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Welcome to another edition of the Van Bibber Pioneers newsletter.  April was very busy for me and this is why it took me until the end of the month to get it published.  Even though I like to have it completed by the middle of the month, it is not always feasible.  Believe me, I do not like going down to the last day of the month to get it to Bruce so he can upload it to the Van Bibber website.

You will notice in the title I have added the Manbevers family.  I am truly convinced a branch of the Ohio Van Bibbers eventually started using this spelling of the name.  My plan is to eventually get some of this information in the newsletter so you can see what I am talking about.

Thanks again for those who contributed.  May is soon upon us so get those articles ready and I will be asking for them in a week or two.

I hope you enjoy your Easter edition of the Van Bibber Pioneers newsletter.                                                                                           
Your Editor,

Gary R. Hawpe
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NEW SUBSCRIBERS:
A warm welcome goes out to our nine new subscribers.  Eight of them descend from various branches of the Van Bibber family.  Mary Clegg works in the Allen County, Indiana library and they have asked permission, which we granted, to make hard copies of the newsletter and keep them on file in their genealogical section.  With our nine new subscribers and the loss of five others, this now puts us at 615 receiving the newsletter.

1. Adair Anderson  --  AdaireAnderson@aol.com  --  Nathan Boone and Olive Van Bibber

2. Anita Bulter  --  timetwochange@netzero.net  --  Cyrus Van Bibber and Mary Timberlake

3. Elaine Trotter  --  etrotter@prodigy.net  --  Richard Tillis and Elizabeth Van Bibber

4. Jane Riseling  --  mjrmjr@theramp.net  --  Gabriel Van Bebber and Barbara Carlock

5. Mary Clegg  --  mlclegg@acpl.lib.in.us  --  Allen County, Indiana Library

6. Robert Edwards  --  irwinfan@ureach.com  --  John VanBever and Mary Triggs

7. Robert Noel  --  robert.noel@fuse.net  --  Madison Noel and Sarah Van Bibber

8. Roxane Henke  --  scheissekopf@tznet.com  --  James Owens and Hannah Van Bebber

9. Vikki Rodgers  --  svr5svr@aol.com  --  John VanBever and Mary Triggs

ADDRESS CHANGES:
1. Beverly Arbuckle  --  ArbucBever@aol.com
2. Brenda Yoakum-Kriz  --  wizkriz@kc.rr.com
3. Delores Colie  --  intellangel@yahoo.com
4. Don & Vivian Van Bibber  --  vanbibber@frontiernet.net
5. Eva Berry  --  effie_lou_1945@yahooo.com
6. Sandi Williams  --  sandi.williams@comcast.net
7. Terry Van Bibber  --  TJVAN93@att.net
INVALID ADDRESSES:
1. Gary Fulfer  --  gfulfer1@txu.com  --  Address not listed

2. Ken Luman  --  deputy@southwind.net  --  User unknown

3. Nancy Borrett  --  dirtyfingers75@yahoo.com  --  Account disabled

4. Pam Parker  --  dreamcatcher@ecol.net  --  User unknown

5. Willouise Parker  --  Parkerwillouise@hotmail.com  --  User unknown
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Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Martha VanBebber and George Yoakum, Sr.

  Jesse Yoakum, Sr. and Anna Berry

   Isaac Yoakum and Emily Bruce

Sons: William Jackson "Bill" Yoakum

          Thomas Yoakum

AMBUSH AT LONG TOM

Long Tom was a rough and ready mining camp in the Sierra Nevada foothills of Kern County, California, some forty miles northeast of Bakersfield.  After the initial gold strikes in the mother lode country in 1849 and the 1850s, prospectors moved south looking for more gold, and although they didn't strike another bonanza, they did locate workable deposits throughout the mountain region and the Mojave Desert beyond.  Such was the case at Tom Long in the late 1860s and 1870s.

Wherever men searched for gold, disputes over conflicting mining claims occurred.  Interested parties arbitrated some of them, courts decided others, and gunfire settled some more.  The last was the case in Tom Long in 1878 when assailants waiting behind some rocks gunned down Hamilton Tucker and William Johnston on the Long Tom Granite Station road.

Hamilton Tucker was a native of Missouri, but in the late 1860s he migrated to California where he married Harriett Stokes of Visalia.  Harriett was the daughter of Yancey Stokes, a prominent and wealthy pioneer of Tulare County.  The newlyweds moved to Bakersfield, where, in 1870, they resided next door to Tucker's brother, Ambrose, and his wife and child.  Hamilton Tucker's home also included his sister, Sarah, and his mother, Anna.  Within a short time, Sarah Tucker married Henry Burdett.  The Tucker brothers were both miners, and with Burdett they hoped to do well in the industry.

HAMILTON TUCKER filed a mining claim near Long Tom.  A short time later he and Burdett formed a joint venture and opened the original Long Tom mine on the property.  They also expanded their mining interests beyond the Long Tom mine to other properties in the area.  The future for Tucker and his family, which now included children Thomas, Frank, and Della, looked secure and prosperous.

In the meantime, William and Thomas Yoakum became interested in the same mining properties as Tucker and Burdett.  Their father was Isaac Yoakum of Oakland, California.  Years before, Isaac drove a herd of cattle from Knoxville, Missouri, to Alameda County, California.  He liked California and elected to stay.  In time he became prosperous and influential, and by 1870 he was a leader in the community.  Isaac Yoakum financed his sons’ adventures and thus had an interest in their prospecting and mining ventures.  Yoakum’s financial power and influence would have a bearing on his sons later.

Soon after the Yoakum brothers arrived in Long Tom they openly clashed with Tucker and Burdett over mining properties that both factions claimed.  Both parties initiated lawsuits against the other.  Several court battles ensued, with the Yoakum brothers losing most of them.  Bitter feelings arose, and the continuing contest became known as the “Long Tom Feud.”

