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by Marty Guidry 

During late summer and 
early fall Les Guidry d’As-
teur will host several ac-
tivities and everyone is 
invited to attend.  If you’d 
like to help in planning or 
putting on the events, we 
can sure use your support 
- just drop me an email at 
guidryrm@cox.net if 
you’d like to help. 
On August 27th, the Con-
federation of Associations 
of Families Acadian 
(CAFA) is sponsoring an 
Acadian Heritage Family 
Day in Rayne, LA from 8 
am until 5 pm.  The year 

2005 marks the 250th An-
niversary of the beginning 
of the Acadian Deporta-
tions.   
The Acadian Heritage 
Family Day is to remem-
ber that tragic era in our 
ancestors’ lives.  A num-
ber of Acadian families, 
including the Guidry fam-
ily, will have booths at the 
Heritage Day so folks can 
meet and discuss our 
family’s history and gene-
alogy.   
In addition, there will be 
entertainment including a 
Young Musicians Contest 
for Fiddle and Accordion, 

Cajun music by Terry Hu-
val and Jambalaya (one of 
the top Cajun bands in 
south Louisiana) and a 
closing Mass honoring 
our Acadian ancestors.   
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Upcoming Guidry Family Activities 

by Marty Guidry 

The year 2005 marks the 
250th Anniversary since 
the start of the Acadian 
deportations in Septem-
ber 1755.  Fearing Eng-
lish repression, the Aca-
dians had begun migrat-
ing from Acadie over a 
decade earlier and reset-

tled in the remaining 
French territories of the 
northeastern Atlantic.  
Such was the case with 
the children of Augustin 
Guedry and Jeanne 
Hebert. 
Augustin Guedry, son of 
Claude Guedry and Mar-
guerite Petitpas, married 

Jeanne Hebert about 1721 
in Acadie.  The parents of 
Jeanne Hebert are not 
known with certainty at 
this time.  Augustin 
Guedry, born in 1690, 
and his wife Jeanne 
Hebert probably died 
prior to 1755 as we have 
no  
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Ron “Black” Guidry 
The Cajun Man 

CDs by Ron “Black” Guidry 
Honky Tonkin’ Louisiana 
Style 

Featuring Cajun favorites:  
*Honky Tonkin' Louisiana 
Style  
*Mud Bug Boogie  
*Cajun Man 

 

Color Me Cajun 

 
Cajun Music! "Walkin' In 
The Woods With My 
Paran" 
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Greetings From The Swamps and Bayous! 
Our fully narrated tours are given on a Coast 
Guard licensed, covered vessel (boat) by a 
Coast Guard licensed captain. The French 
speaking guide, who is also a Cajun musician, 
will entertain you with Cajun songs while play-
ing the guitar. He also demonstrates the Cajun 
accordion that was built from items found 
around the house. 
The captain stops several times during the tour 
to feed the alligators that he has named. The 
boat travels slowly through the moss-draped 
cypress swamp and marsh, allowing great op-
portunities for dramatic and eerie pho-
tos. Birds are plentiful and so are various other 
animals throughout the year.  

Swamp, marsh and bayous 
are introduced and explained during 
the 1 1/2 to 2-hour tour. 
The Cajun Man, Ron "Black" Guidry, 
has been featured on many TV chan-
nels such as The Travel Channel, 
Turner Broadcasting, CBS, NBC, The 
Discovery Channel and several Euro-
pean programs. 
Many folks throughout the U.S. and 
Canada saw the "Cajun Man" on the 
KIA Sportage commercial. He is cur-
rently filming two more commercials for KIA. Driving through 
the swamp yelling "AIYEEE" has marked him as the 
"AIYEEE" guy. 
Alligators are more plentiful during the warmer months begin-
ning in March thru November; however, if the sun is shining, 
they can be seen sunning all through the winter months. 
Tour times vary with seasons and temperature. The tour times 
are 10 am & 2 pm in the warmer months, provided the weather 
is suitable. Reservations are preferred, but not more than 2 days 
in advance. Phone: 985-868-4625. FAX: 985-876-3095 
Our prices are $20.00 for adults and $10.00 for children 12 and 
younger. Groups of 20 or more are 15.00 per person, compli-
mentary for bus driver and guide. We welcome private parties, 
wedding parties, tour groups etc. Children under 2 yrs. free, pro-
vided you baby-sit.  More info may be found on the web page 
listed below:      
A Cajun Man's Swamp Cruise Inc. 
Black Guidry 
www.cajunman.com 

Ron “Black” Guidry 

Cajun Man and his beloved dog Gatorbait, the fa-
mous Catahoula Hound, who has passed on to that 

never ending swamp tour above. 



