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Fly Your Flag - Join the Hawkins Worldwide DNA Project!
Are you the end of the line, your Hawkins line? Test now!

Fall, my favorite time of the year, has come again. Thunderstorms are
thinning and winter is still distant. I am not a winter person, 98° is much better
than 18°. It gets pretty warm here in Texas in the summer, but where I live, near
Fort Worth, blizzards are few and far between. It may drop to 20° for a night or
two, but tomorrow it will be in the 50°’s. Not so up yonder in Yankee land
where I grew up (Indiana).

--------------------***--------------------
The following was written by Roberta Estes, a DNA consultant, and a member of the International

Society of Genetic Genealogists (ISOGG). See her website at www.dnaexplain.com.

Do not bypass the “smgf” site mentioned in her 4th paragraph. There are seven different automations
there on DNA (autosomal, Y, X, mitrochondrial, etc. The automations are basic, easy, and last less that
three minutes each.

I've been writing tidbits for my project and people have been asking to repost them to their
projects. I'm posting them here, not because you folks necessarily need them, but so that if you
are interested you can repost to your groups to encourage participation and help with the
understanding of DNA. If nothing else, this has greatly encouraged interest and I've actually
gotten several joins at FTDNA as well from the increased interest in DNA testing.

Here's the text of this one and the others will follow shortly.

Today's question was whether three sisters would test the same. That's a great question.

First, take a little internet journey and watch a short clip about how autosomal inheritance
works. You can find it at http://www.smgf.org/education/animations/autosomal.jspx and it shows
you clearly how you inherit from your parents and they from their parents. It's actually very easy
to understand when you can see it graphically, much easier to understand than trying to
understand it from a verbal description. They explain how autosomal DNA can help you
understand both our deep ancestry and our recent genetic past.

You can see in the video how each child actually inherits a random combination of the DNA
from their 4 grandparents. The key words here are random combination. In each of the parents,
they have DNA from their parents and they can only pass on half of that to each child, so it's
randomly combined to form just enough to pass on to a child. Each child gets a different random
combination from their parents. Think of 3 different card decks being shuffled. None of the three
will be in the exact same order, but they will indeed all have the same cards as members of the
deck. If you were to deal only half of each deck, each set cards would include different cards from
the original deck.
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Let's talk for a minute about random recombination. We're learning that maybe random isn't
quite as random as we had thought. It has been discovered that some DNA is passed in groups
typically and blocks of DNA are often not broken up and are passed together. The closer you are
related to someone, the more likely it will be that you will carry some of the same blocks of DNA
that they do. The more distantly related, the fewer blocks you'll have in common and the smaller
those blocks will be. This is one of the ways that 23andMe determines your genetic distance from
someone and they classify you as "close relative", 3rd cousin, 4th, 5th, 6th, etc.
So to answer the original question, three sisters (or siblings) would not test the same because
they would inherit different genes from their parents, which are actually a recombination of the
DNA of their 4 grandparents.

Some portions of the test results you would expect to be more similar than others.

Health Traits - some of these might be the same, but some might be completely different as
well due to the inheritance patterns.

Haplogroup - mitochondrial haplogroup would be identical assuming the same mother, Y-line
haplogroup would be identical for males assuming the same father

Ethnicity - this is the interesting area where sibling can actually differ depending on the genes
they inherited. One sibling could indeed have somewhat different results for their percent ethnicity
due to the genes they did, or did not, inherit from their parents/grandparents.

Relative Finder - this should be pretty much the same, but might differ on more distant
relationships due to recombination

In a nutshell, you can't extrapolate the health information of your sibling to be your own
because you inherit differently from your parents. You can extrapolate some of your ancestry
information to be the same as your own, but not all of it. I think it would be very interesting to
compare the results of a number of parent/child and sibling tests to see how well 23andMe does
in their Relative Finder predictions.

Roberta Estes
--------------------***--------------------

The Fort Wayne, Indiana Library is one of the premiere genealogy libraries in the land. You can
subscribe to their monthly newsletter at www.GenealogyCenter.Info. Scroll down toward the bottom of the
first screen where it says, "Enter Your Email Address to Subscribe to "Genealogy Gems."

Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne Library, No. 67, September 30, 2009

Celebrating Continued Collection Growth by Curt B. Witcher

Regardless of what we hear from the Federal Reserve Chairman or on the evening news,
to most of us it doesn’t feel at all like the recession is coming to an end. Indeed, things seem
to be as tight as ever, whether we’re talking about our personal budgets, the budgets of the
places where we work, or the budgets of our local and state governments. We have heard so
much in the news about how all this is affecting libraries and archives. Most Ohio public
libraries have suffered a 30% cut to their funding; the Michigan governor and that state’s
legislature are considering 20% to 30% funding cuts to their public libraries, as well as
completely dismantling and disbanding the Library of Michigan; and the poor economy
coupled with new tax laws in Indiana have conspired to take significant funds away from
most every public library including the Allen County Public Library.

In spite of all the not-so-bright news, our Genealogy Center collections have continued
to grow at a very respectable pace. My colleagues and I are so very grateful for that. Part of
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the sustained growth is due to extraordinarily prudent management of fiscal resources, part
of it is the savvy and dedication of our bibliographers and selectors, and part of it is the
generosity of our patrons. Many individuals contribute copies of their finished works to our
collection. Others allow us to photocopy or digitize their unique documents such as the
family record pages from Bibles, military discharge papers and pension files, and diaries and
daybooks from yesteryear. Still others allow us to preserve and provide free online access to
database files of genealogical and historical data that they have compiled as a part of their
research or as a special project. Please keep us in mind as you complete your genealogical
undertakings and when you happen upon unique family documents.