Curiously, the first hostile move in the “feud”  came during the week of April 15, 1873, in an unrelated case.  A George Davis rented a barn in Bakersfield from Sarah Burdett to use as a residence.  He lived in the building about six months.  While Henry Burdett was out of town, Davis decided to move out of the barn, and in order to leave the building cleaner than when he occupied it, he asked William Yoakum to clean up the property.  Yoakum was working on the property when Mrs. Burdett approached him and ordered him off the premises.  She said she did not want the building cleaned as she was going to use it as a “hen-house.”

Yoakum responded by saying that he wasn’t leaving, and that he had as much right on the property as anyone else because he was given permission to be there by the party who rented the barn.  Mrs. Burdett grew more persistent and finally Yoakum lifted her bodily and carried her from the property.

Only Mrs. Burdett’s vanity was injured; however, she initiated a charge against Yoakum for assault with intent to injure.  Yoakum was arrested, and his trial was held the last week of April.  A jury found Yoakum innocent, and Henry Burdett, who had returned to Bakersfield, said he was satisfied with the results of the trail.  However, the incident further aggravated the situation between Tucker and Burdett and the Yoakum brothers.

AS BITTER feelings grew, someone attempted to shoot Burdett one night as he sat by the window in his home reading a newspaper.  Believing he had no defense against such tactics, Burdett left town for a time.  His departure didn’t lessen the tension between Tucker and the Yoakum brothers, however, and the men on both sides armed themselves with repeating rifles.  The situation became explosive.

Finally, in 1877, William Johnston, a miner whom the Yoakums had hired to help them with their properties, deserted them and joined Hamilton Tucker in what the Yoakum brothers described as “claim-jumping” of Yoakum properties.  Johnston’s actions constituted the proverbial last straw as far as the Yoakum brothers were concerned, and the feud came into the open.

On the morning of April 13, 1878, Hamilton Tucker was driving a horse drawn wagon toward Long Tom on the Long Tom-Granite Station road.  Harriett sat on the seat beside him, holding a baby in her arms, and his other children stood on the floorboards.  William Johnston drove a following wagon, and Sarah Burdett sat on the seat beside him.  Both men had been expecting trouble from the Yoakum brothers, and they were armed for defense.  However, they did not expect trouble while they had the women and children with them.

Suddenly, about a half-mile from Long Tom, three shots came from behind some nearby boulders.  One shot toppled Johnston from his wagon seat on the road.  He struggled to his feet muttering, “I am shot!”  Johnston walked to the rear of his wagon, dropped to the road, and died.  Shot through his head, Tucker was knocked from his wagon-seat and died instantly.  The assassins were excellent shots as the women and children were untouched during the shooting.

Stunned by the events, Sarah Burdett jumped from her wagon to calm the frightened horses, and didn’t see who shot at them.  Harriett Tucker, perhaps exhibiting more courage than sense, laid her baby down and ran to the rocks to see who was shooting at them.  Rounding the boulders she observed two men with weapons walking rapidly toward a nearby cabin from the direction of the rocks.  She recognized the men as William and Thomas Yoakum, and she knew they had fired the fatal shots at Johnston and her husband.

James Bernard, James Webb, and an F. Langford, working nearby, heard the shots and the women’s screams and rushed to the murder scene.  They found Tucker and Johnston in the roadway where they had fallen.  They helped transport the murdered men, the women, and the children into Long Tom and made arrangements to notify Coroner A.A. Mix and Sheriff William Bower in Bakersfield of the killings.

Mix and Bower arrived in Long Tom the following day, and a coroner’s inquest was held over the bodies.  Harriett Tucker testified that she saw the Yoakum brothers walking away from the murder scene with weapons in their hands, and she identified them even to the clothing they were wearing.  The other parties testified as to what they saw and heard, and coroner’s jury found that Tucker and Johnston died by gunshot wounds inflicted by William and Thomas Yoakum.  Coroner Mix ordered that the Yoakum brothers be arrested for murder.

The following day the Yoakum brothers were arrested.  Community feelings ran high against them, and lynching was a real threat.  The arresting officers, aware of the danger, made all haste in transporting the prisoners to the jail in Bakersfield.

Two murder charges were pressed against William, and one charge of aiding and abetting a murder was lodged against Thomas.  Both men were arraigned and ordered held without bail.  The prisoners denied the charges and said that they could prove they were not in the Long Tom area the day of the shootings.  Nevertheless, their preliminary hearings found sufficient evidence for felony trials.  Bail was denied, and both men were held in jail pending trail.

Almost immediately after the Yoakum brothers were arrested, their family in Alameda County retained the legal services of prominent San Francisco criminal attorney Alexander Campbell,, Sr.; E.E. Calhoun of Bakersfield also helped with the defense.  Attorney George Otis aided Kern County District Attorney James W. Freeman in the prosecution.  After the preliminary hearing on April 18, the Yoakum family hired one of California’s most colorful and noted attorneys to head the defense team.  He was David S. Terry of Stockton.

Terry was a former California supreme court justice, but he was known for more than his prowess as a lawyer.  Years before, he had shot and killed Senator David Broderick in a duel, which ended his career as a public official.  Later, Terry would himself be shot and killed by Deputy United States Marshal David Neagle during an altercation at Lathrop Station near Stockton.  Terry arrived in Bakersfield with fanfare and took charge of the Yoakum cases.

Bakersfield judge and attorney P.T. Colby joined Terry’s team.  That move aggravated public hostility towards the Yoakum brothers.  Many believed it was a conflict of interest for Colby to be on the defense team as he was sitting judge and had represented the Yoakum brothers in their legal bouts with Tucker.  Nevertheless, Colby remained on the team.

Terry moved for a change of venue, stating that public feeling against the Yoakums made it impossible to secure a fair trial in Kern County.  The motion was denied and William Yoakum stood trail for the murder of Hamilton Tucker.  After a spirited contest, a jury found Yoakum not guilty.  The public did not welcome the verdict, and lynching became the topic of the day.

