
VtÅÑ ÇxtÜ Zâ|Çxt fàtà|ÉÇ iT 
g{âÜáwtç tà ÇÉÉÇA  `tç EKà{ DKIF 

WxtÜ Ytà{xÜ > `Éà{xÜ 
 lÉâÜ ~|Çw ÄxààxÜ ãtá Üxvx|äxw 
ÉÇ Ätáà xäxÇ|Çz tÇw ãtá Åâv{ zÜtà|y|xw 
àÉ {xtÜ à{tà çÉâ ãxÜx tÄÄ ãxÄÄA  \Ëäx 
ÇÉ Çxãá Éy Åâv{ |ÅÑÉÜàtÇvx àÉ ãÜ|àxA 
jx tÜx tÇà|v|Ñtà|Çz t ÅÉäx äxÜç áÉÉÇ |Ç 
fÉÅx w|Üxvà|ÉÇ âÇ~ÇÉãÇ àÉ âá tà ÑÜ@ 
@xáxÇà? ãx Üxvx|äxw ÉÜwxÜá ÉÇ Ätáà xäxÇ|Çz 
gÉ ~xxÑ |Ç Üxtw|Çxáá àÉ ÅtÜv{ tà t Å@ 
ÉÅxÇàá ãtÜÇ|ÇzA  \à Åtç ux ÑÉáá|uÄx à{tà 
y|z{à|Çz ]Éx [ÉÉ~xÜ| |á zÉ|Çz àÉ vÜÉáá 
à{x etÑÑt{tÇÉv~|| tzt|Ç tÇw z|äx âá 
tÇÉà{xÜ uÜâá{ |y {x wÉxá \ à{|Ç~ çxá 
\ ~ÇÉã à{tà {x ã|ÄÄ zxà t ãÉÜáx ã{@ 
@|ÑÑ|Çz à{tÇ {x w|w uxyÉÜxA  \à |á à{Éâz{à 
à{tà {x ã|ÄÄ x|à{xÜ Åt~x tÇÉà{xÜ tààxÅÑà 
àÉ vÜÉáá à{x etÑÑt{tÇÉv~ ÉÜ v{tÇzx 
{|á utáx Éy ÉÑxÜtà|ÉÇá àÉ áÉÅx Éà{xÜ ÑÉ|Çà 
ÑÜÉutuÄç wÉãÇ ÉÇ à{x cxÇ|ÇáâÄtÜ||  àÉ uç  |



ÉÄw ZxÉÜzx UA `vVÄxÄÄtÇwá|ä ÜÉâàx àÉ e|v{ÅÉÇwä 
\ à{|Ç~ [ÉÉ~xÜ |á Ä|~x t zÜxtà ÅtÇç Éà{xÜ 
by à{x|Ü ZxÇxÜtÄá ÑÄtçxw Éâà tá à{x ÉÄw átç|Çz  
|áA  fÉÅxà{|Çz tuÉâà Åç ytÜx ãx zxà ÑÄ@ 
@xÇàç àÉ xtà áâv{ tá |à |á ÉÄw UtvÉÇ tÇw  
yÄÉâÜ äxÜç |ÇyxÜ|ÉÜ tÜà|vÄxá Éy uÉà{N tÇw 
Évvtá|ÉÇtÄÄç ãx zxà t yxã wÜç Ñxtá tÇw 
Ñ|v~Äxw Uxxy ã{|v{ |á áÉ átÄà à{tà t  
wÉz vÉâÄw ÇÉà xtà |àA  VtÑà VÉÜ~xÜáä| ÇxzÜÉx 
uÉç à{tà vÉÉ~á yÉÜ âá zÉxá Éâà tÇw zxà 
âá Å|Ä~ xäxÜç Éà{xÜ wtçA  \à áxÄÄá äxÜç {|z{ 
y|yàç vxÇàá ÑxÜ ÖâtÜàA  g{x _twç ã|à{ ã{ÉÅ 
VtÑà VÉÜ~xÜá ã|yx |á uÉtÜw|Çz yâÜÇ|á{xá âá 
ÑÄxÇàç Éy Å|Ä~ Évvtá|ÉÇtÄÄç t ÑÉâÇw Éy 
UâààxÜA  bâÜ `xáá vÉÇá|áà|Çz Éy y|äx |Ç 
ÇâÅuxÜ ÉÇ áxäxÜtÄ Évvtá|ÉÇá wÜtÇ~ yÉâÜ 
wÉÄÄtÜá ãÉÜà{ y Å|Ä~ |Ç ÉÇx wtçA  uç à{|á çÉâ 
Åtç wÜtã tÇ |Çwxy|Ç|àx |wxt Éy ÉâÜ 
xåÑxÇw|àâÜxá yÉÜ áÉÅxà{|Çz àÉ xtà? àãÉ tÇw 
àãÉ tÇw t {tÄy wÉÄÄtÜá |á vÉÇá|wxÜxw Üxtá@ 
@ÉÇtuÄx yÉÜ yÜxá{ UâààxÜ ã{xÇ \ vtÇ zxà 
`|Ä~ àÉ wÜ|Ç~ \ wÉÇËà vtÜx tuÉâà tÇç 
à{|Çz xÄáxA  \ ãÉâÄw Ä|~x ÇÉã àÉ ux tà 