1 medium onion, coarsely chopped 
1 cup whipping cream or sour cream 
2 tbsp butter 
pepper to taste 
1 tblsp fresh parsley, chopped (or 1 tsp. dried) 
 
In large saucepan, cook vegetables in approximately two 
cups of boiling, salted water until tender. (Start with those 
requiring the longest cooking time).  Drain vegetables, 
reserving ¼ cup of the liquid. In skillet, fry salt pork 
pieces until crisp.  Remove pork (called scrunchions) and 
add onion to fat. Sauté until tender and golden.  Pour off 
most of the fat.  Add reserved liquid, cream, butter and 
pork scraps.  Place the vegetables into heated serving 
dish. Pour cream and salt pork mixture over vegetables 
and sprinkle with parsley and pepper. 

HodgePodge 
Susan Corkum-Greek, Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

Ingredients: 
6 cups of any combo of 
fresh vegetables such as: 
1 cup new baby carrots 
scrubbed 
1-2 cups small new pota-
toes 
1 cup green beans or wax 
beans 
1 cup broccoli 
1 cup snap (snow) peas 
1 cup new peas, shelled 
¼ lb. Salt pork, diced 

Bon Appetit 
Recipes from the Guedry-Labine Cookbook 

 
parsley & Cajun spices.  Bake 
in 350 F oven about 30 min-
utes or until fish is cooked. 

Stuffed Catfish Fillets 

Wayne Simoneaux – Montegut, LA  
Ingredients: 
2 tbs. butter 
¾ cup chopped onion 
½ cup chopped celery 
½ cup bell pepper 
2 tbs. chopped garlic 
½ cup chopped fresh parsley 
½ cup chopped green onions 
1 1b. crawfish tails 
3 tsp. Cajun spices (dry) (season-all 
salt) 
¼ tsp black pepper 
¼ tsp cayenne pepper 
½ cup unsalted cracker crumbs 
10 medium catfish fillets 

Sauté onions, celery, bell pepper and gar-
lic in butter until tender. Add parsley, 
green onions, crawfish, Cajun spices, 
black pepper and cayenne pepper. 
Simmer for 15 minutes. 
Add cracker crumbs & mix until they ab-
sorb the liquid. 
Wash & dry fillets. Sprinkle fillets with 
fresh lemon juice, season with the salt & 
pepper to taste.  Lay fillets skin side up.  
Spoon approx. 2 tbs. of crawfish stuffing 
onto fillet.  Bring ends of fillet together & 
close with toothpick.  Lay fillet on its edge 
so it forms a cup.  Add more stuffing to 
fill.  Place stuffed fillets on greased baking 
sheet.  Sprinkle fillets with chopped fresh 

 
Boil sugar and milk until syrup reaches 
the soft-ball stage, 240 F, stirring occa-
sionally to prevent sticking.  Remove 
from fire, add margarine and pecan 
meats.  Beat until mixture begins to 
stick to sides of saucepan, then pour 
into patties on a greased surface.  
Freezer paper may be used. 

Creamy Pralines 
Charlene Guidry Lacombe – Jennings, LA 
 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1 cup light brown sugar 
1 cup fresh milk 
2 cups pecan meats 
1 stick margarine 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
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Book Nook 
THE ACADIANS – The Historical Basis 
for Longfellow’s Poem of  Evangeline 
by George P. Bible 
 
An historical sketch of the Acadians, their 
deportation and wanderings, together with a 

consideration of the historical basis for 
Longfellow's poem, Evangeline, with ex-
tracts from the original documents bearing 
upon the subject, and illustrations of scenes 
in and around Grand Pre and Annapolis, 
Nova Scotia, 'the Land of Evangeline'. 