By July 1878 William Yoakum was still in jail pending trail for Johnston’s murder, and Thomas Yoakum was still in jail awaiting his trail.  On July 4, Sheriff Bower received a quite word from an informer that soon a mob would break into the jail and lynch the prisoners.  At first Bower gave little credence to the warning; however, as the day wore on he observed knots of quiet men standing on the streets, and the lawman realized he was in serious trouble.  Within sight of spectators, Sheriff Bower brought in four deputies armed with shotguns.  He also passed word along the streets that he and his men would defend the prisoners to the end.

In the meantime, one of the deputies suggested that they get the prisoners out of the jail by the back way and to a safe place before the mob became organized.  However, Bower knew it was too late for such action; he and his officers would have to sit and wait.  The prisoners were also scared, and they asked the sheriff to arm them for their own protection.  However, the sheriff’s threats to prospective mob members apparently succeeded as the night passed without incident.

William Yoakum’s second trail started on January 13, 1879.  After ten days of testimony a jury found the prisoner guilty of murder on the first ballot.  A curious incident occurred while the jury deliberated.  Defense attorney Colby walked into the jury room without warning.  He did not remain in the room when he saw the jurymen, but turned about immediately and left the chamber.  If his tactic was to secure a mistrial, Colby failed.  Instead, when the jurymen reported his intrusion to the court the judge ordered the process to continue and a charge of jury tampering lodged against Colby.  In the end, Colby convinced the judge that he was looking for someone else and accidentally entered the jury room as he did not know the jury was there.  The charge against him was dismissed.  William Yoakum was subsequently sentenced to execution by hanging.

Terry immediately appealed the sentence to the California supreme court with a motion that a new trail be conducted in another county.  The supreme court granted Terry’s motion, and Fresno County, about one hundred miles north of Bakersfield, was selected as the site for the new trail.  The supreme court’s decision was not popular in Kern County.

On February 27, 1879, the editor of the Bakersfield Courier-Californian complimented the citizens of Bakersfield for allowing the law to take its course.  The comment, of course, referred to continued hostility against the Yoakum brothers and frustration over the court process.  However, the editor spoke too soon.

On Wednesday, May 28, 1879, after midnight, jailer George Reed heard persistent knocking on the courthouse front door.  He left the jail area and went to the door.  Without opening it, he asked who was there and what was wanted.  A speaker responded that he wanted to see a man named Ownsby.  Reed replied that Ownsby was not in the building.  The speaker asked Reed to open the door so they could talk, but Reed refused.  At that point a number of men battered the door open and confronted Reed with drawn guns before he could retreat.

Masked mob members marched Reed back into the jail, and quickly searched the building.  They located Deputy Sheriff William H. Coons sleeping in another part of the building and took him to the jail.  While the mob held Reed and Coons prisoners, they asked Reed which cells the Yoakums were in.  Reed told them and begged the mob not to harm the other prisoners.  Mob members advised Reed that they were interested only in the Yoakum brothers.  Curiously, Reed later refused to the vigilantes where he had hidden the keys to the Yoakums’ cell.  However, a quick search of the office revealed the keys, and while Reed and Coons were held in the jail office the mob went into the jail’s holding area.

In the meantime, Sheriff Bower and J.A. Jastro, a prominent Bakersfield citizen, drove by the jail on their way to their homes after a meeting.  They had no intention of stopping at the jail, but as they drove, masked men approached them from the dark, leveled guns on them, and held them prisoner.

THE VIGILATNES, carrying ropes, entered the prisoner’ cells.  As leg chains secured the prisoners to the cell floors, the mob did not escort them from the jail to the nearest tree.  Instead, they tied one end of the ropes to the window bars above the top cross-brace, looped the other end around the prisoners’ necks, and let their victims drop.  The prisoners strangled to death.  Before the mob left, members fired several shots from pistols and shotguns into the suspended bodies.  The shots alone would have been fatal.  After the shooting, the mob released their prisoners, Brower, Jastro, Coons, and Reed, and disappeared into the night.  The bodies of William and Thomas Yoakum were left hanging in their cells.

Bower and his deputies took down the Yoakums’ bodies and transported them to a mortuary.  From there they were released to the Yoakum family, taken to Alameda County, and buried in the Oakland Cemetery.  A coroner’s jury found that both men died of strangulation by hanging by parties unknown to the jury.  The vigilantes’ identities were never determined.  Rumors held that several women were in the mob and that two of them were Harriett Tucker and Sarah Burdett, but such was not the case.  Jailer Reed thought they were some seventy-five men in the lynch mob; however, Coons thought the number to be considerably less.

In any event, the lynching went off without a hitch.  The Yoakum brothers had the best court defense money could buy, but in the end the citizens of Kern County superceded the courts and saw to it that William and Thomas Yoakum paid the supreme price for the ambush at Long Tom.

True West,  Gold Rush Correspondent  --  By Harold L. Edwards  --  November 1992  --  Page #44-47.  

Submitted by Audrey Becker  --  ALBTAZJJB@aol.com
--------------------

Note:  In Van Bibber Newsletter January 2002 Vol. 5, No. 2 it included an article titled Long Tom Mine.  In this article the author states, " In 1868, the owners of the Long Tom mine were the two Yoakums brothers. The older, I think, was named Bill, and the younger, Jim."  It is now obvious that the two Yoakum brothers were William Jackson "Bill" and Thomas Yoakum.

Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 James VanBebber, Sr. and Hannah Hoover

  George VanBebber and Sally VanBebber

   James Moss VanBebber and China Minerva Yoakum

--and--

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  Sally VanBebber and George VanBebber

   James Moss VanBebber and China Minerva Yoakum

Family of James Moss VanBebber

1.  James Moss8 VanBebber  (George7, James6, Isaac5 VanBibber, Peter4, Isaac Jacobs3, Jacob Isaacs2, Isaac1) was born January 22, 1822 in Claiborne Co., TN, and died September 18, 1906 in Claiborne Co., TN.  He married China Minerva Yoakum December 14, 1851 in Claiborne Co., TN, daughter of George Yoakum and Jane Rogers.  She was born July 21, 1829 in Claiborne Co., TN, and died September 09, 1901 in Claiborne Co., TN.  Both are buried in Yoakum Chapel Cemetery, Powell's Valley, Claiborne County, Tennessee.

