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Herman L Boraker  1919-2002 
 
 FTER suffering from a long 
illness of more than 14 months, 
Herman L Boraker died on 

November 10 in Rocky Ford, Colorado. See 
more details about his life and work given in 
the articles published in the Rocky Ford Daily 
Gazette. 
 
Notice that Mr. Boraker was 
the son of Frank Hutchings 
Boraker and Bertha May (Van 
Cleave) and that he was born 
in Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
Many Borakers can trace their 
ancestry to that area. Charles 
T. Boraker was also born 
there. He was a cousin of 
Frank H. Boraker since both 
had the same grandparents 
who were Daniel and Nancy 
W. (Jackson) Boraker. 
 
Herman’s family moved to 
Rocky Ford in 1927 where his 
blind father operated a news 
and tobacco stand for 30 
years. 
 
Herman was an avid collector 
of old coins and cancelled 
checks. His contacts in 
numismatic associations 
“gained him national fame”, 
reported the Rocky Ford Daily 
Gazette (see page 2). 
 
There were other 
achievements. In 1986 the 
Rocky Ford Chamber of 
Commerce for his work as 
chairman of the Rocky Ford 
Centennial Committee 
proclaimed Herman Boraker 
as the “Citizen of the Year”. 
 
 

 

In 1989 Herman received a lifetime 
membership certificate from the Rocky Ford 
Chamber of Commerce. About his life in 
general, Herman said he had one hope. “I hope 
life will be kind to everyone else.” Even 
though he had faced disappointments and long 
periods of illness, his concern was for the 
happiness of others. 
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