CONLEY LINE

The purpose of this report is to collect, organize and share my present knowledge about one line
of descent in the family of my wife. For this reason, collateral lines are not emphasized. I’m
sharing this information in the hope of encouraging further research, yielding additions,
corrections and more accurate genealogy. Please help me improve this.

1. James Patrick Connolly. The earliest record | have of this man is that for the birth of his son:
“Cyrus Paine Connolly son to James and Catherine his wife ws bn Novm 17 1778™
This is only only mention of any of these three people in that record although there are also the
records of
“Patrick Connolly son to George & Francis was Born Nov’r 21* 1754"
“George Connolly son To George was Born March 26" 1756"
“Harrison Conrelly son to John and Mary his wife was Born Novm 2 1780"
“George Connolly son to John & Mary his wife was born Aug’t 13 1782"
“John Connolly son to John & Mary his wife was born March 14, 1785"
“Betsy Connolly Daughter to John & Mary his wife was born Apr 6 1787"
“Williamson Connolly son to John & Mary Connolly his wife ws Born July 8 1789"

Some further hints on his life are provided by family traditions. In 1963, “Connie” Faulk wrote:?
“I will gladly pass on what information | have though it has never been authenticated by a
genealogist. Most of it came from my father who passed away two years ago.> He is buried on
Connolly Ridge. ....
“1. James Patrick Connolly (not certain of the name?)
“2. Cyrus B. Connolly
Ellen Collicote
“3. James Madison Connolly
Anna Cooke.
“.... John, James, and Celeb [sic] Connolly purchased land in Lovelady Ford which is now known
as Granite Falls. The 1790 census in Burke County listed householders as John, James, Hugh and
William.

“Cyrus B. Connolly, son of James Patrick, moved to Mitchell County. Sometime after the family

! Fleet, Bewerly, Virginia Cdonial Abstracts, Vol. 3, taken from the Record of Births, 1661-1810, St. Stephen’s
Parish, Northumberland County, VA.

2 Faulk, Claudia Connolly, letter to Dan W. Olds, n. d. Her grandfather was Nimrod Coleman Connolly.

® Perhaps this is Horace Conley, 31 May 1915 - 28 Oct. 1961, buried at Beacon Church near Penland, NC.

* This is still the only source | have for the full name, but | used it for now.
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decided to move to Missouri. This was before The War Between the States. His son, James
Madison[,] had fallenin love with Anna Cooke — after they had reached Temn. he decided to turn
back and marry Anna.

“From other sources | have heard that John O’Connolly from Penna. was the foreparent of our
ancestors. | have bits of information that 1 can’t even recall the source, so I think this should be
discounted...

“I remember Mrs. Retta Cox very well. She and my father were first cousins. We always called
her father, “Uncle Son”. He, no doubt[,] was named for his grandfather. | have no proof of the
James Patrick except someone must have given me this name when | started collecting material
about 20 years ago.”

Did this James Connolly of Northhampton County, VA, come to Burke Co., NC? Or did Cyrus
perhaps move there to be with other relatives? There were several Connolly familes in early Burke
County but some of the early records refer to them as Dutch (German) and having come from PA.
In the files of the Rowan County Public Library is a copy of the declaration of Henry Connelly,
Capt. of Cavalry in the Revolution. “I was born in Pennsylvania, Chester Co., 2 May 1751,
recorded in my Bible by my father, in Dutch. | was living in Guilford County, NC, where | had
lived since my father moved from Chester Co., Pa.” “The old man is a Dutchman, and when | made
out his statement | could scarcely understand everything he said.” His widow was Temperance
Connelly. He may represent still another family from those in Burke County.

The name John Connelly is on the petition to form Burke County, 1771-1773°. The 1790 census
lists the families of Hugh, James, John and William Connelly, all in the second militia company.
James had 1 male 16 and over, 3 males under 16, and 4 females in his listing. In the 1800 census, |
found only

William Conley 1,1,2,1- -1-1- -1

James Conley 1,2,1,1- -3,1,2,1- -4 [Thus, he was age 26-44 and Cyrus COULD

be the one inthe 16-26 age bracket]

A James Connely is mentioned inthe Burke County court minutes for Jan. 1792, and in April 1792
was assigned to take taxes for his old company, John, James and Hugh Connaly are mentioned in
Jan. 1793, a court at which John Connelly, Esg., was a Justice and at whicha 1799 deed from
Bryon O’Connrelly to Hugh F. Connelly was registered along with a 1793 deed from Hugh
Connelly to John Connelly. James Connely continues to be mentioned frequently and, in July 1795,
was ordered to oversee the Lovelady road from the horseford to the Lovelady ford and John
Connelly was to oversee the horseford road. James Connelly was excused from any further court
duty at the October session, 1804. He does not appear in an index to the 1810 cenus of NC.° A

® Phifer, Edward W., Jr., Burke, The History of a North Carolina County, 1777-1920, with a Glimpse Beyond
(Morganton, North Carolina, 1977)
¢ Bentley, Elizabeth Petty, Index tothe 1810 Censusof North Carolina (Genealogical Publishing Company, 1978)
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James Connolly, age 26 - 45 and thus too young to be the father of Cyrus, appears in the 1820
ceunsu of Haywood County, NC.

An estate for James Conly, died intestate, was settled in or by 1852; he was an heir of Hugh
Conrelly. The estate included negroes belonging jointly to the estate of James Conley, dec’d and to
Thomas and Allen Conley. E. H. Corpening was made guardian to the minor heirs of James Conley
— M. J. Conley, G. W. Conley, M. E. Conley, and James A. Conley, also named as Lucinda,
George, Martha and James or as Mary, George, Martha and James.” The deceased may have been a
young man. Perhaps his age could be learned from the 1850 census.

