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PREFACTORY

"Dyer's Delight" wes the name given about 1690 by William Dyer,
Junior, to the spproxmately 1100 acres of upland and marsh written
about in this booklet. In 1747, by circumstances and lsgacies, all of
this acreage beceme owned by two sons of Ysates and Rebecca Conwell,
John and Eiies.

In the English language broad is defined as “of unusual width®.
The Dutch define kill/kil as a Fohannel® and used it in neming such
waterways as the Kill Van Kull which bounds 3taten Island, New York,
on its northarn side. Closer to Sussex County, Delawsre, the
Schuy Xill enters ths Delawars River at Philadelphia, Reflecting the
Dutch and English influsnces in colonizing the area of today's Cape
Henlopen, the waterway which flows through this land of early Conwells
was named Broad Kill.

In 1682 Williem Penn initiated sction which resulted in the
establishmant of Broad Kill Hundred as a subdivision of Sussex County,
"Hundred” being so used in his native Bngland. As the years passed the
name became *Broadkiln®, e meaningless word probably creatsd through
poor enunciation. In recent years the Sussex County Council, prodded by
The Milton Historical Society, astablished "Broadkill® as the offlcial
nome. It is understood that they did not restore it to "Broad Kill®
bacauss of the sxpense attendant to changing maps, signs, records and
so forth.

"Neck" is found on current maps of Sussex County and in old
County records. In this use it meant the land, peninsula, lying betiween
two streams. Az appesring in this booklet, Broadkill Neck refers to
the land batween the Broadkill and Prime Hook Creek.

When this resesrch commenced it was contemplated that it would
encompass all Conwells who lived in Broadkill Hundred and Lewes. It
soon became apparent that during the several gensrations since Yeatss
and Rebecca the genealogical informstion chain had developed so meny
gaps that many Conwslls, particularly those named on tomb stonss, could
not be connected to known and charted gemealogical lines. Many male
Conwaells appsared in old records though did not reappear. Their descen-
dants may be emong the unconnsctable namss found in this research., Soma
Conwsll family lines terminated because there wes no male to carry the
line onward.

Speciel effort was made to include the several Conwells known te
have been pilots on the Delawars Bay and River, though with meager
results, Many Delaware pllote found it preferable to live in Philadelphia
though some of them spsnt the swmmers in lewes. This dual residence
gituation apparently caused soms Conwell gemeslogical informetion to
disappear from local knowledge and records.



Included in this record are coples of the Wills of John Conwell,
Senior and Junior, and photocopies of the inventories and appraiase-
ments of the *@oods and Chattles" of John Conwell, Senior and Junior
and Captain William Conwell., These documents are included because their
study will reflect the standards of life of these families, ranging
from 143 to 202 years ago., Tho Wills show that disinheritance existad
a long time mgo. In ths era when oxen were the prime movers on the
farms of Broadkill Hundred, several of the names of ths invantoried
items have prectically diseppeared from our vecabulery.

All too often gemsalogical text tontains mot much more information
about the subjects than the dates of their birth and death, a mesger
record of the life ¢f s person who may have spent their sallottead years
in eccomplishments which left his or her mark upon the scens. Though
this text contains much birth/death statistical data, effort was made
to include evary bit of information which would deacribe m person's
activities during his or her time here. For unknown reasons some
inguiries were not answered or very minimal information was contributed.

Materiel for this booklet has been mssembled, processed to final
form and produced in California. This could not heve been accomplished
without the affort of and contributions by Mrs. D. Anthony (Helens)
Potter, the sminent gemealogical researcher of lLewss. She searched for
and furnished information from Wills, land grants, Bible entries,
tomb stones, documents and photographs in the Buresau of Archives and
Record Managemsnt, Dover, County records in Georgetown and at ths local
headquertars of the Frime Hook National Wildlife Refuge. She probably
found the chors umisuaslly interesting because her great-grandmother,
Alstta Arnn Wilson, wes the daughter of Jeseph B, Conwell (138)!