Just this month, our Genealogy Center received a bequest of a private library containing
nearly five thousand historical works covering a time period from the mid nineteenth
century to the mid twentieth
century. A majority of these works are military histories and general Americana
compilations. When cataloged and processed into our research collection, those items will
provide researchers with much more detail on military figures and military engagements of
the past. As we look to build our collections for both the researchers of today and those of
tomorrow, the twentieth century works detailing military aircraft, battleships, troop
movements and strategies, biographical accounts, and first-hand narratives will become
increasingly important. Look for these new additions when you explore our online catalog.

This past Friday, September 25th, in two programs, we celebrated the fact that the
research materials (two dimensional items) of the Lincoln Financial Collection, formerly part
of Fort Wayne’s Lincoln Museum, are now housed at the Allen County Public Library and
are available for researchers to use. This research collection includes more than 20,000
books and pamphlets, thousands of 19th-century photographs, manuscript collections,
maps, Civil War diaries and letters, newspapers, and Lincoln-related documents--including
many written or signed by Lincoln. In addition, the extensive subject files of newspaper
clippings, correspondence, and other materials comprise a treasure trove of information
available nowhere else.

We are fortunate to have two grant-funded Lincoln librarians who transitioned from the
museum to the library with this collection. Their expertise with the Lincoln Collection and
their years of experience in working with Lincoln scholars, combined with the breadth and
depth of the research materials, make this a truly incomparable collection, and its presence at
the Allen County Public Library certainly a cause for celebration.

So indeed, amazing collections of significant historical works continue to grow here at the
Allen County Public Library, and we are most grateful. I invite you to celebrate with us by
making frequent use of the collections.

--------------------***--------------------
With photo article after photo article, you are probably beginning to think that I am a nut on this. I guess

that I am.

Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne Library, No. 67, September 30, 2009

Technology Tip of the Month--Photo Restoration with Adobe Photoshop, Version 9.02:
Scanning by Kay Spears

Rule number one: Never, ever, under any circumstances try to fix the original
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photograph! No cleansers, erasures or fingers should ever touch the face of the photograph!

For the purposes of restoring and archiving photographs, I recommend using a flatbed
scanner. As I stated earlier, some people use a digital camera to copy family photos. The
advantage is there won’t be any reflection from the bright light of a scanner, especially with
those photos that already have a silvery cast to them. However, the digital camera saves
images in a JPEG format, while a TIFF is best for archiving and restoring a photo. JPEGs
are compressed images and are often referred to as “lossy.” Every time a JPEG is opened
there is a loss of bits of the image. There is no loss with a TIFF. You can always change the
TIFF image to a JPEG. Changing a JPEG to a TIFF will correct the “lossy” problem, but it
will not improve the quality of the image. Anytime you want to print a photographic image,
use a TIFF. However, if you want to populate your website with photos, those TIFFs should
be changed to JPEGs. TIFFs are big memory users, so you’ll want to store them somewhere
besides on your internal hard drive.

Depending on the number of photos in your collection, you may decide to be selective.
Do you want to scan all of them or just a few treasured images? You may be storing all of
your scanned photos on a CD, a flash drive, or an external hard drive, but since technology
is always changing, someday soon it will be necessary to copy them to something else.
Remember Beta – VHS – DVD – and Blu-ray!

To scan, first make sure the glass is clean. For archiving, photo restoration and printing,
photos should be scanned at no less than 300 DPI (dots per inch). For websites, anything
more than 72 DPI is unnecessary, since computer monitors only display between 72-96 DPI.
Photographic paper is only 400 DPI, so unless you are having an expensive publishing house
print your book, anything larger than 300-400 DPI is a waste of drive space. There is one
exception to that rule (isn’t there always?): if you are going to enlarge a photo, the rule of
thumb is to double the DPI with every doubling of size. So, to produce an 8.5 x 11 from a 4
x 6, scan at 600 DPI. Just be aware that extremely large files like this might lock up an
underpowered computer.

Some scanners have XPA attachments or a negative film scanner. These are handy for
copying old negatives when you no longer have the photos. If your photos have been ripped
apart, scan them anyway, then put them together in Photoshop – do not tape them together.
You may also want to scan old documents, diaries, journals and letters. The same rules apply.
There is one trick I’ve discovered with old letters that have writing showing through – I put
a piece of black, acid-free construction paper on top when I’m scanning and it prevents the
other side from leaking through. Once you have scanned and saved your images, you are
ready to restore them.

--------------------***--------------------
--------------------***---***-----------------
Input from our Hawkins Family Groups.

The family pages are found at
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~hawkinsdnaproject/tree_g-1.html.

If your line is one of our coordinated groups (01, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 10, or 12) please forward
anything that you think would be of interest for our readers to your Group Leader, marking it For the
Newsletter. If you fall into one of the groups that we still need a Group Leader for, then mail your print and
pictures directly to me. This is your newsletter and we need your input. Try to keep it to a page, or a little
more, each month (less is OK). If it is longer, consider breaking it into parts to run over two newsletters.