wished only to be left alone, and for a time their perver-
sity served them well.  In the end, it brought disas-
ter.  British authorities finally despaired of ever govern-
ing "such perfidious subjects" and forcibly expelled 
them in 1755.  The dispossessed Acadians scattered 
across Maine, Canada, and Louisiana, where fragments 
of their culture survive even today among a million 
French-speaking descendants. 
A Land of Discord Always is the history of Acadia up 
to the time of the grand derangement.  It tells how a 
unique society grew and prospered in an obscure cor-
ner of North America only to be crushed in a contest 
between eighteenth-century imperial superpow-
ers.  Peopled with memorable men and women whose 
exploits make fascinating reading, it is a narrative filled 
with the bravery and cowardice, the foresight and fool-
ishness, and the design and happenstance that deter-
mined Acadia’s turbulent history. 

A Land of Discord Always- 
Acadia from Its Beginnings to the Expulsion of Its 
People, 1604-1755 
by Charles D, Mahaffie, Jr. 

Acadia, like the mythical 
kingdom of Norumbega, 
might seem to be more the 
stuff of legend than history, 
but it is a name firmly 
grounded in history.  In its 
broadest description, Acadia 
reached from Nova Scotia to 
the middle of Maine, though 
its boundaries were perenni-
ally in dispute between 
France and Britain. 
For their part, the Acadians 

images that celebrate the proud visual history of this 
unique river valley culture.  The photographs, sketches, 
and maps tell marvelous stories about historic ship-
building and fishing communities, rich architectural 
traditions, past industrial and farming pursuits, and the 
thriving life of sports, recreation, and celebrations. 
Chapters include; 
• The Landscape of the LaHave River Valley (A Jour-

ney up the River) 
• Old homes and Their Inhabitants 
• Going Down to the Sea in Ships 
• Lumbering and Agriculture: The Forests and the 

Farms 
• Transportation: Rails and Roads 
• Community Life 
• Goods and Services: Local Businesses 
• Religious and Cultural Institutions 
• Recreation and Social Life 

Historic 
LaHave River Valley 
by Sheila Chambers, Joan Dawson & Edith Wolter 
The small communities clustered on the banks of the 

majestic LaHave River on 
the south shore of Nova 
Scotia share more than its 
flowing waters; they are 
also linked by the pro-
found bonds of heri-
tage.  Historic LaHave River 
Valley provides a rare 
glimpse into the spirit of 
its past, celebrating the 
foundation of hard work, 
cooperation, and friend-
ship on which its towns 
grew and flourished. 

The authors have collected an array of fascinating    
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con’t from ‘Events’ page 1 

There will be a $5.00 admission fee 
for those 12 and above in age.  The 
Acadian Heritage Family Day will 
be held at the Rayne Civic Center 
immediately southwest of the I-10 
exit in Rayne.  Why not plan to at-
tend with your family for a couple 
of hours and visit our booth?  We 
can use a couple of folks to help 
man the booth part of the day if 
you would like to participate. 
On September 23-25, 2005 the Cut-
off (LA) Youth Center Festival is 
honoring three families and inviting 
them to participate in the Festival.  
The families chosen this year are 
the Guidry family, the Naquin fam-
ily and the Daigle family.  We are 
thrilled at the invitation and are ex-
cited to be able to participate in the 
Festival.  Several members of our 

family have begun initial plans for 
our participation and let me assure 
you that you’ll really enjoy it.  Not 
only will we have a large booth with 
lots of information about the 
Guidry family, but also will have 
several outstanding speakers spread 
throughout the 3-day festival.   
On Saturday we are planning a 
Guidry Reunion with some of our 
outstanding Guidry cooks prepar-
ing a light meal (jambalaya or 
gumbo probably), discussions on 
our Guidry family history and gene-
alogy, and other activities.  For 
those not familiar with Lafourche 
Parish, Cutoff is located on Bayou 
Lafourche just below Larose and 
above Galliano on LA Highway 1.  
You can’t miss it, unless you come 
through the marsh by pirogue.  
Plan on attending this Guidry fam-