Another report of the early family in Burke County states:®

“Forming one of the most extensive families of what was originally Burke County are the
descendants of an ancestor, John Connally, who emigrated to the Colonies from Ireland in 1743 and
settled in what was then a part of the original precinct of the Lord’s Proprietors, Craven County,
now Lenoir County. His eldest son (called Little John) (history fumished me by S. E. Connelly of
McDowell, taken from a long genealogy of the Connellys, kept by his father, John, late of Burke),
was a captain in the Revolution and commanded a company in the battle of Kings Mountain. From
him descended four sons: William, Allen, George, and Joseph. From William descended the
Connellys of Caldwell; Henry, Wesley, Alfred, George, Pickens and Col. Wm. L. Connelly. The
last named was the father of Dutch Johnand Big Bill, as he was called, must have been the brother
of Capt. John. Of this, I have no information. All of the Connellys of Burke, Caldwell, and
McDowell have since my earliest .....” [ends here]

William Jones Icard wrote that he had “made a trip up the Catawba river a few weeks ago to the
Old Connelly graveyard, but didn’t get too much information. | will give you the information which
| did find as follows:™

The Connellys that he reported were:
William Connelly, born 1774, died Dec. 24, 1820. [“My Great, Great, Grandfather]
Rebecca Connelly, born 1776, died Jan 1, 1857, age 81 yrs 1 mo. 4 days, wife of Wm
Connelly®
I. P. Connelly, born Feb. 10, 1810, died Apr. 20, 1882 [“My Great Grandfather”]*
Seady M. Connelly, born May 24, 1842, died June 1, 1890, wife of I. P. Conrelly [“I. P.
must have liked them young?]

" Burke County Estate Records, N. C. State Archives, reviewed 17 Jan. 1963.

& Walton, Thomas George, “Sketches of the Pioneers of Burke County History”. Partly reprinted from old newspaper
articles and partly from manuscripts. Walton was born in 1815, died in 1905. Much of the material was written in 1894.

® Icard, Wm. Jones, letter to Mrs. Faulk. A copy sent to me by Mrs. Faulk, 22 July 1963.

0 The family of a Rebecca Conley, age 50-60, is listed in the 1830 census of Burke Co.

1 According to a card file of NC tombstone records at the State Archives in Raleigh, I. P. Connelly is buried in the
Bowman Cemetery at Granite Falls, NC.
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Jacob Connelly, died 1836, age 88 yrs. [“l could not make out the reading on this marker
too well, but the above is what | thought was on it —all of the “markers” in this
graveyard are made of “soapstone”, and are very soft.”]

Dan G. Fisher wrote:*2

“Thanks very much for your letter which arrived this week. | get home on weekends and it was
here when | got home. My work carries me thru Burke, McDowell and Caldwell Counties so |
have had a good chance to study the history of the Connellys. 1 was hoping you did have some
positive information about James. 1 hope you can yet recall where you got the name James
Conrelly. Your letter was very interesting in that you state the family moved to Mitchell from
Lovelady ford. The story which I have isthat John O’Connelly came from Penna. to NC in 1743
and settled at Lovelady Ford on Catawba river then Rowan County. He had the following sons
John, James, Hugh and William and daughters Mary, Elizabeth, and Rebecca, so | feel this James
Connelly is your foreparent. We can work on this angle and possibly get the answer sometime. |
have talked with Jerome Connelly akko Mr. Wesley Connolly his nephew | believe, who is about 80
and lives near Marion— Thanks for telling me about Mr. Icard. | will see him next week. | plan to
visit the cemetery you mention which is near Granite Falls. | have a feeling that Mr. Icard has
valuable information.

“I have the families of John, Hugh, and William worked out pretty well, and the William is my
foreparent. They were all in Burke, Caldwell and McDowell Counties.

“l hawve also talked with the son of John R. Connelly. He could not give me any information.”

2. Cyrus Payne Connolly.

W. B. Connolly of Route 4, Marion, NC, wrote:*®

“Cyrus P. Connolly came from Virginiato Lovelady Ford, which is out from Morganton. |
don[’]t remember the name of the river (Catawba River, | suppose). He later moved to Mitchell
County and lived across the road from what you know now as the Coleman Dixon house. Cyrus P.
Connolly went from what is now Mitchell County to one of the extreme western counties, perhaps
Cherokee County. He and some of his family lived there for some time and then mowed to
Missouri. | don[‘]t know how long he lived in Missouri or at what place, but he died there. | do
not know the date of his death.”

Ralph Connolly, in 1954, wrote a three-page history containing some of the family tradition as he

2 Fisher, Dan G., letter to Mrs. Faulk, 8 Aug. 1958. A copy sent to me by Mrs. Faulk, 22 July 1963.
2 Connolly, W. B., letter to Ralph Connolly, dated 5 Sept. 1957. A copy sent to me by Jack Connolly of Erwin, TN,
15 Oct. 1979.
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had it:**

“The Connolly families are descendants of Scotch-Irish origin. They came to America well before
the Revolutionary War and settled in New England. Finding the climate too cold in the North, they
moved Southward until they finally reached Wilkes and Burke Counties, North Carolina. The
father of James Connolly was John Calvin. He had several children by his wife whose name was
Sarah Calicote, a native of the Lovelady’s Ford section of Burke County, North Carolina. One of
John Connolly’s daughters married a Bradshaw of Burke County and became the mother of Rev.
Julius Bradshaw, a noted Baptist preacher of the Connelly Springs vicinity. John Connolly and sons
left Burke County about 1838 and moved westward to what is now Mitchell County where he
settled near what is now Penland. Then around 1840 growing restless, John Connolly and sons
moved again westward with the intention of going to Missouri. However, James Connolly had met
Annie Cook of the Kim Thicket Section of what is now Mitchell County. He had fallen in love with
Anna and he had her in his heart and mind as the family moved westward again. Reaching
Jonesboro, Tennessee, the Connolly family made a stop to repair their moving equipment and it was
here that the quiet-mannrered blue-eyed James who was 22 years old decided to retrace his steps
back to the mountains and to the girl that he loved. Parting with his family might have brought
sadness to James. But love for Anne was the strongest so he told them all goodbye and retumed to
his mountain gal. They were soon after married and settled down on Connolly Ridge where they
reared several children. The oldest was Keziah, and then Cyrus Bailey - “Son”, Nimrod Coleman,
Lewis Lafayette, Jim, Julie, Sallie, Martha and John. Nearly all of these childrenin turn reared large
families who now live in Mitchell and McDowell Counties.

“When John Connolly and sons went on to Missouri, they settled near Jefferson City. Later one
of the sons, Tom Connolly, moved to Texas and became the grandfather ofthe late Senator Tom
Connolly on[of] the lone star state, Texas. Other of the Connolly family moved on into Arizona
and it was there that | met George Connolly (who had shortened his name to Conley) in Kingman in
1931. He told me we was the father of triplets — all boys, and he had named them Tom, Dick, and
Harry.”