{ÉÅx àÉ wÜ|Ç~ Å|Ä~ tÇw xtà UâààxÜ? tÇw 
zÜxtà ÅtÇç Éà{xÜ à{|Çzá ã{|v{ tuÉâÇwá tà  
ÉÇxá {ÉÅxA  {täx çÉâ ÑÄxÇàç Éy yÜâ|à à{|á 
çxtÜ tà {ÉÅx ÉÜ ã|ÄÄ {täxA  yÜâ|à vÜÉÑá 
xáÑxv|tÄÄç tÑÑÄxá {tá ÑÜÉäxÇ àÉ ux t ÑxÜyxvà 
yt|ÄâÜx |Ç à{|á fxvà|ÉÇ Éy VÉâÇàÜç tÇw  
\ tÅ äxÜç áÉÜÜç |Çwxxw? tá \à ÑÜÉäxw 
àÉ ux äxÜç uxÇxy|v|tÄ àÉ ÉâÜ tÜÅç Ätáà 
fâÅÅxÜ ã{|Äx ãx ãxÜx ÉÇ `tÜv{xá 
à{ÜÉâz{ à{x `ÉâÇàt|Çá |Ç aÉÜà{xÜÇ i|Üz|Ç|t 
tÇw vÉâÄwxÇà zxà tÇçà{|Çz àÉ xtà xåvxÑà 
tÑÑÄxá tÇw ÜÉtáàxw vÉÜÇA  \ à{|Ç~ çÉâ 
áÉÄw çÉâÜ VÉààÉÇ xåàÜxÅxÄç {|z{ à{Éâz{  
à{tà ãtá ÇÉà tá {|z{ tá Éà{xÜ à{|Çzá yÉÜ 
\ÇáàtÇvx VtÄ|vÉ tà à{Üxx tÇw yÉâÜ 
ÉÉÄÄtÜá ÑxÜ çwA  tà áâv{ Ütàxá vÉààÉÇ 
Éâz{à àÉ ux ãÉÜà{ áxäxÇàç vxÇàá? WxtÜ 
Ytà{xÜA  \ ãtÇà çÉâ tÄÄ àÉ ãÜ|àx áÉ  
à{tà \  vtÇ {xtÜ yÜÉÅ {ÉÅx ÉÇvx t ãxx~ 
\ {tw ÇÉà {xtÜw yÜÉÅ çÉâ |Ç à{Üxx 
ãxx~á uxyÉÜx çxáàxÜwtçA  \ {täx ãÜÉàx 
tuÉâà à{Üxx à|Åxá É áÉÅx ÉÇx Éy à{x ytÅ@ 
@|Äç á|Çvx à{x y|z{àá ÉÇ à{x etÑÑt{tÇâv~ 
\ {täxÇËà Üxvx|äxw t ÄxààxÜ yÜÉÅ j|ÄÄ|tÅä|| 
á|Çvx à{x Dáà wtç Éy `tçA  \ tÇáãxÜxw 