ily event which promises to be out-
standing.  And again, if you’d like to 
help, drop me an email. 
Finally, in late October (we’re tar-
geting Saturday, October 22nd right 
now) we plan to have a Guidry 
Mini-Reunion on the west side of 
the Atchafalaya Basin in Lafayette.  
This will be a one-day affair similar 
to the one that we had in May 2003.  
We’re just beginning plans for this 
special day so I don’t have much 
information at this time.  But it will 
be fun and a great chance to meet 
your Guidry cousins. 
So plan on attending one or more 
of our summer/fall activities.  You 
and your family will enjoy the good 
times and meeting your cousins. 
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record of their deportation nor of 
them moving from their home in 
Acadie.  Their four daughters and 
three sons did suffer the depriva-
tions and turmoil of moving from 
their homeland and then being de-
ported.   
Marie-Josephe and Helene (twins 
born in 1723), Jeanne (born 1725), 
Jean-Baptiste (born about 1728), 
Ursule (born 1731), Joseph (born 
1735) and Pierre (born 1741) ex-
perienced this tragedy.  Most de-
parted their beloved Acadian home-
land as early as 1749 and moved 
west to the French colony of Ile 
Royale. 
In early April 1752 Marie-Joseph 
Guedry and her husband Charles 
Boutin were living at Baie des 
Espagnols on Ile Royale (today 
North Sydney, Cape Breton Island)1  

With the young couple were their 
three children:  Jean Charles, 
Olive and Marie Francoise as well 
as Eleine (Helene) Guedry, 
Marie-Josephe’s twin sister. 
Living adjacent to Marie Joseph 
and Charles were Paul Boutin and 
Eustache (Ursule) Guedry with 
her brother Pierre Guedry.1  
They had two sheep and one hen 
and had made a clearing on which 
they sowed a peck of oats and a 
bushel of peas. 
Just southeast of the Baie des 
Espagnols at Riviere de Mire lived 
Jeanne Guedry and her husband 
Julien Bourneuf with four daugh-
ters (Anne, Jeanne, Julienne and 
Sophie) from the marriage of 
Julien and his first wife along with 
Jeanne’s brother Joseph Guedry 
and Renee Guillaume, the sister of 
Julien Bourneuf2.  Julien had set-
tled on Ile Royale in 1749 and had 

one pig and three fowl in 1752.  
The marriage certificate of Julien 
Bourneuf and Jeanne Guedry 
dated 14 January 1751 was re-
corded at Louisbourg3.  On 26 
July 1752 their son Francois 
Bourneuf was baptized at Louis-
bourg4 as was their daughter 
Francoise Bourneuf on 30 June 
17545. 
During their stay on Ile Royale 
these families certainly visited the 
Fortress of Louisbourg only a 
short distance to the south of 
them.  There they could receive 
needed supplies and religious 
services.  A severe drought and 
poor soil at Baie des Espagnols 
and Riviere de Mire did not pro-
vide enough food resources in 
the early 1750’s; therefore in 
1754 a group of 25 Acadians in-
cluding Charles Boutin, Paul 
Boutin, Julien Bourneuf, Pierre  



Guedry and Joseph Guedry left Louisbourg to escape 
death by starving and arrived at Halifax.  Their families 
accompanied them.  On 24 August 1754 William Cotte-
rell, the Governor’s Secretary in Halifax, wrote to Colo-
nel Sutherland, Commander at Lunenburg (formerly 
Merligueche) stating that several of the party were 
closely related to Old Labrador (very likely Paul 
Guedry, the younger brother of Augustin Guedry) and 
were former inhabitants of Merligueche.  He informed 
the Colonel to treat them kindly, feed them and provide 
land and tools to them6. 
Their stay at Lunenburg was short as some, if not all, of 
these displaced Guedry families returned to other areas 
of Acadie including Pisiquid and Ile Royale.  On 28 
September 1755 the death of young Francoise 
Bourneuf, daughter of Julien Bourneuf and Jeanne 
Guedry, was recorded at Louisbourg7.  Two weeks 
later Jeanne Guedry and Julien Bourneuf baptized their 
daughter Marie Bourneuf at the Fortress8.  Tragedy 
again struck Julien Bourneuf as he had to bury his wife 
Jeanne Guedry at Louisbourg on 15 October 17559 
and his young daughter Marie there on 16 October 
175510. 

