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The Children of Daniel & Elizabeth 
Burricker/Buracker – Part 5 

 
 
 N this series about the children and 
descendants of Daniel and 
Elizabeth Burricker, we come to: 

 
7. Joseph Burricker – Very little is 
known about Joseph who appears to 
have been unmarried. This is indicated 
by his will as follows: 
 
WB F p. 463, Shenandoah County, 
Virginia. Joseph Burricker leaves his 
estate to his brother Adam “to maintain 
my mother for her lifetime.” Dated 25 
Aug. 1806. Will was proved on 8 
September 1806 and affirmed by 
“Adam Boraker.” 
 
8. Joshua Burricker – Joshua was a 
prominent member of the family and 
there are many records that refer to 
him. Since he was 68 at the time of the 
1860 census, he was born about 1792. 
His military record, however, gives his 
age as 49 in 1850 which means his 
year of birth would have been 1801, 
the year his father Daniel died. His age 
was probably 59 in 1850 on December 
21. Joshua married Susanna Koontz, 
daughter of Jacob Koontz, on 1 March 
1820 (Virginia Marriage Bond 
Records, p. 263). 
 
Military Records for War of 1812 
 
Burracker, Joshua, 6 Regiment 
(Coleman’s August-December 1814)  
 

 
Virginia Militia. Service started 31 
Aug. 1814, expired 6 Dec. 1814. 
Served in Captain Joseph Ruffner’s 
Company of Infantry. Paid for three 
months and seven days at $8.00 a 
month. Total paid was $25.80. He now 
resides in Shenandoah County and was 
discharged at Cross Roads. A pay 
voucher in his file is dated Baltimore, 
16 Dec. 1814 for $17.79 and was for 
pay from 1 Oct. 1814 to 6 Dec. 1814. 
 
 
Bounty Land Warrants:  Joshua 
Buracker – BLW & 41025-120-1855 
(120 acres granted under Act of 1855) 
and BLW & 16608-40-1850. On 21 
Dec. 1850, Joshua, 49 [?], is in Page 
County, VA. He served under Captain 
Joshua Ruffner, 6th Virginia Militia 
under Lt. Col. Daniel Coleman. He 
was drafted in Shenandoah County and 
served from 31 Aug. to 6 Dec. 1814. 
He was discharged at Camp Cross 
Roads, Maryland. On 21 March 1855 
Joshua is 63 and still in Page County, 
VA. 
 
Land Records – Shenandoah County, 
VA, DB W p. 50, 27 May 1815: Joshua 
Burricker and Martin Buricker and 
Ellender his wife to Michael 
Burricker  their shares of widow 
Elizabeth Burricker’s dower (40 ½ ) a 
third part of the plantation containing 
197 ½ acres. 
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DB AA p. 467, 21 Oct. 1821: Jacob 
Koontz, Sr. to Joshua Burricker for 
$92.18 a lot on Little Hawksbill creek 
granted to Jacob Koontz, Sr. by deed 
of Joseph Pence. The land joins that 
of Henry Stroop. 
 
DB HH p. 12, 17 Jan. 1829:  James 
Baily and Rebecca (1st part), Ann 
Huffman (2nd part) and Joshua 
Burricker  (3rd part) a deed of trust for 
money owed by Bailey to Huffman. 
Burricker is trustee. 
 
Census Records: 1820 Census, 
Shenandoah Co. VA (FWM = Free 
White Male):  
Joshua Buruker:  1 FWM 16-26, 1 
FWF 16-26 
 
1830 Census, Shenandoah Co. VA: 
Burocker, Joshua: 1 FWM under 5, 1 
FWM 20-30; 1 FWF under 5, 1 FWF 
20-30 
 
1840 Census, Page Co. VA: 
Baracker, Joshua:  1 FWM 10-15, 2 
FWM 15-20, 1 FWM 20-30, 1 FWM 
40-50; 3 FWF under 5, 2 FWF 5-10, 1 
FWF 20-30, 1 FWF 30-40 
 
1850 Census, Page Co. VA: 
Buracker, Joshua, age 58 
 Ambrose, age 20 
 Mary A., age 17 
 Susannah, age 15 
 Sarah J., age 12 
 Martha E., age 10 
 Clarinda, age 8 

 
1860 Census, Page County, VA 
Burracker, Joshua, age 68 
  Sarah J. age 22 
  William Cliff, age 13 
  Martha, age 15 
Besides those mentioned in the 1850 
census, Joshua and Susanna had three 
other sons. Their eldest son was Philip 
A. Buracker who is mentioned in the 
following records: 

