ruth Manson. Ralph Van
Cleave married Elizabeth Stubbins.
Jonathan Van Cleave married
Elizabeth Van Cleave. Ralph Van
Cleave married Catherine Coons. John
Ralph Van Cleave married Nancy Ann
Van Cleave. Bertha May Van Cleave
married Frank H. Boraker.

Route 2 Benjamin Van Cleave
married Ruth Munson. Aaron Van
Cleave married Elizabeth Van Cleave
OR: John Van Cleef married 2) Mary
Shepherd. Their daughter Elizabeth
Van Cleave married Aaron Van
Cleave. Margaret Van Cleave married
Benjamin S. Taylor. Lucinda E Taylor
married Aaron Van Cleave. Their
daughter Nancy Ann Van Cleave
married John Ralph Van Cleave.
Bertha May Van Cleave married Frank
H. Boraker.

Route 3 \]Ohn Van Cleef marrled 2) IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
Mary Shepherd. Aaron Van Cleave
married Elizabeth Griffin. Matilda Van

Cleave married Levi Van Cleave.
Aaron Van Cleave married Lucinda E.
Taylor. Nancy Ann Van Cleave

married Ralph Van Cleave. Bertha
May Van Cleave married Frank H.
Boraker.

Note written in December 2007The
life and death of Walter’s brother,
Herman L Boraker, was covered in
Newsletter Number 27. His other
brother,George F. Boraker and
sister,Ethel (Boraker) Edgar, are still
living in Colorado.

The Pedigree Chart hopefully makes

the relationships clearer. Email address:

http://www.rboraker@ntlworld.com
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