The English deported most of Augustin Guedry’s chil-
dren to the eastern Atlantic seaboard; however, Jeanne 
Guedry, wife of Julien Bourneuf, died on Ile Royale in 
October 1755, and Julien was exiled to France with his 
children.  Apparently, Helene Guedry and Marie-
Josephe Guedry also died before or during the deporta-
tion as we have no record of either after 1754. 
On 20 June 1763, a census was taken of the Acadians in 
Pennsylvania.  Near the end of this census are sequen-
tially Paul Boutin and his wife Ursule Guedry with six 
children, Joseph Guedry and his wife Magdelaine with 
three children and Pierre Guedry, a boy11,12,13.  But 

how did they get to Pennsylvania?  Uncertainty looms 
in this area.  None of them appear on a census taken at 
the beginning of 1757 of 424 Acadians in Pennsylva-
nia14.  Did they first go to Maryland and then resettle in 
Pennsylvania after 1757?  Had they arrived at Provi-
dence Island on the Delaware River outside Philadel-
phia in mid-November 1755 among a group of 454 de-
ported Acadians on three ships the Hannah, the Swan 
and the Three Friends and subsequently not been cen-
sused in 1757?  Were they in Pennsylvania for only a 
brief period in 1763 which coincided with the census 
being taken?  It seems probable that they left Lunen-
burg shortly after arriving in August 1754 and went to 
Pisiquid where they were exiled either on the Sloop 
Three Friends to Providence Island near Philadelphia, 
PA or on the Sloop Dolphin to Lower Marlboro, MD. 
If any Guedrys lived in Pennsylvania, where they re-
sided is uncertain.  Despite the harsh living conditions 
experienced in Pennsylvania, these Acadians maintained 
close ties with their relatives in Maryland.  During 1766 
and 1767 from 150 to 200 Acadians departed Pennsyl-
vania for Chesapeake Bay ports in Maryland.  Pierre 
Guedry, Joseph Guedry and Paul Boutin with his wife 
Ursule Guedry and children must have been among 
this group if they did live in Pennsylvania.  In late 1767 
Pierre Guedry and Joseph Guedry were in Port To-
bacco, MD where Anne Dupuis, widow of Jean Bap-
tiste Guedry, lived with her five children.  In mid-1767 
Paul Boutin, Ursule Guedry and their children were in 
the Baltimore, MD area. 
Censused at Port Tobacco, MD on 7 July 1763 were 
Jean Gaidris (Guedry), his wife Anne Gaidris and their 
four children15,16,17.  Anne Gaidris’ maiden name was 
Dupuis.  This family was Jean Baptiste Guedry, his 
wife Anne Magdelaine Dupuis and their four children 
Firmin, Jean, Magdelaine and Monique.  Jean-Baptiste 
Guedry and his family were exiled from Pisiquid, 
Acadie  on 27 October 1755 aboard the Sloop Dolphin 
holding 227 Acadian exiles.  They arrived at Annapolis, 
MD on 30 November 1755 with 180 exiles onboard the 
Dolphin.  While at sea the Dolphin encountered a furi-
ous gale and had to seek harbor at Boston with five 
other transports on 5 November 1755.  There 47 Aca-
dians were removed from the Dolphin due to over-
crowding and poor health conditions.  After reaching 
Annapolis, MD on 30 November 1755 the exiles were 
forced to remain onboard and sail to the western shore 
of the Chesapeake Bay and then up the Patuxent River 
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to Lower Marlboro, MD, which they reached in early 
December, 1755.  Jean-Baptiste Guedry and his family 
eventually traveled to Port Tobacco, MD where they 
settled.     
Jean Baptiste Guedry was almost certainly the son of 
Augustin Guedry and Jeanne Hebert.  An inventory 
filed on 10 December 1782 in Ascension Parish, LA at 
the death of Joseph Guedry, husband of Anne 
Monique Dupuis and widower of Magdelaine Melan-
con, provides the definitive proof that establishes the 
parentage of Jean-Baptiste Guedry18,19,40.  Jean Baptiste 
Guedry died between July 1763 and December 1767 
when his widow and children departed Maryland for 
Louisiana. 

