








263 262 HISTORY OF THE 

latter part of August, 1794, Wayne struck the 
-blow he had so long been preparing to strike. In 
one day the power of the Indians to molest Ken­
tucky settlements was broken forever. As Gen. 
WaYne neared the Indian fortifications these wild 
scouts closed in around them, shooting every In­
dian that ventured out of reach of the main force 
to carry messages or hunt for game. As Wayne 
neared the Indians' main force these pestiferous 
scouts drew in closer every day and hourly grew 
more independent and audacious until they had 
edged Up' close enough to form as slrirmishers. 

:- For several- days before -Wayne reached the 
ground an almost unbroke.ti skirmish raged day 
and night. When -shielded by darkness they crept 

. up ilear enough often to fire into the m~in camps.
<.':' 

Wheri.Wayne: came in contact and routed the !n­
diEms, these deadly scouts took them on the wing 
as they were fleeing from Wayne and slaughtered 
them without mercy. They pursued the broken 
Indians for several days, cutting down several" 
fifty miles from the battlefield. The campaign 
closed, and with it the military career of the old 
men of the Hardin family and their relatives 
closed forever. Many of them were far advanced 
in age. All of them had reached the middle stage 
of life or passed it. From boyhood up they had 
never known peace only at intervals Of short du­
ration. All their active life had been spent in war, 
turmoil and hardships. A new life now began 
with Hlem. The realities of a domestic life of 
quiet and repose were unknown to them. What 
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were they to do with themselves now that they 
had fought their last battle and laid by their arms 
foreverT I will try to tell you what they did and 
how they spent the rest of their lives. 

Among the company of scouts that scouted the 
country on the upper waters of the Wabash were 
my two grandfathers, Jack Hardin and Thomas 
Harding. The company of twenty was split up 
into five companies of four men each, and the 
country from White River to the lakes was di­
vivded into as many sections and four men al­
lotted to watch each section. Thomas Harding 
was with the four that scouted the country cross­
ing the Walnut Fork of the Eel River,i\n what is 
now Hendricks County, Ind. In their sCQuting on 
this river they established a camp at the, foot of a 
beautiuful and very singular mound that rises up 
on the'level bottom about fifty feet high in the 
shape of a hay stack, covering not over a half­
acre at its 'base. The country around was exceed­
ingly rich and very beautiful. Harding was so 
delighted with all he saw that he worked out a 
large tract of land as his and cut his name with 
his butcher' knife on a number of trees as a mark 
of his claim; also the date, July 20th, 1794. This 
I have seen on a beech tree at the head of his and 
his wife's graves on tlle top of the mound I have 
been describing. They were buried'there in after 
years. In 1830 these lands were brought into 
market by the government and he, though old, 
hastened off and entered all he wanted. In the 
following year he moved to the country and took 
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with him a large number of his relatives. 1'his 
move of his took to Indianapolis and the country 
beyond, the Hardin race:' 

The campaign over, the old men returned to 
their 'homes safe and sound except a few of them 
slightly wounded, but none seriously disabled. A 
season of great rejoicing followed their return. 
The finest game was brought in from the woods. 
Feasting and frolicking was the order of the day. 
Each of these old veterans fought his battles ov~r 

again and told of his exploits in the late campaign 
under "Mad Antny." Each had brought home 
some trophy pe~led off of unfortunate braves. 

:~.. They had brought down these to be exhibited and 
all the circumstances of their capture were fully 
told' at all their gatherings. Each felt that he had 
fully recovered his standing as a soldier and that ' 