Children of James VanBebber and China Yoakum are:


2
i.
George Washington VanBebber, born July 17, 1854 in Claiborne Co., TN; died November 03, 1923.  He married Mary Martha VanBebber February 09, 1879 in Claiborne Co., TN; born March 30, 1860 in KY; died June 06, 1947 in TN.


3
ii.
William Marshall VanBebber, born September 14, 1858 in Claiborne Co., TN; died October 06, 1941 in TN.  He married Barbara Sophia Yoakum March 04, 1903 in Claiborne Co., TN; born November 10, 1883 in TN; died September 07, 1921 in TN.


4
iii.
John Rogers VanBebber, born May 24, 1862 in Claiborne Co., TN; died December 21, 1889 in TN.


5
iv.
James Franklin VanBebber, born August 24, 1864 in Claiborne Co., TN; died June 14, 1953 in Bell Co., KY.  He married (1) Betty Malinda Sharp June 20, 1897 in Union Co., TN; born June 17, 1878 in TN; died August 13, 1917.  He married (2) Lou Avery Ayers August 15, 1920 in Campbell Co., TN.


6
v.
Alvis Canada VanBebber, born January 22, 1866 in Claiborne Co., TN; died July 18, 1867 in Claiborne Co., TN.

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
[image: image6.png]



?? VanBibber and Ann ?? 

 Henry Van Tromp VanBibber and Nancy E. Leak

  Thomas H. Van Bibber and Sarah J. Leak

   William Henry Van Bibber and Gladys D. Merle

WILLIAM HENRY VAN BIBBER

1930 – DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (PRECINCT NO. 13, WASHINGTON CITY) ED. 372, SH. 8A, LN. 27, DWELLING/FAMILY (NR/NR).

VANBIBBER, WM. H.
HEAD-M-W-72-M27- NONE -         TX-SC-GA
GLADYS D.


WIFE-F-W-70-M25                 EN-EN-EN

William Henry Van Bibber is the child of Thomas H. Van Bibber (b. 1830 in Charleston, SC) and Sarah J. Leak (b. 1834 in Georgia). William was born in Houston, Texas.  His father Thomas died there in 1861 of typhoid fever.  Other known children in the family are Nancy Jessie (b. 1859) and Mary Louisa Duvall Van Bibber (b. 1855).  Nancy married James Knox Polk Thrower in 1883. 

William lived in Atlanta for a time presumably with or near James and his sister Nancy, where he learned the printing trade.  He worked at the newspaper in Shreveport.  Shreveport is where his father Thomas was raised.  In 1890 he was in Savannah, Georgia as a printer at the Morning News on 42 Lincoln Street.  Later he went to work at the U.S. Mint in Washington D.C..  My father visited his great uncle in Washington in the 1920’s.  Not much is known about Gladys, however, it is believed her middle name is Densel. My grandmother’s name is Gladys Densel Thrower.

The following is an article from 1885 about their wedding.  The announcement is credited to the collection of Randy Grey of Kansas City, Missouri.

Van Bibber-Merle-In New Orleans, Thursday, Apr 3rd. at 3:30 o'clock pm, by Rev H.H. Waters, rector of the St. Paul's church, Mr. W.H. Van Bibber of  Shreveport and Mrs. Gladys Merle of New Orleans.

The groom formerly lived in Atlanta, Ga. and is a nephew of Sam Van Bibber. Esq. of this city. He is a compositor employed on this paper, and is a genial and clever gentleman. We extend our congratulations and wish Mr. and Mrs Van Bibber a long life of happiness and prosperity.

Submitted by Dean Starr  --  deanstarr@alltel.net
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CALIFORNIA DEATH RECORDS

The following are five deaths from the California Death Records, between the years of 1940 and 1997, who have a Van Bibber connection.

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Isaac VanBibber, Jr. and Elizabeth Hays

  Matilda VanBibber and James Estill

   William Kavanaugh Estill and Margaret Ellen Larch

    George Jones Estill and Mary Emma Arnett

     Olive Winfield Estill and William Paul Corbaley

Last Name:  Corbaley
First Name:  Olive
Middle:  W.

Birth Date:  September 23, 1895

Mother Maiden:  

Father Last:  

Sex:  F

Birth Place:  California

Death Place:  Humboldt County

Death Date:  March 24, 1976

Age:  80 years

--------------------

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Jacob VanBibber and Sarah Miller

  Nancy VanBibber and Moses Haney

   James VanBibber Haney and Tabitha Miller

    Ida Ellen Haney and James Henry Keith

     Roy Lester Keith and Iva Melissa Hyde

      Thelma Wanda Keith and Harry Henrichs

Last Name:  Henrichs
First Name:  Harry
Middle:  
Birth Date:  May 3, 1912

Mother Maiden:  Henrichs  

Father Last:  Henrichs

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  Nebraska

Death Place:  Fresno County

Death Date:  June 26, 1959

Age:  47 years

--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Peter VanBibber and Catherine Ridenour

   Olive VanBibber and Thomas Ives Fulfer

    Isaac Joseph Fulfer and Josie Catherine Ford

     Joseph Suttle Fulfer and Ora Lee Dorris

      Earl Harwick Fulfer

Last Name:  Fulfer
First Name:  Earl
Middle:  Hardwick

Birth Date:  August 6, 1895 

Mother Maiden:  

Father Last:  

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  Texas

Death Place:  Orange County

Death Date:  March 11, 1957

Age:  61 years

--------------------

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Olive VanBibber and Nathan Boone

  Levicia Boone and William Cawfield, Jr.