In February 1768 twenty-nine Acadian families 
(approximately 149 persons) arrived in New Orleans, 
LA from Maryland20,21.  Arriving on the ship Jane that 
left the North Potomac area of Maryland on December 
17, 176722, the Acadians came from Port Tobacco and 
Upper Marlboro, MD.  The Spanish resettled these 
Acadians near Fort St. Louis de Natchez on the Missis-
sippi River (present-day Vidalia, LA) in February 1768.  
Among the new arrivals21,23 were:  
*  Pierre Guedry, his wife Marguerite Dupuis, their 
daughter Marie, who was 3 years old, and an orphaned 
boy Olivier Babin;  
*  Joseph Guedry with his wife Magdelaine Melancon, 
three children Joseph, Simon and Magdelaine and an 
orphaned girl Marguerite Babin  
*  Anne Dupuis, widow of Jean-Baptiste Guedry, 
with her five children Firmin Guedry, Jean Baptiste 
Guedry, Magdelaine Guedry, Monica Guedry and 
Elizabeth Guedry.   
Interestingly, in February 1768 when the Jane arrived, 
the Spanish controlled New Orleans and Louisiana.  In 
the two lists of names of Acadians arriving in New Or-

leans in February 1768, the name Guedry is spelled 
both as Lledri and as Landri which are reasonable con-
sidering a Spanish scribe phonetically translated the 
name Guedry as it was spoken in French. 
Although the two lists above do not include the sur-
names of Pierre Guedry’s and Joseph Guedry’s 
spouses, we know their names from other records.  In 
Pierre Guedry’s will24 he states that his first wife was 
Marguerite Dupuis and that they had two children who 
died in infancy.  On 24 May 1773 Joseph Guedry mar-
ried Anne Monique Dupuis and in their marriage con-
tract25,26 Joseph Guedry is listed as the widower of 
Magdelaine Melancon.  
The stay of these Acadians at Fort St. Louis de Natchez 
was brief, but tragic.  Swampy in nature, this area was 
heavily infested with mosquitos and other pests leading 
to considerable disease and death among the Acadians.  
Furthermore, Indians near the fort presented an ever-
present danger to the defenseless Acadians.  Finally, the 
long distance from the fort to New Orleans, the only 
economic outlet for their crops of wheat and tobacco, 
was too great to allow any profit to the Acadians.  After 
spending almost two years near the disease-ridden Fort 
St. Louis de Natchez,  the Acadians in December 1769 
successfully petitioned the Spanish government  to re-
settle them downriver at St. Gabriel, LA - near their 
fellow Maryland Acadians who had arrived in Louisiana 
in July 1767.    
In his first year at Fort St. Louis de Natchez Pierre 
Guedry lost his wife Marguerite Dupuis, his daughter 
Marie and an infant child born to the young couple 
shortly after arriving in Louisiana.  On 23 January 1769 
Pierre Guedry married Claire Babin, daughter of An-
toine Babin and Catherine Landry27,28.  In the marriage 
contract both Pierre and Claire are listed as residing in 
Natchez; however, the marriage was recorded in St. 
Francis Catholic Church in Pointe Coupee, LA - about 
60 miles downriver from Natchez.  Did the priest from 
St. Francis Church visit Fort St. Louis de Natchez to 
perform the needed religious ceremonies for the strug-
gling young community?  Claire Babin arrived in New 
Orleans on the Jane in February 1768 with her wid-
owed mother and brothers and sisters.  She and her 
family, like the other passengers aboard the Jane were 
sent to Fort St. Louis de Natchez. 
Shortly after receiving permission to depart Fort St. 
Louis de Natchez, Pierre and Claire resettled near St.  