Dated at

578 Chapman Drive

Corts Madera

Californie 94925

October 29, 1984

The second anniversary of the -

Commencement of this project,. This is copy numberzi?of Mif4y coples,.

ii



THE LAND

™e sarlisst hiastory of the land which was to become the first

Conwell habitat in Broadkill Hundred, probably in Americe, is contained
in a William Penn land grant "Recorded the 7th 8th mo:s 1702 (William
Penn lLand Grants, pages 23 ~ 27) Ths documsnt confirms the chain of
title down to and including William Dyer, Junior, who named the land
*Dysr's Delight". These are the owmsrships:

" eos Granted by Patent Dated the ffive and twentieth

Day of March Anno Ome Thousand Six hundred and seventy

gize to John Winder for One Thousand One hundred Acres
of Lamd ...0'

"Whereas ths said John Winder granted the seid One
thousend and One hundred Acres of land to Nathaniel
Walker .... by a Deed of Sale Dated the twelfth day of
Msrch Anno One thousand Sixe hundred and Eighty five."

Nathaniel Walker executed his Will April 7, 1683, ".... Devising
all bis Lands ... Lying at the Whoorkill untc his Brother Captain
Williem Dyer." (Penn grant) Nathaniel Walker's name appears frequently
in "Some Records of Sussex County" with the title, *Captain". It is
considered that they were not blood brothers, that Walker wrote of
them as "Brothar Captains®. Walker died on or about October 20, 1685,

"Ma jor" Dyer being the Administrator of the estate. ("Some Records of
Sussex County", page 137)

Dysr made his Will on Pebruary 20, 1687. It read, in part, "I Will
and Bequeath unto my Elldeft son William Dyre now at Bofton in New
Erxgland ell of my plantation or land scittuste Laying & being in the
Broad Kill in Suffex County Aforesaid ....” Dyer died shortly thereafter
as his Will was probatsd at lewes on June 5, 1688, ("Some Records of
Sussex County", pages 141 -~ 142) . In the Penn grant the nage is spelled,

Dysr. In the transcription of the Will it is apelled, DyTe.



Cther proparties are defined in the Pann grant, In the interest
of elarity, only the acreege destined for Conwell ownership has been
tracked in this text.

William Dyer, Junior, sold thease 1100 acres to James Standfield.
Standfield died about 1701 and his executor, Francis Chadsey, sold the
acreage to William Fisher. (Sussex Surveys, A, page 210)

William Fisher was influentiel and obviously prosperous. He
representad Sussex County in the Provincial Assembly irn 1699 and again
in 1708, In & Dead of Gift in 1705 he was stated to be & Cordwsyner.

A modern dictionary defines a cordwainsr as a worker in Cordovan
jeathar, a shoemeker, It seems reasonably possible that = sordwayner
in 1705, over 275 years ego, was also a tanner, a menufacturer of amd
e "worker" in leather. The local marshes offered excellent grazing
fPor catils and the local forests abounded in trees with bark used in
tenning. In 1701 he owned the 1100 acres of Dyer's Dslight. One could

assume that hs engaged inm farming on some basis, possibly with tenanta.
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Transcript of the written text heading the
Jaruary 27, 1701 resurvey of William Pigher's land.

"WILLIAM FISHERS Return of 1072 acres GREETING To the Surveyor

Gemerall of the Province of Pensilwvania and County Annexed, By Virtue

of a Warrant under ys hand and Seale of Bdward Pennington the then
Surveyor Generall and bearing date they l2th day of the ffith month

