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ppeesence fere

" Joseph Hooker (November 13, 1814 — October 31, 1879), known as “Fighting Joe", was a career U.S.
Army officer and a major general in the Union Army during the American Civil War. Although he served
throughout the war, usually with distinction, he is best remembered for his stunning defeat by Confederate




General Robert E. Lee at the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863. Hooker's plan for the spring and summer
campaign was both elegant and promising. He first planned to send his cavalry corps deep into the enemy's
rear, disrupting supply lines and distracting him from the main attack. He would pin down Robert E. Lee's
much smaller army at Fredericksburg, while taking the large bulk of the Army of the Potomac on a flanking
march to strike Lee in his rear. Defeating Lee, he could move on to seize Richmond. Unfortunately for
Hooker and the Union, the execution of his plan did not match the elegance of the plan itself. The cavalry
raid was conducted cautiously by its commander, George Stoneman, and met none of its objectives. The
flanking march went well enough, achieving strategic surprise, but Hooker somehow lost his nerve when
the first reports of enemy contact reached him on May 1, 1863. Rather than pushing aggressively into Lee's
rear, he pulled his army back around the tiny crossroads town of Chancellorsville and waited for Lee to
attack. Lee audaciously split his smaller army in two to deal with both parts of Hooker's army. Then, he
split again, sending Stonewall Jackson's corps on its own flanking march, striking Hooker's exposed right
flank and routing the Union XI Corps. The Army of the Potomac dropped into a purely defensive mode and
eventually was forced to retreat.

" The Chancellorsville campaign began with the crossing of the Rappahannock River by the Union army on
the morning of April 27, 1863. Heavy fighting began on May 1 and did not end until the Union forces
retreated across the river on the night of May 5 to May 6.

" McClellan's army began to sail from Alexandria on March 17. It was an armada that dwarfed all previous
American expeditions, transporting 121,500 men, 44 artillery batteries, 1,150 wagons, over 15,000 horses,
and tons of equipment and supplies. An English observer remarked that it was the "stride of a giant." The
army's advance from Fort Monroe up the Virginia Peninsula proved to be slow.

" George Brinton McClellan (December 3, 1826 — October 29, 1885) was a major general during the
American Civil War.

Y McClellan's Peninsula Campaign in 1862 ended in failure, retreating from attacks by General Robert E.
Lee's smaller army, failing in the planned seizure of the Confederate capital of Richmond.

¥ Captain Stephen A. Corker. 3™ GA Infantry Company A.

" William Hargroves, his brother who was 29 at the time.

" Adam Brinson? His mother’s brother?

% 3rd Georgia Infantry Company A. Thomas Judson Hargroves enlisted as a private and discharged as a
Sargent Major.

X John T. Heyman, 49" GA Infantry Chaplain.

X Steven Brinson Hargroves, Jusdson’s brother, who was 24 at the time. Called “Steave” later in the letter.
" Susannah E. Hargroves, his sister, who was 17 at the time.



