Family History Research Newsletters

Number 17

March 1979

Memories of Luray, Virginia

N INTERVIEW with Ailene

(Cary) Black (who married

Lynn Black) was published in
thePage News & Courieon February
22, 1979. In the past, Mrs. Black has
kindly given us information about the
Buracker and Almond families who
lived in Luray (see Newsletters 2 and
7). In the interview by Dorothy Noble
Smith, Mrs. Black recalls events she
remembers from the past during her
lifetime.

“I was born in the home built by my
grandfatherJohn Beatty Seibert”
said Mrs. Black. [Se€hart 2A, p. 3].
“That home is now owned by Mrs.
Nitzi Shellenberger....

Photo of Mrs. Lynn Black with her marriage
certificate, published in theage News & Courier,
February 22, 1979

“I lived in the Seibert home until | was
five years old. Then in 1902 we moved
to Main Street for one year while our

home was being built on the corner of
Amiss Avenue. It is the white house
right across from the Episcopal
Church. The house is still in the family
for my husband’s brother owns it now.

“There were no homes there when we
built our house. It was all farm. We
crossed the street on stepping stones
and from our house to the railroad, the
street was all tanbark and gravel. This
land on Hawksbill was all farmed until
about 50 years ago.”

Mrs. Black has some old post cards of
Main Street in Luray as it was in 1912.
The street was not widened until
around 1920 so the pictures show
homes with gracious porches and trees
lined the street. The town looks
peaceful and lovely.

“The Buracker house was where Mick
and Mack is now. The house had a big
parlor that ran all across the front of
the house and back along Hawksbill.
The two aunts who lived there, when |
was a child, had all the relatives, in-
laws and their children — about 40
altogether — come to their home for
Christmas dinner.”

Mrs. Black has the Southern Cross of
Honor given to Confederate Soldiers.
“I believe this one | have is one of two
in Page County. This Cross of Honor
was awarded to my grandfather, J. E.
Seibert, who fought from 1861-1865 in
the 11" Virginia Cavalry. One day the
cavalry went through Luray on their
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way to New Market. My grandmother
lived in the Buracker house and when
the soldiers came up Main Street, all
the five girls in the family ran to the
window to wave and cheer. J. B.
Seibert looked up, saw my
grandmother and said, ‘That’s the
prettiest girl | ever saw. I'll come back
and marry her.” He came back right
after the war and built the house where
| was born. The saber he used is still in
our family, a treasured part of our
heritage.”

In the interview, Mrs. Black went on to
say that Samuel Buracker, my great-
grandfather, owned the land which
later became known as Luray Caverns.
He did not know the caverns were
there until after he sold the property.
Of course, he felt cheated but couldn’t
do anything about it. Thougbamuel
and Daniel Buracker had many
children, there are none of that family
of Burackers remaining in the Valley
but me.”

Henry Boroker's
Mother-in-law Found

Past Newsletters have explained that
one of Daniel & Elizabeth Burricker’s
thirteen children was Henry (see
Newsletter No. 11). Henry married
Mary Ann Barton in January 1814 at
Woodstock, VA. We just received
more information about that Barton
family. Among the loose papers of the
County Court at Shenandoah, a bond
was found that appointddenry
Boruker as guardian of Marian
Barton, orphan ofranky Barton,
deceased. Henry Boruker signs it in
German. The bond is dated 10 Jan.
1814, the same day as the marriage
bond for Henry and Mary Ann Barton .
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Franky or Frankey Barton (her first
name was probably Frances) seems to
have lived in the area of New Market,
Virginia from the names of the persons
to whom her several children were
assigned for apprenticeships. She was
deceased by December 1800. In the
court for that month, the following
order appeared:

“Ordered that overseers of poor bind
John Barton and Mary Ann Barton,
baseborn children of Frankey Barton,
dec. to Samuel Furry: John, who si 15
years old next July, to learn trade of
Farmer; Mary Ann being 9 being 9
years old the B of May next....” (p.
226).

That means Mary Ann Barton was
born on 6 May 1792. She died on the
19 May 1873 (Newsletter No. 11). She
would have been 81 years old at the
time of her death. The cemetery record
at Crawfordsville, Indiana, however,
gives her age as being 79.

Another order on page 238 of the same
order book says: “Ordered that Vincent
Barton and Thomas Barton, baseborn
children of Frankey Barton, dec. be
bound to David Coffman-River, to

learn trade of farmer; Vincent is 13
years old 10 March next and Thomas is
4 years old 8 April next; Ordered that
Nelly Barton, baseborn child of
Frankey Barton, dec. be bound to John
Mundle; she being 11 years old the

15" of August next.”

Frankey Barton may have been a
Revolutionary War widow and perhaps
some of her children were not
“baseborn” (illegitimate) as reported to
the court. After all, she was deceased
and could not defend herself.
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