The best traditional history of the family was written by Claude Alanson Mingus.”® “The early
history of this family is rather legendary, and as we are indebted to William Craig, the second
grandson of Cyrus P.Connolly, for what we hawe to offer, we will let him tlll it.

“William Craig: “I have heard my mother say that she heard her father saythat his father came to
this country from England. And that he bought land and some slaves in Rhode Island; then went to
England to wind up his affairs, but that the English authorities found out he was a slave holder and

* Connelly, Ralph, Charlotte, North Carolina, December 6, 1954, “A History of the Connally Family of Mitchell
County”. Jack B. Connolley of Erwin, TN, sent me a copy in 1979, saying that it was written by his brother and that he thought
the name John Calvin was wrong and should have been Cyrus P.

5 Genealogy of the Connolly Family in the United States of America, Compiled by Claude Alanson Mingus, January
1, 1930, Revised by Elizabeth Langley, August 17,1931. Are-typed copy sent to me by Julie Still, Jonesboro, Ark., in 1977.
A version of the file is now (Sept. 2000) available at www.conollyweb.com/geneology/connolly.txt
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would not let him leave until he sent back to America and sold his slaves.®

“”While yet a young man he moved to Virginia where he reared a family, as we suppose. Anyway
Cyrus P. Connolly came from this family. Grew to manhood and was educated and taught school in
Virginia. When but a young man moved to North Carolina, Burks [sic] County, seven miles west of
Morgaton [sic] on the Cataba River. He later moved to Yency [sic]'” County, and from North
Carolina back to Virginia, thence to Missouri.”

“As to whether or not there was a large family reared from this first progenetor [sic], we have no
way of saying at thistime. But we do find that out of this family came Cyrus P. Connolly who grew
to manhood at, or near, the above location and is said to have married a lady by the name of
Elizabeth Calicot, according to a report, a second cousin of his. It is said that his mother was a
Pain, her mother a James. His wife’s mother was a James. A short way west of the Connolly home
was a resort called Table Rock, and as described by William Craig as he heard his mother tell, “T his
rock had an area of about fifty acres and was most perpendicular on one side but was easily
approached from the other side.” It seems from his mother’s account that it was quite a resort for
the young folk of that day, as many couples could be seen on Saturday going there to see the sights.
This rock was about half a mile high.

“Cyrus P. Connolly raised a family of ten children.

“He was born November 17, 1776.*®* He died in 1856 on lwhat is known now as the Nichols
farm in the west central part of Wright County, Missouri, and is buried in the Mt. Zion Cemetery.
We have no exact date as to when he came to Missouri, but it must have been in the first emigration
of the family west, which was in 1854.”

“THE NAMES OF HIS CHILDREN WITH DATES OF THEIR BIRTH FOLLOWS:

“ Date of birth Married

“Sarah Connolly 6 Dec. 1801 E. Bradshaw
“Elizabeth Connolly 16 Dec. 1804 ? Roberts
“Bailey Connolly 17 Aug 1808 ? Irwin
“Catherine Connolly 25 Apr 1810 Wm. Craig
“Patsey Connolly 11 Dec. 1811 Johnson Craig
“Polly Connolly 3 Nov. 1813 Azor Bradshaw
“Alanson C. Connolly 17 April 1815 Polly Sparks
“Agnes Connolly 16 Aug. 1817 Elisha Willson
“James M. Connolly 14 Feb. 1819 ? Sparks

6 Skeptical of thistradition, I submitted it to Dr. Phillip Radine, History Department, Wofford College, for omment.
His reply: “In the mid 18" century the population of Newport was about 60% slave so there were no laws against slavery in the
colony of Rhode Island. Anti-slavery movements did not be come significant in England until the 1780's. Therefore, | cannot
give credence tothe family story.”

17 “Before you say too much about the spelling of Yency, Burks, Morgaton, etc., that is the way it appears in the
original book I borrowed back when Istarted this line.” Still, Julia, letter to Dan W. Olds, 1 Nov. 1977.

18 Exactly two years earlier than the VA record. | have not seen the original of either source but do have a letter from
the Virginia State Library ....
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“Cynthia E. Connolly 30 Apr 1820 Elijah Craig

“Wm. Craig would call our attention to the fact that three of the Connolly girls married Craigs,
and two married Bradshaws and that Cyrus P. Connolly married a Bradshaw after the death of his
first wife, and that it was from this second wife of Cyrus P. Connolly that much of the early history
of the Connollys was learned. It is said that she was a woman of unusual memory, upright
character, and very religious.*

“The immigration of the Connolly family to Missouri and Arkansas, as best as we can learn,
conisted of Cyrus P. Connolly and wife and some five of his children and their families; the coming
along at different times beginning in the year 1852, 1854, 1856, and 1860.

“The method of travel was probably much the same, and as Wm. Craig sketches the method as
related by his mother who came west in 1860, we will quote from him, who says, “They traveled to
Nashville, Tennessee, by ox team where they sold their tam[sic] taking a boat on the Cumberland
River to the Ohio River; thence to Cairo on the Mississippi; thence on to St. Louis where they took
train to Ironton, Missouri. Here they again rigged up a team and finished their journey.” He
mentions that Alanson Coleman Connolly came west inthe company of two of his cousins, Cyrus
Craig and sister,who was married to a man by name of Swan Burnrett. These later returned to
Georgia.”

“We have little or no data on the members of the Cyrus P. Connolly family who stayed in North
Carolina when the others came west to Missouri and Arkansas. Wm. Craig, who has kept up with
some of the movements of the folks there, says that one of the members of that family moved to
Georgia and was still alive a few years ago. He also states that the cousins who came to Arkansas
with Alanson Connolly went back to Georgia and presumably remained there. James M. Connolly
married a Miss Sparks. They had only one daughter whose name was Sarah Rebecca.”®”

R. D. Bradshaw reports another source of traditional information:

“Cyrus had at least two daughters who md Bradshaws. Mary Connelly md Azor Bradshaw and
Sarah Connelly md Elijah Bradshaw. There seems to be also a Bradshaw-Connelly marriage before
1806 — perhaps very early. Elijah & Sarah stayed in NC leaving many descendants. Azor & Polly
were in Yancey Co., NC in 1840, in Cherokee Co. in 1850 and Wright Co., Mo in 1860 and
afterwards. Some of the Connelly were in Cherokee and Wright Co., Mo with Azor. Guess Cyrus
went that way too. Elijah Bradshaw, b. 1803, d. 1881, left some tradition with one of his grandsons
that his mother was Elizabeth “Annie” Weaver and Sarah’s mother was Mary Callicote. But the
grandson was a little uncertain and belief existed that he had confused the two grandmothers. Allan

® I"ve found no evidence from census and tombstone records that he had two wives but that isincondusive. Both
might have been Elizabeth or the first wife could have died before 1850.