Port Tobacco courthouse 
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Gabriel, LA reuniting with their fellow Maryland Aca-
dians who had arrived in Louisiana in July, 1767.  On 1 
August 1770 Pierre Guedry with his wife Claire and 
their five month old son Pierre was living on the left 
(east) bank of the Mississippi River in Ascension Par-
ish, LA near his widowed brother Joseph Guedry29,30.  
On 24 May 1773 Pierre Guedry was a witness to the 
marriage of his brother Joseph to Anne Monique Du-
puis in Ascension Parish, LA25,26.   
By early 1776 Pierre Guedry had moved his young 
family to the Opelousas area of St. Landry Parish, LA.  
On 15 April 1776 he is listed on the role of men ex-
empt from duty with the Spanish Militia Company at 
Opelousas due to status, age or infirmity31,32,33.   Pierre 
and his growing family remained in the Opelousas area 
for the next 17 years as evidenced by census records, 
baptismal records of his children and even his marriage 
to Marguerite Miller about 1781 after the death of 
Claire Babin.  Between late 1793 and early 1795 Pierre 
Guidry and his wife Marguerite Miller resettled their 
now large family on the banks of Bayou Teche at 
Grande-Pointe (near present-day Cecilia) in St. Martin 
Parish, LA.  On 6 October 1793 Victorin Guedry, son 
of Pierre Guedry and Marguerite Miller, was baptized in 
St. Landry Parish, LA34,35.  On 25 January 1795 Pierre 
Guedry, son of Pierre Guedry and Marguerite Miller, 
was baptized in St. Martin Parish, LA.  Pierre Guedry 
remained at Grande-Pointe until his death on 13 No-
vember 182524,38,39 at the age of 84 years. 
Joseph Guedry, after arriving in Louisiana in February 
1768 on the Jane with his wife and three children, set-
tled initially at Fort St. Louis de Natchez as did the 
families of his brother Pierre Guedry and his widowed 
sister-in-law Anne Dupuis Guedry20,21,22,23.  Joseph 
Guedry, like his brother Pierre, lost his wife Magdelaine 
Melancon and three children at Fort St. Louis de 
Natchez.  In early 1770 he moved with his brother near 
St. Gabriel in Ascension Parish, LA.  On 1 August 1770 
Joseph Guedry was living alone on the east bank of the 
Mississippi River near St. Gabriel29,30.  After marrying 
Anne Monique Dupuis in Ascension Parish on 24 May 
177325,26, Joseph Guedry continued to live in the As-
cension Parish area until his death in December 
178240,41. 
Anne Dupuis, widow of Jean-Baptiste Guedry, also 
arrived in Louisiana in February 1768 on the Jane with 
her five children.  As with her brothers-in-law Pierre 

and Joseph Guedry, Anne Dupuis initially settled at 
Fort St. Louis de Natchez20,21,22,23 and then moved her 
family in early 1770 near St. Gabriel in Ascension Par-
ish, LA.  On 1 August 1770 she was living with four of 
her children Firmin, Jean-Baptiste, Magdeline and 
Monique on the east bank of the Mississippi River near 
St. Gabriel close to Pierre and Joseph Guedry29,30.   Ap-
parently her youngest child Elizabeth died while the 
family was at Fort St. Louis de Natchez.  On 23 April 
1777 Anne Dupuis was living with her oldest son 
Firmin and two other children Jean-Baptiste and Marie 
on the east bank of the Mississippi River in Ascension 
Parish near her brother-in-law Joseph Guedry42,43.    
The life of Anne Dupuis after 1777 is uncertain.  Ap-
parently her son Firmin Guedry died in January 1799 in 
Ascension Parish since a Firmin Guedry, age 46 years, 
was buried on 1 February 1799 in Ascension Parish, 
LA44,45.  Firmin Guedry, the son of Jean-Baptiste 
Guedry and Anne Dupuis, was born about 1752 ac-
cording to earlier census records.  On 15 January 1809 
an Anne Guedry, a widow who was 73 years old, was 
buried at St. Gabriel46,47.  Could this widow have been 
Anne Dupuis Guedry. 
widow of Jean-Baptiste 
Guedry?  From earlier 
census records Anne Du-
puis Guedry would have 
been born about 1733.  
At least two of her chil-
dren were married in As-
cension Parish in the 
1780’s and she was not 
listed as deceased in ei-
ther record.  Anne 
Monica (Monique) 
Guedry married Charles 
Braud on 30 December 1782 in Ascension Parish, 
LA48,49 and Firmin Guedry married Marguerite Landry 
on 19 February 1786 at St. Gabriel50,51.   
In July 1767 Paul Boutin, Ursule Guedry and their two 
sons Joseph and Paul and two daughters Marguerite 
and Suzanne as well as Marie Boutin, an orphan, ar-
rived in New Orleans, LA from Batlimore, MD52,53.  
Their 78-day voyage  from Baltimore included a stay of 
17 days at Guarico, Venezuela.  On 16 April 1768 their 
infant daughter Marie Juliens was baptized at the St. 
Louis Cathedral in New Orleans54,55.  Interestingly, Paul 
Boutin and his family are listed as one of the Acadian  