. the stain Of St: Clair was forever·· wiped oUt." 
Each felt that he had been a host and done a big 
work in avenging the blood of Col. John. All 
looked on their 8C'hievements as the grandest of 
their lives. 1'hey had aided in the capture of Bur­
goyne at Saratoga. Of this achievement they 
were very proud, but that grand affair was not, in 
their estimation, equal to the annihilation of these 
hated Indians. When they were through with 
their frolicking and rejoicing they settled down in 
their -homes and went to work to recuperate their 
losses of the past three years. From the de­
parture of Col. John in the early part of 1792 up 
to the close of 1794 very little ~ork had been done 
on their farms. Three short crops in succession 
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had fallen heavily on the large majority of them. 
The fortunes of all of them had run quite low, 
and, with a number of them, to the bottom. They 
had to look mainly to the woods for a support till 
a crop could be made and things generaIIy rebuilt 
and set to rights. The year 1795 was a prosper~ 

ous year. Crops of all kinds were very abundant 
a.nd the settlers had a large surplus to sell to new­
comers in the country. This. year was always re­
ferred t6 by the old people as the year they made 
their start (as they called it). They had enough 
to sell to enable them to lay by something either 
in money or property;. a thing· they had never 
done before.' . From this time on they accumulated 
property very rapidly, having no wars .to call 
them from home and business.. They had now 

, .. 
no opportunity to be on the war path, and asthe 
next resource to gratify their ainbition, to' b~ in 
the lead, they turned their attention to money­
making and extending their landed estates~ Their 
energy in this new life pushed them rapidly for­
ward, and by the time old age began to tell on 
them, they without a single exception had laid 

f by ample meaus for their ease and comfort in 
1 their old days. Their houses were large, roomy I 

and well built of the best and most lasting timber. j Many of these houses are still standing, sound and 
;\ strong. Uncle 'Martin Hardin's, that he built be­

tween 1795 and 1800, is still there, and John and 
Jacob Davis' hou~es are today occupied. Sam 
Paine's house is still sound and is used as a house 
of worship. In the role of things this venerable 

:J , 
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old house became mine and I donated it with the these broad acres once owned by Col. John. In 
beautiful lot to the Baptists and Methodists as a, swelling around viewing his possessions his eyes 

.~ . - . 
'house to worship in and to establish a cemetery. '" " rested on the humble resting place of all these 

<
The 'house of Barnabas McHenry is standing, :~ dead people, the nice grove of spreading sugar 
sound and substantial. The-house Col. John Har­ ..... trees and the sod of grass under them. The idea . 
din built in 1790 still lives-the marks of his ax t· came to 'his mind that on all the farm. no place 
are still plain on the logs-but not as a dwelling. was so well suited as this to establish a mule lot. 
Near fifty years ago this house passed into the The stones that were put up to mark the resting 
hands of Charles Cameron, who still lives, hated place of fathers, mothers, children, were~roken 
'and ,despised' by everyone of the Hardin race down and hauled out to make room for ~" mules 
that knows him. And they have good reason to to stretch their weary limbs under the shade of 
hate :him and all his race. T'his vile, heartless the trees. When this more than brute was remon­


': '" -" mail bought 'the Col. John Hardin fann from
 strated with for his vandalism, he replied that he 
' ... -'-,: ' HileryHays~ On this farm Col. John had located, had bought the land and it was his to do wha.t h~
 

" ':, 'the first cemetery ever opened in the settlement.
 pleased with j and as to the dead that were in the 
:~~,'tL:.: ;:/ He~~ ~ll, the dead .wer~ bUried. M~ny of the brave ground, they were nothing but dead heretics, and 
'~~:'t!j.:{-.':t old pIoneers, theIr WIVes and chIldren w~reput" , he wa.s under no obligation morally or religiously 

' away there, reckoned not less than two hundred. 'to furnish~ ground for them. I know this man .. :,', ',' 
After the removal of Col. J ahn 's family, Hays, .:. Cameron and have often looked at his damnable' 
the next owner, watched over the graves carefully. ,- work and often said hard things i but I will try to 
He was a man in no way connected with any of let him rest, as he is now ninety years old and, 
these dead. Yet he watched it, kept a good fence the devil will soon pay him for his vandalism. 
around it, kept the rude stones in their places and .r I will now go hack to my subject. As time 
did all he possibly could to preserve the marks put rolled on these frugal people grew strong in 
up to -tell who rested underneath. This man of wealth. They had ample means to gratify their 
heart and soul sold to Cameron, l!..~tl-of ~. wants. Schools were built and their children were 
:e.e~r j a man thl'!t..~§k~Q_th~,..Yirgin ,Mary_and ,all sent to them, giving them all the chance they could 
the saints twice a day to bless him j this man that to acquire an education, a thing the fathers and 
went to church every Sunday and asked God "to mothers were sadly deficient in. These children, 
bless him and give him grace to do unto others as educated in the round log cabins in the woods, 
he would have others do unto him and his" j this under teachers not much better educated than the 
man Cameron came on the lands as master of all children they taught, made the men and women 
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that contributed so largely to giving Kentucky 
its great name of being the mother of statesmen 
and soldiers. No ten miles square on earth can 
boast of being the birth-place and training-groUIid 
of so many prominent men and women as the old 
Pleasant Run settlement. Some of the most prom­
inent were not born there, but were built up, 
schooled and trained; in a word, they were made 