t ÄxàxÜ yÜÉÅ hÇvÄx TwtÅä||| ÉÇx tÄáÉ 
yÜÉÅ `|w g{ÉÅ t ãxx~ ÉÜ àãÉ tzÉA lÉâ 
Åâáà ãÜ|àx áÉÉÇ tÇw z|äx Åx tÄÄ à{x Çxãá 
g{xÜx |á ÉÇx Éy à{x zÜxtàxáà Üxä|ätÄá zÉ|Çz 
ÉÇ |Ç ÉâÜ exz|ÅxÇà|å \ xäxÜ átã à{x 
ÉÄw ÅxÇ átç {xÜx à{tà à{xç ÇxäxÜ átã 
áâv{ uxyÉÜx |Ç tÄÄ à{x|Ü Ä|äxá àãxÇàç yÉâÜ 
}É|Çxw à{x V{âÜv{ {xÜx wâÜ|Çz ÉÇx ãxx~ 
tÇw à{xç rrr zÉ |ÇàÉ |à à{ÜÉâz{ xå@ 
@v|àxÅxÇà tá t zÜxtà ÅtÇç wÉ tà 
fâv{ à|Åxá? uâà à{xç áxtÅ ÇÉà àÉ ux rrrr 
rrr wxÄ|uxÜtàxÄç rr {tw UtÑà|áÅ àÉ@ 
wtç rr exä `Ü [xçÅtÇå  v{tÑÄt|Ç Éy à{x 
GL rr ezà g{xç }É|Çxw à{x UtÑà|áà V{âÜv{ 
VÉÇáxÖâxÇàÄç ÉâÜ V{tÑÄt|Ç {tw àÉ áxÇw yÉÜ 
T UtÑà|áà Å|Ç|áàxÜ àÉ twÅ|Ç|áàxÜ à{x ÉÜwtÇtÇvx 
bâÜ V{tÑÄt|Ç ux|Çz t `xà{Éw|áàA  \ tÅ zÄtw 
àÉ áxx |àA gÉ áxx ÜxÄ|z|ÉÇ zt|Ç|Çz ÉÇ ä|vx 
tÇw |ÅÅÉÜtÄ|àç áÉ ytáà \ à{|Ç~  |à vÉÇ@ 
@à|Çâxá áÉ ÄÉÇz à{tà ä|vx tÇw ã|v~xwÇxáá ã|ÄÄ 
ux xÇà|ÜxÄç utÇ|á{xw  \ Åâáà vÄÉáx uç átç|Çz \  
tÅ ãxÄÄ tÇw {ÉÑx à{|á Åtç y|Çw çÉâ tÄÄ  
rrr Éy à{x rrrrcrrrrrrÉâÄw Ñtç à{x 
rrr uâà |à |á tÄÅÉáà |ÅÑÉáá|uÄx àÉ zxà áàtÅÑá 
 
 



[xÜx |Ç VtÅÑA  \ {täx zÉà ÑÄxÇàç Éy ÅÉÇxç uâà 
vtÇà Ñtç à{x ÑÉáàtzx ÉÇ Åç ÄxààxÜá ã|à{ |à ÉÜ \ ãÉâÄw 
Ñtç |à ÅçáxÄyA  gxÄÄ fàxÑ{xÇ UAå  à{tà \ ã|ÄÄ ãÜ|àx àÉ {|Å |Ç |

                                                

t yxã wtçá \ yxã wÉÇÉà áàtÜà ÉÇ t ÅtÜv{ lÉâ 
tÄÄ Åâáà ÇÉà ãt|à yÉÜ tÇ tÇáãxÜ tÄÄ à{x à|Åx yÉÜ 
áÉÅxà|Åxá ÑxÜ{tÑá \ wÉÇËà zxà çÉâÜ ÄxààxÜáA  TÇw \ tÅ áâÜx 
à{tà áâv{ |á à{x vtáx áÉÅxà|ÅxáA  \ ãÜÉàx àÉ fâxå|| t yxã wtçá tzÉ 
uxyÉÜx \ zÉà çÉâÜ ÄxààxÜ \ àÉÄw {xÜ zÉÉw tuÉâà ÇÉà 
ãÜ|à|Çz àÉ ÅxA  gxÄÄ fàxtäx à{x tÇáãxÜ àÉ à{tà Öâxáà|ÉÇ {x 
tá~xw Åx |Ç çÉâÜ ÄxààxÜ |á ÂabÊ ÇÉÜ {täx ÇÉ |wxt Éy 
áâv{ t à{|ÇzA  lÉâ Åtç á{Éã {|Å à{|á {x ã|ÄÄ âÇwxÜáàtÇw 
ã{tà \ {täx ÜxyxÜxÇvx àÉ \ ã|ÄÄ àxÄÄ {|Å tuÉâà {Éã 
vÉÅx  \äx àÉ ãÜ|àx àÉ {xÜ iAVA lÉâ Åâáà ãÜ|àx ÑÉÉÜ 
_A TÇÇA  lÉâÜ WxäÉàxw > tyyxvà|ÉÇtàx áÉÇ 
]âwáÉÇ gA [tÜzÜÉäxá 
 
