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The CRAWFORD Connection – Part 1
 
 HARLES T. Boraker (born 
1876, IN) married Ella May 
Crawford (born 1882/83, MO) 

in Aurora, Missouri. Does anyone 
know the marriage date? [It was on 30 
March 1903 in Aurora, MO.] To those 
of you interested in tracing the 
ancestors of Ella May Crawford , see 
the Pedigree Chart No. 17 on page 3. 
 
There is a Jonathan Crawford listed 
in the 1830 census for Bledsoe County, 
Tennessee (page 274).  We need to get 
more details to see if his children 
match what we already have. The 
census record may tell us where 
Jonathan was born. 
 
Concerning his wife Sarah Smith, 
Gail Niskern said, “There is a legend 
of Indian blood in the family, believed 
to be in Sarah’s line. Tennessee is 
Cherokee country and “Sarah Smith” 
could be an adopted name. 
 
Here are some questions that need 
answers: 
 

1. The 1880 census for Barry Co., 
MO (King’s Prairie Township) 
gives the following family:   

  
R. P. Crawford, 22, born MO. 
Sarah Crawford, 22, born MO 
Children:-- Henry, 1 month 

 
2. Elda Reta (Crawford) Allen or 

Ruth (Boraker) Southland sent 
me a photograph of the 
Crawfords in Missouri. On the  

 
back it says, “Left to Right: Cleve 
Donica, Will Crawford, Flora, 
Alma, Laura Alexander, Nellie 
Fleming”, but where does Cleve 
Donica fit in?  

 
3. The 1870 census for Barry Co. 

MO lists the following family: 
 
George Jackson, 34, born in MO 
Martha Jackson, 28, born in TN 
Children:  John G. 5, born in MO 
Thomas M. 3, born in MO  
Sarah F. 1, born in MO 

 
Martha Jackson was Robert Preston 
Crawford’s  sister. Her first marriage 
was to George W. Jackson. Secondly, 
she married Joseph Thomas Donica. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
think their name before that was 
‘Presley.’ The scene [of the 
transaction] was on the creek named 
Craw and a ford.”  
 
Happy hunting! And please send me 
any corrections and additional 
information you uncover. 
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One note Gail Niskearn gave me says: 
“The first Crawford is said to have 
come to America in early 1600 and 
arrived in Jamestown, Virginia. They 
were given the name of Craw-Ford by 
the King in 1000 AD for aiding him. I  
think their name before that was 
‘Presley.’ The scene [of the 
transaction] was on the creek named 
Craw and a ford.”  
 
Happy hunting! And please send me 
any corrections and additional 
information you uncover. 
 
Editor’s Note written in April 2008:  
Since this newsletter was written, a 
large amount of information about the 
Crawford and Donica families has 
been contributed by researchers such 
as Lynda Smith, Sheryl Shaw, Al 
Donica and others.  
 
The full name for “Cleve Donica” was 
Grover Cleveland Donica who was 
born on 10 November 1888 in Barry 
Co., MO and married Martha A. 
Alexander. He was the son of Mary 
Caroline (Crofford) and John 
William Donica. His uncle, Joseph 
Thomas Donica, married Martha 
Ann Crawford, Mary Caroline’s 
sister. These marriages of two 
Crawford sisters to two Donica 
brothers created the Crawford-Donica 
connection. The Crawford-Boraker  
connection begins with the marriage of 
Ella May Crawford to Charles 
Theodore Boraker. 
 
When doing Chart 17, various 
birthdates were found for Catherine 
Emaline and Sarah P. Crawford. Are 
the dates on the tombstones correct? 
 
The family legend about Indian blood 
being in the Crawford line was 
discussed in Newsletter No. 34, “The 
Crawford Connection Update.” 
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