.. there.•. Time passes on and these hardy old men 
'. and. w~en began to feel the wear of old.age and 

a new life 'began with' them. They relaxed their 
,efforts toa~um.ulate property and turned their 
farms.over to their sons and sons-iri~lflw and they 
tookon for the first time a life of ease, and from 

': thjstim'Er on to their graves a more 'jovial, jolly 
.... ·8e(~eve.!]ived~ The rest of their lives was spent 
;"i.D:,V1sitiIig:each other and feasting and fighting 

; ---; 

. ' .. ':their:' battles' over and over again, with a little 
liPple brandy. occasionally to loosen their tongues, 
freshen their minds and wann them up to their 
work. Often these reunions would last several 
days, especially when they met at Martin Har­
din's. They were all very fond of fine horses and 
racing. Martin had appropriated one of his finest 
fields of forty acres to a race track and cow pas­
ture. He said that he never would, of course, 
have used the ground for racing if he was not 
obliged to have pasture for bis cows. Be this as 
it may, Martin bad a broad and well-laid-out and 
well-kept track, plenty of the best of horses and 
two well-trained Negro riders. Martin's hospital­
ity, well-filled larder, apple brandy, cider oil and 
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race track drew these' jolly old fellows of high 
'leisure often together, and frequently held them 
together for a week at a time. Racing of morn­
ings and evenings ; not for money-betting was 
not allowed, for Martin was a thorough-going 
Methodist. It was to test the speed of their 
horses and the fun it gave them.. On all of these 
occasions their exploits in the various wars they 
had passed through had to be retold, often all 
talking at one time, none listening. These truly 
were times that tried men's souls; but these iron 
men, that had passeq through so many storms 
and overthrown so many obstacles in their paths, 
to this life of ease and pleasure they were now 
living, 'had an enemy lurking close around them 

':,' .that they could not resist. They had lived out 
··,<,.\~,.their .allotted time and must rest. One by one ,. 

'.'r'Y'cthey tottered over the brink and were mournfully 
. carried to their graves by the younger men, while 
their old comrades staggered sorrowfully after 
them. As time sped on these noble old men passed 
away, till Martin Hardin alone was left. Of all 
the host he alone was left standing-the last 
weather-beaten old oak of the forest. . The storms 
of ninety years had beaten over and around him. 
Still he stood shattered and broken in frame, but 
grand and majestic; his mind ever a tower of 
strength undimmend, unclouded, fresh, strong 
and vigorous. He was a living, moving history of 
everything that transpired during his long life. 
He forgot nothing. He could enroll year by year 
the regular succession of events; tell you what 

., :' 

.,' 
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eaeh did and how and where. Many days have I 
aatand learned the family history, and history 
generally, from him. 

In 1840; at the age of ninety-three, this grand 
old man passed away. The last of the grand old 
race of dauntless men that braved every possible 
danger, hardship and privation to hold and settle 
thE;l country as a heritage to their ehildren. Yes, 
Martin Hardin was the last to go. He had fol~ 
lowed all his old associates in arms to their hum~ 
ble graves i done all he could to cheer and romfor~ 

them in their last days,and now he must go alone 
witholit the sympathy and comfort of the men and 

.. women that· had lived with him through all the 
~torms he had passed' through during his long' 