   William Owen Cawfield and Sarah E. Howard

     Oscar Carl Cawfield

Last Name:  Cawlfield
First Name:  Oscar
Middle:  Carl
Birth Date:  September 27, 1892

Mother Maiden:  Howard

Father Last:  Cawlfield

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  Missouri

Death Place:  Los Angeles County

Death Date:  July 18, 1949

Age:  56 years

--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Isaac VanBibber, Jr. and Elizabeth Hays

  Matilda VanBibber and James Estill

   William Kavanaugh Estill and Margaret Ellen Larch

     Lavina Estill and Lloyd Euler Hull
Last Name:  Hull
First Name:  Lloyd
Middle:  Euler
Birth Date:  February 4, 1859

Mother Maiden:  Weaver

Father Last:  Hull  

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  Iowa 

Death Place:  Shasta County

Death Date:  November 25, 1945

Age:  86 years
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OBITUARIES:

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  James VanBebber and Elizabeth Betty Yoakum

   Nimrod C. VanBebber and Adeline Borden

    Albert Jesse VanBebber and Evelyn Everett

     Thomas VanBebber and Lillian Freda Koeppel

--and--

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Martha VanBebber and George Yoakum, Sr.

  Isaac Yoakum and Mary Davis

   Elizabeth Betty Yoakum and James VanBebber

    Nimrod C. VanBebber and Adeline Borden

     Albert Jesse VanBebber and Evelyn Everett

      Thomas VanBebber and Lillian Freda Koeppel

THOMAS VAN BEBBER

Thomas Van Bebber, 73, a longtime Crescent City, CA resident, died Sunday.

He was born in San Diego on July 10, 1917, and had been a resident of Crescent City since 1985.  

Survivors include:  his wife, Lillian, Crescent City;  a son Randall, Fair Oaks;  a daughter, Sandra Wyatt, Grand Junction, Colo.; a grandson, Douglas Wyatt, Grand Junction, and a granddaughter, Diane Wyatt, Grand Junction.

Cremation was held at Paul's Mortuary, Arcata, with ashes to be scattered at sea.

The Triplicate  --  Crescent City, Del Norte County, California  --  May 2, 1991  --  Thursday  -- Page #5A

Notes:  Crescent City is in Del Norte County, CA, on US Highway 101, in California, close to the Oregon border. Arcata is on US Hwy 101, five miles north of Eureka, CA.

Submitted by Ted & Sharon Van Bebber  --  tjvanbeb@concentric.net
--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Jacob VanBebber and Catherine Ann Guthrie

   Calvin VanBebber and Barthena A. VanBebber

    William Franklin VanBebber and Eliza Ellen Ramsey

     William Henry VanBebber and Louise Augusta Jennings

WILLIAM VANBEBBER

William Henry VanBebber, long time resident of the area, died in a local hospital on August 29, at the age of 87 years.

Mr. VanBebber moved to Willits with his family in 1901, and went to work with his father for Northwestern Mill.  Later, he worked at the old Dickens Mill on Tomki Creek and, with his brothers, operated a ranch in the Valley.  He was also a railroad man, serving as construction boss for the crew which built the line from Willits up to Northwestern.

He served with the United States Army during World War I and was a member of American Legion Post No. 174.

Survivors include his daughter, Wilma Sweazy of Willits; his step children, Violet Trotman of Willits and Raymond Hopper of Washington; his foster children, Nettie Robinson and Claudia Walker, both of Willits; two grandchildren, Bruce Sweazy and Doug Trotman of Willits; a sister, Bertha Cleveland of Ukiah; and a brother, Fred of Willits.

Services were held Tuesday at the Anker Lucier Mortuary Chapel with burial in Willits Cemetery.  The Reverend Edward Gellinger officiated.

The Willits News  --  Willits, Mendocino County, California  --  September 3, 1975  --  Wednesday

Submitted by Ted & Sharon Van Bebber  --  tjvanbeb@concentric.net
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RECENT DEATHS:

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Martha VanBebber and George Yoakum, Sr.

  Isaac Yoakum and Mary Davis

   George Washington Yoakum and Jane Rogers

    John Yoakum and Melvina Lane

     Marcellus David Yoakum and Mary Etta Brewer

      Jessie Edward Yoakum and Hettie Davis

       David William Yoakum and Ada Lee Minton
ADA LEE MINTON YOAKUM

Ada M. Yoakum, age 86, of Muncie In. was born January 22, 1916 in Lee County Virginia and passed away January 3, 2003 at Millers Merry Manor Nursing Home in Middletown, In. after a long illness. 

She grew up in Claiborne County before moving to New York and then to Muncie, In.. where she worked for Ball Brothers Manufacturing for twenty years. She joined Blairs Creek Baptist Church of Tazewell and later moved her membership to Fellowship Baptist Church of Muncie. 

She was preceded in death by her husband David Yoakum, her parents Neal and Tennie Cunningham Minton, five sisters and one brother.  Survivors include her two sons and daughters-in-law: Gerald and Terry Yoakum of Mount Summit, In. and Conley and Kay Yoakum of Granger, Indiana; step daughter, Wanda Sebrowski and her husband Mitch of Sun City Center in Florida; five grandchildren; two step grandchildren; thirteen great grandchildren; one sister, Mildred Minton of Tazewell; one brother, Henry Minton of Tazewell; several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held at 10 a.m. Monday, January 6. 2003 at Meeks Mortuary Chapel in Muncie, In. with burial in the Gardens of Memory Cemetery in Muncie.

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
--------------------

BILLIE MONROE VANBEBER

Billie Monroe Vanbeber, 70, Rifle, died March 15, 2003, at E. Dene Nursing Home in Rifle.  No services are planned.

Mr. Vanbeber had been a heavy-equipment operator.

Survivors include his wife, Della; one stepson, Darryl B. Hittle of Barnesville, Ohio; and two sisters, Hellen Paulson of Sequim, Wash., and Inez Hergett of Bryans Road, Md.

The Daily Sentinel  --  Grand Junction, Mesa County, Colorado  --  March 19, 2003

Submitted by Zilla Brown  --  ZBrown5515@aol.com
Note:  Anyone knowing the parents of Billie Monroe VanBeber please notify the staff department of the newsletter so his name can be properly placed in the Van Bibber database.