St. Gabriel 
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families planning to settle at St. Gabriel, LA near As-
cension Parish in August 176752,53.  Were they delayed 
several months in New Orleans because Ursule was ex-
pecting young Marie Juliens?  They did eventually settle 
at St. Gabriel since on 3 November 1773 their daughter 
Marguerite Boutin married Jean Savoy in Ascension 
Parish, LA.  The marriage contract  states that the Paul 
Boutin and Ursule Guedry, parents of Marguerite 
Boutin, were from St. Gabriel56,57.  They do not appear, 
however, on the Censuses of Ascension Parish, LA 
taken in 1770 and 1777.   
By 1777 Paul Boutin and Ursule Guedry had moved 
to the Opelousas area in St. Landry Parish, LA.  They 
appeared in the Opelousas General Census of 4 May 
1777 58, 59 where Ursule Guedry’s name was spelled 
Magdelon Digrist.  On 17 April 1778 they served as 
godparents for the baptism of Agnes Berwick, daugh-
ter of Thomas Berwick and Helen Wales, at St. Landry 
Catholic Church in Opelousas60,61.  On 20 August 
1788 Ursule Guedry, having died a day earlier at age 
57 years, was buried in St. Landry Parish, LA62,63.  
Only Paul Boutin appears in the Opelousas Post Gen-
eral Census of 178864,65.  At this time he had one slave, 
40 cattle, 12 horses and 8 arpents of land facing the 
river.  The Opelousas General Census taken in May 
179666,67 lists Paul Boutin, father living with one 
woman over 14 years of age.  Could this be his daugh-
ter Anastasie Boutin who would have been about 25 
years old at this time?  Paul Boutin, widower of Ursule 
Guedry, was buried in St. Landry Parish on 25 Febru-
ary 180168,69. 

On 1 November 1758 Julien Bourneuf, widower of 
Jeanne Guedry, disembarked from the ship Le Duc 
Guillaume at St. Malo, France with his son and two 
daughters Francois, Julienne and Sophie70,71.  Also arriv-
ing at St. Malo on the same ship were  Jeanne Bourneuf 
as well as Anne Bourneuf and her husband Guillaume 
Mervin70,71.  Jeanne and Anne were Julien Bourneuf’s 
daughters by his first wife as were Julienne and Sophie 
Bourneuf.  Francois Bourneuf was the son of Julien 
Bourneuf and Jeanne Guedry.  Le Duc Guillaume de-
parted from Ile Royale about September 1758 for the 
voyage to St. Malo.  On 27 November 1758 Julien 
Bourneuf and his three children transferred to Roche-
fort, France70,71. From 1759 until 1763 Anne Bourneuf 
and her husband Guillaume Mervin, Jeanne Bourneuf 
and Sophie Bourneuf were at St. Servan, France70,72.  In 
1763 Guillaume Mervin, his wife Anne Bourneuf and 
their two children embarked on the Frigate L’Aigle for 
an unknown destination70.  Julien Bourneuf and his fam-
ily apparently did not leave France to resettle in Louisi-
ana in 1785 as we find no record of them after 1763 and 
they are not on the manifests of the seven ships trans-
porting Acadians to Louisiana in 1785. 
Through their hardy stock, strong Catholic faith and 
close family ties, the children of Augustin Guedry and 
Jeanne Hebert overcame many difficulties and hardships 
during more than two decades of resettlement and 
planted firm roots for their many descendants living to-
day in Louisiana, throughout the United States and be-
yond.  
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