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Reunion News!
The program for our June 18, 19, and 20th
reunion is now in place and the events look
great. Registration forms for the reunion
will be sent in March.

Highlights of Saturday's Program
Saturday, June 19, will be a day to meet new
people, make new friends, learn new information
- and be glad you came to our Jubilee Reunion!
100 years ago, in 1910, the Dreisbach Family
Association was established and the first family
reunion was held. It rained. We hope for better
weather for our reunion but it didn't matter then
and it won't matter now - we will enjoy
ourselves.
Our program begins with an introduction to St.
Peter's Tohickon Church - our hosts - given by
Pastor Steve Hamilton. He will talk about the
history of his church and how, incredibly, it is
intertwined with at least two branches of the
Dreisbach family!

The Dreisbach Surname DNA Project was
launched at the last reunion and has already
brought some amazing information - and some
very tantalizing questions - to light. We will
have a chance to meet some of the participants in
the DNA project and hear about their fascinating
discoveries. Stories worth hearing!
The Pennsylvania Archives put surveys from the
1700's and 1800's on line. This new tool will be
described and you will learn how you can use it
in your genealogy research. It led to the
discovery of a great deal of information about
the early years of the Simon Dreisbach family in
Northampton County which will be presented in color!
A "mystery" solved! The descendants of Henry
Dreisbach (1800-1890) have been 'orphans' for
over 100 years, unable to find parents for their
most distant known ancestor, 'Mysterious' Henry.
You will be among the first to hear a fascinating
story of how Henry's parents were found, who
they are, and how 'Mysterious Henry' is
connected to the Dreisbach clan.

The book that solved the 'mystery'.

St. Peter's Tohickon Church,Perkasie, PA.
The site of our reunion!

Of course there also is our DFA business
meeting. Some important issues will be
discussed, new officers elected, and a place to
hold our reunion in 2013 will be chosen. We
need your input for this. Everyone's opinions are
important and new ideas and suggestions are
very welcome!

Visit the DFA Reunion website at: http://sites.google.com/site/dreisbach2010familyreunion/

This - and more - will be on the program for
Saturday. If you have family things you want to
display or genealogy research you want to
discuss - there will be lots of time allotted for
these activities in the afternoon. And there will
be coffee and goodies to keep you going.

DFA for 2010-2013 and then he or she will
introduce our entertainment for the evening,
Keith Brintzenhoff.

Saturday's Informal Banquet:
Always a reunion highlight, the Saturday night
banquet at Revivals Restaurant rounds out a full
day of talks and information with good food and
good company. This year the banquet is a casual
affair. The reason for this is directly related to
holding our reunion in a picturesque but rural
area.
The nearest hotel accommodations are 11 miles
from St. Peter's Tohickon Church, the locale for
the Saturday program. Some people may go
back to their hotel after the talks, to rest or
change clothing - a 22 mile round trip. However
the church and banquet restaurant are close
together, but not in the same direction as the
hotel, so many people might prefer to stay at the
church and socialize, then go directly to the
banquet.

Keith Brintzenhoff performing at a folk festival
Keith, a well known teacher and expert on
Pennsylvania Dutch music, language and culture,
will bring us back to our genetic roots. The
name of Dreisbach (in all its many spellings)
entitles us to claim at least that part of ourselves
as Pennsylvania Dutch. For those of us who no
longer live in the area, and who may have
become distanced from our heritage, Keith will
help revive the Pennsylvania Dutch inside us the part that would say "Make once the lights
out." It will be a lively evening!

Friday's Bus Trip:

Revivals Restaurant, site of our banquet.
The event will be festive. We may be in casual
outfits, but the round banquet tables will be set
with linen, china and floral centerpieces. For
dinner there is soup, salad, and a main course of
juicy London Broil, with the option of a
vegetarian meal if desired. It is topped off by
coffee, tea and an all-you-can-eat dessert buffet!
The highlight of the banquet will be our postprandial entertainment. First we will officially
greet the person newly elected as Chair of the

The itinerary for our bus trip is an interesting
mix of places associated with Bucks County
Henry Dreisbach (1735-1785) and places of
cultural and historical interest to Dreisbachs.
By the way, Bucks Co. Henry and "Mysterious
Henry" are not the same person - but 'Henry' was
definitely a popular name among Dreisbachs!
The bus tour starts promptly at 9:15am on Friday,
departing from our 'home base', St. Peter's
Tohickon Church - which is associated not only
with Bucks Co. Henry but also with the Simon
Dreisbach family of Northampton County.
From here we travel to, and visit, Almont
Jerusalem Church - burial site of Bucks Co.
Henry. In addition to the tombstone of Hilarious
Dreysbach - his real name - the cemetery also
contains outstanding examples of tombstones
from the 1700's. You will want to photograph
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some of these; the carving remains sharp and
legible on these 225 year old stones!

Jerusalem Church, Almont
Next, we travel westward to Indian Creek Church,
where several children of Bucks Co. Henry were
baptized. Here the congregation's historian, who
has a wonderful Pennsylvania Dutch accent, will
take us on a tour of his church. After this, we
drive through Mennonite farming country,
heading for lunch at a Mennonite-run restaurant
famous for its sweet buns and pies.

Following lunch we continue the theme and visit
the Mennonite Heritage Center, a museum that
provides a good understanding of Mennonite
history and belief. It also has an outstanding
collection of Penna Dutch 'fraktur' art - and - a
great gift shop.
Finally, we drive through hilly countryside to
visit an historical 'gem', the Henry Antes
Plantation. Almost unknown to tourists, this
early (ca. 1740) stone farm house was built by an
influential German immigrant. Here we will
have a personal tour by docents from the
Goshenhoppen Historical Society - a rare treat in
itself.

Friday's Church Supper!
The bus returns us to St. Peter's Tohickon
Church sometime after 5:00pm. Waiting for us
will be a Pennsylvania Dutch Church Supper,
prepared and cooked by the women and men of
St. Peter's Tohickon congregation and served in
the church basement! This is an all-round
cultural and gastronomic treat.
You don't have to go on the bus trip to join us for
the church dinner, but you will need to register
in advance (the cooks need to know how much
food to prepare). Dinner will be served about
6:00 pm and is not open to the public - it's just
for our Reunion!

Sunday morning church service:
Our hosts at St. Peter's Tohickon Church are
doing extraordinary things for our reunion.
What better way to say 'Thank you' than by
joining them at 10:15am for Sunday worship.
Old, stone, country churches have many
expenses and little income. If we can be
generous with our donations in the offering plate,
it will be wonderful. We hope to see you there!
So please, if at all possible, organize your trip to
the reunion to allow you to attend Sunday
morning service at St. Peter's Tohickon Union
Church.

Get ready to register!
You will be receiving a form to register for the
reunion in early March. We hope to see you all
at the reunion. It's going to be different - it's
going to be fun. You'll be glad you came!

Finally - Remember to visit our reunion
website (see the bottom of each page) and
to visit often. It changes as new
information arrives. There is lots to read
here - some of it very important, including
directions to the reunion and information
about hotels and hotel reservations.

See You in JUNE at the REUNION!
Henry Antes Plantation

(Marcia Dreisbach Falconer - Reunion Coordinator)
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