2 | cannot provide any other evidence for this stattment and have developed a different history of this James M.
Connoly, below. There does not seem to be room for two sequential wives, especially for this “other” mother of Sarah
Rebecca.
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Poe, anexpert on local families felt sure that Annie Weaver was the mother of Sarah and wife of
Cyrus. Thus Mary Callicote was the mother of Elijah Bradshaw. For a fact Eliph’s mother was
Mary, wife of Wm. Bradshaw, an early Baptist in the N. Catawba area. | had accepted this
tradition. Also there is some tradition that one of these ladies’ people lived across the mountains in
Tenn. and that she often wanted to go over there to see her kin. But again we are uncertain as to
which one. 1 believe Elijah’s father and mother md in or near Bedford Co., Va. about 1777 or
perhaps a few years earlier. These people (Wm & Mary Bradshaw) moved to Burke Co., NC after
1782 but certainly by 1790 as he was in the census. | wonder if Cyrus had two wives? Otherwise
some of my tradition my be incorrect.”*

“We have two conflicting traditional stories about the wife of Cyrus Connelly. One was that she
was Elizabeth “Anna” Weaver and the other was the she was “Mary Callicote” of Tenn. We have
pretty well concluded that Cyrus’ wife was Annie Weaver and that Mary Callicoat was the wife of
William Bradshaw, father of Elijah Bradshaw. | amwondering if in your Connelly-Callicote
searching you have found sucha problem or tradition.”?

Cyrus P. Connelly was a Justice of the Burke County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions in
1811.%2 He served on the jury that convicted Frankie (Stewart) Silvers of murder in 1832.
Cyrus P. Connelly can be traced in the census records of Burke Co., NC as follows:
1810: Cyrus P. Connelly 1 male under 10, 1 male 16-26, 3 males 45 and up; 1 female 10-16
This does not match the expected age pattern and should be reviewed. The filmis hard to
read.
1820: Cyrus P. Connelly 2 m< 10, 1 m 10-16, 1 m 26-45, 1 f < 10, 2 f10-16, 1 f 26-45, 1 f 45+
1830: Cyrus P. Conley 2 m 10-15, 1 m 20-30, 1 m. 50-60, 2 f. 10-15, 2 f. 15-20, 1 f. 40-50. The
family also held 6 slaves.
By 1840, he was living in Yancey County, NC.
1840: Cyrus P. Conley 1 m. 60-70, 1 f. 15-20, 1 f. 50-60.
Bailey Connelly, age 30-40, was head of a family in this census.

Yancey County was formed from Burke in 1833 and he could have been included there by the
creation of the new county, but it appears that he moved there because, on 9 Aug 1834, James
Sparks of Yancey County sold to C. P. Connally of Burke County, land on the Toe River, north
side, close to the Island. By 20 Oct. 1834, when he bought more land on the Toe River, including
Somer Ridge, he was Cyrus P. Connally of Yancey Co.*

By 1850, some of this family are found are found in Murphy Twp, Cherokee Co., NC.
Consecutive families were headed by Cyrus P. Connelly, Bailey Connelly (age 42 with wife

2t Bradshaw, R. D., letter to Dan W. Olds, 6 May 1970.

22 Bradshaw, R. D., letter to Dan W. Olds, n. d.

2 Phifer, Edward W., Jr., Burke, The History of a North Carolina County, 1777-1920, with a Glimpse Beyond
(Morganton, North Carolina, 1977)

2 'Yancey County, NC, deed book 1, p. 140 and p. 139.
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Rebecca), Lawson Connelly (age 34 with wife Polly, age 34, and thus perhaps Alanson C.
Connolly), and Azer Bratcher (age 42 with wife Polly, age 37). The detail for Cyrus is®
Page 53 #693 Cyrus P. Connelly age 73, white male with $1000 of real estate, b. Va.
Elizabeth age 63, white female, b. NC
Lidia Martin age 18, white female, b. NC

He was apparently in Cherokee Co., NC, as early as 14 Dec. 1846 when he deeded some negroes
to Eli Sanderson.?®. On 4 Aug. 1853, land in Section No. 180, District 3, under State Grant #1534
was sold to C. P. Conley, assignee of Eli Sanderson.?” He later sold this 231 acres of Indian lands to
R. G. Ketron.?®

Julia Still also sent the following information from Wright Co., Mo., Cemetery Records, Vol. 11

Rebecca Connolly, b. 1810, d. 4 June 1901
Elizabeth Connolly, d. 1866

Cyrus Connolly, d. July 1856

James C. Connolly, b. 1836, d. 1926
Nancy Connoly, b. 1835, d. 1892

Children of Cyrus Payne and Ellizabeth (Collicott) Connolly

i. Sarah Connolly, b. 6 Dec. 1801, 26 Jun 1874, m. Elijah Bradshaw (2 May 1803 - 15
Jun 1887), both buried in the Bradshaw Family Cemetery, Smoky Creek Township,
Burke Co., NC.#

ii. Elizabeth Connolly, b. 16 Dec. 1804

iii. Bailey Connolly, b. 17 Aug 1808. Bailey Connely married Rebecca Irwin.*

iv. Catherine Connolly, b. 25 Apr 1810. She married William Craig.*

v. Patsey Connolly, b. 11 Dec. 1811. Married Johnson Craig

vi. Polly Connolly, b. 3 Nov. 1813, d. 8 Nov. 1885, m. Azor Bradshaw (6 Oct. 1808 - 15
Aug. 1871), both buried at Mt. Zion Cemetery, Hartville, Wright Co., MO.*

% Cherokee Co., NC, census records abstracted by Julia Still, and sent to Dan Olds in 1977.