--------------------

John VanBibber and Martha __________

 Absolam VanBaber and Francis A. Dickson

  Andrew VanBibber and Elizabeth Joiner

   Oscar John VanBibber and Gertrude Stacey

    Gladys VanBibber and Douglas Ewell

GLADYS EWELL

HARRISBURG - Gladys (Van Bibber) Ewell, 92, died Monday, March 24, 2003, at Saline Care Center. 

Surviving is a brother, Nick Van Bibber. 

Services 11 a.m. Thursday at Gaskins Funeral Home, burial in Sunset Lawn Cemetery.  Visitation is 5 to 7 p.m. today. 

The Evansville Courier and Press  --  Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana  --  March 26, 2003

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Martha VanBebber and George Yoakum, Sr.

  Isaac Yoakum and Mary Davis

   Marcellus Yoakum and Sarah Ann Cawood

    Louisa Love Yoakum and William Harvey Moyers

     Susan B. Moyers and Joseph Bascus Brewer

      Katherine J. Brewer and L. Delton Keck

       Joseph Delton Keck and Rose Ann Wilder

JOSEPH DELTON (J .D.) KECK

Joseph Delton (J.D.) Keck, age 61, of Knoxville and formerly of Speedwell, was born August 21, 1941 and passed away January 14, 2003.  He was of the Baptist faith and was saved at an early age.  He was a retired grocer and auto mechanic. 

He was preceded in death by his parents: Delton and Katheryn Keck; 2 infant brothers and infant sister; grandparents: Matthew and Caroline Keck, Joseph and Susan Brewer . 

Survivors include his wife of 37 years, Rose Ann Keck of Knoxville; mother-in-law, Bonnie Wilder: sisters-in-law: Sharon and Valerie Wilder all of Morristown, Jan Price and husband, Gary of Johnson City; 3 nephews: Sgt. Robert Price and wife, Kristina of Portsmouth, Va., Andrew Price and wife, Karri, Josh Price all of Johnson City; niece, Carla Wilder, and fiance' Chris Miller of Morristown; 2 great nephews: Seth Price of Johnson City , Jeremiah (J.J.) Price of Portsmouth, Va.; aunts: Glessie Keck of Morristown, Opal Keck of FI.; several cousins and friends.

Funeral services were held 2 p.m. Thursday, January 16 in the Coffey Funeral Home Chapel with Brother Gary Price officiating.  Burial in the Moyers Cemetery.  Pallbearers: Don Keck, Gary Price, Robert Toby, Andrew Price, Josh Price and Chris Miller. Coffey Funeral Home in charge.

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
--------------------

John VanBibber and Chloe Staniford 

 James VanBibber and Lois Reynolds 

  Cyrus VanBibber and Mary S. Rachel Timberlake 

   Cyrus Van Bibber, Jr. and Sophia Baker 

    Marshall Baker Van Bibber and Harriet Agnes Ghent 

     Louise Margaret Van Bibber and Melvin Lenzy Clarke 

LOUISE MARGARET CLARKE

Richland, Wash.

Louise Margaret Van Bibber Clarke died peacefully at home on April 24, 2003.

Louise was born in the back of her father's blacksmith shop in John Day, Oregon, on April 11, 1904, to Marshall Baker Van Bibber and Hattie Ghent Van Bibber.

She was the youngest of nine children.

As a young girl, at a time when a trek to the next town could be a major effort, she traveled extensively in Oregon and California.

Her traveling spirit has been passed on to her children and all her grandchildren, and her love of the outdoors is a living legacy shared with all her family and friends.

She moved to Eastern Washington and graduated from Jenkins High School in Chewelah, WA.

Louise married Melvin Lenzy Clarke on July 19, 1926, and they moved to Spokane in 1927.

She was a homemaker with two children, but she also cared for her elderly mother and many of her neighbors during the Great Depression.

During World War II, Louise and her beloved Melvin opened their home to business college students and became dear friends and counselors to these young women.

The Fort Wright Air Base Glee Club frequently held their rehearsals around their piano.

Two years after Melvin died in 1961, Louise moved to Richland and helped Ann and Warren Nechodom raise their eight children. She was a treasured part of their daily lives and continued to live with Ann and Warren, where for the past four years she has been surrounded by a loving team of 24-hour caregivers.

Louise was invited to join the Richland PEO Chapter DF in 1987 and was their oldest member.

She is survived by an extended family including her son, David M. Clarke, S.J. of Denver, CO; daughter, Ann and Warren Nechodom of Richland, WA; grandchildren, Mary and Erik Van Bronkhorst of Ridgecrest, CA, David and Faye Nechodom of Pasco, WA, Steve Nechodom of Richmond, CA, Mark Nechodom and Debra Bowen of Sacramento, CA, Laura and Trevor Lewis of Irwin, PA, Kevin and Pat Nechodom of Salt Lake City, UT, Dan and Rosy Nechodom of Dayton, WA, Nancy and Bruce McPherson of Concord, MA; nephew, Carl and Florence Putnam of Inchelium, WA; seven great-grandchildren; one great-great-granddaughter and a large circle of extended family members, caregivers and innumerable dear friends.

Louise will be inurned with her husband Melvin in Spokane in a private service. 

A memorial service will be held at Central United Protestant Church, 1124 Stevens Drive, Richland, on Monday, April 28, 2003, at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the PEO Chapter DF Scholarship Fund, 1100 McMurray, Richland, WA 99352.

The Tri-City Herald  --  Richland, Benton County, Washington  --  April 25, 2003

Submitted by Ann Nechodom  --  anechodom@Charter.net  

--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  Isaac VanBebber and Mary Martin

   Isaac C. VanBebber and Sarah McWilliams

    Mary Anna VanBebber and Benjamin Hiram Wilson

     Benjamin Franklin Wilson and Eva Mae McIlvain

      Mary Jane Wilson and Albert Mathis Gilmore

MARY JANE GILMORE


COMANCHE — Mary Jane Gilmore, 90, of Comanche died Tuesday, April 7, 2003, in Pecan Manor Nursing Home in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Service will be at 2 p.m. Thursday in Dudley Funeral Home Chapel in Comanche with Kelly Hinson officiating. Burial will be in Fairlawn Cemetery. 