. life.: I saw him often in hislasl days, heard him .. 
t8Jk of his old ·friends that had passed away, and·: 
sa'W the tears roll dowil his cheeks as he tallied'· 
of them. He never spoke of his brother John: and 
his sad fate that his voice did not falter and his 
eyes fill. He would say John was the noblest of 
the race and to know that he died as he did. I 
have seen bim, in his days of decrepitude, when 
talking of his lost brother; rise on his crutches 
and hobble to and fro across his room with a look 
that awed all in the room into silence. When he 
would regain control of his feelings he would re­
sume his seat and lead the conversation to some 
other subject. No man ever lived that could boast 
of higher and more uoble traits of character than 
Martin Hardin i true to every principle of honor 

•.... ,. 

J
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and manliness in everything himself, he could not 
tolerate anything else in others. 

This is the history of my Qlder relatives from
 
the early settling of KeIl,tuckyto the death of the
 
last, but not the least, Uncle M~rtin Hardin.
 

Written by Jack Hardin, Jr., grandson of Jack
 
Hardin, Sr., and Thomas Harding.
 

John Hardin and Mary Harding married and 
were the parents of Robert Hardin, who was bom . 

.' in Pennsylvania, May 6, 1776, and taken captive' 
by the Indians near the Falls in 1780. 

Robert Hardin and Elenor Sherrill were mar­
ried in Washington County, Ky., in 1799. They 
afterwards moved to what is now Meade County~ 
There they liyed, reared a large family, and are.' 
buried on the,ir' farm, near RobertaPostoffice. . '. ;'<'~ 

., To them were born children asfollo-ws:·.<;; .. ; ,~./,. 

Elizabeth Hardin, December 4,1799. n.,..' ~ 4'A.Au:..... 
Lydia Hardin, August 21, 1801. h... ~~ 
Stephen Hardin, October 17, 1803. ~0014J1~ 
Ruanna Hardin, February 3, 1806.~ .'!Q,~~-1~<A. 
Rebecca Hardin, June 14, 1808. ~ a,-~.u, t'/~d.C<... 
Emeline Hardin, Apri118, 1810. 'h..{~~~ (j>{...JfL<.I- .If~ 
Mary Hardin, June 18, 1812. 0-?1... ;},,./,,,,,,,,,- LL4~ 
Catharine Hardin, June 25, 1814.;'0<.- ~oO<.o!-tJ>~ 
John Hardi~, January 7, 1817.~&(.;jd:). -ldt~..-.. 
Nancy HardlD, July 29, 1819. -... O..A':r-tl.. . .!f.-«.l.{....:.. ...., 
Sarah Hardin, ~eptember 21, 1824. ~'1 :ttUf.";{ rfr. 
Norman Hardin, January 21, 1827r"fi~Y'~ ~~ 
Robert Hardin died March 10, 1840. Aged63?>t· ~ "':J 

yrs., 10 mos., 4 days. 



NOTE: Jack Hardin Jr. c 1810-1885, mentioned the need for someone to 
record the information about his family. Then he proceeds to not name 
names etc of his own wife and children! Following is a summary of Jack 
Hardin Jr.'s family. 

Mark ahd Mary (Hogue) Hardin of VA~-Maj. John Hardin c 1710VA-1790 
KY m. Catherine Marr~ Cpt. or "Miller" John Hardin m. Isabella Straw­
bridge~ Jack (illegitimate) m. Mary Harding {d/o Cpt. John & Sarah 
(Moss) -Harding ( Jack b. 1752 VA, d. 1818 KY). Jack & Mary~ Mordecia 
Hardin 1792-1860 KY m. Amy Harding d/o Thomas & Sarah (Payne) Harding 
(Thos. b/o Mary). Mordecia & Mary (1st cousins) ~ Jad~ "Jr" c 1810­
1885 KY m. 1) Ruth Forman d/o Isaac, she d. 1852~Jacob Hardin, Julia 
A. Hardin, Martha I. Hardin m. Napolian Thompson, Robert Hardin and
 
Mary L. Har~in. Children must have been b. c 18305-405. Record in Daviess
 
County, KY showing Jack petitioned 1852, names wife -b. Washington Co.,
 
KY, children, slaves.
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