% Cherokee Co., NC, Deed Book D p. 35

" Cherokee Co., NC, Deed Book G p. 27

%8 Cherokee Co., NC, Deed Book H p. 113. 1did not copy the date!

2 Bradshaw, R. D., letter to Dan W. Olds, 5 July 1987, on a family form attached.

% Although there is a Burke County Marriage Bond for James London and Betsey Connely, dated 15 Feb. 1823, with
bondsman with Elijah Grady as bondman and John Sudderth as witness, I have nathing connecting her tothis family.
(http://rici.net/wdfloyd/burkbond.html, 28 Sept. 2000.) Elizabeth London’s heirs in Georgia are mentioned in the 1885 re-
probate of Allen Conley’s will in Burke County and she was probably his daughter. [Burke County North Carolina Surviving
Will and Prabate Abstracts, 1777-1910 (Philbeck, Miles S., and Turner, Grace, 1983).

3 Burke County Marriage Bond for Bailey Connely and Rebecca Irwin, dated 9 Nov. 1832, with Elijah Bradshaw as
bondsman and J. Erwin as witness. (http://rfci.net/wdfloyd/burkbond.html, 28 Sept. 2000.)

2 Burke County Marriage Bond for William Craigand Catherine Craig, dated 12 Feb. 1830, with James Pierson as
bondsman and A H. Erwin as witness. (http://rici.net/wdfloyd/burkbond.html, 28 Sept. 2000.)

* Bradshaw, R. D., letter to Dan W. Olds, 5 July 1987, on a family form attached.
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vii. Alanson C. Connolly, b. 17 April 1815. Julia Still found him in the 1860 census of
Benton County, Ark.,at age 42. She also found that his wife Polly had died 12 Sept.
1859, he died 8 Dec. 1876, and they are buried in Benton County, Ark.

viii. Agnes Connolly, b. 16 Aug. 1817. Married Elisha Willson

ix. James M. Connolly, b. 14 Feb. 1819

X. Cynthia E. Connolly, b. 30 Apr 1820. Married Elijah Craig

3. James Madison Connolly.

James M. Connolly, 14 Feb. 1819 - 3 Jan. 1887, and Anna Connolly, 27 Jan. 1829 - 27 Nov.
1911, are buried in the Conly Cemetery, Beacon Church, near Penland, Mitchell County, NC.

James M. and Anna Connolly were married March 26, 1846.** Note that the marriage date is
before the suggested date of Arkansas migration and the romantic story of James returning to Anna.

In 1860, they were living in Yancey Co., NC®
James Conley 40 m

Anna 31f.
Kissiah E. 111
Siras B. 9m
Nimrod C. 6 m.
Martha E 4m|?]

Lewis M. -?- 40 m.

On 5 Oct. 1872, James M. and Anna Connolly made a deed for 49 % acres of a state grant to Kizier
Emaline Connolly.*® Witnesses were C. B. Connolly and N. C. Connolly.

Their joint will is was probated 31 March 1887.%" “The Last Will and Testament of James M.
Conley and wife Anna Conley. We James M. Conley and wife aforesaid do hereby make our last
will and testament.” They named nine children: daughter Sarah P. Conley, son John R. Conlky, son
Cyrus B. Conlky, son James A. Conley, son Nimrod C. Conley, daughter Julia A. Conley, son

* Connadly, W. B., letter to Ralph Connolly, dated 5 Sept. 1957. This letter also contained the dates for James M.
Connolly, Anna (Codk) Connollyand the names and birth dates of their ten children. It maybe that W. B. Connolly had access
to a Biblerecord I have not seen. The letter includes the birthdates of some grandchildren of James M. and Anna Connolly: Bill
Connolly, b. 1 Nov. 1869; Woadfin Connolly, b. 22 Aug. 1874; Davie A. McBee, b. 25 Aug. 1876; Julius A. Connadlly, b. 19

Feb. 1877; Wesley B., b. 7 Oct. 1877. | assume the last was the author of the letter because Jack Connolly calls him “W. B.
(Wesley) Connolly”.

% 1850 census of Yancey Co., NC
% Mitchell Co., NC, Deed book 15, p. 264, Bakersville, NC.
% Mitchell County, NC, Will book 1, p. 24. The will is not dated unless 12 Feb. 1887 is intended as the date.
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Lewis L. Conley, daughter Kizziah E. Conley and daughter Martha E. Conley. The last named was
to receive “one half of a tract of land lying near the Deake mine, heird from the estate of Lewis
Cooke, Sen, deceased”. John R. Conley got the home place “where we lived”. Cyrus B. Conley
and John R. Conly were named executors in the will. Signed James M. Conly and Anna X Conley.
The witnesses were Jasper Autry and J. C. Conley.

In 1888, C. B. Conley, Executor of J. M. Conley, dec’d., filed a report of the estate. He gave $20
cash to each of : N. C. Conley, J. A. Conley, Kissey Conley, Julia Conley, Sarah Conley, John
Conley, L. L. Conley, M. E. McBee, and himself.

Retta Lee (Conley) Phillips Cox gave me the following names as “some of the children of James
and Anna (Cook) Conley: C. B. Conley, Martha, Sally, John, Julie, Nimrod, Lafayette, Bill, Keziah
and Jim”. These are ten children not including the Isaac Caleb who died as an infant. Apparently
John R. and J. C. “Bill” are different people and J. C. is missing from the list provided by W. B.
Connolly, but that gives me a problem with birthdates. Connie Faulk wrote me that Kizzia was the
mother of Bill Connolly who was killed by a business partner.

This family is listed in the 1870 census of Snow Creek Township, Mitchell County, NC, as:®

p. 7, #54 James Conley 55m. b NC
Anna 44 f. b NC
Emeline 21 f. b.NC
Cyrus B. 19m. b.NC
Nimrod C. 17m. b. NC
Martha 16 f. b.NC
Lafayette 14 m. b.NC
Sarah 11f. b.NC
James 7f. b.NC
John R. 9/12 m. b. NC
Julius 9/12 m. b. NC
In 1880, they were still in Snow Creek Township, where the listing was:*
#14 James Connolly 61
Anna 51 wife
K. C. 30 daughter
Sallie 19 daughter
James A. 13 son
J.R. 10 son
J. A 10 grandson

% 1870 Federal Census, Mitchell County, North Carolina (Toe River Genealagical Society, 1991)
% 1880 Federal Census, Mitchell County, North Carolina (Toe River Genealagical Society, 1993)
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Woodfin 6 grandson
Wesley 2 grandson

Her full tombstone inscription at Beacon Church, near Penland, NC, is: “In loving memory of

Anna Connolly, born Jan 27, 1829, died Nov. 27, 1911, aged 82 yrs and 10 months”.

