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The KOONTZ Connection 
 
 NEW book was published in 
1979 that gives the descendants 
of John Koontz who settled in 

Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. It is the 
result of five years of research by the 
author, Lowell L. Koontz, and covers 
7,296 names including the descendants 
of Joshua Buracker and Susannah 
Koontz. 
 
See Newsletter Number 13 for our 
report about Joshua Buracker. We can 
now fill in some more details with the 
help of this new book. Charts 12 and 
12A give the full pedigree and show 
the connection between the Buracker 
and Koontz families. All the children 
and descendants of Joshua and 
Susannah Buracker can now be shown. 
 
Notice on the charts that Elder John 
Koontz was the grandfather of 
Susannah (Koontz) Buracker. He was a 
prominent and well-known Baptist 
minister in Shenandoah County. He 
was pastor of the Mill Creek Baptist 
church for about 50 years. His son 
Jacob’s will states: 
 
“Item. I give and bequeathe to my 
daughter Susanna Buracher  one 
equal ninth part of my estate” 
(History of the Descendants of John 
Koontz by Lowell L. Koontz, p. 16). 
 
Also notice that Joshua and Susannah’s 
granddaughter, Emma J. Buracker, 
was married to George William Kite   
 
 

 
who survived the terrible Flood of 
1870. His father Noah Kite was killed 
in that flood. The story of this event is 
recorded on page 127 of Koontz’s 
book. It’s also recorded in Strickler’s 
book, A Short History of Page County, 
Virginia, pp. 215-220. 
 
The book, History of Descendants of 
John Koontz, was published in 
hardback with 69 pages and 37 
illustrations. It has an 86-page index, 
350 well-cited reference sources 
including 49 different cemeteries. 
References to Buracker families are 
on pages 16, 33-35, 65-66, 71, 169-
170, 179-181, 408. It makes an ideal 
companion for Harry M. Strickler’s, A 
Short History of Page County, 
Virginia.  
 
Editor’s Note written in March, 2008: 
 
In 1979 the Koontz book could be 
ordered directly from the author whose 
address was: 
 
Lowell L. Koontz 
6327 Phillis Lane 
Alexandria, VA 
 
If the book is out of print, a good 
library may have it available. 
 
Pedigree Charts 11A and 12 are on 
pages 2 and 3.  They show the 
connection between the Buracker and 
Koontz families. 
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