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The CRAWFORD Connection — Part 2

corrections and additions to what
was given last time in Newsletter
Number 23.

I T IS NOW time to make some

When | was going through some
unsorted files, | came across a letter
given to me by my aunt Mildred
(Boraker) Butterworth. She received it
from one of the Crawford relatives in
Monett, Missouri called “Nola”. The
letter, dated 7 August 1974 is
addressed to “Virginia”. [Nola and
Virginia were daughters dfeota
Crawford and Maynard Taylor.]

Much of the information on the Family
Group sheets sent with this letter on
pages 4-5 is the same we received from
Gail Niskern. On the Family Group
sheet fodonathan H. Crawford, the
death date fowilliam J. Crawford is
either 1900 or 1910. Which is correct?
For child 4, it is either Rhodie or

Rhodia Crawford.

The letter to Virginia included this
information from the 1830 census for
Bledsoe County, Tennessee:
Jonathan Crawford and wife, ages
30-40; 3 sons between 5-10; daughter
under 5. The ages would fit what we
already know of Jonathan’s family.

Concernind'Henry” or Henry

William Crawford , son ofRobert
Preston Crawford, Mildred (Boraker)
Butterworth said he was killed in a
mine incident as a young man in 1913

and sent newspaper articles about it.
His wife wasLottie [Charlotte Lottie
Hixon]. He could not, therefore, be the
same “W.H.” or “Will” Crawford
mentioned in a newspaper article |
have. His wife wa®©ma Ellen
(Hubbard) who died in August 1959.
[The article says her husband, W. H.
Crawford, survived her. He was the
son of John William and Mary
Crawford and a nephew of Robert
Preston Crawford.]

The wife ofRobert Preston

Crawford wasSarah Palmyra
Cannady or Canady, as it is spelled in
family records. But in the census
record for 1870 (Barry County, MO,
Kings Prairie Township) the name is
spelledCannada.

Robert Preston Crawford with his sister Ella May
Photo submitted by Mildred (Boraker) Butterworth
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Editor's comments written
in April 2008

| encountered some problems with
birth dates when redoing Chart 17, The
Crawford Family Tree. Here are the
problems:

Catherine Emmaline (Black)

Crawford, wife of John Houston
Crawford : Her birth date is usually
given as 19 Sep 1827, yet the
gravestone says “1829-1910.” Look at
the evidence: In the 1900 census she is
72 and was born in September 1827.
On the website for New Liberty-Kings
Prairie Cemetery in Barry Co. MO, a
photo of the gravestone for “Emaline
Crawford” is given with a note from

Jay Trace. It says: “She was listed as
Catherine E. Crawford with a death
date of Nov. 5, 1910 in the King
Funeral Home Records. She was a
widow, who died of senile atrophy of
brain at age 83 years, 1 month, 17
days. Emaline was age 81 according to
her stone.”

But is the stone correct? If she were 83
years old in 1910 when she died, her
birth date would be in 1827. The
Crawford family records also give her
year of birth as being in 1827 (Letter
from Nola to Virginia and research by
Gail Niskern and Dorothy). Her death
certificate gives her date of birth as
September 19, 1827 and her death was
on November 5, 1910. Did a copyist
make an error when the gravestone
was made?

Sarah Palmyra (Cannady, Kennedy)
Crawford who married Robert

Preston Crawford: Al Donica and

Ken Gissy give her date of birth as
October 1858. Her gravestone says
1857 as do the Crawford family
records. In the 1870 census she was 13
(b. Abt 1857). In the 1880 census, she
was 22 (b. Abt 1858). In the 1900
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census she was 44 (b. Abt 1856), but it
also says she was born in Oct. 1855.
Did someone give the census taker
wrong information or did he or she
write it down wrong?

| have a newspaper article that says
Sarah Crawford, wife of R.P.

Crawford, died at the age of 84 (plus 3
months and 12 days as it is on the
death certificate). Since that was in
1941, the year of birth would then be

in 1857. Her death certificate says she
was born on October 10, 1856 and died
on January 25, 1941..

Ella May (Crawford) Boraker: The
Boraker family records give her date of
birth as being December 24, 1883.

Most of the census records agree. But
in the 1900 census, she was age 17 and
born in December 1882. The date of 24
December 1882 is also on the cemetery
record for the Woodlawn Cemetery,
Whatcom County, WA (“Find a

Grave” at Ancestry.com).

In 2006, some Crawford researchers
discussed the birth date fRobert
Preston Crawford. At the time |

wrote the following comments: There
appears to be a problem with the birth
year for Robert Preston Crawford. His
sister Lucinda Evelyn Crawford was
born on 20th August 1856, according
to her death certificate. That is
supported by the census records that
give the following:

Lucinda E. Crawford in:

1860 Census: Age 4 (b. Abt 1856)
1870 Census: Age 14 (b. Abt 1856)
1900 CensusLucinda (Crawford)
Fleming born August 1856. Now 43
years old.

But her brother Robert Preston
Crawford was born on 25th March
1857, according to his death certificate.
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That is only seven months later. Was
it a premature birth? Or is the year or
month wrong for the birth of Lucinda
or Robert? The birth years on their
tombstones are 1856 and 1857
respectively. | suppose a tombstone
could be wrong. The census records
for Robert don't help much as you can
see as follow:

Robert Preston Crawford in:

1860 Census:
1870 Census:
1880 Census:
1900 Census:
1910 Census:
1920 Census:

Age 2 (b. Abt 1858)
Age 12

Age 22

Age 45, b. in Mar. 1855
Age 52

Age 62

The Crawford family records give his
year of birth as 1857. CIiff Bowlin
gives the date 24 March 1858, which
may be correct if the tombstone is in
error. Here is his analysis:

“When | don’t have any primary
source information, | tend to put more
weight on early census records. But
you never know if the census
enumerator has followed instructions
concerning the census date or not. |
many cases you find that some peo
are getting older as they age and sc
younger. That's why | put more weic
on the early census.

“The census date for 1860 was 1 JuL
1860.

1870, 1 June 1870

1880, 1 June 1880

1900, 1 June 1900

1910, 15 April 1910

1920, 1 Jan. 1920

“In 1860 Robert Preston Crawford w
listed as age 2. That would be a birt
between 2 June and 1 June 1858. /
that would be the same for 1870 an
1880, where he is listed as age 12 ¢
22. So the date of 24 March 1858
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would be consistent with the ages
shown on those two.

“I would discount the 1900 census.
The March 1858 date is also consistent
with the 1910 census but is not
consistent with the 1920 census.

“The March 1858 date makes more
sense if the birth date for Robert’s
sister Lucinda is correct, unless Robert
Preston was a ‘preemie’. How well
would a seven-month premature child
survive with the medical services
available in 1857?

“Death certificates and tombstones
may or may not have correct
information — depending on who is
reporting and what they think is
accurate.”

When there is strong evidence for two
different years, | think we should
indicate that in this way: 1857/58. |
welcome your comments or other
information.

Lucinda Evelyn Fleming with her
brother Robert Preston Crawford
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