Children of James M. and Anna (Cook) Conley*

4.

4

i. Kizziah E. Connolly, b. 1 March 1849, died 24 June 1913, age 44y 3m 23"

ii. Cyrus B. Connolly, b. 21 June 1851%, d. 16 Jan. 1942*

iii. Nimrod Colman Connolly, b. 27 Sept. 1853*

iv. Martha E. Connolly, b. 4 Jan. 1856, d. 1935%

v. Isaac Caleb Connolly, b. 17 Feb. 1858, d. 2 Sept. 1858

vi. Lafayette M. D. Connolly, b. 8 Aug. 1859, d. 26 May 1931*. Layfayette Conolly is
listed in the 1880 census of Mitchell Co., NC, at age 19, in the home of his brother
“C. Conolly”, age 17 (apparently Nimrod Colman Connolly).*

vii. Sarah R. “Sallie” Connolly, b. 3 June 1863

viii. James A. J. Connolly, b. 8 March 1866. His death record*® says James A. Conley, b. 8
Feb 1864, d. 11 July 1948, married to Beatrice Fortner Conley. Beatrice Fortner
Conley was born 8 June 1866, died 8 Feb. 1943

ix. John R. Connolly, b. 29 Oct. 1869, d. 29 Oct. 1897

X. Julia Ann Connolly, b. 21 April 1874; she is not listed with the family in 1880.

. Cyrus B. Conley.
According to his death record®, he died 16 Jan. 1942, was born 21 June 1851, son of James C.

42 Connally, W. B., letter to Ralph Connolly, dated 5 Sept. 1957. This letter lists the ten children with their
birthdates, and in the case of kaac Caleb Connadlly, his death date aswell.

* Name and dates from her tombstone, Beacon Church, near Penland, Mitchell Co., NC. It appears that the footstone
for thisone is marked “mather”. Mrs. Retta Cox says this was her father’s sister (Aug. 1961).

2 The tombstone of Cyrus B. Conley at Beacon Church is marked 1852-1942.

8 Mitchell Co., NC, Death Record, Bakersville, NC

* The tombstone for N. C. Connolly at Beacon Church is marked Sept. 27, 1853 - June 11, 1925. The death record of
Nimrod Coalman Connalley in Mitchell County lists his father as J. S. M. Connoley (sic) with nor record of birth place and
Anna Cook, bornin Mitchell County.

* The tombstone for Martha Conly McBee at Beacon Church is marked “1861-1935". The 1880 census of Mitchell
County show Albert McBee, 22, with Martha, age 23, and children

¢ The tombstone for L. L Conleyat Beacon Churchis marked Aug. 9, 1859 - May 26, 1931. His death record in
Mitchell Co. says he died 26 May 1931, age 70, son of James Conley, b. NC, and Anna Cook, b. NC

471880 Federal Census, Mitchell County, NC, (Toe River Genealogical Society, 1993)

8 Death Records of Mitchell Co., NC

4 Death Records of Mitchell Co., NC

% The tombstone for J. C. “Bill” Connolly at Beacon Church is marked Nov. 1, 1869 - Oct 29, 1897. Mrs. Retta Cox
said this was her father’s brother (Aug. 1961).

*t Mitchell County Death Record, Bakersville, NC.
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Conley and Annie E. Cook, and had married Ella Fortner. Her death record says she was born 4
Feb. 1858 and died 6 March 1952, the daughter of John Fortner and Nancy Stewart.*

The family is first listed in the 1880 census of Snow Creek Township, Mitchell Co., NC, very
close to their parents John and Nancy (Stewart) Fortner and James and Anna (Cook) Connoly as:>

#13 C.B. Connolly 30, miner
Eller 20, wife
Retta 1, daughter

They are buried in the Conley Cemetery at Beacon Church, near Penland, NC, where the
tombstone says: CONLEY Cyrus B. Conley, 1852 - 1942, Ella Fortner, 1858 - 1942.

His will* is dated 19 March 1934 and probated 22 Jan. 1942. He mentions his wife Ellla Conley,
daughter Retta P. Cox, daughter Maggie Morgan, and son Grover C. Conley who was given a
legacy for life which was then to go to grandchildren Margaret Conley Sullivian, Lee Conley and
Horace Conley.

Children of Cyrus B. and Ella (Fortner) Conley®

i. Retta Lee Conley, b. 1879

ii. Margaret “Maggie” Conley, b. 24 Aug 1886, d. 26 April 1972. She married Claude C.
Morgan, 14 Jan. 1878 - 14 July 1959.%°

iii. Grover Cleveland Conley

5. Retta Lee Conley. Retta Lee Conley, daughter of Cyrus B. and Ella (Fortner) Conley, was born
21 June 1979.

While “Grandma Cox” was visiting us in Spartanburg (June, 1965), | asked her to tell me
something about her life because | wanted to write up some notes on her.  The interview lasted
more than one session while she was resting in the afternoons.

Interview with Mrs. Retta Lee (Conley) Phillips Cox
FAMILY BACKGROUND

52 Mitchell County Death Record, Bakersville, NC.

%% 1880 Federal Census, Mitchell County, NC. (Toe River Genealogical Society, 1993)

* Mitchell County, NC, Will Book 2, p. 239.

% Names from Mrs. Retta (Conley) Phillips Cox

% These dates are from their tombstones, Beacon Church, near Penland, Mitchell Co., NC
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“Our name was originally O’Connolly but it was shortened to Connolly and then Conley. This all
happered before my time. | always wrote mine Conley.

“| just barely remember my grandfather James Conley. He wore his hair long and wore glasses.
My grandmother Anna (Cook) Conley had a slight limp. She walked sort of on tip-toe on one foot.
She always wore a little cap on her head.