1701 ordering me to r’Survuy & tract of land in Sufsex County for
Williem ffisher w°P hs ys 3% PPisher bougnt of Pfrancis Shadd adminis®
of James Sisnfisld Deceased Rsputed to contsin 8ix hundred acres of

land in obedience to the said warrant as aforesaid this may certifie
that I have Resurveysd the Land as above 3pecified Begining at a bounded
Hickory standing in the line of Anthony Heaverly end Runing East North
Bast 160 perches by a lins of marked trees to & bounded Hickory then
Runing North North West by & lins of marked trees 46 perches to a
bounded Red oak ffrom thence EBast North East 350 perches by & lime of
merked trees to & Red oak bounded ffrom thence South South Bast 46
perches by a line of marked trees to a bounded white oak from thence
East North Bast 25Q perches by a lire of marked trees to a pest in the
Edge of the Marshes from thence rumnning North North West partly by a
line of marked trees 290 psrches to a post frox thence running West

by Nerth 145 perches to a bounded Red osk near prime hook Creek from
thence Runing upon Saveral Courses partly upon prime hook marshes and
partly upon the mershes of e Gutt which Goes up to = beaverdan to a
bounded White oak 739 perches ffrom thence South South Bast by a lime of
marked trees 130 perches to ys firat bounded Hickory Conteining and laid
out for 1072 acres of Land Survayed and laid out the 27 of January 1701,

Jonas Greenwood Deputy Surveyor."
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YEATES CONWBLL

Many bonafide Conwells in Americe have no particulaer
difficulty in tracing their ancestiry back over 275 years to Yeates
and Rebecca. Howover, aome researchers have trespassed heavily upon
facts by "constructing" a conmeotion between Yeates and someons with
a similiar name who appeared on the scenms prior to his authenticated
appearance, One of the most flagrant trespasses on fact was that
Yeates was 8 son of Francis Cornwell, sheriff of Sussex County. To

support that contention, this quots from pags 130 of 3oms Records of

Sussex County, Delaware (1909) has besn published:

Jamuary 7, 1706 "Rice Wolfe Petitioned the Court That

whereas he had Intermarried with Mary the daughter of

Prancis Conwell (Intestate) Decd that he may be ordered

his Proportionable Part of ad Estate both Reall and

Personal according as the law Directs®,

The truth is that "Conwell® in the abovs quote is not whet was

written in the referanced voluws., The volume states that Mary was
the daughter of "ffrancis Cornwell", It is documented in Sussex
County records that Francis Cornwell had two children, PFrancis, Junior,
and Mary., No refersnce whatscever to a Yeates, When s researcher uses
s quote to support a presentation and then alters the gquote to
gubstantiats the presentation, the resultant taxt must bs discredited,
Often “tradition hms it that ...." is used in gemesalogical reporting.
Information based on tradition is subject to such varying degrees of
ineccuracy that it has not been used in this accounting, It is well
kxnown that the recording of names of early families in America waa
subjected to variatioms srising from such factors as limited educsation,

L
poor snunciation, poor permanship and, likely, a degres of clerical
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carslessnees. To some degres one may correct such errors if acceptabls
subatantieting justification is in hand.

On May 1, 1705 Williem Fisher executed a Deed of Gift for 100
acres of Dysr's Delight to Ysates mnd hias wife, Rebecca, Fisher's
daughter, Lenguage used in the Deed reflects that Fisher held his
son-in-law in very high ssteem. In ths Deed Yeates! name was written
as "Conwill® which may have resulted from any of the sbove causes.
Yeates® signature has not been discovered, Yeates' grandson used
"Conwill® as his Will, executed August 11, 1811 bears this very clear
signature: "John Conwill". Fortunately for this genealogical purpose,
there are other documants which support the use of "Conwell" commencing
with Yeates. (3es Wills of William Fisher and Rebacca Conwell Corrnwalliee)

No provable knowledgs about Yeates prior to the May 1, 1705
date of the Deed of Gift has been discovered by any known researcher,
His Will has not been discoversd nor has an inventory of his estate,
or even a document confirming that he died intestate. It is knowm
that he died before March 24, 1727/8 as his widow had become Rebecca
Cornwallice as stated in her hushand, William's, Will of that data.

To ascartain the Pacts about Ysates prior to 1705 is a worthy challenge
for everyons interested in his genealogy. In these circumstances this

modest accounting ef some Conwells will commence with Yeatas.



