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By Barbara Courtney 

 
 HE FIRST Quinquennial 
Buroker/Buracker/Boraker 
Family Reunion was held on 

Sunday, August 10, 1986 in Portland, 
Oregon. Over 65 attended. 
 
Although there are many different 
ways to spell our surname, (one source 
says there are at least fifty), we can all 
trace our line back to a common 
ancestor, Daniel and his wife Elizabeth 
who settled in the vicinity of Luray, 
Virginia, in the late 1700’s. 
 
The descendants of John, Joseph and 
David Buroker, pioneers who crossed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walter and Eldon BORAKER, third cousins, 
met for the first time at the Family Reunion 

 

 
the plains in 1864 and settled in the 
Walla Walla Valley of Washington  

 
Territory, have been holding reunions 
in the Northwest for the past 46 years.  
This year it was decided to include 
other branches of the family. 
 
 
There were three different branches 
represented. The “Borakers” included 
Robert and Margaret Boraker and 
daughter Helen from St. Albans, 
England; Bob’s parents Eldon and 
Martha from Everett, Washington; Ted 
and Mildred (Boraker) Butterworth 
(Eldon’s sister) from Bellingham, 
Washington; Julene (Boraker) 
Christensen (Bob’s sister) from 
Everett; and Walter M Boraker from 
Las Animas, Colorado. 
 
 
The Buraker branch was represented 
by Walter and Frances (Buraker) 
Snedon of Renton, Washington. 
 
 
The rest of the clan present were 
“Burokers” and came from the states 
of Washington, Oregon and Idaho – 
most of them from Portland and the 
surrounding area. Included in this 
group were two families whom the 
“Portland Burokers” had not met 
before. They were happy to welcome 
the McCulloughs from Lewiston, 
Idaho and Bremerton, Washington and 
Brian and Tish Buroker had their two 
children from Riverton, Utah. 
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A ten-foot long family tree was on 
display and was discussed and 
analysed, corrected and photographed  
in the course of the afternoon. Some 
members of the family brought their 
research projects, mementoes and 
photo albums. (See photos on page 2.) 
 
A “pot luck dinner”, quiz and prize 
draw were enjoyed by all. Everyone 
looked forward to the next reunion five 
years hence when we plan on getting 
together again.  

The group of 65 people who gathered together for 
the Buroker/Buraker/Boraker Family Reunion  
 