“Janie” was born April 28, 1912, between Velma and Santa Fe, to Benjamin and Eva Mae Wilson. She attended schools in both the Santa Fe and Comanche communities. 

She married Arnold Hendrix and they made their home in Comanche. She worked as a seamstress. 

She married Albert Gilmore in January 1954, and they moved to Fort Worth in 1955 to make their home. Janie moved back to Comanche in 1976, and in 1985, she returned to Fort Worth. 

Survivors include two sons, Robert Hendrix of Godley, Texas, and Roger Hendrix of Fort Worth; a daughter, Wanda Sanderson of Fort Worth; 12 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and 13 great-great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her husbands, Arnold Hendrix and Albert Gilmore; and a daughter, Helen Hinkle, in August 1994. 


The Duncan Banner  --  Duncan, Stephens County, Oklahoma  --  April 9, 2003

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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BIRTHS:
Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Jacob VanBebber and Catherine Ann Guthrie  

   Calvin VanBebber and Barthena A. VanBebber

    William Franklin VanBebber and Eliza Ellen Ramsey

     Charles Elliott VanBebber and Nina Rennison Taylor

      Ila Pearl VanBebber

BIRTH NOTICE

Mr. Stork, visited Sylvandale on New Year's day and left a 12 pound baby girl at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Van Bebber.  There was 12 inches of snow at that place that day which Dr. Woelffel thought was a remarkable coincidence.  

~~~~

Article in The Willits News, Willits, Mendocino Co., CA

Announcing birth of Ila Pearl Van Bebber on January 1, 1916.

Submitted by Ted & Sharon Van Bebber  --  tjvanbeb@concentric.net
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RECENT BIRTHS:
Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Levicy VanBebber and John Liford

   Lazarus Liford and Elizabeth "Becky" Hackworth

    Hiram "Hick" Liford and Sarah "Sally" Sulfridge

     George Washington Liford and Caldona Upton

      John Tip Liford and Emily Jeanette Ball

       Patricia Ann Liford and William Joseph Cuellar

        William Joseph Cuellar, Jr. and Karen Joan Bergbower

         Emily Elizabeth Cuellar

--and--

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Ellinor VanBibber and Peter VanBebber

  Levicy VanBebber and John Liford

   Lazarus Liford and Elizabeth "Becky" Hackworth

    Hiram "Hick" Liford and Sarah "Sally" Sulfridge

     George Washington Liford and Caldona Upton

      John Tip Liford and Emily Jeanette Ball

       Patricia Ann Liford and William Joseph Cuellar

        William Joseph Cuellar, Jr. and Karen Joan Bergbower

         Emily Elizabeth Cuellar

Another twig grew unto the VanBibber Family Tree with the birth of Emily Elizabeth Cuellar who was born on March 8, 2003 at 5:00 pm.  Emily was born at the University of Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor, Michigan to William Joseph Cuellar, Jr. and Karen Joan Bergbower.  She weighed 6 pounds 9 ounces at birth and was 19 inches long.  Emily descends from two branches of the Van Bibber family and is a 5th great granddaughter of John Liford and Levicy Van Bebber.  Mother and daughter are doing fine.

Submitted by Joan Bergbower  --  joanb@netonecom.net
[image: image12.png]



MARRIAGES:

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Martha VanBebber and George Yoakum, Sr.

  George Yoakum, Jr. and Mary Ann Maddy

   Washington Campbell Yoakum and Mary Elizabeth Tunstill

    William Tunstill Yoakum and Caroline P. McBride

     Walter C. Yoakum and Wilma Pearl McCreary

Groom:  Yoakum, Walter C.
Bride:  McCreary, Wilma Pearl

Marriage Date:  June 29, 1911

Book:  P

Page:  453

County:  Leavenworth

State:  Kansas

--------------------

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Jacob VanBibber and Sarah Miller

  Solomon H. VanBibber and Mary Jane Bryson

   Noah Bryson VanBibber and Elizabeth Ann Carter

    Benjamin Franklin VanBibber and Sarah Harriett Lash

     Effie Frances VanBibber and Arthur Greenfield Cutting

Groom:  Cutting, Arthur

Bride:  Van Bibber, Effie

Marriage Date:  May 10, 1910

Book:  P

Page:  11

County:  Leavenworth

State:  Kansas

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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REUNIONS:

VAN BIBBER/PARKER REUNION
The VanBibber/Parker family reunion will be held at Sunset Cabins Farms in Whittier, NC. July 13-20, 2003.  This is the family of Elza Curtis VanBibber and Helen Luttrell.  Any and all are welcome, come by have some lunch and meet some cousins!

For additional information contact Esther Parker Beckwith  --  Amsongart@aol.com
--------------------

VAN BIBBER - VAN BEBBER - VANBEBER REUNION

The VanBibber -VanBebber -Vanbeber 2003 Family Reunion will be at Nadine VanBebber Duvall's, at 343 S.E. 15th St., in Pryor, OK. 74361, May 18th  2003.

Bring a covered dish and family information to share.  Looking forward to seeing you here.  For additional information contact Deboria Duvall.  Phone # 918-825-1985.

Deboria Duvall  --  dnduvall@hotmail.com
[image: image14.png]



QUERIES:

Information from the book for Myrtle Grove Cemetery, Eureka, CA:  Book located at Department of Public Works, City Hall, 531 K Street, Eureka, CA.

                                                              (1)    (2)   (3)    (4)

Van Bebber, Berthena  50   6/28/1883  F     14    16    241  

                     Margaret                           F     14    15    241

                     Mr           40    6/28/1893  

Minton, James             82    8/28/1837  F    14    14

Column headings:

(1) Section

(2) Row

(3) No. 

(4) Lot   

Requesting any information on Margaret, Mr, and James Minton.    

Submitted by Ted & Sharon Van Bebber  --  tjvanbeb@concentric.net