“l have an old Bible in which my grandfather Conley wrote the ages of our family. He wrote a
capital Clike this: . Maybe that Bible is at my sister Maggie’s now. |don’t remember any of
my father’s uncles except old uncle Isaac Cook.

“My grandfather Fortner was a very kind, nice old man. He used to bounce me on his knee and
pulled my hairt to tease me. He had a small goatee and | used to pull that. My grandmother was
Nancy (Stewart) Fortner. | always looked forward to Saturday when | could go overt to
grandmother Fortner’s. | had aunts and uncles about my age. She was about 50 when she had her
last child. 1 was in my seventh heaven when | could go over there for a week-end.

“My father was Cyrus Bailey Conley. He was nicknamed “Son” and when he got older, “Uncle
Son”. My mother was Ella Fortner. My parents lived together all their married life — 64 years —in a
big house about %2 mile from where my sister lives now — going down toward the river. The house is
still there, but no one lives in it and | think the place has grown up with locust trees.

“l don’t know what to tell you about my father except that he was a hard, honest worker an dlived
on a farm. He used to work for a mining company owned by a Mr. Dake. Mr. Dake had a daughter
named Retta and my father named me after her.

“One morning my father go up, ate a hearty breakfast and went to sit in front of the fireplace. He
got sick and by 11 p.m. that night he was gone. He didn’t pass his urine and the doctor said that the
sediments collected in his bladder and the poison spread over hisbody. My mother lived just 6
weeks after that. She died of a strangulated hernia. She would not go to a doctor for an operation,
although we tried to get her to go for an operation. She didn’t last long — she was gone in a day or
two.

“I have always had to work hard, but I guess it has been good for me. 1 lived in the country on a
small farm. We made garden, had an apple orchard. | fed the chickens, gathered eggs and all kinds
of chores.

“They only had three months free school per year then. | had to walk about four miles each way to
school and it was all up and down hill; had the “blue-back speller”, arithmetic, writing, and
geography —no history. It was a one-room school and the scholars wre from six years to twenty-
four years old. My father and other paid a teacher a little bit more to stay on longer than the three
months. The teacher boarded at the scholar’s homes. | went to school four to six years like that.
Then Prof. Wing came to settle at Ledger. He was a rich man from Boston, Mass. He built a two
story building and a library. He hired two teachers and supplied everything — pencils, papers, books,
etc. The teachers were Aunt Betty Stafford and Temp Patton. | went to Aunt Betty a year or two
and then went upstairs to Tempy Patton. | was in this school four or five years.

“I had one brother and one sister. Grover, my brother, went to free school and then to Mars Hill
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College for a couple of years. He became a farmer and lived around home. He died in Michigan at
the home of one of his children. My sister married Claude Morgan, a railroad engineer from Johnson
City. He ran the first CC & O train thru our area.

FIRST MARRIAGE

“I met John Phillips in Prof. Wing’s school. We used to walk part way home together, although it
was against the rules for boys and girls to walk together. You know how bors and girls are. John
Phillips spent the night at our home one time. The next morning he followed my father out to do the
chores. My father knew what he wanted, but it was just before they were ready to come back in
before John got up the nerve to tell him that we wanted to get married and would like his
permission.

“We were married at my father’s home. | was married young — nearly 17. He was 19. We started
out in a two-room hoiuse with old furniture our families had. We had a step-stove, two beds — only
the very little we really needed.

“Finallly, we got a store started. Mr. James C. Phillips, my father-in-law, had it before, but he was
more of a trader than a merchant. He bought up land and grazed cattle on it and sold them for
profit. John was a real merchant and | helped him in the store. We lived near his parents and they
helped with the baby-sitting.

“At first there was no railroad. We had to walk or go on horse two or three miles for our mail. We
made application for a post-office — more as a convenience to ourselves than anyone else. | was
appointed post-mistress and had that job for about fifteen years. We named our post-office Wing
after Prof. Wing. Mr. Zeb Wilson brought the mail from Ledger to us.

“When the railroad came in, we moved our store to it. | kept the post office. We lived in ghe back
of the store for a while, then built a house. We had part of a long warehouse partitioned off for our
use.

“We shipped cord wood and beef hides on the railroad to a tannery at Old Fort. We bought them
from people who brought themin loaded them on cars. Whenthe local came in after dark, I used to
stand on the tracks and swing a lantern to stop the train when we had a carload ready to go out. Of
course mail came on the train, too. Mr Avery Wilkes was a mail clerk on the train.

“We had only one child, Viola, Betty’s grandmother. She went to gree school and then to the
Stanley McCormick Presbyterian School in Burnsville. We lived next to the Greene’s. Viola always
wanted to get away and play with Walter Greene’s sisters. | remember one time when Bascomb
Greene, Walter’s brother, came into the store. Bascomb had been writing to a girl and had received
a letter signed “Yours Forever”. He was very worried about it and called Mr. Phillips to the back of
the store and asked if he could be forced to marry her. Mr. (John) Phillips could hardly keep a
straight face but told Bascomb he would help if he got into any difficulty but didn’t expect there
would be any.

“We saved the money we made in the store, doing without things when maybe we shouldn’t have.
At a time when we had $5,000 in the bank at Marion, a travelling man came from Tenn. and told us
about a nice, well-located farm with a good water supply. John Phillips felt we needed to invest our
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money and went to look at the farm. Later, we both went. Inayear’s time or less, Mr. Bobbitt felt
he could no longer keep the farm and we bought it.

“This was about the time Viola married Bela Poteat and they went to live on the farm. Bela is still
living there. We helped them get started as much as we could. | helped buy a team —one horse.
Later I gave the children clothes and things. | bought the children a pony (this was after | married
John Cox) with bridle and saddle. John Poteat rode it to school.

“John Phillips was Commissioner of Mitchell County for 1912-1914. Several leading Republicans
came to urge him to run for State Legislature on the Democratic ticket. They promised to support
him against __ _ who was on the Republican ticket. Mr. Phillips finally felt that he was going
to have to run and a few weeks before the election he decided he should do some of the
electioneering. He never did visit more than just a few of the people near us. But he was elected
and had to go to Raleigh. I visited him there, and left the store in the care of Rev. . Butlalso
spent some time home alone. One winter a neighbor woman, Mrs. Aldridge, came to ask me if she
oucl spend the winter with me. | had just been thinking aobut going up to ask her if she would like
to stay with me. | was glad to have her and we got along well. She did a lot of the house work
while I worked in the store.