gÉ [xÇÜç tÇw 
`tÜà{t TA [tÜzÜÉäxá 
 
g{x uÉçá tÜx tÄÄ  
ãxÄÄ tÇw xÇ}Éç|Çz zÉÉw {xtÄà{A 
fÑÜ|Çz à|Åx {tá }âáà 
Åtwx |àá yâÄÄ  
tÑÑxtÜtÇvx {xÜx 
]AgA[ A    

 
i Joseph Hooker (November 13, 1814 – October 31, 1879), known as "Fighting Joe", was a career U.S. 
Army officer and a major general in the Union Army during the American Civil War. Although he served 
throughout the war, usually with distinction, he is best remembered for his stunning defeat by Confederate 



                                                                                                                                                 
General Robert E. Lee at the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863.  Hooker's plan for the spring and summer 
campaign was both elegant and promising. He first planned to send his cavalry corps deep into the enemy's 
rear, disrupting supply lines and distracting him from the main attack. He would pin down Robert E. Lee's 
much smaller army at Fredericksburg, while taking the large bulk of the Army of the Potomac on a flanking 
march to strike Lee in his rear. Defeating Lee, he could move on to seize Richmond. Unfortunately for 
Hooker and the Union, the execution of his plan did not match the elegance of the plan itself. The cavalry 
raid was conducted cautiously by its commander, George Stoneman, and met none of its objectives. The 
flanking march went well enough, achieving strategic surprise, but Hooker somehow lost his nerve when 
the first reports of enemy contact reached him on May 1, 1863. Rather than pushing aggressively into Lee's 
rear, he pulled his army back around the tiny crossroads town of Chancellorsville and waited for Lee to 
attack. Lee audaciously split his smaller army in two to deal with both parts of Hooker's army. Then, he 
split again, sending Stonewall Jackson's corps on its own flanking march, striking Hooker's exposed right 
flank and routing the Union XI Corps. The Army of the Potomac dropped into a purely defensive mode and 
eventually was forced to retreat. 
ii The Chancellorsville campaign began with the crossing of the Rappahannock River by the Union army on 
the morning of April 27, 1863. Heavy fighting began on May 1 and did not end until the Union forces 
retreated across the river on the night of May 5 to May 6. 
iii McClellan's army began to sail from Alexandria on March 17. It was an armada that dwarfed all previous 
American expeditions, transporting 121,500 men, 44 artillery batteries, 1,150 wagons, over 15,000 horses, 
and tons of equipment and supplies. An English observer remarked that it was the "stride of a giant." The 
army's advance from Fort Monroe up the Virginia Peninsula proved to be slow. 
iv George Brinton McClellan (December 3, 1826 – October 29, 1885) was a major general during the 
American Civil War. 
v McClellan's Peninsula Campaign in 1862 ended in failure, retreating from attacks by General Robert E. 
Lee's smaller army, failing in the planned seizure of the Confederate capital of Richmond. 
vi Captain Stephen A. Corker.  3rd GA Infantry Company A. 
vii William Hargroves, his brother who was 29 at the time. 
viii Adam Brinson?  His mother’s brother? 
ix 3rd Georgia Infantry Company A.  Thomas Judson Hargroves enlisted as a private and discharged as a 
Sargent Major. 
x John T. Heyman, 49th GA Infantry Chaplain. 
xi Steven Brinson Hargroves, Jusdson’s brother, who was 24 at the time.  Called “Steave” later in the letter. 
xii Susannah E. Hargroves, his sister, who was 17 at the time. 