--------------------

I would like to know the where about of Luther Van Bebber and wife Myrtle Hollingsworth in the 30's, as I can't find them on the census. 

Thanks. 

Submitted by Donna Willis  --  aries66739@go.com
--------------------

Can anyone tell me the parents of Sarah Simmons?  She married William Yoakum, son of George and Martha (Van Bebber) Yoakum in Sangamon County, Illinois on May 3, 1824.  She was born in North Carolina.

I am also trying to find George Yoakum's mother, wife of Valentine Yoakum.  Valentine died July 17, 1763.

Thank you for any information that anyone can give me.

Keith Norris  --  knorris@springnet1.com
--------------------

I descend from Mary Van Bibber Crawford the daughter of Ezekial Van Bibber and Susan Rice.  I am getting ready to get copies of Ezekial's will, and I was also wondering if his father Jacob Van Bibber had a will?  In a DAR record that I have it list Jacob's date of death as 1836.  It list Sarah Miller Van Bibber's as 1843.  Does anyone know when and were Jacob's will was probated if he had one?  If so, does anyone know the particulars i.e. county and date filed that I can use in my request? 

Does anyone know if Ezekial and Susan were legally divorced, and did she remarry after Ezekiel's death? 

Thank you so much.

Loretta Klein   tlklein@iland.net
[image: image15.png]



NOTICES:
The male Van Bibber 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 and 1930 census are now located on the Van Bibber website Census Records page.  These records are written in Microsoft Word.  The 1930 census is also in the HTML version.  We have also added the female Van Bibber census records for the years 1850 and 1860.

Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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MILITARY NEWS:

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Jacob VanBibber and Sarah Miller

  Ezekial VanBibber and Susan Rice

   Harding VanBibber

HARDING VAN BIBBER
Service Record:

Enlisted as a Private on August 27, 1861.

Enlisted in Company C, 2nd Cavalry Regiment Kentucky on September 9, 1861.

Reenlisted in Company C, 2nd Cavalry Regiment Kentucky on February 6, 1864.

Mustered out Company C, 2nd Cavalry Regiment Kentucky on July 17, 1865 in Lexington, Kentucky.


Isaac VanBibber and Maria Walraven

 Loyal VanBibber and Sarah Elizabeth Robinson

  Robinson VanBibber
ROBINSON VAN BIBBER

Service Record: 

Enlisted as a Private on August 2, 1862 at the age of 18.

Enlisted in Company A, 92nd Infantry Regiment Ohio on September 17, 1862.

Killed, Company A, 92nd Infantry Regiment Ohio on November 1863 in Missionary Ridge, Tennessee.

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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BITS AND PIECES:
Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Martha VanBebber and George Yoakum, Sr.

  Isaac Yoakum and Mary Davis

   William Wylie Yoakum and Nancy Elizabeth Poff

     Marcellus Yoakum and Callie Parker

Name:  Sillus Yoakum
Death Date:  17 May 1910

Age 55 yr.

Cemetery:  Robinson Cemetery

Description:  Located at Rich Hill, Missouri

Name:  Calla Yoakum
Death Date:  26 Feb 1930

Age:  67 yr., 3 da.

Cemetery:  Robinson Cemetery

Description:  Located at Rich Hill, Missouri

Cemetery Records of Bates County, Missouri  --  Volume VI  --  Part II

--------------------

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Jacob VanBibber and Sarah Miller

  Solomon H. VanBibber and Mary Jane Bryson

   William VanBibber and Frances Ann Thoroughman

    Lawson VanBibber

Name:  VanBibber, Lawson
Occupation:  hostler

Location:  r. 3845 Laclede Avenue

City:  St. Louis

State:  MO

Year:  1890

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Jacob VanBibber and Sarah Miller

  Solomon H. VanBibber and Mary Jane Bryson

   William VanBibber and Frances Ann Thoroughman

    Millard Fillmore VanBibber

Name:  VanBibber, Millard
Occupation:  hostler

Location:  r. 3845 Laclede Avenue

City:  St. Louis

State:  MO

Year:  1890

St. Louis, Missouri Directories, 1889 - 1890

--------------------

1901 CENSUS OF CANADA (YUKON)

The Territories, Unorganized Territories, Selkirk (Yukon), f- 78.

HH # 

Jackson (Chief)
M     I
   Head 
  M
55
Yukon
Trapper & Hunter Chief of Tribe

Ellen
Wife
F      “
   Wife  
  M
45
    do

Arthur (Harper)
M     “
   Son   
  S
22
    do

Emma

F      “
   Dau     S
12
    do

Note:  Chief Jackson was the father of Eliza Jackson who married Ira Van Bibber.

ABSENTEE CENSUS

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds 

 Mathias VanBibber and Margaret Robinson 

  David Campbell Robinson VanBibber and Jane Ann Williams 

   John Campbell Robinson VanBibber and Catherine Taylor 

    Theodore B. VanBibber

Van Bibber, Theodore   32 
Laborer 
American

Gone to States

“
     “ , Lulu
  31
Wife
     
     do

         
         do

Submitted by Bruce Logan  --  blogan@falcon1.net
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SOUND OFF:

From:
Ljzj@aol.com (Linda Jones)

To:
GRH9999@aol.com (Gary Hawpe)

Hi Gary!   Keep up the good work -- I really enjoy the newsletters!

Thanks for all you do!

Linda Jones

From:
rcyoakum@hotmail.com (Roy Yoakum)

To:
GRH9999@aol.com (Gary Hawpe)

Gary,

Keep up the good work on the newsletter, we appreciate it.                                                               

As always, 

Roy

[image: image19.png]



Van Bibber Website: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~blogan/
The editor reserves the right to edit contributions to the newsletter.

Editor of the Van Bibber Pioneers Electronic Newsletter:

Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
Owner of the Van Bibber FTM database  --  47,509 names
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