1916 FLOOD

“In 1916, we had the worst flood | have ever seen. The river came up just to the front step of our
store. We thought everything was going to wash away, but we piled all of our goods on shelves and
the counter. We saw the water take away a house that was between the railroad and the river. It
was just lifted up and carried away without breaking up. Our store was left, though, and the river
went down. IT just happened that we had just gottin in a large stock of flour, meal, etc. People
came with wagons from all over to stock up on supplies. No one knew when they could get more.
Mr. Phillips had to ration the amount he gave each person and he wanted to be sure and take care of
his regular customers. We had a boat for crossing the river. It was arranged so you could get across
by pulling on ropes. T his was all washed away, of course. People would come to the bank on the
other side and holler over for us to save so-and-so for them. We soon had a man nail some planks
together and fix a raft that could be poled across the river.

“The flood had filled a railroad cut ten feet deep with all sorts of things. There were window
frames, kegs of nails, food, etc. Bolts of cloth from stores in Spruce Pine or Penland were hanging
in the trees. Some were all torn and open, but others were still rolled up.

“The railroad was washed out, too. People were trapped away from home and had to walk home
along the railroad bed. Some stopped at our place and we tried to feed and put up as many as we
could. I sent out mail by some of these people who carried it to where it could be posted. This was
they way | got my letters to Viola. It was six weeks before the trains came. T he first one came in
blowing its whistle and crowds of people came to the tracks. It was a happy time.

DEATH OF JOHN PHILLIPS

“Mr. Phillips got sick and would sometimes talk rather strangely — but he was even nicer to me
than before. He helped me so well and read the Bible and talked about how we were going to have
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to live better. However, he wasn’t well and I had a couple of the best doctors | knew come to
observe him. He wouldn’t go with me to a doctor. The doctor’s said | wasn’t safe with him. T heir
experience was that men in his condition always hurt the ones they loved most. One day when a man
was sitting on the porch with my mother-in-law and myself, Mr. Phillips got up out of bed and came
quietly to the porch and grabbed me by the throat. We had to get help from the store. It took four
men to hold him and they tied himto the bed. | thought it would kill me. When | passed through
the room later, he asked me to come and kiss him and told me he hadn’t wanted to hurt me and
wouldn’t hurt me for anything. Then the doctors came and made arrangements to send him to the
hospital at Morganton. Three men took him, but he didn’t offer any resistance — just stared out of
the train window all the way.

“In about two weeks my father-in-law and I went to visit John at the hospital. One of the male
nurses brought him out. | took his hand and spoke to him, but he just looked at the floor. His
doctor said “This is your wife, why don’t you speak to her?”. He said “It’s not my wife” and turned
away.

“l took a room near the hospital so I could visit him. | stayed with a very nice family who were
very good to me. One morning, after breakfast, | went back to my room to get ready to go to the
hospital. The phone rang and my landlord answered it. 1then heard him get his wife and they came
back to tell me that the hospital had called to say Mr. Phillips had died about 5 AAM. Of course, |
just broke down. In a little while, my landlord (who had been planning to leave town on business for
the day) came back to say that | would need help with the arrangements and he was going to stay
and help. He helped me select the casket, arranged for the train to be held up for as much as two
hours if necessary. He got tickets for both of us to | wouldn’t have to ride alone. He sent telegrams
for me, too, so someone would meet the train. My daddyand Sam Phillips met us. The Poteats
came on the next train from Tennessee.

“I tried to runthe store after John Phillips died. | knew all about running the store, of course, but |
found out that people wouldn’t pay their bills to a woman the way they would to a man so | decided
to sell the store. When | sold the store to Sam Phillips, | had over $1100 credited out. | rode
around on horseback and finally collected all but $250 of it.

“In 1917, I mowve to Joneshoro, Tennessee, for three years. | made very good friends in Jonesboro
and that was where | got to know John Cox . Let me tell you about a dream | had after John Phillips
died. 1dreamed he came by on a white horse and asked me to get up behind him. It was veryreal. |
could feel the motion of the horse under me. He took me to John Cox’s door and left me there.
What do you think of that?

“John V. Cox and | were married in 1919. He got the job of superintendent in the Hoot Owl mine,
which was mainly a feldspar mine. They built a railroad to Penland and shipped out the first carload
of feldspar. It went to Liverpool, Ohio. We got a set of dished out of that first carload. Mr. Cox
also had a mica house of his own at the same time. He had twelve to fifteen people working in it —
cutting, shaping, packing and shipping. Mr. from East Liverpool, Ohio, used a lot of it. He
gave us our first radio in 1920 or 21. Mica was the biggest export of the area.

“l had some money from the sale of the store and John Phillips” estate. | bought some land in N.
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C. and Tenn. One day Viola came to me and said we should divide this between us in case
something happened to either of us. She made the arangements and divided it as evenly as could be
done, then gave me my choice of the portions. | kept the home place and the Eden farm. She got
the farm where Bela lives.

“Later, | was advised to sell my land because it is so difficult to get good tenants and they alwyas
get the cream of the crop. They fed our corn to their hogs and things and things like that. One day a
man came to my door and said the had heard | had a farm for sale. He ahd a chance to sell his, but
wanted to arrange to get another first. | told him it was too sudden for me and I would have to have
time to decide. He said | had a good face and asked me to agree not to sell without giving hme first
chance. I agreed, and did sell the farm.

“I boug ht government bonds and later some bank bonds. | had some stock in the Spruce Pine
bank and so did John Cox. He was one of the directors. The bank was not doing so well. Ed
Fortner had made some investments against the advice of the directors. A meeting of all the
stockholders was held and it was decided to sell out to Northwestern Bank. There was only one
other woman. We were all lined up around the wall of the room. It was explained that we could sell
our stock or trade it for and equal number of shares in Northwestern Bank. Nearly everyone in the
room decided to sell their shares, including Mr. Cox. | had made some inquiries and found
Northwestern Bank had taken over the Bakersville bank and were making money. | was the last one
around the room to be asked and | decided to take my stock. Several of the others began to think
they had made a mistake. When we got home, J. V. wanted to buy some of my stock, but | wouldn;t
sell.”

See the Phillips Line.
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