Page Co. VA DB C p. 62, 27 Oct. 
1846 – Formerly of Page Co. and 
now in Cass Co. Illinois (referring to 
Philip A. Buracker). Power of 
attorney is given to William 
Holtzman to conduct business 
relative to estate of Susan 
Buracker, deceased, a daughter and 
heir of Jacob Koontz, deceased and 
said Susan is mother of Philip A. 
Buracker. Cites that before 
marriage of Susan Koontz to 
Joshua Buracker, father of said 
Philip Buracker, said Jacob Koontz 
did convey by will to Susan, his 
daughter, certain property. 
 
Philip A. Buracker  married Jane 
Holtzman on 17 August 1844 (DAR 
Marriage Records). They went to 
Illinois and settled in Cass County. 
Their son William was born on 14 
September 1846 (Biographical Review 
of Cass, Schuyler and Brown Counties, 
Illinois published in 1892). Philip died 
on 28 May 1891 at the age of 68 years. 
His wife died in 1873. They also had 
two other sons: Alfred and George. 
William Buracker married Helen C. 
Heslep, daughter of Thomas and 
Catherine Heslep, in 1868. They had 
two children: Philip T. and Katie. 
 
Joshua and Susannah also had a son 
named Ambrose. In the book, 
Historical Sketches, Volume One by J. 
N. Gridley and others is an account 
given by Ambrose Buraker who says: 
“I was born June 1st, 1830 near 
Marksville, Page Co. Virginia. My 
schooling was limited to about 
eighteen months. A log house 
furnished with crude wood benches 
and desks, wooden inkwells and goose 
quill pens was the only school I ever 
attended. My parents owned a farm 
and tannery. I learned a little of both. 
My mother died when I was but 
fourteen years of age. At the age of 
sixteen I came to Illinois, county of 
Cass, where brother Phil Buraker , 
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Uncle John Rosenberger [husband of 
Susannah’s sister Elizabeth] and 
Gideon Koontz [a cousin, son of 
Susannah’s brother Joseph C. Koontz] 
were located. Railroads being few I 
came (in company with Wesley 
Rosenberger and William White) by 
stage and steamboat landing at 
Beardstown, Illinois. Then each of us 
loaded our baggage on ‘Shank’s 
ponies’ and headed for Viginia, Illinois 
where we rested over night then took a 
short cut across the wild prairies to 
Princeton and the house of Uncle John 
Rosenberger. Among my first 
acquaintances was that good old soul 
Uncle Jake Bergen.” 
 
He then recounts his adventures when 
mining in California for two years.  “I 
returned again to Illinois passing 
through Springfield when lots were 
worth $400 about the square. Aug. 3, 
1854 was married to Margaret I. 
Stout, daughter of Philemon Stout then 
living on Little Indian Creek…. Came 
to Memphis, MO, in 1892, have a farm 
near the city and a good home within 
the corporation.”  
Ambrose Buraker was 75 years old at 
the time of writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note written in February 2008:  
In the will of  Joshua Buracker dated 
November 14, 1866, he names his sons as 
being Phillip, Ambrose and James M. 
Buracker and four daughters being Polly 
Ann (Mary A.), Sarah Jane, Martha Ellen 
and Clarinda. The will was witnessed by 
Michael Buracker, Joshua’s brother. 
 
Sarah Jane Buracker married Samuel 
W. Buracker. One of their sons was 
William Lafayette Buracker  who 
remained in Page County. Another son 
was Samuel Walter Buracker (Jr.) who 
married Bessie May Breeden. They.went 
to Illinois and later to Washington. Their 
daughter Flora B. Buracker married 
Rupert E. Buracker, son of Jacob B. 
Buracker and grandson of John and 
Elizabeth (Nichols) Buracker. They also 
went to Cass County in Illinois. 
 
Ambrose Buracker mentioned Gideon 
Koontz who would have been his cousin. 
Gideon's sister was Mary Virginia 
Koontz who married Joseph E. 
Buracker, the son of Michael and 
Barbara (Gander) Buracker. 
 
Newsletter No.18 will include Charts 11A 
and 12 to show several connections 
between Koontz and Buracker families. 
 

 
The tombstones of Jacob and Barbara (Beaver) Koontz , Susannah’s parents 
(History of the Descendants of John Koontz by Lowell L. Koontz, pp. 14-15) 


